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Preapproved Routine Impact Assessments (PRIA) are pre-determined environmental management and 

mitigation measures for a defined class of routine, repetitive projects or activities with well understood 

and predictable effects. Approved PRIAs are an acceptable Impact Assessment pathway as they fulfill 

Parks Canada’s obligations as a manager of federal lands under the Impact Assessment Act. 

This PRIA applies to the installation, maintenance, repair or replacement of free-standing exterior signs 
and corresponding bison exclusions within Grasslands National Park of Canada (GNP). This PRIA is to 
be used in conjunction with the PCA Exterior Signage Standards and Guidelines and The Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Canada. Because of the potential for signs to impact sage-grouse 
critical habitat, any sign over 1.2 m tall within the park that is not a regulatory or warning sign for traffic 
control (see definitions below) is outside the scope of this PRIA and will require a separate impact 
assessment process. Following this PRIA and attached Parks Canada section 83 form, regulatory or 
warning signs for traffic control will be allowed under section 83(a) of the Species at Risk Act), General 
Exceptions for activities related to public safety. However, these signs will still impact GNP management 
unit targets related to sage-grouse habitat. GNP Resource Conservation will continue to conduct 
viewshed analysis, track changes to sage-grouse habitat and progress toward Management Unit targets. 
 

To request a copy of this document with images, please contact ia-ei@pc.gc.ca. 
Figure 1: Signs Impact Assessment Pathway Decision Tree 

Definitions: 

Bison exclusion is a structure meant to deter bison, or to lesser extent cattle, from rubbing on a sign. 

Structures on the landscape attract bison (and cattle), which will then rub against the structure, damaging 

it and/or knocking it over. Common bison exclusions in the park are large cobbles scattered around the 

sign base and rails (for VE panels) are the only two methods we currently use 

Free-standing signs are those signs that require their own post. Examples of signs that are not free-

standing are boundary marker signs attached to boundary fence or non-potable water signs hung on the 

wall of a building.  

PCA Exterior Signage Standards and Guidelines outlines Parks Canada’s requirements with 

respect to exterior signage and provide direction related to planning, design, fabrication, and installation 

of signage. Signage requirements addressed by the Standards and Guidelines include the Federal Identity 

Program, the Parks Canada Identify Program, Official Languages legislation, the Manual of Uniform 

Traffic Control Devices for Canada, provincial traffic control devices manuals, and the National Standard 

of Canada’s Signs and Symbols for the Workplace. 

Regulatory signs for traffic control are those signs described in the regulatory section of the 

M.U.T.C.D., and are to indicate a traffic regulation that applies at a specific time or specific place on a 



 

road (e.g. stop signs, speed limits). Orientation/guiding signs used for directing traffic are not considered 

Regulatory Signs for Traffic Control for the purpose of this PRIA. Signs communicating other types of 

regulatory messages not included in the regulatory section of the M.U.T.C.D. (e.g. fee signs, fire hazard) 

are not considered regulatory signs for traffic control.  

Riparian area is “...the transition zone between water and upland areas that borders streams, rivers, 

lakes and wetlands. Riparian areas can perform unique ecosystem services like filtration and sediment 

trapping and groundwater recharge, contributing to clean, abundant water and wildlife habitat.” (Water 

Security Agency - Aquatic Habitat Protection page) 

The Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Canada (M.U.T.C.D.) published by 
Transportation Association of Canada (TAC) sets minimum standards and provides guidance for road 
managers nationwide to install and maintain traffic control devices on all public streets, highways, 
bikeways, and private roads open to public travel. 
 
Warning signs for traffic control are those signs described in the warning section of the M.U.T.C.D., 
and are to provide an advance indication of conditions on or adjacent to a road that are potentially 
hazardous to drivers (e.g. pedestrian warning, railroad warning). Signs communicating other types of 
warning messages that are not included in the warning section of the M.U.T.C.D. (e.g. warning messages 
along pedestrian pathways, quicksand warnings) are not considered warning signs for traffic control.  
 

Scope of Application: 

This PRIA includes: 

 The installation, maintenance, repair or replacement of free-standing, exterior signs and 

associated bison exclusions in Grasslands National Park that are ≤1.2m in height or that are 

regulatory or warning signs for traffic control (see definitions, above). 

