
Funding Supports

 On March 11th the Prime Minister announced available
funding for federal public health measures which
includes ongoing support for preparedness in on-
reserve First Nations communities.

 With this funding, my department has been working to
address immediate pressures of First Nations
communities in activating, updating and testing their
pandemic plans.

 Additionally, the investment of $305 Million in this
legislation for the distinctions-based Indigenous
Community Support Fund will help address the
immediate needs in First Nation, Inuit and Metis Nation
communities.

If pressed further on funding:

 This fund will provide Indigenous leadership with the
ability to make choices that work for their communities.

 It is anticipated that funding will be used to address
immediate needs related to COVID-19 in First Nations,
Inuit and Métis Nation communities. Communities will
be able to proactively respond to emerging needs as
they arise.

 Funding is in the process of being distributed.



If pressed on coordination with other federal benefits:

 ISC officials have been working with their counterparts
at the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) and Employment
and Social Development Canada (ESDC) to ensure
Indigenous Peoples are considered in the development
of outreach materials on the new federal benefits, such
as the Canada Emergency Response Benefit and the
Canada Emergency Student Benefit.

 ISC, CRA and ESDC websites and communications
materials are being updated to address questions or to
clarify information from Indigenous Peoples.

 CRA, ESDC and ISC are also sharing materials on the
new Federal Benefits with various Indigenous networks
to promote access to the new funding.

If pressed – Additional Support to Respond to COVID-19

 Today the Prime Minister announced $285 million to
support the rapid and efficient public health response
for Indigenous communities to the current COVID-19
pandemic.

 This investment allows us to rapidly respond to the
evolving health related needs and support community-
led responses in communities across the country.

 This means increased support for primary healthcare
capacity and personal protective equipment, and
enables more nurses in nursing stations and health
centres.

 Funding will also support surge health capacity for Inuit
organizations in Inuit Nunangat, should provincial and
territorial capacity become strained.

 We will continue to work in partnership with Indigenous
communities and stand ready to provide addition
support when needed.



If pressed – Income Assistance

 We are acutely aware of the disproportionate socio-
economic impact COVID-19 has on Indigenous
communities.

 No one should be faced with the choice between a roof
above their heads or food for their family.

 Today’s announcement of $270 million, $139M of which
is COVID-19 specific, is to supplement the On-Reserve
Income Assistance Program to help ensure that those
who rely on income assistance are able to meet basic
needs such as rent, transportation and food during
COVID-19.

 This funding will also support service delivery amid
increased demand on the program by helping hire
additional staff to better serve First Nations
communities and connect individuals to other
government programs.

 We remain focused on making sure that individuals and
families are provided with the supports they need during
the pandemic.



Urban Supports

 First Nation, Inuit and Metis living in urban centres face
unique needs and challenges.

 We heard loud and clear that more support is needed for
Indigenous organizations working and operating in
urban centres.

 That is why last week the Prime Minister announced an
additional $75 million for these organizations supporting
Indigenous Peoples living in urban areas and off-
reserve.

 This announcement marks a five-fold increase in the
initial funding -

 And will support Indigenous community-based
solutions that address critical needs to combat COVID-
19.

If pressed on urban supports:

 The initial $15 million allocated to off-reserve First
Nations and urban Indigenous organizations was
available through a proposal-based process.

 The initial allocation was oversubscribed, with over 500
proposals.

 That is why we allocated an additional $75 million to
organizations and groups serving Indigenous Peoples
living in urban areas and off reserve.

 We have streamlined the process to flow funds quickly
and directly to Indigenous communities and groups
across the country.

If pressed on Community Support Fund Allocation:

 The $15 million of funding allocated to regional, urban,
and off-reserve Indigenous organizations is designed to
allow for maximum flexibility to fund according to local
priorities and needs.



 We are working quickly to get funds out the door and
have streamlined the application process and
disbursement process to allow funds to flow directly to
Indigenous communities and groups across the
country.

 This fund is intended to give communities the ability to
fund according to their priorities and needs.

 It can, for example, provide support for:
o Increased transportation costs within and outside

of communities for community members who can
no longer use public transportation;

o Goods to community members who are in
preventative isolation or quarantine;

o Support for Elders;
o Food bank/nutritional assistance: community care

packages of food, water, cleaning products,
nutritional supplements;

 Once again - this is just a start. We know more support
will be needed and we are actively working with
Indigenous communities to identify and deliver the
specific supports they need.

If pressed on CAP Court Challenge:

 Indigenous Services Canada has been made aware of
the court challenge brought forward by the Congress of
Aboriginal Peoples.

 Since the beginning of this pandemic, urban and off-
reserve Indigenous organizations, along with local
community organizations have been working around the
clock to provide direct services to Indigenous Peoples.

 In response to these needs and in support of service-
delivery organizations on the front-lines of COVID-19,
ISC has taken immediate action to support these
organizations through the Indigenous Community
Support Fund within which $15 million was allocated to
regional, urban, and off-reserve Indigenous
organizations.



 Indigenous Services Canada has provided $250,000 to
CAP to assist their efforts in supporting Indigenous
Peoples during COVID-19.

 This funding allocation is just one part of ISC’s
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, which is
complemented by actions taken across the government
to support the most vulnerable during this time.

 We know more support is needed and are actively
working with communities to identify and deliver the
supports to make sure no Indigenous community is left
behind.



