
Compiled by Communications and Engagement – May 1, 2020 

1 
 

Membership of the Standing Committee on Finance  

The Honourable Wayne Easter – Chair (LPC) 
Easter is a Liberal MP for the federal riding of Malpeque, Prince Edward Island. Easter is 
also Chair of the Standing Committee on Finance. He’s been in this role since 2015 
following the election of the Trudeau Government. 
 
Easter entered politics in 1993 when he was elected as a Member of Parliament. He 
has since been re-elected seven times. In Parliament, Easter has served as the Solicitor 
General of Canada, Parliamentary Secretary for both Fisheries and Agriculture, and was 
critic of Agriculture, Trade, and Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness. 
 
Before entering politics in 1993, Easter was President of the National Farmers Union 
for eleven years, where he advised a variety of national and international governments 
on farm policy and free trade issues. Easter calls North Wiltshire, PEI home where he 
resides with his wife Helen. Easter has two grown children, Kimberley and Jamie, and 
three grand-children. 
 

His preferred language is English. 
 
Wayne Easter is Canada's most lobbied MP. 

 
Previous Statements 
 “Wayne Easter, chairman of the finance committee, said if the committee finds problems that need to be 
addressed, it can propose changes. ‘We can make recommendations to the superintendent of financial institutions 
or to some of the other regulators of the banks if we find there are undue problems here and as a committee make 
recommendations to the authorities that have the responsibility in those areas.’"(19 May, 2017, CBC News)  
 
“The [FINA] committee called for Ottawa to wait until a clear picture emerges of how those [regulatory and policy] 
changes have influenced the [housing] market before taking any further action. ‘We're saying take a pause in 
terms of the national policy approach,’ said Liberal MP Wayne Easter, who chairs the committee. ‘But I think in 
terms of specific housing markets, Vancouver and Toronto, they are going to be looked at very specifically and 
there may be things that can be done at the provincial and municipal levels to either cool those markets down or 
assure some greater stability in them.’” (13 April, 2017 – Bill Curry, Globe and Mail) 

 
Finance Committee on Oct. 27th, 2016: 
“Perhaps I could follow up on that, Martha. You said earlier that these mortgage insurance requirements will affect 
the credit unions' ability to raise capital. I do know that the credit unions are in a lot of rural areas versus the 
banks. But that puts the credit unions in a much more difficult position. 
 
My question would be this. First, what is the impact? Secondly, why would the impact be so much greater on the 
credit unions than it would be on the banks? I think we need to hear that explanation. Also, how could it affect 
growth? This committee's mandate is to look at how it could affect growth.” 

  

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/pei-wayne-easter-most-lobbied-1.5015688
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/finance-committee-hearings-banks-practices-1.4122617
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/real-estate/toronto/what-can-governments-do-to-cool-torontos-housing-market/article34637684/
https://openparliament.ca/committees/finance/42-1/52/the-chair-22/
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The Honourable Pierre Poilievre – Vice-Chair (CPC)  
Pierre Poilievre has served for 16 years as the Member of Parliament for 
Carleton (formerly Nepean-Carleton). Poilievre serves as the Conservative 
Shadow Minister of Finance. He is also a member of the finance committee, 
which provides input for the annual federal budget. 

Prior to 2015, Poilievre served as Minister of Employment and Social 
Development—the largest department in the federal government—where he 
oversaw the rollout of the increased Universal Child Care Benefit.  

In 2013, Poilievre became Minister of Democratic Reform responsible for 
drafting the Fair Elections Act and stickhandling it through Parliament. 

Poilievre also helped then-Minister John Baird pass the Federal Accountability 
Act through Parliament. Later, he served as the then-Prime Minister’s 

Parliamentary Secretary (2008-2011), during which he co-authored the Conservative 2011 election 
platform, which helped the party win a majority government. 

Recent Question 

On April 8 *redacted* contacted OSFI about questions they were receiving related to the Pension 
Portability freeze. He was responded to within 15 minutes pointing to the FAQs on our website that 
satisfied the request.   

Previous Statements  
Mr. Poilievre has asked two Parliamentary questions of OSFI related to its interactions with Morneau 
Sheppell. OSFI had nil response to one question and coordinated its reponse with the Department of 
Finance with the other (Morneau Sheppell has acted as the replacement adminstrator three times since 
2014).  

October 31, 2017 appearance by the Bank of Canada before the House Finance Committee  

“Madam Vice-Governor, you mentioned the macroprudential measures that OSFI has instituted for 
mortgages that are low loan-to-value; that is, where down payments of greater than 20% are made. 