Conditions and Exceptions: 

This PRIA does not apply under the following exceptions/conditions: 

 For the installation of structures over 1.2 m tall, other than regulatory or warning signs for traffic 
control as described in the M.U.T.C.D.. Other signs over 1.2 m (e.g. guiding/directional signs for 
traffic indicating distances/directions) will require a separate impact assessment process.  

 Installation of structures that would require pouring/curing concrete  

 Installation of structures that require excavation other than for sign posts or bison exclusions. 

 Creation of new site access routes or trails.  

 Installation of temporary signage (≤30 days). 

 Significant construction projects to which signs form one component of that project (e.g., 
campground). 

 The project involves the removal of or causes damage to buildings with national or local heritage 
value. 

 The project involves the removal of or causes damage to paleontological resources. 

 The project adversely impacts Indigenous sites that are potentially sacred or ceremonial in nature. 

https://www.wsask.ca/Water-Programs/Aquatic-Habitat-Protection/


 

Other considerations: 

Use of the PRIA may not be appropriate in circumstances such as: 

 Installing a sign in a previously undeveloped area that can create a new disturbance footprint or 

impacts on the natural viewscapes. 

Approved Geographic Area of Application: Grasslands National Park of Canada. 

Valued Components and Effects Analysis 

Soil/Land Resources 

 Soil contamination from hazardous materials (e.g. fuel)  

 Soil compaction and rutting  

 Soil erosion, loss of topsoil and exposure of subsoils 

Water Quality and Fish Habitat 

 Reduced water quality due to increased erosion, sedimentation, transport of debris and 

contamination (e.g., from leaks and accidental spills) 

 Introduction of fine sediments in a waterbody can have severe negative impacts on all life stages of 
fish and other aquatic life and their habitats (e.g., from erosion) 

 
Wildlife and Vegetation 

 Wildlife sensory disturbance causing displacement/habitat avoidance  

 Disturbance or damage to nests, roosts and/or dens and disruption of nesting, roosting and/or 
denning animals 

 Loss, damage, or fragmentation of critical habitat  

 Introduction of or spread of non-native and invasive plant species 

 Damage to and removal of vegetation 

Sage-grouse Management 

The installation of structures over 1.2 m in height:  

 is prohibited on legal subdivisions on Schedule 1 of the Emergency Order for the Protection of the 
Greater Sage-grouse  

 may damage or destroy sage-grouse critical habitat through sensory disturbance and through 
increased predator pressures, and  

 may interfere with Grasslands National Park’s sage-grouse management unit goals of restoring or 
maintaining highly functional critical habitat. 

Cultural Resources 

Adverse effects to the heritage value or character defining elements of a cultural resource or a heritage 

place, including: 



 

 Impacts to archaeological resources (known or potential) from displacement or destruction, 

resulting in loss of heritage value 

 Impacts to cultural landscapes 

Visitor Experience and Safety 

 Visual impacts and landscape changes  

 Reduced quality of visitor experience due to noise and presence of equipment  

 Reduced accessibility to portions of the site where work is taking place 

 Hazard to visitors and staff due to construction activities  

 Damage to buried utilities and disruption of service 

Mitigation Measures 

Sign Height: 

Tall structures have the ability to impact surrounding critical habitat for sage-grouse, which may 

contravene the Species at Risk Act and/or which may impede Grasslands National Park from achieving 

site-level sage-grouse management unit goals. For this reason, the following mitigations are required 

for this PRIA:  

1) New sign installations must not be over 1.2 m in height (from the ground to top of sign) unless the 

sign is a regulatory or warning traffic control device as described in the M.U.T.C.D. (see following 

section on public safety exemption).  

2) Existing signs that are over 1.2 m in height, whether being repaired or replaced, must not have their 

height increased (from ground to top of sign) unless the sign is a regulatory or warning traffic 

control device as described in the M.U.T.C.D.. 

3) Exclusions built around signs must not be over 1.2 m in height.  

4) For regulatory or warning traffic control devices as described in the M.U.T.C.D., apply the 

mitigations in the Public Safety Exemption for Traffic Control Devices Over 1.2 m Tall section 

(follows).  

PUBLIC SAFETY EXEMPTION FOR TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES OVER 1.2M TALL:  

Signs over 1.2 m tall may adversely impact critical habitat for sage-grouse and GNP’s sage-grouse 

habitat management targets. Regulatory and warning traffic control devices that must be over 1.2 m tall 

to effectively regulate traffic control for safety and efficiency to reduce potential for collisions must 

adhere to the following conditions in order to qualify as a section 83 public safety exemption under the 

Species at Risk Act. The details regarding the section 83 exception are included in the appendices of this 

PRIA.   

