
Sixties Scoop (92 words)

 Given the exceptional circumstances created by COVID-
19, class counsel with support from Canada sought
approval from the courts to issue partial payments to
class members with a valid claim immediately.

 On June 1st the Federal Court granted that order and on
June 2nd the Ontario Superior Court of Justice also
granted the order.

 Eligible class members can now expect to receive
partial payments of $21,000 over the coming weeks.

 Canada welcomes the courts’ decision and is committed
to working with all parties to ensure payments are made
as quickly as possible.

Suspensions (65 words – bolded 38)

 COVID-19 has meant that timelines to respond to
incomplete applications have been suspended and
validation of applications have been delayed.

 The parties are working collaboratively with the
administrator to ensure that once the suspension is
lifted the claims process will resume in an efficient and
timely manner.

 Canada is committed to ensuring that survivors receive
compensation expeditiously.

Métis/ Non-status not included (74 words – 40 bolded)

 The Sixties Scoop is a dark and painful chapter in our
history.

 We now have a settlement for Status First Nations and Inuit
which represents a significant first step in resolving this
historic injustice.

 We know that there are other claims that remain
unresolved, including those of the Métis and non-status.



 Canada is working with our partners toward a fair and
lasting resolution for all those affected by this dark
chapter in Canadian history.

Supplementary Estimates (A)

 Through the settlement agreement, Canada has committed
to providing between $500M and $750M in compensation
to survivors.

 $500M has been transferred to the claims administrator.
Transfer of the remaining compensation will be determined
once the total number of eligible claims is known.

 My department is seeking to re-profile $260M to ensure
sufficient funds are available for individual compensation
($250M) and to support ongoing administration costs of
the settlement ($10M).

 Canada is committed to ensuring that survivors receive
compensation expeditiously.

Background

Following a series of negotiations presided over by Federal Court Justice Michel M.J. Shore, the 
parties reached an Agreement-in-Principle on August 30, 2017. The proposed agreement was 
finalized and signed by the parties on November 30, 2017.

The Sixties Scoop settlement agreement includes:

- $500-$750 million for individual compensation for Status Indian and Inuit survivors.

- Up to $50 million to establish a foundation – in collaboration with Indigenous
  communities and individuals – to support and provide access to education, healing and
  wellness, and commemoration activities for communities and individuals.

- Up to $75.0 million for legal fees.

- Third-party administration costs.

In May 2018, the Federal Court of Canada approved the settlement as fair, reasonable, and in 
the best interest of the parties. The Federal Court also approved $37.5 million in legal fees for 
plaintiffs’ counsel who appeared in Federal Court. In June 2018, the Ontario Superior Court of 
Justice approved the settlement agreement, with the exception of legal fees. In order to address 
the issues of legal fees in the Ontario Superior Court of Justice, the parties in both the Ontario 
and Federal Court actions signed an amendment to the settlement to clarify that the courts only 
had jurisdiction to approve the legal fees of counsel appearing before them. Subsequently, the 
Federal Court approved the settlement on July 27, 2019 and the Ontario Court of Justice on 
August 3, 2018. Legal fees were approved by the Ontario court on November 15, 2018.

December 1, 2018 marked the implementation of the settlement with the opening of the claims 
process, payment to the Sixties Scoop Healing Foundation and legal fees.

Collectiva and its First Nations partners offered 55 information sessions across the country to 
support class members through the claims process.

On March 27, 2020 the Federal Court issued an order amending the settlement agreement to 
allow Canada to transfer $500M in compensation to the administrator. The Court further

https://www.canada.ca/en/indigenous-northern-affairs/news/2017/10/sixties_scoop_agreementinprinciple.html


amended the settlement by allowing payments to be made to survivors once the approximately
4,767 applications have been fully and finally rejected. This will ensure that all class members 
received a minimum of $25,000. The original terms of the settlement required all claims to be 
processed before Canada could transfer compensation to the administrator and payments could 
be made to applicants with valid claims.

On June 1, 2020, the Federal Court issued an order amending its March 27, 2020 order to allow 
interim payments, of $21,000, to be made immediately to eligible class members. A similar 
motion was approved by the Ontario Superior Court of Justice on June 2, 2020. Eligible class 
members can expect to receive payments of $21,000 in the coming weeks.

Métis Litigation
Since the announcement of the settlement agreement, several new claims seeking 
compensation for Métis peoples impacted by the Sixties Scoop have been filed. The Department 
and the Métis National Council continue to share information and discuss optionsthat could 
inform a future settlement of this litigation.
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