
MMIWG – National Action Plan Timeline (114)

 As we approach the first anniversary of the Inquiry’s
Final Report, we are grateful for all the work of all
partners to end the national tragedy of MMIWG2S+ -
despite the challenges of COVID-19.

 Our government, Indigenous leaders, survivors,
families and provincial and territorial governments are
working hard to co-develop a National Action Plan that
will set a clear roadmap to ensure that Indigenous
women and girls and 2spirit+ people can be safe
wherever they live.

 While virtual discussions are ongoing, this public
health crisis has presented unique engagement
challenges for everyone involved in this process.

 We know an effective Action Plan must be truly co-
developed.

 We will not let the families and survivors down.

If pressed: (113)

 Our partners are on the frontlines of protecting their
communities during COVID-19 and dealing with many of
the issues identified in the National Inquiry like Mental
Health supports and access to safe spaces.

 We will ensure that this Action Plan is truly co-
developed - in partnership - and has in place the
indicators and measurements that will allow the plan to
be accountable for results and evolve over time.

 We are grateful for the work of all partners to date, we
recognize the work that remains ahead, and are
committed to redouble our efforts to make sure we get
this right for survivors, families and communities across
this country.

 We will not let them down.



Chief Connie Big Eagle Chair of the Assembly of First
Nations Women's Council: “I think it's still too soon….the federal
government needs to give themselves the time to put out a good
quality action plan."…."If they allow all parties to participate and
they give [the action plan] the time and attention that it needs,
something good will come out of it." [CBC News May 26th]

If pressed: 101

 We have been working with advocates to end this ongoing
national tragedy long before we were first elected in 2015.

 Our government has made historic investments in women’s
shelters, housing, education, prevention measures, safety on
the Highway of Tears and made reforms to the child and
family services system.

 We know there is much more work to do and we share the
sense of urgency to release an Action Plan.

 The National Action Plan will be distinctions-based,
regionally relevant and accountable.

 It will measure results and adapt to implement effective
measures to end the systemic causes of violence against
Indigenous women, girls, 2SLGBTQ+ people.



If pressed on investments since forming government (88)

 We have been working since 2015 to address systemic
issues identified in the report that contribute to this
tragedy. Our shared work continues.

 We have passed legislation to address the Child and
Family Services System, preserve and protect
Indigenous language and culture, toughen criminal law
in cases of domestic assault, and eliminate gender
discrimination under the Indian Act.

 We have made investments in education, housing,
policing, and shelters.

 We are ensuring we get this right for survivors and
families, to honour those lost, and to protect future
generations.

If pressed on action during COVID19 (100)

 This work has always remained a priority, but the focus
of all levels of government, including Indigenous
leadership, is to work together to respond to COVID-19,
limit the spread of the virus in Canada and ensure all in
Canada have the support they need.

 We know that staying home doesn’t always mean
staying safe.

 During this time, we have made investments to support
and protect Indigenous women and girls, including
$50M for women’s shelters and sexual assault centers,
$10M of which has been allocated for shelters on
reserve and in Yukon.

 We will not let the families and survivors down



If pressed on engagement with the MMIWG2S+ Manitoba
Coalition (76)

 This public health crisis has presented unique
engagement challenges for everyone involved in this
process.

 We look to expand our own virtual engagements with
regional and grassroots organizations such as
MMIWG2S+ Manitoba Coalition.

 Minister Vandal has had recent discussions with the
MMIWG2S+ Manitoba Coalition about the National
Action Plan and my team has also engaged with them.

 I look forward to speaking with them very soon. Their
voices will be very important to getting this right.

Genocide (97)

 We know that the actions and policies of past
Governments directly led to the loss and
extinguishment of Indigenous languages, cultures, and
traditional practices.

 Our Government has accepted the final report of the
National Inquiry and respects their conclusions.

 We are grateful for all the work of all partners to date
towards a National Action Plan to eliminate violence
against Indigenous women, girls and LGBTQ and Two
Spirit people.

 We know more needs to be done and we are redoubling
our efforts to make sure we get this right for survivors,
families and communities across this country.