5) Placement and design signs should be vetted through the Asset Manager or delegate. Design 

principles will conform to the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (M.U.T.C.D.) for 

regulatory or warning traffic control devices.  

6) Submit a request to resource conservation to run a viewshed analysis of the impact of final locations 

on sage-grouse functional habitat. This information will be documented for reporting on the status 

of sage-grouse habitat management unit targets.  



 

7) Signs must have perch deterrents installed. Current recommended perch deterrents are attached in 

appendix 2.  

Pre-Project Planning: 

8) Installation crew should participate in a sign staking exercise with the VE representative and EA 

representative.  

9) Clearly identify and avoid sensitive environmental features and habitats in the work area and 

schedule work to avoid critical wildlife life stages. If useful, complete the Environmental Timing 

Windows Table. 

10) Identify areas of priority invasive species as defined by GNP’s Invasive Plant Management Plan. If 

priority invasive species are present within the work area or access, avoid the area or implement 

additional mitigations to reduce spread of invasive species.  

11) For new installations, work with a Cultural Resource Management (CRM) Advisor and CRM 

specialists (archaeologists, historians, and built heritage advisors) to avoid known and potential 

cultural resources and archaeological sites. For other work, check previous assessments for cultural 

resource mitigations.  

12) When using treated lumber follow Parks Canada’s Treated Wood Management Standard.  

13) A Spill Response Plan should be developed prior to work starting (see Appendix 1 for template).  

Table 1: Critical Wildlife Timing Windows 

 

Work Site Preparation/Staging/Laydown: 

17) Project leads are responsible for ensuring installation crew have read and understood applicable 

mitigations. 



 

18) Mitigations will be included with the work order.  

19) Staging areas, material/equipment drop sites, and parking areas must be identified ahead of time by 

the project manager, and should avoid known cultural resources.  

20) Use existing roadways, trails, disturbed areas or other areas as approved by designated Parks 

Canada staff for site access, travel within the site and construction activities.  

21) Locate buried utilities before digging near roads or serviced infrastructure.  

22) Schedule operations to avoid wet, windy, and rainy periods or very dry periods that may increase 

erosion and sedimentation.   

23) Conduct work during daylight hours, avoiding critical foraging times (dusk and dawn).   

24) All construction equipment must be washed prior to entering the park to minimize risk of 

introducing invasive weed species. Materials and tools being brought in for installation should be 

inspected for dirt and debris and washed as necessary before being brought in to the park. 

Visitor Experience and Safety:  

25) Close and mark the work site and safety hazard with appropriate signage while active construction, 

repair or maintenance is underway; consider temporary detours or reroutes as appropriate.  

26) If closing the area is not possible, maintain a safe working distance between work activities and 

visitors. Using high visibility vests and vehicle beacon lights when working adjacent to active 

roadways. 

27) Visitor access trails and roads outside the construction area must be free of construction materials, 

waste, machinery and equipment. 

Equipment Operations: 

28) Do not operate vehicles or equipment between 1.5 hours before sunset until 1.5 hours after sunrise 

during April 1 – May 30th in areas protected by the EPO (see Appendix 2 for map).  

29) When working in sensitive areas (e.g. hiking trails, off-road) use low pressure or rubber tracked 

equipment or access matting where feasible to minimize soil compaction and ground disturbance. 

30) Select equipment appropriate to the nature of work being conducted (e.g., avoid using large scale 

machinery when hand tools or smaller scale machinery could be used). 

31) Equipment must be properly tuned, clean, and free of contaminants, in good operating order, and 

free of leaks (e.g., fuel, oil or grease) prior to arrival on site.  

32) Any required cleaning of tools and equipment should be done at least 30m from a waterbody. 

33) Gas generators must be secured to prevent movement during the operation and set up on an 

impermeable fuel mat with a berm or within a container that can contain 110% of the volume of fuel 

in the generator. 

Excavation 

34) Do not move, damage or destroy native vegetation in areas protected by the EPO or in Critical 

Habitat, other than in an area within 15 m of the edge of a road (a road is a road that is paved, oiled, 

graded or levelled using heavy machinery and that is for the use of motor vehicles). 

35) Minimize ground disturbance, vegetation removal and bare soil exposure.  

