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MMIWG – National Action Plan Timeline

 Ensuring the safety of Indigenous women, girls, LGBTQ

and Two-Spirit People is a national priority.

 Our partners are seeing an increase in rates of gender-

based violence during Covid-19. This reinforces the

importance of advancing the co-development of the

National Action Plan with Indigenous, provincial and

territorial partners.

 We all remain committed to addressing the root causes of

violence and systemic racism identified in the Final

Report.

If pressed on the Status of the National Action Plan

 The MMIWG National Inquiry called on all governments to
develop a National Action Plan. That work was well
underway prior to Covid-19.

 While our priority right now – and that of our partners – is
to ensure that Indigenous peoples, communities and all
Canadians have the support they need during Covid-19,
work continues on the co-development of the National
Action Plan with Indigenous, provincial, and territorial
partners.

 We are hosting virtual discussions to ensure the National

Action Plan is distinctions-based, regionally

representative, and reflective of a whole-of-Canada Action

Plan.



Wet’suwet’en (78)

 Communication is ongoing with and between our
partners on how to move forward on implementing
Wet’suwet’en rights and title with a Wet’suwet’en led
solution.

 We encourage Wet’suwet’en leadership to continue to
have the ongoing necessary and important
conversations within their community on how they want
to proceed on a path towards implementing their rights
and title.

 As we work to rebuild Canada’s relationship with the
Wet’suwet’en, we need to give space so that these
important discussions can happen.

If pressed: (39 words)

 These are very difficult conversations on complex
issues around rights and title that have been
outstanding for a long time.

 There is a lot more work to do with all parties, and we
are committed to doing that work.

Further if pressed (46 words)

 Communication is ongoing with and between our
partners on how to move forward on implementing
Wet’suwet’en rights and title with a Wet’suwet’en led
solution.

 As we work to rebuild Canada’s relationship with the
Wet’suwet’en, we need to give space so that these
important discussions can happen.



Pipeline

 Our discussions in Smithers with the Wet’suwet’en
Hereditary Chiefs and the BC government focused on
two distinct issues - Wet’suwet’en rights and title and
issues arising out of the CGL pipeline.

 The CGL pipeline remains entirely within provincial
jurisdiction and I would refer you to comments made by
the BC Government with respect to that project.

EDC – Coastal Gaslink

 As a financially self-sustaining Crown corporation,
Export and Development Canada operates at arm’s
length from the Government.

 This means that EDC's participation in certain projects
is at arm's length from policy makers and without
taxpayers’ money.

 We expect EDC to be fully transparent and accountable
for their transactions and also ensuring it continues to
meet the evolving needs of Canada's exporters and
upholds the values that Canadians expect which
includes corporate social responsibility, environmental
sustainability, and reconciliation with Indigenous
Peoples.

 The Government of Canada remains confident that EDC,
as an arm’s length organization, provides its services
upholding these values



Indigenous Government Funding (94)

 Our priority is to ensure that everyone in Canada is safe and
that communities are able to fight Covid-19, including working
closely with Modern Treaty and Self-Governing Indigenous
Governments.

 The Indigenous Community Support Fund provides almost $20
million to Modern Treaty and Self-Governing Indigenous
Nations.

 Members of these Nations are also eligible for support
programs available to all Canadians, such as the Emergency
Response Benefit and the increase to the Canada Child
Benefit.

 By working in partnership, we will continue to ensure that they
have the resources they need to keep their communities safe.



First Nation Fiscal Institutions – COVID-19 Proposals

 Our Government recognizes the devastating economic
impacts that COVID-19 has had on Indigenous
businesses and communities.

 In collaboration with the First Nations Financial
Management Board, the First Nations Tax Commission
and the First Nations Finance Authority, we are working
on measures to support communities.

 We are continuing to work in close partnership with
these institutions on their specific proposals and with a
broad range of Indigenous organizations to ensure we
can build back better together.
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 The Sixties Scoop is a dark and painful chapter in our history.