Shelters

 Shelters in First Nations communities provide a vital
place of refuge for women and children escaping
violence.

 $50 million was allocated to women's shelters and
sexual assault centres across Canada to help with their
capacity to manage or prevent a COVID outbreak in their
facilities.

 This includes $10 million in direct funding for 46
emergency shelters in First Nations communities and in
Yukon to support Indigenous women and children
fleeing violence.

 These new funds will provide shelters with additional
capacity to manage or prevent an outbreak in their
facilities.

If pressed – 12 New Shelters

 While we urge Canadians to stay at home during this

pandemic we are intensely aware that that home is not a

safe place for people who experience domestic or

intimate partner violence.

 Today, we announce $44.8 million over five years to

build 12 new shelters to help protect Indigenous woman

and  children fleeing domestic violence.

 This funding will help build 10 shelters in First Nations
communities on reserve across the country, and two in
the territories.

 The government will also provide $40.8 million to
support operational costs for these new shelters over
the first five years, and then $10.2 million annually
ongoing.



 This funding is in addition to previously announced
COVID-19 supports for Indigenous women and girls
experiencing and fleeing violence and to the $1 million
per year ongoing to engage Métis leaders and service
providers on shelter provision and community-led
violence prevention projects for Métis women, girls,
LGBTQ, and Two-Spirit People.

If pressed on shelters for Inuit women

 We understand that Inuit women face heightened
challenges when seeking refuge from domestic
violence.

 Friday’s announcement to build 2 new shelters in the
north for Indigenous women and children escaping
violence is a step in the right direction but we know
more support is needed.

 Specifically, more support is needed for Inuit women
living in Inuit Nunangat and across the country.

 Moving forward, we will continue to work with Pauktuutit
Inuit Women of Canada and other Inuit partners on the
construction of shelters and future supports for Inuit
women.

If pressed on closure of women’s shelter:

 We are aware of the reported COVID-19 cases in a
Native women’s shelter in Montreal.

 The health and safety of community members, whether
they reside on reserve or not, is a top priority for this
government.

 The Government of Quebec is the lead in addressing the
situation in Montreal and investigating potential cases.

 We remain committed to supporting provincial partners
in responding to this outbreak.



If pressed further on closure of women’s shelter

 In 2020, ISC allocated $150,000 to the Native women’s
shelter for its own activities and to support the
Resilience day centre for homeless people.

 We will continue to offer support and address surge
capacity as needed.



COVID-19 Region-Specific Card

As of June 1, the total number of reported COVID-19 cases

among First Nations communities is 218. Five people have

died and 190 have recovered.

Confirmed cases in Saskatchewan

 We are paying specific attention to the preparedness
and response needs of First Nation, Inuit, and Metis
communities.

 We are actively working with the Northern Inter-Tribal
Health Authority and the Saskatchewan Health
Authority; and, the other communities where COVID-19
test positive cases have been confirmed to ensure
necessary resources are in place.

 The health and safety of the individuals and the
communities is a top priority and to respect the privacy
of the individuals sick with COVID-19, we will not be
commenting on the specifics of individual cases.

 We will continue to support the communities and
address surge capacity as needed.

Confirmed cases in Ontario

 We are paying specific attention to the preparedness
and response needs of First Nation, Inuit, and Metis
communities.

 We are actively working with the communities where
COVID-19 test positive cases have been confirmed to
ensure necessary resources are in place.

 The health and safety of the individuals and the
communities is a top priority and to respect the privacy
of the individuals sick with COVID-19, we will not be
commenting on the specifics of the cases.

 We will continue to support the communities and
address surge capacity as needed.



Confirmed cases in Quebec

 We are paying specific attention to the preparedness
and response needs of First Nation, Inuit, and Metis
communities.

 We are actively working with the communities to ensure
necessary resources are in place.

 The health and safety of the communities is a top
priority and to respect the privacy of those who are sick
with COVID-19, we will not be commenting on the
specifics of the case.

 We will continue to support the communities and
address surge capacity as needed.

If pressed on Death of a Cree elder in Quebec

 The Government of Canada expresses our deepest
sympathies to the family and everyone affected in the
community.

 We understand from our partners that the deceased
individual was being treated at a provincial institution in
Montreal.

 All healthcare for the Eeyou (Cree) in Quebec is funded
and provided through the provincial health system.

 We are funding Cree Board of Health and Social
Services at approximately $7M per year, directly through
a 5-year funding agreement.

 The Government of Canada remains committed to
supporting partners and provincial governments in
responding to the pandemic.



Confirmed cases in Alberta

 We are paying specific attention to the preparedness
and response needs of First Nation, Inuit, and Metis
communities.

 The health and safety of the communities is a top
priority and to respect the privacy of those who are sick
with COVID-19, we will not be commenting on the
specifics of the case.

 We are working with First Nations across Alberta to
address surge capacity needs including capital support
for isolation measures and additional nursing frontline
care resources.

 Our regional Medical Officers of Health and
Communicable Disease Control teams are actively
working in partnership with communities where COVID-
19 cases have been confirmed to implement disease
control and public health measures to support
containment and mitigate community spread.

Confirmed cases in the territories

 As of May 4th, there were confirmed cases in the NWT,
but they are now all recovered. The Government of the
Northwest Territories is testing anyone with flu-like
symptoms and who travelled outside of the Northwest
Territories within the last 14 days.

