
Akaitcho Agreement-in-Principle

 Our Government is committed to the conclusion of the
Akaitcho Agreement-in-Principle.

 We appreciate the challenges that COVID-related
measures bring to any consultations process, including
internal ones.

 Government officials continue their discussions with
Akaitcho and territorial government representatives
virtually to resolve their claims and to move forward
together in as timely a manner as possible.

If pressed

 Reconciliation starts with recognizing and respecting
Aboriginal rights and title, including Treaty rights.

 This must be done in accordance with Constitutional
obligations as well as with the UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous peoples.

 Our work, which is underway, is guided by the 10
Principles Respecting the Government of Canada’s
Relationship with Indigenous Peoples.

 I look forward to continuing to work with First Nations,
Inuit, and Métis peoples to advance a recognition of
rights approach and renew our relationship for a
stronger, unified Canada.



BACKGROUND

Comprehensive land claims deal with the unfinished business of treaty-making in
Canada. These claims generally arise in areas of Canada where Indigenous land rights
have not been dealt with by treaty or through other legal means. In these areas,
forward-looking agreements (also called "modern treaties") are negotiated between the
Indigenous group, Canada and the province or territory.

These treaties are implemented through legislation and seek to address Aboriginal
rights and title. Achieving more treaties remains a critical piece in achieving lasting
certainty and true reconciliation. This includes certainty about the ownership, use and
management of land and resources for all parties. Some treaties have also included
provisions relating to self-government. The rights set out in the treaties receive
constitutional protection.

Since 1973, Canada and its negotiation partners have signed 26 comprehensive land
claims and four self-government agreements. Of the 26 signed agreements, 18 included
provisions related to self-government.

These settlements have provided:
 Indigenous ownership over 600,000 km² of land (almost the size of Manitoba)
 Capital transfers of over $3.2 billion
 Protection of traditional ways of life
 Access to resource development opportunities
 Participation in land and resources management decisions
 Certainty with respect to Indigenous land rights in approximately 40 per cent of

Canada's land mass
 Associated self-government rights and political recognition

Akaitcho Treaty 8 Tribal Corporation

Canada, the Government of Northwest Territories and the Akaitcho Treaty 8 Tribal
Corporation have been engaged in negotiations of a land claim and self-government
agreement-in-principle, since the signing of the Framework Agreement in 2001. The
Tribal Corporation represents the Yellowknives Dene First Nation (N’Dilo and Dettah),
Deninu K’ue First Nation and Łutsel K’e Dene First Nation. Each community is
represented in the negotiations. The negotiations of the agreement-in-principle are
progressing well and the parties anticipate completing a draft of the agreement-in-
principle for section 35 consultations this summer.



Blueberry River First Nation

 Our government is committed to working collaboratively
with Indigenous communities to move out from under
the Indian Act.

 362 First Nations now hold their leadership selection
under a custom leadership system including Blueberry
River First Nation.

 Advancing self-determination for Indigenous peoples is
a key priority of our government and the Department
does not directly intervene to resolve governance
disputes, except to the extent where such disputes
compromise the provision of essential programs and
services to members and residents.

 The Department continues to monitor the situation.



 Given the exceptional circumstances created by COVID-19, class
counsel with support from Canada received approval from the
Federal Court and the Ontario Superior Court of Justice to issue
interim payments to eligible class members.

 I am pleased to confirm that the administration began issuing
partial payments of $21,000 to eligible class members on June
10, 2020.

 A second payment, in addition to the $21,000, will be made to
eligible class members at a later date.

 Canada is committed to working with all parties to ensure
payments are made as quickly as possible.

Suspensions (64 words – bolded 38)

 COVID19 has meant that timelines to respond to incomplete
applications have been suspended and validation of applications
have been delayed – resulting in delays in survivors receiving
compensation.

 The parties are working collaboratively with the administrator to
ensure that once the suspension is lifted the claims process will
resume in an efficient and timely manner.