 The Court has approved the settlement agreement and the process
has begun to compensate survivors.

 Survivors also identified their desire to reconnect with their
communities and that is why the settlement includes a $50-million
Foundation for healing, commemoration, education, language and
culture.

 We know that there are other claims that remain unresolved, and we
are working to address the remaining harm suffered by other
Indigenous children as a result of the Sixties Scoop.

Métis/ Non-status not included
 We now have a settlement for Status First Nations and Inuit which

represents a significant first step in resolving this historic injustice.

 We know that there are other claims that remain unresolved,
including those of the Métis and non-status.

 Canada is working with our partners toward a fair and lasting
resolution for all those affected by this dark chapter in Canadian
history.

Settlement Implementation during Covid-19

 We want to make sure that those impacted and who are part of this
class receive their settlement payment.

 Canada has transferred $500M to the administrator for individuals
compensation to help ensure timely payments once the process
resumes

 The Court has allowed payments to be made to survivors as soon as
it will be certain that the minimum compensation will be $25,000 .

 However, as a result of COVID-19, timelines to respond to incomplete
applications have been suspended and validation of applications
have been delayed.

 Regrettably, this has resulted in a delay in survivors receiving
compensation.

If pressed on Interim Payments

 Canada is committed to ensuring that Sixties Scoop survivors receive
compensation expeditiously.

Sixties Scoop
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 COVID19 has meant that timelines to respond to incomplete
applications have been suspended and validation of applications
have been delayed – resulting in delays in survivors receiving
compensation.

 We are working collaboratively with class counsel and the
administrator to ensure that the administrator is prepared to restart
the claims process on an expedited basis when safe.

 Given the exceptional circumstances created by COVID-19,
consideration is also being given to seeking direction from the
Federal Court to issue partial payments to applications with a valid
claim immediately.

Background

Following a series of negotiations presided over by Federal Court Justice Michel M.J.
Shore, the parties reached an Agreement-in-Principle on August 30, 2017. The
proposed agreement was finalized and signed by the parties on November 30, 2017.
The Sixties Scoop settlement agreement includes:

- $500-$750 million for individual compensation for Status Indian and Inuit
survivors.

- Up to $50 million to establish a foundation – in collaboration with Indigenous
communities and individuals – to support and provide access to education,
healing and wellness, and commemoration activities for communities and
individuals.

- Up to $75.0 million for legal fees.
- Third-party administration costs.

In May 2018,  the Federal Court of Canada approved the settlement as fair, reasonable,
and in the best interest of the parties.  The Federal Court also approved $37.5 million in
legal fees for plaintiffs’ counsel who appeared in Federal Court. In June 2018, the
Ontario Superior Court of Justice approved the settlement agreement, with the
exception of legal fees. In order to address the issues of legal fees in the Ontario
Superior Court of Justice, the parties in both the Ontario and Federal Court actions
signed an amendment to the settlement to clarify that the courts only had jurisdiction to
approve the legal fees of counsel appearing before them. Subsequently, the Federal
Court approved the settlement on July 27, 2019 and the Ontario Court of Justice on
August 3, 2018. Legal fees were approved by the Ontario court on November 15, 2018.

December 1, 2018 marked the implementation of the settlement with the opening of the
claims process, payment to the Sixties Scoop Healing Foundation and legal fees.
Compensation for valid claims will be made in January 2020.

Collectiva and its First Nations partners offered 55 information sessions across the
country to support class members through the claims process.

On March 27, 2020 the Federal Court issued an order amending the settlement
agreement to allow Canada to transfer $500M in compensation to the administrator.
The Court further amended the settlement by allowing payments to be made to
survivors once the approximately 4,767 applications have been fully and finally rejected.
This will ensure that all class members received a minimum of $25,000. The original
terms of the settlement required all claims to be processed before Canada could
transfer compensation to the administrator and payments could be made to applicants
with valid claims.

