
 

 

  

 

   

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

   

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Office of the Commissioner Commissariat au lobbying 
of Lobbying of Canada du Canada 

FACT SHEET 

ETHI COMMITTEE APPEARANCE 2022-05-19 

Sampling of Regimes in Other Jurisdictions 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Lobbyists Transparency Act, changes brought into force May 4, 2021 

(adapted from: 

https://www.lobbyistsregistrar.bc.ca/handlers/DocumentHandler.ashx?DocumentID=424) 

• a new requirement for lobbyists to report monthly on lobbying activities directed at 

senior public office holders; lobbying activities include but are not limited to phone 

calls, emails, text messages, letters, in-person meetings 

• added a gift prohibition, in which lobbyists are prohibited from giving or promising to 

give gifts to public office holders they are lobbying; the gift prohibition contains a 

very limited exception, and there is a requirement for lobbyists to declare all gifts 

given or promised to public office holders — including the value of the gift, a 

description of the gift, to whom it was given or promised and the circumstances 

• new requirement that lobbyists report political and other specified contributions 

made to a Member of the Legislative Assembly or their political party or constituency 

association since the start of the last provincial election 

• lobbyists must also now report who controls, directs, or funds lobbying 

YUKON 

Lobbyists Registration Act, new regime that came into effect October 15, 2020 

(excepted from: https://yukonlobbyistregistry.ca/en/types-lobbyists) 

• in addition to employees lobbying on behalf of an individual, corporation, partnership 

or organization , in-house lobbyist includes: 

o a “directing mind”, meaning an individual who is a director, officer, partner, or 

otherwise controls the operations of the corporation, partnership or 

organization, in whole or in part, directly or indirectly and spends time 

performing lobbying duties for the benefit of the corporation, partnership or 

organization 

o a self-employed person who carries out lobbying duties in relation to the 

business 

https://www.lobbyistsregistrar.bc.ca/handlers/DocumentHandler.ashx?DocumentID=424
https://yukonlobbyistregistry.ca/en/types-lobbyists


 

    

 

         

  

  

     

 

  

    

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

     

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

IRELAND 

2018 Code of Conduct for Persons Carrying On Lobbying Activities, effective 

January 1, 2019 

Ireland’s Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 enables the Standards in Public Office Commission 

to produce and publish “a code of conduct for persons carrying on lobbying activities with a 

view to promoting high professional standards and good practice.” 

Developed through a 2018 consultation process (our office provided a submission), the 

resulting Code of Conduct came into effect on January 1, 2019. 

The Code sets out “principles by which persons carrying on lobbying activities should govern 

themselves in the course of carrying out lobbying activities, namely”: 

1. Demonstrating respect for public bodies; 

2. Acting with honesty and integrity; 

3. Ensuring accuracy of information; 

4. Disclosure of identity and purpose of lobbying activities; 

5. Preserving confidentiality; 

6. Avoiding improper influence (specific to gifts and hospitality); 

7. Observing the provisions of the Regulation of Lobbying Act; and 

8. Having regard to the Code of Conduct 

While the governing act requires lobbyists to have “regard to this Code”, there are no specific 

provisions related to investigating or dealing with non-compliance with the Code. 

AUSTRALIA 

The Australian Government’s enactment, the Lobbying Code of Conduct (last updated 2022), sets 

out registration requirements. 

Included within are “Principles of engagement with Government representatives”: 

• the lobbyist or person must not engage in any conduct that is corrupt, dishonest or 

illegal, or unlawfully cause or threaten any detriment to a person; 

• the lobbyist or person must use all reasonable endeavours to satisfy themselves of the 

truth and accuracy of all statements and information provided by them to clients whom 

they represent, the wider public and Government representatives; 

• the lobbyist or person must not make misleading, exaggerated or extravagant claims 

about, or otherwise misrepresent, the nature or extent of their access to Government 

representatives, members of political parties or to any other person; 

• the lobbyist or person must keep strictly separate from their lobbying activities any 

personal activity or involvement on behalf of a political party (noting that there are 

certain limits on registration, see paragraph 10(2)(c)); 

Page 2 of/de 9 

https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2015/act/5/section/16/enacted/en/html#sec16
https://www.lobbying.ie/media/6172/office-of-the-commissioner-of-lobbying-of-canada-submission-re-draft-code-of-conduct.pdf
https://www.lobbying.ie/media/6119/code-of-conduct-english-final-version-for-web.pdf
https://www.ag.gov.au/integrity/publications/lobbying-code-conduct


 

    

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

   

 

  

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

  