I met today with mortgage brokers who made the point—a point that was also made in the Globe 
business report earlier this week—that these measures, combined with the uninsured nature of higher 
down payment mortgages, in many cases lead to higher interest rates for those with bigger down 
payments than they would pay if they made smaller down payments. That creates a strange perverse 
incentive to put fewer dollars down on one's house. 

I think all of us would agree that we should be promoting bigger down payments because they're less 
risky to the system and to the borrower. 

Do you worry at all about some perverse incentives that may result from OSFI's recent regulations?” 

https://openparliament.ca/committees/finance/42-1/120/pierre-poilievre-3/
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Gabriel Ste-Marie – Vice-Chair (BQ)  

Gabriel Ste-Marie has been a Member of Parliament representing the riding of 
Joliette since 2015, as a party member of the Bloc Québécois. In addition to 
vice-chairing the Standing Committee on Finance, Ste-Marie also sits on the 
Special Committee on the COVID-19 Pandemic and is a Member of the Canada-
Africa Parliamentary Association.  
 
Before obtaining a seat in Parliament, Ste-Marie instructed economics classes 
at the Cégep régional de Lanaudière. Ste-Marie served as the Bloc Québécois 
House Leader (and its parliamentary leader as the party leader did not have a 
seat in parliament) from 2017 until he resigned from the position on February 
25, 2018. He is also a researcher at the Contemporary Economics Research 
Institute and lecturer at Université du Québec à Montréal. 
 

Ste-Marie has a special interest in offshore tax havens and has made it a particular area of focus while in 
Parliament. 
 
His preferred language is French. 
 
Previous Statements 

April 22, 2020:  “The House of Commons is taking unprecedented measures to provide income support 
to individuals and businesses...In exchange, however, we expect everyone to collaborate,” said BQ MP 
Gabriel Ste-Marie. 
 
“Unfortunately, large companies like Toronto’s big banks are not collaborating, because they are 
avoiding tax by using tax havens, which enable them to get out of paying the taxes they owe,” he said. 
“As we know, Ottawa provides the banks with a great deal of assistance. 
 
“Why is the government not instead prohibiting them from avoiding taxes through tax havens?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2020/04/22/trudeau-refuses-calls-to-exclude-tax-haven-companies-from-covid-19-bailout.html
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Michael Cooper  (CPC)  
Michael Cooper is the Member of Parliament for the riding of St. Albert-
Edmonton. Re-elected in October 2019, Cooper serves as the Official 
Opposition Deputy Shadow Minister for Finance. He is also Director of the 
Canada-Africa Parliamentary Association, Vice Chair Canada-China Legislative 
Association, and a member of the Special Committee on the COVID-19 
Pandemic.  
 
Cooper is a lifelong resident of St. Albert and an active community volunteer. 
He is a Lector and Eucharistic Minister at St. Albert Catholic Parish and a 
member of the Knights of Columbus, St. Albert Rotary Club and the St. Albert 
and District Chamber of Commerce. 
 
First elected in October 2015, Cooper served as the Official Opposition Deputy 
Shadow Minister for Justice. He also served as Vice-Chair of the Standing 

Committee on Justice and Human Rights and Vice-Chair of the Special Joint Committee on Physician-
Assisted Dying. 
 
His preferred language is English. 
 
Previous Statements 

April 2, 2020 - Conservative Members of Parliament Michael Cooper and Pierre Poilievre called on the 
Finance Minister to allow all Canadian credit unions to deliver the government’s promised $40,000 
emergency small business loans. 

“EDC does not recognize a single Alberta credit union to be an approved lender, which means that 
thousands of small businesses will face longer delays and banks will face less competition,” said Deputy 
Shadow Minister for Finance Michael Cooper in a media release Thursday night.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://michaelcoopermp.ca/allow-credit-unions-to-help-small-business-conservatives/
https://morinvillenews.com/2020/04/03/conservatives-call-on-feds-to-allow-all-credit-unions-to-offer-emergency-business-loans/
https://morinvillenews.com/2020/04/03/conservatives-call-on-feds-to-allow-all-credit-unions-to-offer-emergency-business-loans/
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James Cumming (CPC)  

James Cumming was elected in 2019. He represents the riding of Edmonton 
Centre. He is a Vice Chair of the Canada-United States Inter-Parliamentary 
Group.  
 
Before he was elected, James was President & CEO of the Edmonton Chamber 
of Commerce. 
 
His preferred language is English.  
 
Previous Statements 

Cumming asked for more transparency on federal infrastructure spending, 
calling current levels of spending disclosure, “Swiss cheese.” 
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Julie Dzerowicz (LPC)  

Julie has been the Member of Parliament for the riding of Davenport since 
2015, and has been a homeowner in Davenport for almost 20 years.  
 