Due to COVID-19 consideration is being given to seeking direction from the Federal
Court to issue partial payments to applications with a valid claim immediately.

Métis Litigation

https://www.canada.ca/en/indigenous-northern-affairs/news/2017/10/sixties_scoop_agreementinprinciple.html
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Since the announcement of the settlement agreement, several new claims seeking
compensation for Métis peoples impacted by the Sixties Scoop have been filed.  The
Department and the Métis National Council continue to share information and discuss
options that could inform a future settlement of this litigation.

Riding: Various
Contact Person: Krista Robertson (613) 947-7141
Consulted: N/A
Parliamentary: Rebecca Wong (819) 953-9603
Approved by: Martin Reiher, ADM, RIA (613) 947-8022



Day Scholars at Indian Residential Schools (Gottfriedson)
(64)

 Our Government is working towards righting past wrongs,
especially those involving Indigenous children, outside of the
courts.

 We remain committed to negotiating a resolution outside of the
courts, as we believe that negotiation is always preferable to
litigation.

 We know that working collaboratively with Indigenous peoples
to renew the relationship based on affirmation of rights,
respect, co-operation and partnership is fundamental to
achieving reconciliation.

Background

The Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc and Sechelt First Nation Bands in British Columbia filed a
class action, which about 99 other First Nations, including the Grand Council of the
Crees, have joined since filing. They are claiming compensation for cultural, linguistic
and social damage under a compensation program for the day scholars who attended
the schools, similar to the Common Experience Payment under the Indian Residential
Schools Settlement Agreement.

While the parties had been actively negotiating the settlement of this file, the plaintiffs
have chosen to return to litigation. As a result, the plaintiffs are seeking that the Federal
Court order throw away costs they incurred during the exploratory discussions and
negotiations, advance costs for the litigation, for Canada to file an amended Statement
of Defence in line with the AGC’s Directive on Civil Litigation Involving Indigenous
Peoples and an expedited trial timeline.

On February 14, 2019, on consent the Federal Court has ordered that Canada pay the
plaintiffs approximately $1.4 million in throw away costs.

The Federal Court will hear class counsel’s motion on document database and
disclosure fields on February 14, 2020. Canada will be disclosing all relevant
documents, but takes issue with class counsel’s request for access to additional data
entry fields that contain litigation privilege information. The Federal Court granted the
class’ motion on March 20, 2020. While Canada has appealed the decision, officials are
working with class counsel determine if a compromise can be reached to address the
Federal Court’s ruling and avoid the need for an appeal.

The Federal Court has ordered that the hearing will begin on September 7, 2021. The
Court has set aside 74 days to hear this matter.



McLean – Federal Indian Day Schools

 The mistreatment of Indigenous children is a tragic and
shameful part of Canada’s history.

 The Court has approved the settlement agreement and
the process has begun to compensate survivors.

 Thousands of Indigenous people who suffered harm at
federally-run Indian Day Schools will have until July 13,
2022 to apply for long-awaited compensation.

 The settlement also includes an investment of $200
million to support healing, wellness, education,
language, culture and commemoration.

 Canada is committed to reconciliation and we will
continue to work with survivors.

Claims Process

 The claims process is paper-based and does not require

survivors to testify. It minimizes the burden on survivors

and avoids the re-traumatization associated with a

hearing.

 The claims process will not put day school survivors on
trial. No one will be cross-examined or asked to defend
their story.

 The process is designed to be quick and require
minimal documentation that should already be in the
possession of survivors or their family members.

 Survivors who require assistance with the claims
process will be able to seek advice from the
administrator, Deloitte, or class counsel, Gowling WLG,
without charge.



Other Claims

 Our government is deeply committed to advancing
reconciliation and healing.

 We are committed to righting past wrongs through
negotiation rather than litigation and the proposed
settlement agreement brings us one step closer to
lasting and meaningful resolution to the legacy of
Federal Indian Day Schools.