 As of May 4th, there were confirmed cases in the Yukon,
but they are now all recovered. As per the
communicable disease protocol in the Yukon, the
territorial government is not releasing the location of the
individuals.

Confirmed cases in ATL and situation in NB

 We are paying specific attention to the preparedness
and response requirements of First Nation and Inuit
communities across the Atlantic Provinces.



 There are no known cases of COVID 19 among residents
of Atlantic First Nations or Inuit communities.

 In response to a COVID-19 outbreak near First Nation
communities in northern New Brunswick, our Medical
Officers are working with community health staff and
provincial public health officials to prevent its spread to
the First Nations communities and to prepare for its
possible arrival.



Kashechewan If pressed on the timeframe for relocation

 Last Spring, Chief Friday, Ontario’s Minister of
Indigenous Affairs and my predecessor signed the 2019
Framework Agreement, confirming the relocation of
Kashechewan First Nation to higher ground.

 A key step is the transfer of provincial lands to Canada
to be designated as reserve lands.

 Our Federal officials continue to work with the First
Nation and provincial officials to advance the Addition
to Reserve.

If pressed on work done to advance the relocation

 Since the signing the 2019 Framework Agreement, we
have been working with the community to undertake a
Comprehensive Community Planning process, including
a survey of all community residents.

 A Project Manager and Road Design Consultant have

been engaged to plan the development of an access

road to the new community site.

 Work is also underway on studies to plan the

development of the new community and detailed cost

estimates to support the approval process for funding.

If pressed on water

 All Canadians should have access to safe, clean, and
reliable drinking water.

 The Water Treatment Plant Upgrade project was
completed in November 2019.

 This has improved the safety of drinking water and the
operation of fire hydrants throughout the community.

 We are working closely with the community to continue
bringing clean and safe water to their homes.



If pressed on housing

 Between 2015 and 2017, Kashechewan First Nation
  received more than $49 million for 52 duplexes (104
  housing units) to replace flood-damaged homes and
  reduce overcrowding in the community.

 These homes were built on raised pilings to be more
  flood-resilient and to facilitate moving them.

 Kashechewan First Nation has more than $2.9 million
  available to address their priority housing needs.

 We continue to work with the community to support a 5-
  year Housing Plan to address priorities while planning
  for relocation of the community.

Background

Kashechewan First Nation has for many years advocated for relocation of the community to a 
site upstream on the Albany River to mitigate the threat of annual flooding during spring

breakup. A consultant’s report completed in November 2018 confirmed that the community’s 
preferred site (known as Site 5) would support the development of a new community. An initial 
estimate of the cost of relocation is over $800 million. On May 9, 2019, former Minister of 
Indigenous Services, Seamus O’Regan, Kashechewan First Nation’s former Chief Leo Friday 
and Ontario’s Minister of Indigenous Affairs Greg Rickford signed the 2019 Framework 
Agreement which affirmed the parties’ shared priority to move forward with the long-term 
objective of relocating Kashechewan First Nation to higher ground.

A project manager is overseeing planning for development of a road to Site 5 and a Road 
Design Consultant was engaged in January 2020. ISC is also working with Kashechewan First 
Nation to engage an overall project manager to plan the development of the new community.. 
Discussions are moving forward on an Addition to Reserve for lands at Site 5. Planning studies 
are expected to determine the estimated total cost of relocation by March 2021, following which 
funding approval can be sought.

Total funding of $2,973,650 is currently available in Kashechewan First Nation to address its 
housing priorities. This includes new core capital funding of $515,732 in 2019-2020, an 
Enhanced Housing allocation of $773,598 in 2019-2020, and unexpended housing funds carried 
forward from 2018-2019 into 2019-202 in the amount of $1,684,320.

Kashechewan First Nation has opened a new, 24 classroom school. Students started classesin 

the north wing (16 classrooms) in October 2019, and in the south wing (8 classrooms) in 
January 2020. The Department provided funding approval in December 2018, in the amount of

$14,894,938, in response to the community’s August 2018 declaration of a state of emergencyin 

over health and safety concerns in the portable school buildings. The school is built on pilings to 

facilitate future relocation to Site 5.

Since 2016, Kashechewan leadership has raised concerns about environmental factors, 
including mould and unsanitary water, as the cause of skin rashes of children. ISC continues to 
work with the community to promote good skin care practices.

There has not been a major flood in Kashechewan for 5 years and ISC Ontario Region is 
working with the Provincial Emergency Operations Centre and with the provincial ministries to 
monitor the situation.
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Canadian Human Rights Tribunal

 We have been clear – our goal is comprehensive, fair,
and equitable compensation that will further healing for
those impacted by the historic inequities in First Nations
child welfare.

 Our goal remains a comprehensive, fair and equitable
settlement that will further healing.

 We maintain there are substantive unresolved questions
on the CHRT’s jurisdiction.

 We remain committed to finding a fair way forward on
compensation for First Nation children and which may
be outside of the CHRT process.

If pressed further

 The over-representation of Indigenous children in care
is a sad and dark part of our shared history that we must
address.

 We have been clear – we intend to compensate First
Nations children harmed by the previously
discriminatory child and family service policies.

