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December 18, 2017

Mr. Brennen Young Director
Regulatory Cooperation Regulatory Affairs Sector
Treasury Board of Canada Secretariat Email: rcd-dcmr@tbs-sct.gc.ca

Dear Mr. Young,

Response to Request for Stakeholder Comments on Canada–U.S. Regulatory Cooperation

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on Canada-U.S. regulatory cooperation.

The CVA is the national association of the Canadian wine industry representing wineries across Canada responsible for more than 90% of annual wine production in Canada. An issue of increasing importance to our membership is the lack of organic equivalency between Canada and the U.S.

The U.S. has two ways to label wine made with 100% organic grapes:

	“Organic”: This designation indicates that not only the wine grapes but also the other ingredients (e.g. yeast) are also organic. The only sulphites present will be those that are naturally occurring, with no added sulphites permitted. This category allows the use of the USDA organic logo on the product.


	“Made with organic grapes”: This designation indicates that the wine is made with 100% organic grapes, but does not require the yeast used to be organic. Sulphites can be added, up to 100ppm (but this addition has to be disclosed on the label). This category is labelled as “made with organic grapes” and is also allowed to state “100% organic grapes” on the label.


Neither category is allowed to have genetically engineered ingredients added to it. In addition, both categories require a third-party accredited certifier to certify the fact the product is organic, or made with organic material1.
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1 U.S. Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, Labeling Organic Wine, https://www.ttb.gov/pdf/wine-labeling- guide.pdf
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Canada’s system for organic certification, as per the Organic Products Regulations, 2009, permits products with organic content that is greater than or equal to 95%, to be labelled as "organic" and to bear the Canada organic logo. Claims indicating "X% organic ingredients" where X is anywhere from 95-100% are also permitted2.

To be certified as organic wine in Canada, and bear the Canada organic logo, the requirement is that the wine is made with organic grapes (a minimum of 95%), with sulphites of up to 100ppm allowed. Canada permits U.S. wine sold in Canada to be labelled “organic wine” or “made from organic grapes” if its sulphite content is less than or equal to 100ppm. The U.S., however, does not permit Canadian wine, which has been certified as organic in Canada, to be sold in the U.S. where the Canada organic logo is on the label. This is because, unlike Canada, the U.S. does not permit sulphites to be added to a wine that is labelled “organic”. For Canadian wineries exporting organic wine to the U.S., this means they need to have new labels created specifically for the U.S. market labelled “Made from organic grapes”, which do not bear the Canada organic logo. We propose that the U.S. accepts the Canada organic logo and regime for wine which is the product of Canada.

The European Union-Canada Organic Equivalency Arrangement (EUCOEA) is one example of a bilateral agreement which Canada has entered into, which allows for Canadian processed agricultural products, including wine, to be labelled as organic (and bear the organic logo) overseas, by virtue of equivalency. Under the EUCOEA, wine produced in Canada, which is certified according to the Canada Organic Regime by one of CFIA’s accredited certification bodies, is accepted as organic in the EU and may be labelled as such.

During forthcoming meetings of the Canada-U.S. Regulatory Cooperation Council, the CVA, on behalf of Canadian wineries, urges our Canadian representatives to place this issue of lack of organic equivalency firmly on the table for discussion, as it presents a significant non-tariff barrier to trade for Canadian wineries.

Best regards,
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Dan Paszkowski
President and CEO, Canadian Vintners Association
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2 Canadian Food Inspection Agency, Organic Permitted Claims, http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/labelling/food- labelling-for-industry/organic-claims/eng/1389725994094/1389726052482?chap=3