Julie was appointed to the Standing Committee on Finance after the 2019 
election. She also serves as Chair of the National Immigration and Refugee 
Caucus, Vice-Chair of the Canadian Section of ParlAmericas, Chair of the 
Canada – Turkey Parliamentary Friendship Group, and Co-Chair of the Canada-
Mexico Parliamentary Friendship Group. She is a member of 15 separate 
parliamentary associations, groups, sections and delegations in total. 
 
In her previous term, Julie pushed for solutions to right-wing extremism and 
increased diversity within the Canadian Forces as a Member of the National 
Defence Committee.  

 
Julie spent more than 20 years in senior management positions in banking and biotechnology. She co-
founded Project Neutral in 2010, an environmental organization dedicated to helping individuals and 
communities reduce their carbon emissions.  
 
Julie completed her MBA at the University of British Columbia and her Bachelor of Commerce at McGill 
University. In addition to English her preferred language, she speaks conversational Spanish and French 
and limited Portuguese.  
 
Previous Statements 

April 2, 2020 - Le grand argentier de l'État a été questionné pendant près d'une heure par les membres 
du Comité permanent des finances, réunis jeudi par téléconférence, qui avaient de nombreux cas 
d'exception à lui soumettre. 
 
La libérale Julie Dzerowicz a fait valoir que des travailleurs contractuels ou œuvrant dans le domaine du 
numérique dans sa circonscription ne pouvaient pas présenter une demande pour la prestation 
d'urgence de 2000 $ par mois à moins de laisser tomber tous leurs contrats. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1690697/coronavirus-aide-financiere-programme-federal-comite-ottawa
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Peter Fragiskatos (LPC)  
 
London North Centre in 2015. Peter is a Member of the Special Committee on 
Canada-China Relations and the Special Committee on the COVID-19 Pandemic.  

 
A former political scientist at King’s University College at Western University, 
Peter has a Political Science degree from Western University, a Master’s degree 
in International Relations from Queen’s University, and holds a PhD in 
International Relations from Cambridge University.  

Peter was a media commentator. His works have been published by major 
Canadian and international news organizations including Maclean’s Magazine, 
The Globe and Mail, The Toronto Star, BBC News, and CNN. 

 

Previous Statements 

January 6, 2020 - London North Centre MP Peter Fragiskatos says he would like to see more such 
public/private partnerships. 
 
“It's a priority going forward to let the development community know more about the federal programs 
in place, specifically that national housing strategy that incents developers to act, to work with us in a 
partnership, so we can build more housing, specifically affordable housing." 
 
The program is meant to target middle class families struggling in expensive housing markets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://london.ctvnews.ca/sky-high-downtown-tower-will-take-bite-out-of-affordable-housing-crisis-1.4757881
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Sean Fraser (LPC)  
Sean Fraser was first elected as the Member of Parliament for Central Nova in 
2015. He currently sits in addition to the Standing Committee on Finance the 
Special Committee on the COVID-19 Pandemic.  
 
He is currently the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance and to 
the Minister of Middle Class Prosperity and Associate Minister of Finance.  
 
Before entering politics, Mr. Fraser was a lawyer practicing commercial 
litigation and international dispute resolution with the firm Blake, Cassels & 
Graydon LLP.  
 
He is a long-time volunteer, having served as the Vice-President of a local 
branch of the United Nations Association in Canada, acted as a Research 

Fellow with the Centre for International Sustainable Development Law.  
 
Mr. Fraser holds a law degree from Dalhousie University, a Master’s degree in Public International Law 
from Leiden University in the Netherlands, and a Bachelor of Science from St. Francis Xavier University. 
 
Previous Statements 

Fraser has made no statements of interest. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Compiled by Communications and Engagement – May 1, 2020 

9 
 

Peter Julian (NDP)  
Peter was born and raised in the New Westminster-Burnaby in BC. After 
graduating from New Westminster Secondary School, Peter held a number of 
jobs as a manual labourer and factory worker for local small businesses. After 
dropping out of school, Peter, as an adult learner, later attended the University 
of Quebec in Montreal and graduated with a degree in Political Science 
(International Relations). 

Prior to his election to the House of Commons, Peter worked as a Financial 
Administrator. He is a former Executive Director of the Western Institute for 
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (WIDHH). He was instrumental in building the 
British Columbia Disability Employment Network, a consortium of community 
groups, organizations and non-profit societies dedicated to serving people with 
disabilities. 

Julian is a founding member of the Council of Canadians (CoC). He is fluent in English and French and has 
a working knowledge in American Sign Language. 

Julian served in the past as the Official Opposition House Leader and the NDP House Leader until 
October 19, 2016. 