 Throughout this process our focus remains advancing a
plan that prioritizes the best interests of the individual
child;

 and puts the safety, well-being and security of that child
at the forefront.

 We have worked closely with the Parties and found
consensus on most of the key areas for a safe
compensation process, as part of the joint Framework
for the Payment of Compensation that has been filed
with the Tribunal.



If pressed on Compliance

 We continue to work with the parties to the complaint on
issues arising from the CHRT rulings.

 Resources including additional staffing and process
review as part of Continuous Quality improvements to
address CHRT orders are ongoing.

 We are improving supports to regional focal points,
providing ongoing education, regular review of Standard
Operating procedures, as well as efficient review of over
572, 000 service requests since 2016. This allows
products and services to be accessed by those
requesting them as soon as possible.

If pressed on continuing with Judicial Review

 Our government is committed to seeking an equitable,
fair and comprehensive settlement to all proceedings
that will ensure long-term benefits for individuals and
families and enable community healing.

 We have brought the Judicial Review to obtain clarity on
certain issues so that we can focus on what’s really
important – compensating those who have been
wronged.

If pressed on the Moushoum class action

 Our government has been clear that we intend to
compensate First Nations children harmed by
discriminatory government policies related to First Nations
child and family services.

 The issuance of a second proposed class action by the
AFN has complicated the situation in that only one can go
forward to certification.  We hope that the two groups can
agree to go forward together.

 Counsel for the two class actions asked for time to hold
discussions. We agreed to that request.

 We will continue to work with all parties to move this
important matter forward.



First Nations Child and Family Services Program – Reform Efforts
To Date

 We’ve more than doubled funding for the First Nations
Child and Family Services Program based on agencies’
actual needs and with an emphasis on prevention –
increasing from $681 million in 2015-2016 to  $1.7 billion in
2019-2020.

 We passed co-developed legislation last year that enables
Indigenous communities to assert jurisdiction over child
and family services, and establishes minimum standards
to ensure the best interests of Indigenous children.

 We are ensuring that there is an appropriate framework for
Indigenous children to be cared for in the right way, with
connections to their communities, cultures, and
languages.

Jordan’s Principle – Specific Case (M.J.)

 We are working with partners to advance the well-being of
Indigenous children.

 While we cannot comment on a specific case, we are
committed to ensuring that no First Nations child faces
barriers in receiving the support or service he or she
needs due to discrimination.

 Over 572, 000 requests for supports and services have
been approved for children since 2015.

 We will be continuing conversations with the parties to the
Tribunal to address any outstanding concerns.

Jordan’s Principle-First Nations Identity

 Our Government is working with partners to continue full
compliance of Tribunal orders on Jordan’s Principle.

 For Jordan’s Principle, we have expanded eligibility to
non-Status First Nations children living on reserve,
non-Status First Nations children who could be eligible for
status, and non-Status First Nation children ordinarily
resident on reserve.



 In accordance with the Tribunal’s February 2019 Interim
Relief Order, we have expanded eligibility to First Nations
children who do not have status nor are eligible for status
registration, have urgent and/or life threatening needs, but
are recognized by their Nation.

 We are currently waiting for the Tribunal to issue a ruling
on the definition of First Nations.

If pressed on the Department’s costs related to CFS legal
challenges

 Our commitment to compensate First Nations children
harmed by discriminatory child and family services
policies is firm.

 Our goal remains a comprehensive, fair and equitable
resolution to compensate Indigenous children harmed by
discriminatory government policies.

 We continue to work with all parties to move this important
matter forward.

 We’ve more than doubled funding to child and
family services agencies, based on actual needs and with
an emphasis on prevention – increasing from $681 million
in 2015-2016 to  $1.7 billion in 2019-2020.

AFN Class Action on Compensation

 Our Government fully agrees – we intend to compensate
First Nations children harmed by discriminatory child and
family services policies.

 We remain focused on delivering fair and equitable
compensation.

 We hope all parties can work together so that we can
continue advancing toward our shared goal of
compensating children.

 We made a commitment and nothing about our
commitment changes. We will continue to work with all
relevant parties to ensure we make this right.



NAN Participation in Compensation Process

 The Canadian Human Rights Tribunal ordered us to enter
into discussions with the Assembly of First Nations and
the First Nations Caring Society to establish an
independent process for compensation.

 We have had productive discussions involving all of the
parties to the CHRT litigation

 We appreciate the feedback NAN provided but we all
agreed to engage in confidential conversation and will
honour that.

Compensation for parents of children who died in care

 The Tribunal has provided guidance on this important
issue.

 We have worked with the Parties to seek consensus on a
number of key areas for the process for compensation,
which are included in our joint submission.

 Negotiation, rather than litigation, remains this
Government’s preferred method of resolution.



BACKGROUND

Indigenous Services Canada (ISC)'s First Nations Child and Family Services (FNCFS) Program provides
funding to support the safety and well-being of First Nation children on reserve. Funding is provided to
FNCFS agencies, provinces and the Yukon Territory to support the delivery of prevention and protection
services on-reserve. ISC does not deliver the services. These services are provided in accordance with
the legislation and standards of the province or territory of residence and in a manner that is reasonably
comparable to those available to other provincial residents in similar circumstances, within ISC’s Program
authorities. Funding under the FNCFS Program is provided according to a prevention-based funding
model.

