
Wet’suwet’en MOU (115 words)

 The upcoming signing of the MOU - which has now been

released publicly by the Hereditary Chiefs - marks an

important step in our work to rebuild our relationship

with the Wet’suwet’en and towards affirming and

implementing their rights and title.

 It establishes a path forward for substantive

discussions towards a final agreement describing future

governance and the implementation of their rights and

title. It is not an “agreement” on the implementation of

rights and title. It is a shared commitment to begin that

work.

 Any agreement, once reached, would be taken back to

all Wet’suwet’en people for approval through a process

that must clearly demonstrate the consent of the

members of the nation.

If pressed: (67 words)

 Once the MOU is signed, a comprehensive and inclusive

engagement process will begin with transparency and

openness as the parties work together towards a final

agreement on the affirmation and implementation of

Wet’suwet’en rights and title.

 The next steps will include further and ongoing

engagement by the Wet’suwet’en with their house

groups - including the six elected chiefs of the

Wet’suwet’en Nation, their community members and

others.

Pipeline

 Our discussions in Smithers with the Wet’suwet’en
Hereditary Chiefs and the BC government focused on
two distinct issues - Wet’suwet’en rights and title and
issues arising out of the CGL pipeline.



 The CGL pipeline remains entirely within provincial
jurisdiction and I would refer you to comments made by
the BC Government with respect to that project.

EDC – Coastal Gaslink

 As a financially self-sustaining Crown corporation,
Export and Development Canada operates at arm’s
length from the Government.

 This means that EDC's participation in certain projects
is at arm's length from policy makers and without
taxpayers’ money.

 We expect EDC to be fully transparent and accountable
for their transactions and also ensuring it continues to
meet the evolving needs of Canada's exporters and
upholds the values that Canadians expect which
includes corporate social responsibility, environmental
sustainability, and reconciliation with Indigenous
Peoples.

 The Government of Canada remains confident that EDC,
as an arm’s length organization, provides its services
upholding these values.
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