Previous Statements  

April 23, 2020 - At the House of Commons’ finance committee on April 16, Peter Julian, a New 

Democratic member of Parliament, presented Finance Minister Bill Morneau with a list of complaints 

about how banks were treating their clients during the crisis. 

Morneau initially offered a defence, pointing out the banks have been responsive to many of the 

government’s requests, including a nudge to lower interest rates on credit cards. But the finance 

minister ended his reply with a remark that must have caused some uneasiness on Bay Street. “I’m not 

saying that we shouldn’t continue to put their feet to the fire, we will.” 

 

 

 

 

https://business.financialpost.com/news/fp-street/why-canadas-big-banks-cant-afford-to-screw-up-their-response-to-the-coronavirus-crisis


Compiled by Communications and Engagement – May 1, 2020 

10 
 

Annie Koutrakis (LPC)  
Annie was first elected in 2019 representing the riding of Vimy in Montreal. 
Her career was been in finance where was was a Vice-President of a Fortune 
500 investment firm. She is a Member of the Special Committee on the COVID-
19 Pandemic and 17 inter-parliamentary Groups and Association.   
 
She is the first woman to be elected president of the Hellenic Community of 

Montreal (Greek). 

Previous Statements 

Koutrakis has made no statements of direct relevance to OSFI’s mandate. 
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Michael McLeod (LPC)  
Michael as been the Member of Parliament for the Northwest Territories since 
2015. He also sits on the Special committee on the COVID-19 Pandemic.  

Before being elected to Parliament, Michael was a member of the Legislative 
assembly of the Northwest Territories from 1999 to 2011. His brother also 
served as premier of the Northwest Territories.  

Michael earned his diploma in Management Studies from Arctic College and 
began his career as a self-employed contractor. He has also worked as Tourism 
Development Officer for the Government of the Northwest Territories. He was 
a member of the Northwest Territories Tourism, NWT Public Utilities and 
Mackenzie Valley Environment Impact Review Boards.  

Michael is active in his community and prior to the election, served as a Master 
Corporal in the Canadian Junior Rangers. He enjoys spending his free time outdoors, hunting and fishing. 

Born and raised in Fort Providence, Michael continues to live in the community with his wife, Joyce. 

Previous Statements 

February 17, 2020 - NWT MP Michael McLeod is the only federal Liberal supporting a Green New Deal. 

McLeod had pledged to support NDP MP Peter Julian’s motion calling for huge public measures to tackle 

climate and social issues, stated a news release Saturday from climate action group Our Time 

Yellowknife. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nnsl.com/nwtnewsnorth/nwt-mp-michael-mcleod-is-the-only-federal-liberal-supporting-a-green-new-deal-motion/
https://peterjulian.ca/in-the-house-motion-m-1-green-new-deal-for-canada/
https://peterjulian.ca/in-the-house-motion-m-1-green-new-deal-for-canada/


Compiled by Communications and Engagement – May 1, 2020 

12 
 

Marty Morantz (CPC)  

Marty Morantz was elected in 2019 to represent the riding of Charleswood—

St. James—Assiniboia—Headingley (Manitoba). In addition to siting on the 

Standing Committee on Finance, Mr. Morantz also sits on the Special 

Committee on the COVID-19 Pandemic.  

Marty served as Finance Chair for the City of Winnipeg and spent nearly four 

years on the Executive Policy Committee.  

Marty sat on the boards of Shalom Residences Assisted Living, the Refit Centre 

Foundation, Community Respite Services, Manitoba Families for Effective 

Autism Treatment (MFEAT), the Jewish National Fund, Young Adult Division, 

the Jewish Federation (CJA) Charitable Allocations Committee, and the Special 

Needs Steering Committee at the Gray Academy. 

Marty has a B.A. in political studies from the University of Manitoba, and received his law degree from 

Osgoode Hall Law School. For 23 years, he practiced law as a partner at Levene Tadman LLP in Winnipeg 

in the areas of real estate, corporate, commercial, and wills and estates. 

In 2009, Morantz became President of Jernat Investments Ltd., a property investment and financial 

services firm with holdings primarily in multi-unit apartment buildings. 

Previous Statements 

April 30 - Conservative Shadow Minister for National Revenue Marty Morantz and Conservative Shadow 
Minister for Finance Pierre Poilievre proposed measures to help families and seniors affected by the 
COVID-19 crisis. 

Under current Registered Retirement Savings Plans (RRSP) withdrawal requirements, families and 
seniors cannot access their investments without paying significant penalties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://morinvillenews.com/2020/04/30/conservatives-calling-on-liberals-to-allow-penalty-free-rrsp-withdrawals/