• when making initial contact with a Government representative with the intention of 

conducting lobbying activities the lobbyist or person must inform the Government 

representative of the following: 

o that they are a lobbyist or a person employed, contracted or engaged by a 

lobbyist; 

o whether they are currently listed on the Register of Lobbyists; 

o the name of each of their clients referred to in paragraph 7(1)(d) (including a 

client whose identity is not required to be made public under subsection 7(2)) on 

behalf of whom the lobbyist is conducting lobbying activities in relation to the 

Government representative; 

o the nature of the matters that each such client wishes them to raise with the 

Government representative; 

o if the lobbyist or person is prohibited from undertaking certain lobbying activities 

under section 11—the information included in the Register in relation to the 

lobbyist or person in accordance with paragraph 7(1)(c) and that the lobbyist or 

person complies with the prohibition in section 11. 

All but one Australian state jurisdictions have established codes of conduct for lobbyists, by way 

of regulations. 

As one example, the New South Wales (NSW) Government Lobbying of Government Officials 

(Lobbyists Code of Conduct) Regulation 2014, which sets out the following for all lobbyists: 

• Lobbyists to disclose matter to be discussed at proposed meeting: 

Lobbyists who seek a meeting to lobby NSW Government officials must disclose to the 

officials before the meeting the nature of the matter to be discussed. 

• Lobbyists to disclose any interest in matters discussed at meeting: 

Lobbyists who meet NSW Government officials must disclose to the officials before the 

meeting commences any financial or other interest they have in the matter to be 

discussed at the meeting. 

• Lobbyists not to engage in misleading, corrupt etc conduct: 

Lobbyists must not engage in any misleading, dishonest, corrupt or other unlawful 

conduct in connection with a meeting or other communication for the purpose of 

lobbying NSW Government officials. 

• Lobbyists to provide true and accurate information 

Lobbyists must use all reasonable endeavours to satisfy themselves of the truth and 

accuracy of all material information that they provide in connection with a meeting or 

other communication for the purpose of lobbying NSW Government officials. 
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FRANCE 

Ethical rules for lobbyists established under the Loi n° 2013-907 relative à la 

transparence de la vie publique 

(excepted from: https://www.hatvp.fr/en/high-authority/regulation-of-lobbying/list/#ethical-

rules-ri) 

The law sets out that “lobbyists shall conduct their activities with probity and integrity”. They are 

required to: 

(i) Declare their identity, the organisation they work for and the interests or entities they 

represent in their relations with public officials; 

(ii) Refrain from offering or giving to public officials gifts, donations or any advantages of 

significant value; 

(iii) Refrain from inciting public officials to violate ethical rules applicable to them; 

(iv) Refrain from using fraudulent means to obtain information or decisions from public 

officials; 

(v) Refrain from obtaining or attempting to obtain information or decisions by 

deliberately misinforming public officials or by resorting to deceptive manoeuvres; 

(vi) Refrain from organising conferences, events or meetings in which public officials 

would be remunerated, in any way, for speaking; 

(vii) Refrain from using the information obtained from public officials for commercial or 

advertising purposes; 

(viii) Refrain from selling to third parties copies of documents of the government or of an 

independent administrative or public authority, and from using the letterhead and the 

logo of these public authorities and administrative bodies; 

(ix) Strive to comply with all the rules set out in points 1 to 8 in their relations with the 

direct entourage of public officials. 

When the High Authority detects, on its own initiative or following a report, a breach of ethical 

rules, it sends a formal notice to the lobbyist in question. The formal notice, which may be 

published, orders the lobbyist to comply with its obligations, after allowing him or her to 

present his or her observations. 

After a formal notice, and for the next three years, the disregard of ethical obligations is 

punishable by one year’s imprisonment and a 15 000 euros fine. 
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NON-EXHAUSTIVE SAMPLING OF OECD’S IDENTIFICATION OF 

STANDARDS ESTABLISHED IN OTHER COUNTRIES, THAT ARE NOT 

EXPLICITLY COVERED IN CANADA’S FEDERAL REGIME 

(digested from OECD report “Lobbying in the 12st Century”, May 2021) 

REGULATED LOBBING 

Foreign influence 

Australia (foreign principles): activity for the purpose of political or governmental influence, a 

process in relation to a federal election or a designated vote; a process in relation to a federal 

government decision (including decisions made the Executive Council, the Cabinet or a 

committee of the Cabinet, a Minister or Ministers); proceedings of a House of the Parliament; a 

process in relation to a registered political party; a process in relation to a candidate in a federal 

election who is not endorsed by a registered political party 

United States (foreign agents): US domestic or foreign policy or the political or public 

interests of a foreign government or foreign political party 

Public procurement contracts 

France: equal to or greater than European thresholds 

Other 

Australia: allocation of government funding 

France: other public decisions, including licenses, permits, individual appointment decisions 

