
Nutrition North Canada

 In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Canada will
provide an additional $25 million to Nutrition North
Canada to increase subsidies so families can afford
much-needed nutritious food and personal hygiene
products.

 From May 1st, 2020 to March 31, 2021, subsidy rates will
be increased on basic and essential goods that families
require during this challenging period; as well, the list of
essential items will include cleaning and personal
hygiene products.

 We trust that retailers are enacting social distancing in
their stores, in keeping with provincial and territorial
guidelines.

If pressed on what NNC does

 Nutrition North Canada helps to make perishable and
nutritious foods more affordable and accessible to
residents of eligible isolated northern communities that
lack year-round road, rail or marine access.

 The program subsidizes perishable foods flown in by air
and certain non-perishable and essential items brought
in by seasonal sealift, barge or winter road.

If pressed on food eligibility

 To help northerners afford nutritious food and other
essentials their families need, Nutrition North Canada
has added more non-perishable food and hygiene items.

 Canned meat, with the exception of canned fish and
seafood, and boxed macaroni and cheese are not
currently eligible.

 The eligibility list continues to be updated in
conversation with our Indigenous partners, and we will
be guided by their advice as we work to improve it.



If pressed on the Harvesters Support Grant

 Our Government understands how important it is that
northern families have access to more affordable,
healthy food.

 This is why, in collaboration with Indigenous partners,
we have developed the Harvesters Support Grant, to
improve access to traditional foods by alleviating the
high costs associated with traditional hunting and
harvesting activities.

 Funding for the first year of the Grant has been
allocated to Indigenous partners, and the Government of
Canada is working to quickly deliver the next wave of
money.

If pressed on Transparency regarding the Subsidy

 In order to further enhance transparency, the program is
committed to working with Indigenous and northern
partners on establishing a northern-based audit review
committee to ensure that suppliers and retailers have
passed on the subsidy to consumers.

If pressed on Food Security

 The objective of Nutrition North Canada is to help make
perishable, nutritious food more accessible and more
affordable than it otherwise would be for residents of
isolated northern communities.

 Food security is a complex, multifaceted and
multijurisdictional issue, requiring an array of innovative
and horizontal approaches.

 No single department, institution, organization or
initiative can address food security on their own.

 We are committed to improving food security in the
North through a whole-of-government approach that
includes working with Provinces, Territories, and
Indigenous leadership and communities.



Background

The Nutrition North Canada program’s objective is to help make perishable, nutritious food more
accessible and more affordable than it otherwise would be to residents of isolated northern communities
that lack year-round surface access (i.e. permanent road, rail, or marine). There are currently 116
communities eligible for the full subsidy available under the program.

The impact of the program on food prices is measured through a “Revised Northern Food Basket”, which
reflects the cost of food in isolated northern communities. The cost of the Revised Northern Food Basket
in March 2019 was lower by $4.41 (or 1.03%) than in March 2011, prior to the launch of the program.
According to Statistics Canada, the price of food purchased from stores elsewhere in Canada increased
by 10.5% over that same time period.

In the 2018 Fall Economic Statement, the government announced an additional investment in the
program of $62.6 million over five years starting in 2019–20, with $10.4 million per year on an ongoing
basis. These investments support program enhancements such as a new targeted subsidy level for
essential food items and childcare goods for communities most in need, and a seasonal surface
transportation subsidy for items shipped by sealift and winter road. Additionally, the program continues to
develop a Harvesters Support Grant, to help alleviate the high costs associated with traditional hunting
and harvesting and improve access to country foods.

To face the COVID-19 pandemic, the Government announced a one-time financial injection of $25 million
in order to increase Nutrition North Canada’s subsidy rates on nutritious food and essential items. The
targeted/highest subsidy level has been increased by 50cents/kg, and the higher subsidy level has been
increased by $1/kg. By providing an additional subsidy on a broad range of items, residents of isolated
communities will be better able to afford to feed and protect themselves and their families. These
changes are temporary measures to assist residents of isolated northern communities during this
challenging period. This decision will extend until March 31, 2021.

Program development and implementation is informed by the Nutrition North Canada Advisory Board,
which provides advice to the Minister, and two important engagement forums at the working level: the
Indigenous Working Group, which is made up of representatives of First Nations organizations that serve
communities eligible for Nutrition North Canada; and the Inuit-Crown Food Security Working Group, which
was created by the Inuit-Crown Partnership Committee to work towards food security across Inuit
Nunangat. The Department continues to work with its Indigenous partners to enhance the program in
making it more accountable, transparent, and culturally relevant for Northerners.
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Support for Northern Mining Industry

 The Government supports mining industry workers and
their families.