In 2016, the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal (CHRT) found Canada’s FNCFS Program to be
discriminatory and ordered Canada to immediately remedy the discrimination. On February 1, 2018, the
Tribunal added items to its previous order, including paying the actual costs of FNCFS agencies in
prevention and other areas. The Department is working closely with the parties to the complaint – the
Assembly of First Nations, the First Nations Child and Family Caring Society, the Chiefs of Ontario,
Nishnawbe Aski-Nation, the Canadian Human Rights Commission and Amnesty International – to fully
implement the various orders of the Tribunal.

In January 2018, the Government of Canada hosted an Emergency Meeting on Indigenous Child and
Family Services, with national and regional Indigenous leadership, as well as federal, provincial and
territorial governments, to discuss the causes that lead to the high rate of Indigenous children in care and
how to work together towards systemic reform. At that meeting, the Government announced its
commitment to six points of action that included the potential for federal legislation, as called for in the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Call to Action #4; continuing to fully implement previous CHRT
orders (from 2016 and prior to September 2019); reform First Nations child and family services including
moving to a flexible funding model; and work with partners to shift the focus of programming to culturally-
appropriate prevention, early intervention, and family reunification.

The Act respecting First Nations, Inuit and Métis children, youth and families (Act) was co-developed with
Indigenous, provincial and territorial partners and received Royal Assent on June 21,2019. The Act will
come into force on January 1, 2020.

On February 21, 2019, the CHRT addressed a new complaint regarding the definition of a First Nations
child for the purposes of implementing Jordan’s Principle, and issued an interim relief order stating that
Canada “shall provide First Nations children living off reserve who have urgent and/or life threatening
needs, but do not have (and are not eligible for) Indian Act status, with the services required to meet
those urgent and/or life-threatening service needs, pursuant to Jordan’s Principle”.

On September 6, 2019, the CHRT released an Order on compensation. The Tribunal ordered Canada to
pay the maximum amount of $40,000 ($20,000 for pain and suffering and $20,000 for wilful and reckless
conduct) per child and parent or grandparent. Canada is required to report back to the Tribunal by
December 10, 2019, on a compensation process agreed to by the complainants. A failure to reach an
agreement will result in the panel ordering one of its own creation. On October 4, 2019 the Attorney
General of Canada filed a Notice of Application for Judicial Review and a Motion to stay with the Federal
Court. The compensation ruling remains in effect unless it is stayed by the Federal Court. A decision on
the application for judicial review has not yet been rendered.

There remains four outstanding orders to come from the CHRT on the following issues: 1) major capital;
2) band representative services actual costs; 3) small agencies; and 4) the definition of a First Nations
child for the purposes of Jordan’s Principle.

During the COVID-19 epidemic, ISC has expanded eligible expenses to support First Nations agencies
and communities in addressing emergency concerns.  Additionally, ISC recently introduced a national
temporary measure to ensure that services already funded through the First Nations Child and Family
Services Program are maintained for all First Nations youth who reach the age of majority or who are past
the age of majority but are in special care arrangements, between at least March 9, 2020 and September
30, 2020. Partners were informed in March 2020.
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Water and Wastewater

 All Canadians should have access to safe, clean, and
reliable drinking water.

 As of December 31, 2019, more than $1.44 billion of
targeted funding has been invested to support 602 water
and wastewater projects, including 276 that are now
completed. These projects will serve 464,000 people in
586 First Nation communities.

 Much work remains, but the results are encouraging
with 88 long-term drinking water advisories lifted to
date.

If pressed on COVID-19 and timelines for DWAs

 Much work remains, but the results are encouraging
with 88 long-term drinking water advisories lifted to
date.

 We are also providing sustainable investments to
prevent short-term advisories, expand delivery systems,
build capacity of and retain local water operators, and
support regular monitoring and testing.

 To date, 155 short-term advisories have been prevented
from becoming long-term through these investments.

 We remain committed and will continue to work in
partnership with communities to end all long-term
drinking water advisories on public systems on reserve.

If pressed on water issues other than LTDWAs

 We are providing sustainable investments to prevent
short-term advisories, expand delivery systems, build
capacity of and retain local water operators, and support
regular monitoring and testing.

 To date, 155 short-term advisories have been prevented
from becoming long-term through these investments.

 We know our plan is working and we will continue
working with partners to improve access to clean water
on reserve.



If pressed on single-use plastic commitment (including plastic
water bottles)

 Our government is taking bold action to ban harmful
single-use plastics.

 This ban comes into effect in 2021 – the same time at
which we have committed to lifting all long-term
drinking water advisories on reserve so that
communities have access to safe, clean, and reliable
drinking water.

 We are well on our way to doing so, with 88 long-term
drinking water advisories lifted since 2015, and
155 short-term advisories prevented from becoming
long-term.

If pressed on Safe Drinking Water for First Nations Act

 We are committed towards the goal of ensuring that all
First Nations communities have access to safe, clean
and reliable drinking water.

 Our Government is working with First Nation leaders,
communities and organizations to co-develop long-term
solutions to ensure clean drinking water for all
communities.

 We will continue to work with the Assembly of First
Nations, who is leading engagements to find solutions
to the concerns First Nations raised with the current
Act.

If pressed on training and certification of water operators

 We know that regular and proper maintenance is
essential to ensuring access to well-functioning water
systems.

