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FACT SHEET : 2013 General Social Survey on Social Identity 

HISTORY AND HERITAGE 
What is the General Social Survey? 

The General Social Survey (GSS) is Statistics Canada’s primary social survey. It seeks to gather data on social trends in order to monitor 
changes in the living conditions and well-being of Canadians over time, and to provide information on specific social policy issues. 

The GSS is a reliable, trusted and credible data source for performance measurement and policy research. The 2013 GSS on Social Identity 
used a sample of 27,695 Canadians. 

The target population includes all persons 15 years and older living in the provinces of Canada, excluding full-time residents of institutions. 

The significance of history and heritage 

It is argued that there is a strong link between citizens’ interest in and knowledge of national history and their attachment to 
Canada.1 Since a country’s history is a definite element in the formation of social identity, it also influences the sense of belonging 
amongst its citizens.2 National history is a domain for citizen engagement meant to build on attachment to a country, through 
practising traditions, commemorating people and events, maintaining heritage sites and institutions, as well as educating youth.   

1 Jedwab, Jack (2012) “Interest, Knowledge, Criticism and Pride in Canadian History: How should Knowledge about History Contribute to an Engaged Citizenship?” 
Canadian Issues. Spring 2012. 

2 Korostelina, Karina. (2008) "History Education and Social Identity.” Identity: An International Journal of Theory and Research, Vol 8: 25-45. 

Canadians vary in their self-assessed level of knowledge of Canadian history 

• A majority of Canadians (58%)3 consider that they have at least a good knowledge of Canadian history.

• Less than one Canadian out of 20 (5%) reports having an excellent level of knowledge.

3 The numbers presented here, unless mentioned otherwise, combine the categories good, very good and excellent knowledge of Canadian history. 

Age and level of education are key factors 

• The older the age group, the more
likely Canadians are to consider
themselves to have at least a good
knowledge of Canadian history
(ranging from 52% for 20 to 24 year-
olds to 64% for those aged 65 years
and over).

• Youth aged 15 to 19 years (62%) are
more likely to consider that they
have at least a good knowledge of
Canadian history than any other age
group, with the exception of
Canadians aged 65 years and over.

• The higher the educational
attainment, the higher the
proportion of Canadians who
consider they have at least a good
knowledge of Canadian history.
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Influences of province, sex, language and generational status 

• Breakdowns by provinces reveal that residents of New Brunswick are least likely to consider that they possess at least a good
knowledge of Canadian history (51%). Residents of Prince Edward Island, meanwhile, are most likely to view their level of
knowledge favourably (63%).

• The proportion of men who consider that they have at least a good knowledge of Canadian history (63%) is significantly higher
than the proportion of women (53%).

• Variations by official language group are relatively minor. Anglophone residents of Quebec are somewhat more likely than the
Canadian average to report at least a good level of knowledge (61%), while Francophone residents of Quebec are slightly less so
(57%). Such differences may not be statistically significant. Meanwhile, 70% of Canadians with both French and English as their
first official language spoken self-assess their level of knowledge of Canadian history as good or better.

• First generation Canadians (54%) are less likely than the general population to consider themselves to have at least a good
knowledge of Canadian history.

Heritage sites and institutions are important for Canadian identity 

• A vast majority of Canadians (93%) consider heritage sites and institutions to be important for Canadian identity4.

• Individuals with less than a high school diploma or its equivalent (89%), Jehovah’s Witnesses (80%) and Francophones in Quebec
(90%) are somewhat less likely to view heritage sites and institutions as important for Canadian identity.

4 The numbers presented here, unless mentioned otherwise, combine the categories somewhat important and very important. 

Canadians take pride in their country’s history 

• A majority of Canadians are
proud (43%) or very proud (27%)
of Canadian history.

• Levels of pride in Canadian
history are lower for
Francophones living in Quebec
(56% are proud or very proud).

• Levels of pride in Canadian
history are relatively similar
across the provinces, with the
exception of Quebec, where only
58% expressed that they are
proud or very proud, and British
Columbia, where 65% of
respondents reported being
proud or very proud.

Pride in Canadian History by Province of Residence 

The present analysis represents a partnership between Strategic Policy, Planning and Corporate Affairs Sector, Citizenship, Heritage and 

Regions Sector, and Sport, Major Events and Commemorations Sector.  
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