 Canada is committed to ensuring that survivors receive
compensation expeditiously.

Métis/ Non-status not included (74 words – 40 bolded)
 The Sixties Scoop is a dark and painful chapter in our history.

 We now have a settlement for Status First Nations and Inuit which
represents a significant first step in resolving this historic injustice.

 We know that there are other claims that remain unresolved,
including those of the Métis and non-status.

 Canada is working with our partners toward a fair and lasting
resolution for all those affected by this dark chapter in Canadian
history.

Sixties Scoop (92 words)



Supplementary Estimates (A)

 Through the settlement agreement, Canada has committed to
providing between $500M and $750M in compensation to survivors.

 $500M has been transferred to the claims administrator. Transfer of
the remaining compensation will be determined once the total
number of eligible claims is known.

 My department is seeking to re-profile $260M to ensure sufficient
funds are available for individual compensation and to support
ongoing administration costs of the settlement.

 Canada is committed to ensuring that survivors receive
compensation expeditiously.



Background

Following a series of negotiations presided over by Federal Court Justice Michel M.J. Shore, the
parties reached an Agreement-in-Principle on August 30, 2017. The proposed agreement was
finalized and signed by the parties on November 30, 2017.

The Sixties Scoop settlement agreement includes:

- $500-$750M for individual compensation for Status Indian and Inuit survivors.
- Up to $50M to establish a foundation – in collaboration with Indigenous communities and

individuals – to support and provide access to education, healing and wellness, and
commemoration activities for communities and individuals.

- Up to $75.0M for legal fees.
- Third-party administration costs.

In May 2018, the Federal Court of Canada approved the settlement as fair, reasonable, and in
the best interest of the parties. The Federal Court also approved $37.5M in legal fees for
plaintiffs’ counsel who appeared in Federal Court. In June 2018, the Ontario Superior Court of
Justice approved the settlement agreement, with the exception of legal fees. In order to address
the issues of legal fees in the Ontario Superior Court of Justice, the parties in both the Ontario
and Federal Court actions signed an amendment to the settlement to clarify that the courts only
had jurisdiction to approve the legal fees of counsel appearing before them. Subsequently, the
Federal Court approved the settlement on July 27, 2019 and the Ontario Court of Justice on
August 3, 2018. Legal fees were approved by the Ontario court on November 15, 2018.

December 1, 2018 marked the implementation of the settlement with the opening of the claims
process, payment to the Sixties Scoop Healing Foundation and legal fees. Compensation for
valid claims will be made in January 2020.

Collectiva and its First Nations partners offered 55 information sessions across the country to
support class members through the claims process.

On March 27, 2020 the Federal Court issued an order amending the settlement agreement to
allow Canada to transfer $500M in compensation to the administrator. The Court further
amended the settlement by allowing payments to be made to survivors once the approximately
4,767 applications have been fully and finally rejected. This will ensure that all class members
received a minimum of $25,000. The original terms of the settlement required all claims to be
processed before Canada could transfer compensation to the administrator and payments could
be made to applicants with valid claims.

On June 1, 2020, the Federal Court issued an order amending its March 27, 2020 order to allow
interim payments, of $21,000, to be made immediately to eligible class members. A similar
motion is before the Ontario Superior Court of Justice. Once granted, eligible class members
can expect to receive payment in the coming weeks.

Collectiva began issuing payments of $21,000 more than 12,500 eligible class members on
June 10, 2020, Collectiva. A second payment, in addition to the $21,000, will be made to eligible
class members at a later date. Despite the deadline suspensions in place to address COVID-19,
the claims administrator is working diligently to process claims, and where possible, approve
them.

Métis Litigation
Since the announcement of the settlement agreement, several new claims seeking
compensation for Métis peoples impacted by the Sixties Scoop have been filed. The
Department and the Métis National Council continue to share information and discuss options
that could inform a future settlement of this litigation.
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