Israel: appointment or election of a persons for a position 

Peru: public decision: any process by which the public administration establishes policies or 

decision-making of any nature that have an economic, social or political significance of an 

individual or collective nature, or that affect interests in the various sectors of society 

United Kingdom: any license or authorization; the exercise of any other function 

United States: rule, executive order of the US Government ; administration or execution of a 

permit or federal license 

European Union: formulation or implementation of policy and the decision-making 

processes of the EU institutions; activities include organizing events/meetings/promotional 

activities/conferences/social events/invitations for EU representatives, voluntary 

contributions/participation in formal consultations/hearings/etc., provision of legal and other 

professional advice intended to influence EU institutions/representatives 
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LOBBYISTS 

Foreign agents/principles 

Australia (foreign principles): Persons undertaking registrable activities on behalf of a foreign 

principal for the purpose of political or governmental influence (exemptions in relation to 

humanitarian aid/assistance, legal advice/representation, diplomatic activities, religious activities, 

foreign government employees, commercial or business pursuits, industry bodies, registered 

charities, etc. 

United States (foreign agents): any person who acts as an agent, representative, employee, or 

servant, or otherwise acts at the order, request, or under the direction or control of a “foreign 

principal” and engages in political activities within the US, acts within the US as a public relations 

counsel (etc), dealing with contributions/loans/money/things of value within the US, 

representing with the US foreign interests before US officials or agencies (exemptions for 

diplomats, bone fide commercial activity not predominantly serving a foreign interest, 

humanitarian fundraising, religious/academic/fine arts/scientific pursuits, defense of foreign 

governments vital to US defense, legal representation be US courts/agencies, etc. 

Other lobbyists beyond consultants and employees lobbying on behalf of their 

employer 

Austria: self-governing bodies; advocacy groups 

Belgium: persons representing consulting firms, law firms, professional groups and associations, 

trade unions, NGOs, think tanks, research bodies, universities, organizations representing 

churches, religious communities 

France: interest representatives, including of law and consulting firms, professional 

organizations, trade unions, chambers of commerce, NGOs, think thanks, research institutes, 

foundations, public bodies conducting an industrial and commercial activity, self-employed 

individuals, etc.; registrations identity individuals who spend more than half of their working 

time on lobbying activities, and individuals who have performed more than ten influence actions 

in the last twelve months 

Germany: interest representatives are all natural or legal persons, partnerships or other 

organisations, including in the form of networks, platforms or other forms of collective action, 

which themselves carry out or commission interest representation activities (but not political 

parties, political foundations, religious organizations, etc.) 

Ireland: an employer with more than 10 employees where the communications are made on its 

behalf; a representative body with at least one employee communicating on behalf of its 

members and the communication is made by a paid employee or office holder of the body; an 

advocacy body with at least one employee that exists primarily to take up particular issues and a 

paid employee or office holder of the body is communicating on such issues; a third party being 
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paid to communicate on behalf of a client who fits into one of the preceding three categories; 

any person communicating about the development or zoning of land 

Italy: any natural or legal person who intends to carry out activities of interest representation 

towards Members of the Chamber of Deputies, whether of their own or of a client, includes 

trade unions and employers’ associations, non-governmental organizations, businesses, trade 

associations, subjects specializing in professional representation of third party interests, 

professional associations, consumers’ associations (but not constitutional bodies and public 

administrations, international and supranational organizations, diplomatic agents and consular 

officials, political parties and movements; religious denominations 

Peru: natural or legal person, national or foreign, who conducts interest management actions on 

behalf of their own interests or the interests of third parties, in relation to public decisions to be 

adopted by officials with public decision-making capacity; owners and managers of national or 

foreign media or their companies are prohibited from acting “managers of interest” 

United Kingdom: it does not matter whether the person to whom the communication is made, 

or the person making it, or both, are outside the United Kingdom when the communication is 

made. 

DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS 

Amount spent on lobbying activities 

Austria: for lobbying companies, expenses incurred for lobbying in excess of EUR 100,000; for 

interest representatives, estimated costs of advocacy confirmed by an external auditor 

France: the amount of expenditure related to lobbying activities in the past year, identified by 

thresholds 

Germany: annual financial expenditure for interest representation activities (in increments of 

EUR 10 000) 

Romania: annual budget allocated to lobbying activities (by selecting a threshold 

United States: estimation of payment received or expenditures incurred for lobbying activities 

European Union: financial information relating to lobbying activities 

Gifts, financial info/interests, etc. 