36) When excavating, keep topsoil and subsoil in separate piles. When refilling excavation around post, 

ensure topsoil is placed on top.  

37) When possible, conduct any clearing of vegetation outside critical wildlife timing windows such as 

bird nesting period. 



 

38) Retain a 30-meter vegetated buffer, from the high water mark of waterbodies.  In sloped areas, 

buffers should increase in width as the slope increases.  

39) If cultural resources (i.e., structural remains and/or artifact concentrations) are encountered, work 

must cease in the immediate area, the site secured, and the resource conservation contacted for 

further direction.  

Fueling, Spill Response Plans and Hazardous Material Management: 

40) Ensure that all on-site workers receive a briefing about the Spill Response Plan and are aware of the 

location and use of spill kits and containment devices.  

41) Spill containment equipment must be present on-site. A spill contingency response kit including 

sorbent material and berms to contain 110% of the largest possible spill related to the work must be 

available on site at each location of potential spills (sites where equipment is working and at 

refueling, lubrication, and repair locations). 

42) All leaks and spills must be contained and cleaned-up as soon as it is possible to safely do so. In the 

event of a major spill, all other work must stop until the spill has been adequately contained and 

cleaned up. 

43) Document any spill, notify resource management. In the event of a major spill (over 100 L or that 

poses an imminent environmental threat), call the first contact authority immediately.  

44) Contaminants must be recovered at the source and disposed of according to applicable laws, 

policies, and regulations.  

45) Avoid using hazardous materials at the installation site (e.g. painting, cutting treated wood).  

46) If hazardous waste or potentially contaminated material is uncovered during excavation / 

construction, work must stop and excavated materials must be secured onsite in a manner that 

prevents contamination of the surrounding environment, including leaching.   

Wildlife: 

47) Do not increase the height of existing structures, unless the final height will be under 1.2 m. If 

structure is a Regulatory or Warning Sign for Traffic Control (see definitions section), refer to 

section on Public Safety Exemption for Traffic Control Signs over 1.2 m for conditions.  

48) Report incidental sightings of species at risk immediately to resource conservation. 

49) Do not destroy burrows during installation.  

50) If active nests, dens or roosts are discovered, stop work at that site and contact resource 

conservation. Additional mitigations may be required before work may resume (e.g. set back 

distances). 

51) Never approach or harass wildlife (e.g., feeding, baiting, luring). If wildlife is observed at or near the 

work site, allow the animal(s) the opportunity to leave the work area. 

52) Alert designated Parks Canada staff immediately to any potential wildlife conflict (e.g., aggressive 

behaviour, persistent intrusion), distress or mortality.   

53) All wildlife attractants must be secured (e.g., petroleum products, human food, recyclable drink 

containers, and garbage) in wildlife-proof containers, a secure building, or vehicle. When possible, 

keep food waste separate from construction waste and remove daily.  

Site Clean-up, Reclamation, and Waste Management: 

54) Contain wastes and transport to an approved waste landfill site outside the Parks Canada site unless 

otherwise directed; cover waste loads during transportation.  



 

55) All construction materials must be removed from the site on project completion. Burning is not 

permitted unless approved by Parks Canada.  

Approval 

Original document approved and signed on September 21, 2021 by Adriana Bacheschi, Field Unit 

Superintendent, Saskatchewan South Field Unit.  
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Appendix – Spill Response Plan to Attach to Work Order 

NAME:  

PROJECT:  

1) Ensure safety of all personnel 
2) Put on appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) 
3) Assess spill hazards and risks (refer to MSDS sheets with label and WHMIS) 
4) Remove all sources of ignition 
5) Stop the spill if safely possible (e.g. shut off pump, replace cap, tip container, plug leaking hole). Use the 

contents of the nearest spill kit to aid in stopping the spill if it is safe to do so. Remember PPE (e.g. 
gloves) 

6) Notify project manager and resource conservation:  

 Project Manager:  

 Resource Conservation through Jasper Dispatch: 1-877-852-3100 

 In the event of a major spill, call the first contact authority: 

 

7) Contain the spill 

 Use contents of spill kits to place sorbent materials on the spill to contain until advised by 
project manager.  

 On Land: initiate at far end of spill and move toward the centre of the spill. Take into note slope 
of terrain.  

 On Water (creek): Every effort should be made to prevent materials from entering the creek if 
occurs on land. If spill occurs in creek booms located in spill kits should be stretched the length 
of the creek immediately downstream from the spill.  

