
Caribou Protection at Agnico Eagle’s Whale Tail Mine

 Caribou are vitally important to Nunavumiut, and indeed
to all Canadians.

 Nunavut has a robust resource management system
stemming from the Nunavut Agreement and its enabling
legislation.

 All parties will work to ensure the Project Certificate
terms and conditions developed under it are properly
implemented.

 I am confident that the impact assessment regime
includes mechanisms to ensure consensus of the
parties on this issue going forward.

If pressed on responsibility for caribou management

 The Government of Nunavut generally has authority for
caribou management within the Territory, however
CIRNAC is primarily responsible for enforcing the Whale
Tail Project Certificate terms and conditions.



Background

Agnico Eagle Mines Limited’s Whale Tail Pit Project is located in the Kivalliq region,
approximately 150 kilometres north of the hamlet of Baker Lake and approximately
50 kilometres northwest of Meadowbank Gold Mine Project.

The original project involves the development of an open-pit gold mine and associated
facilities at the property with ore hauled by truck to the existing infrastructure at the
Meadowbank mine site for milling. Development of the pit is intended to allow for access
to an estimated 8.3 million tonnes of ore.

The Whale Tail Pit expansion project proposed to develop an additional deposit with
both open pit and underground mining operations and develop associated mining
infrastructure. Agnico also plans to excavate a larger Whale Tail Pit than was
additionally proposed and continued processing of ore at the Meadowbank site.

Minister Bennett approved the original project certificate in February 2018, and the
expansion project was approved by Minister Vandal in January 2020.

The terms and conditions in the project certificate related to caribou protection
measures notes that the Proponent shall work with the Government of Nunavut, the
Baker Lake Hunters and Trappers Organization and the Kivalliq Inuit Association to
develop and update thresholds to trigger the implementation of mitigation measures on
both the All-Weather Access Road and Whale Tail Haul road, up to and including
temporary road closures. The Proponent shall consider how these thresholds and
mitigation measures reflect caribou life cycle sensitivities.
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Supplementary Estimates (A) 2020-2021 - Northern

Affairs

 The 2020-21 Supplementary Estimates (A) include key

initiatives and new funding totaling approximately $879.5

million. Of these amounts, $748.7 million is for

Crown-Indigenous Relations and $130.8 million is for

Northern Affairs.

 This funding ensures that the Department will be able to

make concrete steps to continue the work to renew the

relationship between Canada and First Nations, Inuit and

Métis and to support their vision of self-determination.

 It will also support the Department’s efforts to advance

work in the North.

Funding in statutory authorities for COVID-19 response
measures under the Public Health Events of National
Concern Payments Act

 Supplementary Estimates (A) includes $114.9 million for

COVID-19 response measures.

 This funding aims to:

o support Yukon, Northwest Territories, and Nunavut

responses to COVID-19 for urgent health care and

social support needs ($72.6M);

o support the Nutrition North Canada mandate in

improving access to healthy foods through

nutritional education and subsidies to help alleviate

the cost of food in isolated communities ($25M);

and

o support a focused and reliable air network for the

movement of essential goods and services in

response to the COVID-19 pandemic ($17.3M).



Funding to support research and higher education in
Canada's North

 Funds identified in Budget 2019 are to implement four

initiatives supporting shared priorities, goals and

objectives of Canada’s Arctic and Northern Policy

Framework.

 Three post-secondary education initiatives are part of a

Horizontal Initiative, which includes initiatives to be

delivered by Global Affairs Canada and Transport

Canada.

 The outcome of the investments supporting

post-secondary education in the North will close the

gaps in education outcomes and provide ongoing

learning and skills development opportunities, including

Indigenous-based knowledge and skills.

 The funds identified as Grants and Contributions for

2020-21 Supplementary Estimates (A) is $9.9M.

Funding to support planning activities of the Government
of Northwest Territories for the proposed Taltson
hydroelectricity expansion project

 To reduce pollution in Canada’s North resulting from

electricity generation, the funds identified in Budget

2019 are intended to support planning by the

Government of Northwest Territories for its proposed

Taltson hydroelectricity expansion project.

 The expansion of the Taltson Hydroelectric system will

provide residents and businesses with clean, reliable,

affordable hydroelectric power and reduce Government

of Northwest Territories' reliance on fossil fuels for heat

and electricity.

 The funds identified as Grants and Contributions for

2020-21 Supplementary Estimates (A) is $6M.



Background

The 2020-21 Supplementary Estimates (A) include key initiatives and new funding totaling approximately
$879.5 million, of which $138.3 million represents funding for new initiatives including statutory authority
related to the COVID-19 response measures; reprofiles totaling $741.2 million; and $0.8M of internal
reallocation from contributions to grant to support the Innovation Solution Canada program.
The total budgetary authorities for Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada (CIRNAC) in
2020-21 will be approximately $5.8 billion.

Funding in statutory authorities for COVID-19 response measures under the Public Health Events of
National Concern Payments Act ($114.9 million)

The new statutory funding related to COVID-19 response measures under the responsibility of Minister
Vandal :

 Up to $25 million to support temporary enhancements to Nutrition North Canada, further
safeguarding food security for people living in Canada’s North;

 Up to $72.6 million for urgent health care and social support needs in the territories in response to
COVID-19. Of this amount, $18.4 million will be allocated to Yukon, $23.4 million to Northwest
Territories, and $30.8 million to Nunavut; and

 Up to $17.3 million to enable the continuation of northern air services supporting essential
resupply and medical services in the North.

Funding has been disbursed for the urgent health care and social support needs in the territories in
response to COVID-19 and to enable the continuation of northern air services supporting essential
resupply and medical services in the North.

Funding for Nutrition North Canada will be disbursed this summer.

Funding to support research and higher education in Canada's North ($9.9 million) and Funding to support
Taltson Hydroelectricity Expansion Project ($6.0 million)

This 5 year funding, which started in 2019-20, is for:

 the establishment of a task force on post-secondary education in the North and initial engagement
with Northerners; supporting Indigenous knowledge and education delivered by Dechinta Centre
for Research and Learning; and the initial construction phase of a new campus science building at
Yukon University; and

 support to the Government of Northwest Territories in undertaking planning activities for its
proposed Taltson Hydroelectricity Expansion Project.
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