 The Government is responding to the challenges posed
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Wage assistance,
emergency response payments, and small business
relief aid is flowing to meet critical needs.

 Canada is in discussions with provinces, territories,
Indigenous governments and industry. We will continue
to adapt to the crisis and prepare for the recovery to
ensure that mining continues to support the social and
economic development of Canada’s North.

The need to expand the wage subsidy

 We recognize that mining is the economic backbone of
northern communities. We know that the current COVID-
19 crisis is severely affecting the northern mining
sector, including the employment of over 1000 local
Inuit employees.

 The Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy supports
employers that are hardest hit by the pandemic and
discussions are continuing to address the unique
situations of northern communities and its residents.

 We are committed to ensuring that mining continues to
support the social and economic development of
Canada’s North.



Background

 Mining is the foundation of the economy in northern Canada, with operating mines and
exploration in all regions and territories. The current COVID-19 crisis is severely affecting
the northern mining sector, including the employment of over 1000 local Inuit employees.

 The mining sector is made up of three distinct sub-sectors with different structures. The
largest sector is the operating mines. These have largely continued to function but with
significant operational changes to allow for the application of COVID-19 health and safety
measures. The supply sector relies on major mines and has been affected in the same
manner as the operating mines. Lastly, the exploration sector has largely ceased its
operations due to the pandemic and travel related constraints.

 The mining sector produces over $3 Billion in minerals annually and is the largest private
sector employer and contributor to the gross domestic product in all three territories. It
provides over 10,000 direct and indirect jobs, produces over $3 billion in annual business
spending, and generates important tax and royalty revenues to public, Indigenous
governments and Inuit organizations across all three territories.

 Mining is the largest private sector employer of Indigenous people in the North. In Nunavut,
97.5% of residents who work in the industry in the territory are Indigenous and 52.5% of
residents in the Northwest Territories.
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Support for Northern Air Services

 We are taking decisive action to help Indigenous and
Northern communities who are facing hardship because
of COVID-19.

 Canada will provide up to $17.3 million to the territories
to support northern air carriers in maintaining a basic
network of routes and services, including:

o $3.6 million for Yukon;

o $8.7 million for the Northwest Territories; and

o $5 million for Nunavut.

 This funding, in partnership with investments by the
territorial governments, will ensure the continued
supply of food, medical supplies, and other essential
goods and services to remote and fly-in communities.

Background

The Government of Canada is taking decisive action to help Canadians facing hardship
because of COVID-19. This includes working closely and proactively with provincial, territorial
and Indigenous governments to meet the unique needs of Indigenous and Northern
communities, which are among the most vulnerable to COVID-19. On April 14th, the Prime
Minister announced $130 million in targeted Northern funding to address immediate health,
economic, and transportation needs identified by territorial Premiers in correspondence in mid-
March.

To support important air services to northern communities, the Government of Canada is
providing up to $17.3 million to the governments of Yukon ($3.6 million), Northwest Territories
($8.7 million), and Nunavut ($5 million) to support northern air carriers. This funding, in
partnership with investments by the territorial governments, will ensure the continued supply of
food, medical supplies, and other essential goods and services to remote and fly-in
communities.
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Support for Nunavut

 We recognize the unique challenges faced by many
communities in Nunavut.

 Inuit regional organizations and governments are
receiving funding from Indigenous Services Canada for
measures including:
o Support for elders, youth and vulnerable

community members;
o Addressing food insecurity;
o Support for land-based activities;
o Educational and other support for children;
o Mental health assistance and emergency response

services;
o Preparedness measures to prevent the spread of

COVID-19; and
o Medical supplies.

 In full partnership, we have engaged Inuit on funding
gaps and are working towards addressing them.

COVID-19 Funding to Territorial Governments

 We recognize that territorial governments have unique
needs related to remoteness, transportation and health
care limitations, and higher costs of living and doing
business.

 Canada is addressing these unique territorial needs with
$130 million in COVID-related funding for four priorities:

o $72.6 million for health and social services;

o $17.3 million to maintain essential airline services;

o $15 million in supports for businesses; and

o $25 million to Nutrition North Canada for essential
goods.

 Canada remains committed to supporting provincial and
territorial governments in responding to COVID-19.



Territorial Transfers for health and social services

 Canada has dedicated resources to respond to the
urgent public health response including for Inuit
communities.

 Canada will transfer $72.6 million to the territorial
governments to support their COVID-19 health and
social services preparations and response:

o $18.4 million for Yukon;

o $23.4 million for the Northwest Territories; and

o $30.8 million for Nunavut.