 
Expected Equipment Onsite:  

Expected Chemicals, Waste or Petroleum Products Onsite:  

Will there be fuelling on site? If so, describe (i.e. size of tank and location), include fueling procedures: 

Type, Size and Location of Spill Kits:  

Spill prevention procedures (i.e., containment and storage of materials, security, handling, use and disposal of 

empty containers, surplus product or waste generated in the application of these products in accordance with 

all applicable federal and provincial legislation). 

 



 

 

   

Appendix 2 – Perch Deterrent Specifications to Include on the 
Work Order for Signs over 1.2 m Tall 

Install perch deterrents on top of sign posts and along the sign blade for signs that are over 1.2 m tall. The 

type of perch deterrent recommended in this PRIA will be updated as new information becomes available.  

Perch deterrents will be a metal pyramid with a metal rod at the top () can be manufactured in-house at the 

cost of approx. $3/perch deterrent (excluding labor), and should be deployed on any vertical post or sign that is 

above 1.2 m (Figure 2). This model however is not to be used on fence posts, given potential risk for animals 

that may attempt jumping the fence.  

For any questions on perch deterrent availability and deployment, please contact Resource Conservation.  

 

 

Figure 2: Avian predator-proof perch deterrent developed in GNP in spring 2021 (left), and its appearance after deployment on a road sign 
in summer 2021 (right).



 

 

   

APPENDIX 3: Documenting the Rationale for a SARA s 83(1)(a) 
Exception  

 Guidance is provided in grey italics text within the form and should be deleted from the final version. 

 If the rationale is being prepared in conjunction with the SARA Permit Decision Tool, append the 

rationale to the decision tool and use the transmittal form in Part F of the tool for final approvals. 

 

Rationale for s 83(1)(a) Exception under the Species at Risk Act 

Site: 

List the name(s) of the site(s) where the activity will take place. 

Grasslands National Park of Canada 

 

SARA Competent Department: 

Parks Canada Agency 

Affected Species: 

Provide the names of species (single or multiple) listed on Schedule 1 of SARA as Extirpated, Endangered or Threatened 

for which SARA prohibitions are likely to be contravened. Consider SARA s 32 (protection of individuals), s 33 (protection 

of residences), s 58 (protection of critical habitat), and s 80 (emergency protection orders).   

Greater sage-grouse, Endangered SARA Schedule 1, Emergency Order for the Protection of the Greater Sage-

Grouse (EPO) 

 

Period for Exception: 

Identify the period for which the exception will apply (e.g., ‘from DDMMYYYY to DDMMYYYY', or 'Annually from 

DDMMYYYY to DDMMYYYY', or 'The exception will apply as long as the activity is required'). There may be more than one 

period for multiple species/activities. Where appropriate, include a statement about the exception being reviewed 

occasionally as required, for example, if additional critical habitat is identified or if new species are added to Schedule 1 of 

the Species at Risk Act while the exception is in place. 

This exception will apply as long as the road is operational.  

Area Where the Exception Applies: 

Identify the area within the Parks Canada place where the exception will apply, or state if it applies to the entire site. 

Consider including a map or graphic representation of the area; if critical habitat is identified in the area, the map should 

overlay the location of the exception with the location of critical habitat. 

 

This exception applies along public and operational roads in Grasslands National Park.  

Rationale for Exception: 



 

Rationale for s 83(1)(a) Exception under the Species at Risk Act 

Provide a rationale for why it is necessary to invoke the s 83(1)(a) exception, following the guidance in section 5.2 (e.g., 

referencing expert documentation). There may be more than one rationale, if the notification includes multiple activities 

and/or species. 

This exception is to apply to the installation of regulatory and warning traffic control signs using the 

Grasslands National Park’s site-level Preauthorised Routine Impact Assessment for the Installation of Signs. 

Regulatory traffic control signs are to indicate a traffic regulation that applies at a specific time or place on a 

road, the disregard of which would constitute a violation (e.g. a stop sign, a speed limit sign). Warning traffic 

control signs are to provide an advance indication of conditions on or adjacent to a road that are potentially 

hazardous to drivers (e.g. a pedestrian warning, a railroad warning). In both cases, these signs are required for 

the safe and efficient management of traffic to reduce the chance of collisions and physical harm.  