 Budgets 2016 and 2018 dedicated funds to First Nation
communities to train operators of water and wastewater
systems, with the goal of skill retention in their
communities.

 Annually, we spend approximately $15 million on
First Nations water and wastewater operator training.



 We are working closely with First Nation communities to
ensure they have the resources they need to operate
water systems to ensure everyone has access to safe
drinking water on reserve.

If pressed on Water Operator Salary Gap

 Water operators are key to ensuring communities have
access to clean drinking water and reliable
infrastructure.

 Budget 2019 dedicated an additional $739 million over
five years, to support ongoing efforts to eliminate and
prevent long-term drinking water advisories.

 We are working closely with First Nations to ensure they
have the resources they need to operate and maintain
their water systems, including by reforming how we
fund operations and maintenance of infrastructure, as
well as operator salaries.

 We are also supporting efforts to recruit, train and retain
water operators across the country.

If pressed on short-term drinking water advisories

 We know that water needs are dynamic, and short-term
advisories can arise for a number of reasons such as
water line breaks, equipment failure, and maintenance
or weather issues.

 Budget 2019 dedicated an additional $739 million over
five years, to support ongoing efforts to eliminate and
prevent long-term drinking water advisories.

 While most of these situations are resolved quickly by
the community operators, we continue to work closely
with those communities that require support.

If pressed on Trihalomethanes (THMs) in Drinking Water

 Our Department tests community water supplies
quarterly for trihalomethanes (THMs), as per national
guidelines. The results are provided to First Nations.

 If an exceedance is identified, we work in collaboration
with communities to reduce the level of THMs and other
disinfection by-products (DBPs) in community drinking
water supplies.



 Since 2017, the total number of First Nation community
drinking water systems with an exceedance above the
maximum acceptable concentration (MAC) has
decreased.

If pressed on what action the government has taken to date on
trihalomethanes

 Disinfection by-products called trihalomethanes (THMs)
and haloacetic acids (HAAs) are formed naturally in any
water system when chlorine in water combines with
organic matter like leaves or other vegetation.

 The benefits of disinfecting drinking water with chlorine
are much greater than the potential health risks of being
exposed to higher levels of disinfection by-products.

 Systems with exceedances are identified and tracked by
ISC. This allows us to work with the First Nation to plan
for how we will address these systems.

If pressed on Safe Drinking Water Litigations

 All Canadians should have access to safe, clean, and
reliable drinking water.

 We respect the right of Indigenous groups to seek the
Court’s direction.

 We will continue working with the First Nations to
develop and implement plans for addressing their water
system needs.

 Much work remains, but the results are encouraging
with 88 long-term drinking water advisories lifted to date
and 155 short-term advisories prevented from becoming
long-term.

If pressed on Lead in Drinking Water

 Since 2003, we have been supporting the monitoring of

drinking water for lead in First Nation community water

systems south of 60 degrees parallel.

 In March 2019, Health Canada published a revised

guideline for lead in drinking water. All regions have

started to implement this enhanced monitoring.



 This enhancement includes testing every drinking water

fountain or cold-water tap where water is used for

drinking or food preparation in children’s facilities.

COVID-19 and drinking water

 We are working with communities to minimize the
impact of COVID-19 on the continued provision of safe,
clean drinking water.

 We remain in contact with all communities and back-up
plans are in place to support continuity of water and
wastewater service provision throughout the pandemic.

 Emergency support for system operation remains
available to First Nations communities, including
through the Circuit Rider Training Program. As well,
Operations and Maintenance funding continues to flow
to First Nations communities to support effective water
operations.

If Pressed on COVID-19 and drinking water

 Environmental Public Health Officers continue to work
directly with First Nations to assist them in monitoring
drinking water quality, which includes providing advice
and guidance from a public health perspective.

 This includes supporting the role of Community-based
Water Monitors to ensure the health of their
communities through the consistent monitoring of the
drinking water supply and prompt notification of any
unsatisfactory samples.

 We continue to work closely with individual
communities and partners to coordinate resources and
keep communities safe.

If pressed on COVID-19 and DWAs

 During a Boil Water Advisory or Do Not Consume
Advisory, tap water can still be used to wash hands with
soap and water and for personal hygiene.

 If a Do Not Use Advisory is in place, bottled water with
soap or hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol should
be used to wash hands.



 Letters have been sent to First Nations communities
currently on a Drinking Water Advisory. For these
communities, ISC provides supplies such as bottled
water, and hand sanitizer where needed.

Insufficient COVID-19 Related Infrastructure

 We recognize the infrastructure challenges faced by many
First Nations, Inuit, and Métis Nation communities.

 We are exploring all options to address COVID-19
community infrastructure needs, including supporting
temporary isolation and testing facilities, and additional
staff.

 We have been clear that supports for Indigenous
communities are not limited by financial capacity.

 We will continue to work closely with individual
communities and partners to coordinate resources and
keep communities safe.

BACKGROUND

ISC is working in full partnership with First Nation communities, including with First Nations technical
advisors and leaders, to support sustainable First Nations-led approaches to ensure that on-reserve
water systems are safe. This includes Technical Services Advisory Group in Alberta (TSAG), the Ontario
First Nations Technical Services Corporation (OFNTSC), the Atlantic Policy Congress, and technical
service delivery Hubs pilot projects in Ontario. ISC also works directly with First Nations to assist
communities in monitoring drinking water quality in all water systems, which includes providing advice and
guidance about drinking water safety and wastewater disposal, and reviewing infrastructure project
proposals from a public health perspective.