Supplementary Estimates A (91)

 We are committed to working together with all of our
Indigenous, provincial, and territorial partners on the
development of the National Action Plan.

 This is why we are investing $6M a year ($30M over five
years) to support Indigenous organizations to engage
with members and communities on the development
and implementation of the National Action Plan.

 This funding will ensure that national and regional
Indigenous organizations, including Indigenous LGBTQ
and Two-Spirit organizations, are centralized in our
combined efforts to improve the safety of Indigenous
women, girls, and LGBTQ and Two-Spirit people.



Sixties Scoop (92 words)

 Given the exceptional circumstances created by COVID-
19, class counsel with support from Canada sought
approval direction from the courts to issue partial
payments to class members with a valid claim
immediately.

 On June 1st the Federal Court granted that order and on
June 2nd the Ontario Superior Court of Justice also
granted the order.

 Eligible class members can now expect to receive
partial payments of $21,000 over the coming weeks.

 Canada welcomes the courts’ decision and is committed
to working with all parties to ensure payments are made
as quickly as possible.

Suspensions (65 words – bolded 38)

 COVID19 has meant that timelines to respond to incomplete
applications have been suspended and validation of
applications have been delayed – resulting in delays in
survivors receiving compensation.

 The parties are working collaboratively with the
administrator to ensure that once the suspension is
lifted the claims process will resume in an efficient and
timely manner.

 Canada is committed to ensuring that survivors receive
compensation expeditiously.



Métis/ Non-status not included (74 words – 40 bolded)

 The Sixties Scoop is a dark and painful chapter in our
history.

 We now have a settlement for Status First Nations and Inuit
which represents a significant first step in resolving this
historic injustice.

 We know that there are other claims that remain
unresolved, including those of the Métis and non-status.

 Canada is working with our partners toward a fair and
lasting resolution for all those affected by this dark
chapter in Canadian history.

Supplementary Estimates (A)

 Through the settlement agreement, Canada has committed
to providing between $500M and $750M in compensation
to survivors.

 $500M has been transferred to the claims administrator.
Transfer of the remaining compensation will be determined
once the total number of eligible claims is known.

 My department is seeking to re-profile $260M to ensure
sufficient funds are available for individual compensation
and to support ongoing administration costs of the
settlement.

 Canada is committed to ensuring that survivors receive
compensation expeditiously.



Background

Following a series of negotiations presided over by Federal Court Justice Michel M.J. Shore, the
parties reached an Agreement-in-Principle on August 30, 2017. The proposed agreement was
finalized and signed by the parties on November 30, 2017.

The Sixties Scoop settlement agreement includes:

- $500-$750 million for individual compensation for Status Indian and Inuit survivors.
- Up to $50 million to establish a foundation – in collaboration with Indigenous

communities and individuals – to support and provide access to education, healing and
wellness, and commemoration activities for communities and individuals.

- Up to $75.0 million for legal fees.
- Third-party administration costs.

In May 2018, the Federal Court of Canada approved the settlement as fair, reasonable, and in
the best interest of the parties. The Federal Court also approved $37.5 million in legal fees for
plaintiffs’ counsel who appeared in Federal Court. In June 2018, the Ontario Superior Court of
Justice approved the settlement agreement, with the exception of legal fees. In order to address
the issues of legal fees in the Ontario Superior Court of Justice, the parties in both the Ontario
and Federal Court actions signed an amendment to the settlement to clarify that the courts only
had jurisdiction to approve the legal fees of counsel appearing before them. Subsequently, the
Federal Court approved the settlement on July 27, 2019 and the Ontario Court of Justice on
August 3, 2018. Legal fees were approved by the Ontario court on November 15, 2018.

December 1, 2018 marked the implementation of the settlement with the opening of the claims
process, payment to the Sixties Scoop Healing Foundation and legal fees. Compensation for
valid claims will be made in January 2020.

Collectiva and its First Nations partners offered 55 information sessions across the country to
support class members through the claims process.