The message, lettering size and spacing, shape, colour, size, height, and placement of traffic control signs 

follow specifications outlined in the manual for uniform traffic control devices (M.U.T.C.D.) to ensure the sign 

is effective for the safe and efficient management of traffic. The specifications in the manual are developed to 

account for the height of vehicle, the travel speed of vehicle, the time required for a vehicle operator to read, 

interpret, and then to act on the sign. This manual, adopted widely across North America, provides 

specifications based in research to ensure signs are able to safely and effectively manage vehicle traffic. Signs 

for traffic management need to be over 1.2 m tall to be within the cone of vision of the vehicle operator, but 

also to accommodate appropriate letter height and spacing to be legible by the vehicle operator at the 

correct distances and speeds.  

While all traffic management signage has recommended dimensions likely to contravene the EPO and/or 

impact critical habitat for the greater sage-grouse, regulatory and warning signs for traffic control carry the 

most significant risk if not installed to specifications. Deviating from recommended design, dimensions, or 

placement could reduce the sign’s functionality, causing serious risk to public safety. GNP proposes to install 

regulatory and warning signs for traffic control along public and operational roads that are over 1.2 m tall at 

required locations.  

 

Activity: 

Include one or more activities that are the subject of the exception, such as those listed in section 5.2, as appropriate.  

Installation of regulatory and warning traffic control signs over 1.2 m tall in/adjacent to sage-grouse critical 

habitat and/or on lands protected under the Emergency Order for the Protection of the Greater Sage-Grouse 

as prescribed by the M.U.T.C.D. and the asset manager or delegate. 

 

Act of Parliament under which the Activity is Authorized: 

Specify which section(s) of which Act of Parliament will be used to authorise the activity subject to the exception. 

section 14(3)(c) of the Canada National Parks Act provides for the authorization of activities to be carried on 

in a wilderness area for the purpose of public safety  

Assessment that the Activity will Contravene SARA: 



 

Rationale for s 83(1)(a) Exception under the Species at Risk Act 

Specify how the activity will contravene SARA s 32 (protection of individuals), s 33 (protection of residences), s 58 

(protection of critical habitat) and/or s 80 (emergency protection orders). NOTE: If this template is being used with the 

SARA Permit Decision Tool and this question is already addressed in your response to Question 1 of the tool, please either 

refer to the tool or copy and paste your response here. 

EPO: Installing a sign would violate prohibition against installing structures over 1.2 m in height. 

SARA protected Critical Habitat: Installing a sign over 1.2 m tall is an example of an activity that could damage 

or destroy critical habitat (both as a result of increasing artificial perches for avian predators and because of 

sage grouse behavioural avoidance of some types of tall anthropogenic structures) 

GNP habitat management goals: GNP has set habitat management goals for sage-grouse, to achieve or 

maintain a certain percentage of critical habitat as functional. The installation of tall structures has the 

potential to impact otherwise functional critical habitat, and therefore will need to be managed to avoid 

interfering with management targets.  

 

Reasonable Alternatives Considered: 

The purpose of this section is impact avoidance. The alternatives provided should clearly articulate how the impacts of 
the activity on the listed wildlife species have been avoided by considering reasonable alternatives. Moreover, it should be 
demonstrated that there are no other reasonable alternatives to the one selected that would further avoid the impact. 
Biological, ecological, conservation and recovery objectives, technical and economic factors may be considered when 
deciding whether a given alternative is reasonable. The amount of analysis undertaken for the alternatives should be 
proportional to the magnitude and severity of the impact on the listed wildlife species. An explanation of why not 
undertaking the activity is not considered reasonable should be provided. If this rationale is being used with a Research 
and Collection Permit System (RCPS) application or environmental impact assessment and this topic is already addressed 
in that document, copy and paste the information here.  

GNP is a new park that continues to acquire land and assets, working towards completing its proposed 

boundary. It is likely that the park will soon inherit the roads in the West Block (currently owned by the rural 

municipality) and will be the responsible authority for managing traffic on roads. Most of these roads were 

not originally built for regular traffic use, and are not properly signed to manage traffic. To safely manage 

traffic, GNP will need the ability to install, repair, and replace traffic management signs. Regulatory and 

warning signs for traffic control carry the most significant risk if not installed to specifications outlined in the 

M.U.T.C.D.. Deviating from recommended design, dimensions, or placement could reduce the sign’s 

functionality, causing serious risk to public safety. Where these signs are required for the safe management of 

vehicle traffic, reasonable alternatives are not available. Other types of proposed signs over 1.2 m in height 

are excluded from this PRIA and will need to be reviewed on a case-by-case basis, typically through a Basic 

Impact Assessment.   