 We know that there are other Childhood Claims and we
are actively working with parties, including the
provinces, territories and Indigenous leadership, to
resolve litigation in a respectful, compassionate and fair
manner.

Background
McLean is a certified national class action on behalf of Indigenous peoples (and their families)
who attended a Federal Indian Day School, as defined by the Indian Act, between 1920 and
ending on the date of closure of any particular Indian Day School, or the date on which
management was effectively transferred from Canada.

An Agreement- in-Principle was reached on November 30, 2018. On March 12, 2019, Minister
Bennett, along with representative plaintiffs, announced that a proposed settlement agreement
has been reached.

On August 19, 2019 the Federal Court approved the settlement.

On October 31, 2019 a Motion for Leave to Appeal the Federal Indian Day Schools Settlement
Agreement was filed with the Federal Court of Appeal by David Schultz on behalf of Chief Paul
Émile Ottawa of the Atikamekw of Manawan. The appeal raises a number of issues including:
deficiencies in the evidences filed by the parties to support the settlement agreement, that the
claims period is too short, that the agreement lacks appropriate health supports and that class
members have no right to specific legal counsel. Mr. Schultz’s appeal was filed after the
October 30, 2019 appeal deadline. On December 11, 2019, the Federal Court of Appeals
dismissed the motion.

The settlement implementation began on January 13, 2020 and class members will have 2.5
years to apply for compensation.

Riding: Various

Contact Person: Kimberlee Ford (819) 934-2787

Consulted: N/A

Parliamentary: Rebecca Wong (819) 953-9603

Approved by: Martin Reiher, ADM-RIA (819) 934-3217



Ghotelnene K’odtineh Dene [HOTEL NE-NAY K’HO TEE NEH

DEN-AY] and Athabasca Denesuline Negotiations

 Our government recognizes that addressing the
transboundary claims with Indigenous groups, and
provincial and territorial governments is essential to
Reconciliation.

 Before signing any agreement, Canada has a duty to
engage in meaningful consultation to determine if there
are any potential impacts on the rights of other
Indigenous groups.

 Given that this matter is now before the Court, it would
be inappropriate for us to comment further.



Relationship with the Wet’suwet’en (81)

 Canada’s longstanding working relationship with the
Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs came first through the
British Columbia treaty process, and continues through a
rights discussion table.

 Canada and British Columbia’s recent meetings
Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs resulted in a proposed
arrangement that outlines a path forward for recognizing
Wet’suwet’en rights and title.

 If approved by the Wet’suwet’en, Canada and BC’s
Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation will
return to Wet’suwet’en territory to sign the document.

If pressed on whether elected leadership and members will be
reviewing the draft arrangement: (44)

 The arrangement is now with the Wet’suwet’en for their
consideration and review.

 The Government of Canada expects that the
Wet’suwet’en people, including the elected leadership of
the Wet’suwet’en Indian Act Bands, will participate in
this internal Wet’suwet’en process to decide whether to
approve the arrangement.



If asked what the government will do if the draft arrangement is
not approved by the Wet’suwet’en: (37)

 Should the arrangement not be approved, we will
continue to work with the Wet’suwet’en to find a
solution that balances the interests of all Canadians

 The government remains committed to find lasting
solutions through respect and dialogue.

If asked how the arrangement may impact private land owners in
Wet’suwet’en territory (32):

 If the arrangement is approved, negotiations will begin
on reconciling Crown and Wet’suwet’en interest
regarding land title and jurisdiction.

 We will take the interests of private landowners into
account throughout these negotiations.

If asked what impact the proposed arrangement has on the
Coastal Gaslink project? (27)

 The draft arrangement outlines a path forward for
negotiating agreements to recognize Wet’suwet’en
rights and title.

 More discussion is needed with respect to the Coastal
Gaslink project.