On March 27, 2020 the Federal Court issued an order amending the settlement agreement to
allow Canada to transfer $500M in compensation to the administrator. The Court further
amended the settlement by allowing payments to be made to survivors once the approximately
4,767 applications have been fully and finally rejected. This will ensure that all class members
received a minimum of $25,000. The original terms of the settlement required all claims to be
processed before Canada could transfer compensation to the administrator and payments could
be made to applicants with valid claims.

On June 1, 2020, the Federal Court issued an order amending its March 27, 2020 order to allow
interim payments, of $21,000, to be made immediately to eligible class members. A similar
motion is before the Ontario Superior Court of Justice. Once granted, eligible class members
can expect to receive payment in the coming weeks.

Métis Litigation
Since the announcement of the settlement agreement, several new claims seeking
compensation for Métis peoples impacted by the Sixties Scoop have been filed. The
Department and the Métis National Council continue to share information and discuss options
that could inform a future settlement of this litigation.



McLean – Federal Indian Day Schools (83)
 The mistreatment of Indigenous children is a tragic and

shameful part of Canada’s history.

 The Court has approved the settlement agreement and
the process has begun to compensate survivors.

 Thousands of Indigenous people who suffered harm at
federally-run Indian Day Schools will have until July 13,
2022 to apply for long-awaited compensation.

 The settlement also includes an investment of $200
million to support healing, wellness, education,
language, culture and commemoration.

 Canada is committed to reconciliation and we will
continue to work with survivors.

Claims Process (97)

 The claims process is paper-based and does not require
survivors to testify. It minimizes the burden on survivors
and avoids the re-traumatization associated with a
hearing.

 The claims process will not put day school survivors on
trial. No one will be cross-examined or asked to defend
their story.

 The process is designed to be quick and require
minimal documentation that should already be in the
possession of survivors or their family members.

 Survivors who require assistance with the claims
process will be able to seek advice from the
administrator, Deloitte, or class counsel, Gowling WLG,
without charge.



Other Claims (77)

 Our government is deeply committed to advancing
reconciliation and healing.

 We are committed to righting past wrongs through
negotiation rather than litigation and the proposed
settlement agreement brings us one step closer to
lasting and meaningful resolution to the legacy of
Federal Indian Day Schools.

 We know that there are other Childhood Claims and we
are actively working with parties, including the
provinces, territories and Indigenous leadership, to
resolve litigation in a respectful, compassionate and fair
manner.

Supplementary Estimates (A) (80)

 An appeal of the Federal Court’s approval of the settlement
delayed the implementation of the claims process until
January 13, 2020.

 As a result, my department is seeking to re-profile $481M
to ensure that compensation is available to eligible class
members for incidents of physical and sexual abuse and to
support the administration costs of the settlement.

 The re-profile will ensure that all eligible former students
receive compensation for their harms suffered at federally-
run Indian Day Schools.



Background
McLean is a certified national class action on behalf of Indigenous peoples (and their families)
who attended a Federal Indian Day School, as defined by the Indian Act, between 1920 and
ending on the date of closure of any particular Indian Day School, or the date on which
management was effectively transferred from Canada.

An Agreement- in-Principle was reached on November 30, 2018. On March 12, 2019, Minister
Bennett, along with representative plaintiffs, announced that a proposed settlement agreement
has been reached.

On August 19, 2019 the Federal Court approved the settlement.

On October 31, 2019 a Motion for Leave to Appeal the Federal Indian Day Schools Settlement
Agreement was filed with the Federal Court of Appeal by David Schultz on behalf of Chief Paul
Émile Ottawa of the Atikamekw of Manawan. The appeal raises a number of issues including:
deficiencies in the evidences filed by the parties to support the settlement agreement, that the
claims period is too short, that the agreement lacks appropriate health supports and that class
members have no right to specific legal counsel. Mr. Schultz’s appeal was filed after the
October 30, 2019 appeal deadline. On December 11, 2019, the Federal Court of Appeals
dismissed the motion.

The settlement implementation began on January 13, 2020 and class members will have 2.5
years to apply for compensation.
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