Feasible Mitigations to be Implemented: 

After having determined that impacts on the listed wildlife species have been avoided to the extent reasonably possible, 

the applicant must apply all feasible mitigation measures to minimize the impacts that could not otherwise be avoided 

despite having selected the best alternative. Demonstrate that the needs of the species were fully considered during the 

design of the activity and for identifying all feasible measures to minimize the impact of the activity. Consideration should 

be given to identifying and adopting best practices for the species. Biological, ecological, technical and economic factors 



 

Rationale for s 83(1)(a) Exception under the Species at Risk Act 

may be considered when considering what measures are feasible. Only include mitigations that will be implemented (as 

opposed to mitigations that are proposed but not confirmed). If this rationale is being used with a RCPS application or 

environmental impact assessment and this topic is already addressed in that document, copy and paste the information 

here.  If activities will be conducted by external parties, mitigation measures should also be included in a document 

associated with the activity (e.g., a Restricted Activity Permit or an Environmental Protection Plan as part of a contract) 

that enables enforcement of the measures. 

1) Only signs for regulatory and warning traffic control, included in the regulatory and warning sections 

of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, will qualify for a section 83 exception under this 

Pre-Approved Routine Impact Assessment. 

2) To ensure the sign is necessary and effective for safe traffic management, the placement and design 

signs will vetted through GNP’s asset manager or delegate.  Design principles will conform to the 

Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (M.U.T.C.D.)  

3) Structures built to exclude bison/cattle from damaging signs will be under 1.2 m tall and/or conform 

to EPO Schedule 2 (fence specifications for management of livestock).  

4) Perch deterrents will be employed on all signs over 1.2 m tall.  

For a complete list of mitigations, please refer to the Pre-Authorised Routine Impact Assessment for Signage 

in Grasslands National Park.   

Monitoring of Adverse Effects (if activity is being assessed through an environmental impact assessment): 

If conducting this assessment as part of an environmental impact assessment, in this space address SARA s 79 
requirements to ensure that measures (consistent with any applicable recovery strategies and action plans) are taken to 
monitor residual adverse effects to the species, its residences or its critical habitat. Describe how adverse effects on the 
species will be monitored. Include specific information regarding the objectives, scope, timelines and responsibilities for 
carrying out the monitoring. Also identify the circumstances under which corrective measures may be needed to address 
any issue or problem identified during the monitoring, for example, if unanticipated effects occur or the importance of the 
effects is greater than anticipated. If this has already been documented within the environmental impact assessment, 
reference the location of that information here. If activities will be conducted by external parties, monitoring measures 
should also be included in a document associated with the activity (e.g., a Restricted Activity Permit or an Environmental 
Protection Plan as part of a contract) that enables enforcement of the measures. 

1) Sign locations and heights will be shared with resource conservation, and the cumulative impact to 

functional sage-grouse habitat and sage-grouse management unit targets will continue to be 

monitored and reported on by resource conservation against park-wide and management unit-based 

targets.  

2) On-going perch deterrent studies will inform the PRIA for Signage in Grasslands National Park, and the 

PRIA appendix recommending perch deterrents will be updated as new recommendations from 

resource conservation become available. Resource conservation will coordinate the maintenance or 

replacement of existing perch deterrents.  

 

Conservation Gains to be Implemented for the Species (where relevant) 



 

Rationale for s 83(1)(a) Exception under the Species at Risk Act 

Describe here any additional conservation measures that the Parks Canada place is undertaking or will undertake to 

benefit the species. 

GNP’s approach to both park-wide and Management Unit-based habitat targets for permitting the installation 

of vertical structures in sage-grouse critical habitat will help achieve species’ recovery objectives while 

supporting Parks Canada’s integrated delivery. All other ongoing recovery actions for the species (e.g., 

captive-breeding and population augmentation, beneficial cattle grazing, habitat restoration) continue, and 

their effectiveness is expected to proportionally increase as the amount of functional habitat increases (e.g., 

cumulative beneficial effect). Conservation messaging is part of our signage program in GNP. This PRIA is 

meant to assist GNP’s work towards a streamlined, effective signage program as the park continues to 

expand, acquire assets, and develop programming.  
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