If pressed regarding protest actions (67):

 I am pleased that we are now seeing the removal of
barricades across the country.

 Reconciliation is not a simple task. In these cases we
have to work collaboratively to find solutions that make
sense for all Canadians.

 We believe that our recent discussions with the
Wet’suwet’en, and the draft arrangement we have
reached, creates the space needed to sit down and work
towards a constructive solution.



BACKGROUND

Wet'suwet’en members, with the support of Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs, had been occupying
provincial Crown land within Wet’suwet’en traditional territory to prevent Coastal Gaslink from accessing a
work site.

On December 14, 2018, the British Columbia Supreme Court issued an injunction temporarily ordering
that workers be permitted access. On January 8, 2019, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police began to
enforce the court injunction, resulting in a number of arrests.

Other Indigenous groups across Canada then took action in support of the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary
Chiefs, including erecting blockades of railways.

CIRNAC has a longstanding relationship with the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs, beginning under the
British Columbia treaty process in 1994. The Wet’suwet’en were in Stage 4 of the process (negotiation of
an Agreement-in-Principle) when, in May 2015, they ceased participating out of concern that their self-
government rights and title interests would not be met. In March 2017, the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary
Chiefs wrote to the Department seeking reconciliation discussions, and in July 2017, the Department
initiated Recognition of Indigenous Rights and Self-Determination discussions with the Wet’suwet’en, with
an exclusive focus on child and family services. At these discussions, the Wet’suwet’en Nation is
represented by the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs and the elected Chiefs from both Hagwilget Village
Council and Witset First Nation. On October 11, 2018, Canada, British Columbia and the Wet’suwet’en
signed a Memorandum of Understanding, committing the parties to work together on child and family
service transformation, and to explore a transfer of jurisdiction over child and family services back to the
Wet’suwet’en.

From February 27-29, 2020, the Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations, the provincial Minister of
Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation, as well as representatives from CIRNAC and BC met with the
Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs to discuss the recognition of Wet’suwet’en rights and title and the issues
arising out of the Coastal GasLink project. The topics were discussed separately.

The result of these discussions was a proposed arrangement that includes a commitment to an expedited
process to negotiate the implementation of Wet’suwet’en rights and title throughout Wet’suwet’en’s Yintah
(territory). This arrangement will be reviewed by Wet’suwet’en clan members through Wet’suwet’en
governance protocols for ratification. If approved, the Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations and
Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation will return to Wet’suwet’en territory to sign.

Riding: Taylor Bachrach (NDP) - Skeena-Bulkley Valley

Contact Person: Ben Clermont (604)-775-5233
Consulted: N/A
Parliamentary: Glenn Burley (819) 953-9603
Approved by: Stefan Matiation (819)-994-4924



Wet’suwet’en / Tyendinaga

 We recognize that the recent events across the country

are deeply concerning.

 It is a very difficult situation for everyone, whether you

are Indigenous or non-Indigenous.

 We are all hoping and working towards a peaceful

resolution.

 It is in this spirit of peace and co-operation that I remain

in communication with the  Mohawk Nation in

Tyendinaga, building on our meeting this past Saturday.

 As committed, I updated my cabinet colleagues,

including the Prime Minister on the discussions and

commitments shared in the conversations.

 We all continue to work towards a peaceful and

constructive resolution.

If pressed:

 Seeking an honest, open and respectful dialogue is

essential for renewing the relationship and building a

strong future for Indigenous peoples and non-

Indigenous people alike.

 I am heartened by the development that the BC RCMP

has extended to the hereditary chiefs an opportunity to

sit down and work towards a long term plan that can

involve a decreased presence on their territory.

 Despite years of tarnished relationships, we all want to

see peace and our relationship renewed, and to have a

relationship based on the recognition of rights, respect,

co-operation and partnership.

 With these principles, we will continue to work with the

Wet’suwet’en Nation and Mohawk Nation towards a

resolution to their concerns.
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