As part of Budget 2016, the Government of Canada committed to end by March 2021 all long-term
drinking water advisories affecting public systems on reserve. Phase 1 of the Investing in Canada
infrastructure plan supports this goal by providing an unprecedented $1.8 billion over five years for First
Nation communities to significantly improve on-reserve water and wastewater infrastructure, ensure
proper facility operation and maintenance, and strengthen capacity by enhancing the training of water
system operators. Budget 2016 also included $141.7 million over five years in new funding to the
Department to improve drinking water monitoring and testing on reserve. In addition, Budget 2017
provided $49 million over 3 years to address advisories as part of the expanded scope which added
24 long-term drinking water advisories to the Government’s commitment. Budget 2018 committed an
additional $172.6 million over three years to support initiatives to accelerate, where possible, the pace of
construction and renovation of affected water systems, support repairs to high-risk water systems and
assist efforts to recruit, train and retain water operators. These funds will also support efforts to establish
innovative First Nations-led service delivery models. Lastly, Budget 2019 commits an additional $739
million over five years, beginning in 2019-20, with $184.9 million per year ongoing. This investment will
support ongoing efforts to eliminate and prevent long-term drinking water advisories by funding urgent
repairs to vulnerable water systems and the operation and maintenance of water systems so that First
Nations communities can effectively operate and maintain their public drinking water systems.

As of December 31, 2019, more than $1.44 billion of targeted funding has been invested to support 602
water and wastewater projects, including 276 that are now completed. These projects will serve
approximately 464,000 people in 586 First Nation communities.

It should be noted that Drinking water advisories (DWAs) are issued to protect the public from drinking
water that is potentially unsafe, or confirmed to be unsafe, based on water quality testing. DWAs are
issued by First Nations in their communities and off-reserve by provincial, territorial or municipal
governments.



Communities may also choose to issue a DWA as a precautionary measure, such as when there are
emergency repairs in the water distribution system or if a community does not have a trained Water
System Operator or Community-Based Drinking Water Quality Monitor in place. Some DWAs are short-
term to advise residents of a temporary water quality issue on a specific water system (e.g: equipment
failure).

The government is working closely with First Nations by providing sustainable investments, expanding
delivery systems, building capacity of and retaining local water operators, as well as supporting regular
monitoring and testing on all drinking water systems to prevent short-term and re-occurring advisories.

In 2014, the Tsuu T’ina Nation, the Sucker Creek First Nation, the Ermineskin Cree Nation and the Blood
Tribe, with reserves located in Treaties 6, 7 and 8, sued Canada alleging Canada created and sustained
unsafe drinking water conditions on their reserves and throughout Canada. The First Nations claim
declarations and damages for breach of fiduciary duty, breach of the Honour of the Crown, and breaches
of sections 7 and 15(1) of the Charter. The Assembly of First Nations has passed resolutions supporting
this litigation. This action has been stayed by the Federal Court on consent of the parties for one-year
periods since the fall of 2015. During this timeframe, the parties entered into “without prejudice” meetings
and discussions to resolve their concerns about safe drinking water in these First Nations’ reserves, and
to resolve the proceedings by agreement or by narrowing the issues out of court. The stay expired on
September 19, 2019 and the file is in Case Management, in the Federal Court.

The Okanagan Indian Band is also seeking declarations that Canada has breached its fiduciary duty,
breached the Honour of the Crown, violated the Charter and breached its obligations under the
Constitution by failing to create and sustain safe water conditions on First Nations’ reserves. The Band
seeks a declaration that Canada is obliged to remedy the unsafe drinking water conditions on reserve,
with supervision of the Court, an order for damages and that Canada disgorge any savings made from
failing to provide adequate water supplies to the Band.

The Curve Lake First Nation and Chief Emily Whetung, on her own behalf and on behalf of all members
of the First Nation, claim that Canada has failed to address the inadequacies of their access to potable
water and the resulting human consequences. The Plaintiffs seek declarations that Canada has breached
its fiduciary duty, breached the Honour of the Crown, violated the Charter and, breached its obligations
under the Constitution by failing to address the inadequacies of their access to potable water. The
Plaintiffs further seek the immediate construction of appropriate water systems; $100 million for breaches
of Charter rights; $100 million for breaches of fiduciary duty, negligence and nuisance; and, $20 million in
punitive damages. Discussions continue with the Chief and Project Team on the next steps. The Chief
has invited the Regional team to visit the community in 2020.

The Tataskweyak First Nation has filed a national class proceeding involving any First Nation band that
has had a drinking water advisory lasting a year or more since 1995. The Band claims Canada breached
its fiduciary duties, breached the honour of the Crown, breached the Charter, section 36(1)(c) of the
Constitution Act, and is liable for individual causes of action like nuisance and negligence.

Michael Daryl Isnardy (Toosey First Nation in BC), filed a proposed class action proceeding as an
individual plaintiff in the Federal Court, representing aboriginal and First Nation persons unable to
consume or use water from their community water systems on First Nation reserves. He claims the Crown
created, sustained and allowed unsafe drinking water conditions, and is seeking declarations that Canada
breached its fiduciary duty and duty of care to the community, violated sections 7 (life, liberty and security
of the person) and 15(1) (equality right) of the Charter and, breached its obligations under paragraph
35(1) of the Constitution Act.