 This funding builds on the $500 million already
announced for provincial and territorial governments
through the Canada Health Transfer and will help the
territories address the critical priorities they identified to
minimize the spread of COVID-19.

Other funding available to Inuit

 Canada, working with Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (ITK),

developed an approach to allocate $45 million of the

Indigenous Community Support Fund among Inuit

Nunangat Regions.

 Regional allocations were determined by ITK and Inuit land
claims organizations and are being administered by the
four Inuit land claims organizations:

o Makivik (Nunavik Inuit) received $11,250,000;

o Inuvialuit Regional Cooperation received $5,850,000,

o Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated received
$22,545,000, and;

o Nunatsiavut received $5,355,000.

 The Government is committed to continue working with
Inuit to further identify and address COVID-19
preparedness and response in Inuit communities.



Territorial Business Support

 Indigenous businesses provide jobs, goods, and
services to communities, and are an important part of
the Canadian economy.

 To assist businesses with operating costs not already
covered by other Government of Canada measures, the
Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency will
make available $15 million in non-repayable support for
businesses in the territories.

 The Government continues to work with Inuit in order to

address the gaps in COVID-19 response funding.

False positive case in Nunavut

 The health and safety of the communities is a top
priority for our Government.

 The Government of Nunavut is the lead in addressing
and investigating potential COVID-19 cases. The
territorial government and Public Health Agency of
Canada are responsible for testing.

 Government of Canada officials participate on the
COVID-19 Inter-agency Group, which is led by the
Government of Nunavut to collaborate and provide
support for the COVID-19 responses.

 The Government of Canada remains committed to
supporting provincial and territorial governments in
responding to the pandemic.



Background

Inuit are very concerned about the impact of COVID-19 on their communities given added
vulnerability caused by limited or only distant access to acute medical services, overcrowded
and inadequate housing, high rates of respiratory illnesses such as tuberculosis, and the
dependence on air support for travel and delivery of goods to their remote communities. During
the quickly evolving circumstances associated with the COVID-19 response, government is
working with Inuit partners to ensure that funding is delivered as quickly as possible. Gaps and
concerns have been identified in the delivery of some funding that may not have applicability
throughout Inuit Nunangat. CIRNAC is working with Inuit and federal partners to identify and
make efforts to address those gaps and concerns, where possible.

The Government of Canada is taking decisive action to help Canadians facing hardship
because of COVID-19. This includes working closely and proactively with provincial, territorial
and Indigenous governments to meet the unique needs of Indigenous and Northern
communities, which are among the most vulnerable to COVID-19. On April 14th, the Prime
Minister announced $130 million in targeted Northern funding to address immediate health,
economic, and transportation needs identified by territorial Premiers in correspondence in mid-
March.

Part of this funding includes the transfer $72.6 million directly to the governments of Yukon
($18.4 million), Northwest Territories ($23.4 million), and Nunavut ($30.8 million) to support
COVID-19 preparations and responses related to health and social services. This funding builds
on the $500 million already announced for provincial and territorial governments through the
Canada Health Transfer (CHT) and will enable territorial governments to address their
respective critical priorities as they see fit to minimize the spread of the virus.

In recognition of the hardships currently faced by the territorial business community, the
Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency (CanNor) will be immediately making
available $15 million in funding towards direct support for ongoing operating costs incurred by
territorial small- and medium-sized businesses, in order to help them continue to play their vital
role in Northern communities. This relief funding for territorial businesses complements the suite
of relief measures implemented by the Government of Canada to address the impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic on the Canadian economy. CanNor is working to provide this relief funding
as quickly as possible to the businesses that need it the most. Further details will become
available in the coming days once the program fully rolls out.

To support important air services to northern communities, the Government of Canada is
providing up to $17.3 million to the governments of Yukon ($3.6 million), Northwest Territories
($8.7 million), and Nunavut ($5 million) to support northern air carriers. This funding, in
partnership with investments by the territorial governments, will ensure the continued supply of
food, medical supplies, and other essential goods and services to remote and fly-in
communities.

The Government announced a one-time financial injection of $25 million in order to  increase
Nutrition North Canada’s subsidy rates on nutritious food and essential items. The
targeted/highest subsidy level has been increased by 50cents/kg, and the higher subsidy level
has been increased by $1/kg. By providing an additional subsidy on a broad range of items,
residents of isolated communities will be better able to afford to feed and protect themselves
and their families. These changes are temporary measures to assist residents of isolated
northern communities during this challenging period. This decision will extend until March 31,
2021.

The Government of Canada will continue to work with territorial and provincial governments and
other partners to explore short-to medium term options to address other needs directly related
to the COVID-19 pandemic and economic recovery.
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