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January 10, 2018

Brennen Young Director
Regulatory Cooperation Regulatory Affairs Sector 90 Elgin Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0R5 Email: rcd-dcmr@tbs-sct.gc.ca
Dear Mr. Young,

On behalf of the Canadian Consumer Specialty Products Association (CCSPA), I would like to thank the Government for requesting comments and recommendations for moving regulatory issues forward under the Canada-US Regulatory Cooperation Council (RCC).

CCSPA is a national trade association that represents 35 member companies across Canada, collectively a $20 billion industry directly employing 12,000 people in over 100 facilities. Our companies manufacture, process, package and distribute consumer, industrial and institutional specialty products such as soaps and detergents, pest control products, aerosols, hard surface disinfectants, deodorizers and automotive chemicals.

CCSPA has been a supporter of this initiative since it was announced and two subsequent plans were released in 2011 and 2014. For our members, a great success has been the collaboration for the work done to provide a harmonized classification and labelling system in Canada and the US that strives to have one Safety Data Sheet and one label for manufacturers, distributors and workers. This is a great example of where worker health and safety were not compromised in the effort to reduce burden and costs to industry: a win-win for all involved.

Other areas where we have been engaged include the two working groups on chemicals, the continued efforts on GHS, and the effort on transportation where applicable. As published in the Canada Gazette, “The Government of Canada recognizes that unnecessary regulatory differences can impede trade and hinder competitiveness. The Government of Canada is committed to addressing areas of regulatory misalignment where possible, while respecting Canadian national sovereignty and protecting public health, safety, security and the environment.” CCSPA is and remains committed to this goal too as consumers’ increased access to safe and beneficial products is paramount.

In an effort to help shape and inform the next action plan, we offer the following recommendations:

	The 16 Canadian – U.S. departments develop a list of all the results achieved through the 23 joint work plans. Consideration may also be given to quantify the results as the savings for, not only to industry and government, but consumers. In the statement from February 2017, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and President Donald Trump reaffirmed the important work of the

Canada–United States RCC in their joint statement that included a commitment to continue dialogue on regulatory issues and pursue shared regulatory outcomes for the benefit of businesses and consumers. Being able to quantify results would bring the commitment alive in a meaningful way to industry and consumers.

	Future work: One area which could be considered for cooperation between U.S. and Canada is “substance prioritization”.


Details: This is the pre-Risk Assessment step undertaken by Canada initially as “categorization”, and, subsequently, under the Identifying Risk Assessment Priorities (IRAP) process; and in the US, as “identification of high priorities” under the Lautenberg Chemical Safety Act.

As Canada completes work on the initial list of 4300 substances categorized under the Chemicals Management Plan and turns to consideration of post-2020 activities, there will be an ongoing need to prioritize substances for assessment/re-assessment. This may be triggered by emerging science such as by High-Throughput and “New Assessment” techniques, by regulatory actions in other jurisdictions, or by other new or emerging concerns.

It would benefit Canada to have close connections into U.S. science centers, such as the National Center for Computational Toxicology; and the U.S. would benefit by learning from Canada’s methodical, systematic approach to categorization, prioritization, grouping, stakeholder involvement, etc. – all those pre-Risk Assessment activities.

	Ideas on the appropriate role for stakeholders and how stakeholders can best engage with Canadian and US regulators on regulatory cooperation opportunities.


CCSPA and our members believe that stakeholders must be engaged at all stages of the conversation that are being held by Canadian and U.S. regulators. There should be regular conference calls and/or webinars on each specific RCC initiative to keep stakeholders informed and engaged, not only on the work that is currently being done, but also future activities. We have also found the annual in-person session that brought together all RCC stakeholders to be very useful in understanding the broader scope of work being done.

	Opinions on moving forward on the next phase of Canada–United States regulatory cooperation. The Government of Canada welcomes ideas on how to advance existing relationships and where it could create new ones.


CCSPA and our members have been pleased with the work that has been achieved through the RCC related to workplace chemicals to date. While the Globally Harmonized System of the Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (Workplace Hazards) has not been fully implemented in Canada, conversations related to the next steps related to future revisions should be taking place. CCSPA would like to ensure that Canada and the U.S. move forward on the same timelines for any future revisions.

With regard to the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Work Plan, we would request an update on the work being done related to mutual recognition of special permits and approvals and exemptions to the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations (TDGR) and Exceptions to 49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) for potential harmonization between Canada and the U.S.
With regard to Chemicals Management, while RCC-2 is completed, we are encouraged that the
U.S. and Canadian Governments are committed to continuing to work together. The collaboration to date has led to a better understanding of respective processes and rules, and a collaboration framework; however, no actual regulatory work has been delivered. We encourage the Governments to continue to achieve quantifiable and real benefits, such as to pilot a joint Risk Assessment. CCSPA participated in the final Regulatory Cooperation Council Phase 2 Chemicals Management Work Plan working group webinar on December 8, 2017. The Governments summarized the Risk Assessment Work Stream and SNAc/SNUR projects. In 2018, the U.S. and Canadian Governments will finalize the collaboration framework and implement the framework through an ongoing rolling work plan. Progress will be measured by end of 2018, leading to an updated 2019 rolling work plan. CCSPA believes that the work plan and progress measures are very important for ensuring that RCC-2 has led to tangible benefits, beyond process development.

	Supplementary Information


CCSPA and our members would like results, and not just processes, where the two Governments evaluate the differences; but then no changes are made. We support the regulators talking to each other; but stakeholder input is important; as it is industry at the ground level doing the day- to-day work.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide these comments and we look forward to continued progress being made via the Regulatory Cooperation Council. We would be pleased to discuss any of the points raised in this submission.

Sincerely,
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Shannon Coombs President