Germany: individual donations and grants received from public authorities, individual gifts from 

third parties (in increments of EUR 10 000 each), provided that the total value in relation to one 

donor exceed EUR 20 000 in one calendar year (the name of the donor, its place of residence or 

registered office, and a brief description of the benefit must also be provided); annual financial 

statements or statements of accounts of legal persons if there are no disclosure obligations 

under commercial law 

United States: semi-annual reports on certain contributions detailing political contributions and 

attesting to their compliance with Congress’ Code of Conduct as regards gifts 
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United States (foreign agents): financial information on any money received from the foreign 

principal, any money disbursed on behalf of the foreign principal, and any political contributions 

made by employees of the agent; also if the agent receives, or collects money or other things of 

value as part of a fundraising campaign 

Other 

Chile: separate registers of meetings/hearings, travel, gifts; all information is reported by public 

officials, not lobbyists 

Iceland: information on the participation of private parties in the drafting of a Government Bill 

shall be accessible in the text of the bill 

Lithuania: public officials must report on lobbying activities targeting them within seven days 

from the commencement of lobbying activities for a specific draft legal act; must also publish 

their agendas 

Peru: officials are responsible for registering the acts of interest management and are 

prohibited from meeting lobbyists outside their institutional headquarters, except if the meeting 

was previously scheduled in their official agenda 

Poland: officials required to publish documents, in particular proposals for legal solutions as 

well as expert opinions and legal opinions, submitted by persons engaging in professional 

lobbying activities to committee examining a given bill 

Romania: official’s agenda are published daily on the same platform and each institution must 

add a link to the Registry platform in a specialized section of their websites entitled “decision-

making transparency”. 

Slovenia: public officials contacted by lobbyists are required to check that they are duly 

registered in the Register of Lobbyists, must advise their superiors and report on their meetings 

with lobbyists to the Commission for the Prevention of Corruption, in the form of a signed 

declaration, specifying the date, time and place of the meeting, as well as the intent (matters 

discussed) and goals (which decision did the lobbyist try to influence and with what aim) of the 

lobbying activity; the information is incorporated in the lobbying registry 

United Kingdom: registrants required to indicate if the registrant must comply with a code of 

conduct (established by industry) 

CONDUCT STANDARDS FOR LOBBYISTS 

Chile: when interacting with public authorities, must refrain from offering any payment, 

commission, compensation or benefit to gain access to information or person, or to influence a 

decision 

Peru: includes, refraining from formulating requirements that lead to the official with the 

capacity for public decision to fail to comply with any of his/her obligations; refraining from 

promising or granting benefits of any kind, providing services or delivering goods of any nature 
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in favour of officials with public decision-making capacity, as well as their spouse or partner, or 

relatives; providing truthful information to public officials with decision-making capacity 

European Union: Interest representatives shall: 

(a) always identify themselves by name and, by registration number, if applicable, and by the 

entity or entities they work for or represent; declare the interests, objectives or aims they 

promote and, where applicable, specify the clients or members whom they represent; 

(b) not obtain or try to obtain information or decisions dishonestly or by use of undue pressure 

or inappropriate behaviour; 

(c) not claim any formal relationship with the European Union or any of its institutions in their 

dealings with third parties, or misrepresent the effect of registration in such a way as to mislead 

third parties or officials or other staff of the European Union, or use the logos of EU institutions 

without express authorisation; 

(d) ensure that, to the best of their knowledge, information, which they provide upon 

registration, and subsequently in the framework of their activities covered by the Register, is 

complete, up-to-date and not misleading; accept that all information provided is subject to 

review and agree to co-operate with administrative requests for complementary information 

and updates; 

(e) not sell to third parties copies of documents obtained from EU institutions; 

(f) in general, respect, and avoid any obstruction to the implementation and application of, all 

rules, codes and good governance practices established by EU institutions; 

(g) not induce Members of the institutions of the European Union, officials or other staff of the 

European Union, or assistants or trainees of those Members, to contravene the rules and 

standards of behaviour applicable to them; 

(h) if employing former officials or other staff of the European Union, or assistants or trainees of 

Members of EU institutions, respect the obligation of such employees to abide by the rules and 

confidentiality requirements which apply to them; 

(i) obtain the prior consent of the Member or Members of the European Parliament concerned 

as regards any contractual relationship with, or employment of, any individual within a 

Member's designated entourage; 

(j) observe any rules laid down on the rights and responsibilities of former Members of the 

European Parliament and the European Commission; 

(k) inform whomever they represent of their obligations towards the EU institutions. 
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