Riding: Various

Contact Person: Jennifer Esdaile (RO-SWM) (613) 612-8798
Consulted: Valerie Gideon, SADM-FNIHB (613) 957-7701
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Parliamentary: Rebecca Wong (819) 953-9603
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Ceremonies During COVID-19

 We recognize the importance and sacred nature of
  cultural ceremonies.

 Throughout this pandemic, Canada must not and will
  not prohibit these important cultural and spiritual
  practices.

 In light of COVID-19, we continue to encourage First
  Nations leaders and ceremonial organizers to consider
  provincial/territorial public health guidelines before they
  proceed.

 ISC officials will continue to provide advice and
  guidance on public health measures while respecting
  cultural practices and the needs of the community.

If pressed

 We reaffirm that any decision to cancel or postpone
  cultural practices remains the decision of the Elders and
  organizers in collaboration with community leadership.

 We fully respect the measures Chief and Council,
  ceremonial organizers and Elders put in place to reduce
  the spread of COVID-19 within their own communities.

 We are committed to respecting the self-determination
  of Indigenous Peoples. This means respecting decisions
  of community leadership.

If pressed on PowWow ceremonies in Manitoba

 ISC is working with [redacted] and First Nation
  leadership, including Grand Chief Dumas, to provide
  advice and guidance to all Manitoba First Nations on
  best practices to respect public health measures and
  physical distancing during cultural ceremonies and
  gatherings.

 We fully respect the measures that Manitoba Chiefs put
  in place to reduce the spread of COVID-19 within their
  own communities.



Keeyask / Tataskweyak Cree Nation blockade

 We recognize that First Nation, Inuit and Métis are

among the most vulnerable and face unique challenges

in addressing COVID-19.

Since the outbreak, First Nations have been leading the

response to protect the health and wellbeing of their

communities.

 On Sunday, an agreement was reached by all parties

and the blockades will be removed today. I applaud First

Nations leadership and Manitoba Hydro for the

respectful dialogue that led to this conclusion.

 As provinces begin to reopen, we will continue to work

with Indigenous communities to provide support to

avoid future outbreaks.

If pressed on public health measures being taken by Manitoba

Hydro

 The safety of First Nations people and communities is
our highest priority. This has never been more important
than it is right now.

 Our Government expects that all work on the Manitoba

Hydro project will strictly follow the advice and

guidance of public health officials and governments.

 We understand that Manitoba Hydro has taken
precautions for workers before they enter the First
Nation, including a period of quarantine.

 We will support the First Nation in working with their
partner on measures they feel are appropriate to protect
their community.



Background

Tataskweyak Cree Nation is located approximately 800 km north of Winnipeg and 120 km
northeast of Thompson, Manitoba. The on-reserve population is approximately 2,300. In 2009,
Tataskweyak Cree Nation and War Lake First Nation, Fox Lake Cree Nation, and York Factory
First Nation, entered into a partnership to develop the Keeyask Hydropower Generating
Partnership, a project to develop a 695 megwatt generating station on the Nelson River.

Work on the project involves a construction camp at a remote location, involving approximately
1,400 employees and contractors. The workers on the site are drawn from across Canada and
the United States. On March 22, Manitoba Hydro reduced the workforce at Keeyask down to
512 people, and that a shift change is now required for relief of these workers. A shift change
was scheduled for May 19 with approximately 700 people entering the work camp. Manitoba
Hydro took a number of precautionary steps in advance, such as requiring those entering the
site to quarantine for 14 days before entering the community. Additionally, anyone entering the
site must be tested for COVID-19 in advance, and respect physical distancing protocols. In an
affidavit filed by Manitoba Hydro with Court of Queen’s Bench, the Manitoba Chief Medical
Officer of Health states that he has reviewed these measures and the comply with current public
health directives.

On May 18, 2020, residents of Tatskweyak Cree Nation erected a blockade into the community.
Chief Doreen Spence has stated this is only to disrupt traffic into the Keeyask site, and that the
measures being taken by Manitoba Hydro is not appropriate for the safety of their community.
Manitoba Hydro sought and received an injunction to have access to the work site for a shift
change, which was served to the demonstrators on May 19. On May 20, news sources reported
that residents of Fox Lake Cree Nation had joined the demonstration, and had placed a
blockade at a location near the airport in Gillam, which is used by Manitoba Hydro as the arrival
point for crews coming into Keeyask.

On May 21, RCMP served an injunction at the site of the Tataskweyak blockade. Chief Batson
responded by tearing up the document. Manitoba Hydro subsequently advised leadership from
the four partner First Nations that operations at the Keeyask site will be reduced to a ‘care and
maintenance’ mode, with a workforce of 250-300 employees for an indefinite period. The CEO
of Manitoba Hydro agreed to meet with the Chiefs of the four First Nations.

On May 25, a statement was released by Manitoba Keewationwi Okimakanak and the four First
Nations indicating that an agreement has been reached and the blockades will be removed. In
addition to reduced staffing levels for an indefinite period, the injunction against Tataskweyak
Cree Nation has been removed, planning exercises will be undertaken, a project plan will be
completed, and a meeting will be held between First Nations and Manitoba Hydro leadership.
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