
 

 

Preapproved Routine Impact Assessment  

Special Events 
Mauricie and Western Quebec Field Unit 

Impact Assessment Act, 2019 
 

Preapproved Routine Impact Assessments (PRIA) are pre-determined environmental management and 

mitigation measures that apply to a defined class of routine and repetitive projects or activities whose 

effects are understood and predictable. PRIAs are an acceptable impact assessment mechanism as they 

allow Parks Canada to meet the requirements of the Impact Assessment Act (IAA) as federal land 

manager.  

This PRIA applies to special events and to the licensing of special events accessible by road within a 

National Historic Site of Canada (NHSC) that is part of the Mauricie and Western Quebec Field Unit 

(MWQFU) or an area of La Mauricie National Park (LMNP) in Zone IV or Zone V, in accordance with 

the management plan zoning in effect at the time of the project impact assessment (Appendix 1). It also 

applies to licensed special event venues (Appendix 2). 

This PRIA complements the Administrative Guidelines for Special Events. Parks Canada staff should 

continue to use the Management Bulletin 2.6.10 – Recreation and Special Events Assessment and the 

Coordinator’s Guide to determine the suitability of an event through the local assessment process. The 

Field Unit staff member responsible for the impact assessment will review the special event proposal and 

provide advice to the “Recreation and Special Events Assessment Coordinators” or the manager 

responsible for recommending the special event on how to apply the PRIA. 

The PRIA applies to all types of special events covered by the Administrative Guidelines for Special 

Events (e.g., recreational, community, private, commercial and partnership activities) as well as to special 

events of organizations (e.g., commercial (for-profit) organizations, non-profit organizations, private 

businesses and partners).  

The PRIA does not consider filming and photography projects for commercial purposes.  

Special event organizers must apply for a separate film and photography permit for these activities, per 

the National Multimedia Guidelines. This includes activities related to photography of any kind (e.g., 

landscape images, model shoots, commercial product shoots), audio recordings of any kind (e.g., music, 

lyrics, nature sounds) and video productions of any kind (e.g., feature films, documentaries, fiction, 

commercials and other promotional videos) intended for online broadcast or other distribution.  

The use of unmanned aerial vehicles, or drones, is governed by Transport Canada regulations and the 

Directive on Drone Flight. Field Unit Superintendent approval is required whether the use is proposed 

by an external organizer or by Parks Canada staff. If organizers plan to use a drone for a commercial 

film or photography project, this must be specified on the film and photography permit application.  

A special event is a one-time, planned activity or group of activities that are organized to amuse, 

entertain, inform, commemorate or promote. Events may be conducted for profit, gain, fundraising, 

business promotion or non-profit purposes. Special events are not part of the regular programming of 

protected heritage places. They include but are not limited to: 
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 Recreation: Activities or events organized usually for sporting and/or competition purposes 

that are not community events. E.g.: Bike Race, Summer and Winter Park Challenges, events 

that move to various locations along a preapproved route. 

 

 Community: Activities or events organized by a non-profit charitable group or organization, 

where the sole beneficiary of the event is a non-profit charitable group or organization. E.g.: 

Event days (Canada Day, Parks Day, Wilderness Day, National Indigenous Peoples Day), school 

event, community litter pick-up, shoreline clean-up, commemorative ceremony, fundraising 

activities for a registered charity or non-profit organization. 

 

 Private: Small-scale celebrations that are organized by permit applicants and are open only to 

their guests. E.g.: wedding, meeting, family event, private function. 

 

 Commercial: An activity or event that takes place in public space on land or in a building 

managed by the Parks Canada Agency that is not a community event. E.g.: Filming (with or 

without drone), poetry festival, meeting exchange, conference, flea market, ecotourism, theatre 

performance. 

 

 Partner: Any activity or event where there is a collaborative partnership/arrangement in place. 

E.g.: Festival of Birds, Great Canadian Camp-In, CBC Quietest.Concert.Ever. 

Other activities may take place during a special event, for example: artists’ exhibits, natural 

resource and cultural heritage interpretation programs and/or presentations (e.g., Art in the Park, 

interpretive hikes, boating, canoeing/kayaking), camping (group camping trips that do not take place in 

a designated campground), concerts and plays. 

Drone: unmanned, remote-controlled, motorized aircraft; may be a model aircraft or an unmanned 

aerial vehicle. 

Waterbody: includes, but is not limited to, lakes, canals, reservoirs, oceans, rivers and their 

tributaries, and wetlands extending to the natural high-water mark, but does not include sewage or 

wastewater treatment ponds, tailings ponds, artificial irrigation reservoirs, dugouts or ditches that are 

not a fish habitat as defined in subsection 2(1) of the Fisheries Act. 

Scope of application 

This PRIA is intended for special events for recreational, community, private, commercial, partnership 
or other purposes. 
 
The following activities are covered for each of these events: 

 Set-up and take-down of a stage, structure, signage, fencing or tents and temporary shelters; 

 Maintenance, transportation, use and storage of machinery and equipment used during the 
event; 

 Installation, use, maintenance and removal of portable toilets; 

 Installation and removal of waste and recycling containers; 

 Set-up and removal of market booths and promotional displays; 

 Food preparation and cleaning; 

 Installation and removal of generators and audiovisual equipment; 

 Set-up and elimination of pyrotechnics, special effects, campfires or gunpowder; 

 Event participants — responsible for traffic, parking, public safety and other security related 
officers; 
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 The event itself and the people attending the event; 

 Generation/disposal of waste and recyclable materials produced. 

Conditions and exceptions 

This PRIA applies in the following circumstances:  

 The special event is not large-scale or long-term or has no potential cumulative impacts that are 
not considered in this PRIA. 

 The project is being carried out on already developed plots and does not involve any 
components requiring excavation for the special event. 

 The project is not located in an area that contains sensitive natural or cultural resources (e.g., 
nests, burrows and roosts, cultural resources, critical habitat or residences of endangered 
wildlife, riparian areas, wildlife corridors, rare ecotypes, revegetating areas or management 
areas of concern). 

 The project is not located in a landslide prone area, flood plain or other area vulnerable to water 
level changes. 

 The project does not permanently alter the characteristics of a waterbody (e.g., temperature, pH, 

turbidity, flow, water level, waterbody bed) and avoids causing serious harm to fish and is 

unlikely to require authorization under the Fisheries Act [para 35(1) or 36(3)]. Check whether 

your project requires review.  

 The project does not disturb navigable waters and is unlikely to require an application for 
approval under the Canadian Navigable Waters Act [para 5(1)]. Overview of the application 

process.  

 The project does not require a permit and has no residual adverse effects on an individual, 
residence or critical habitat of a species listed under the Species at Risk Act (SARA). 

 The project will not cause the destruction of wetlands. 

 The project does not pose a high risk to migratory birds during the mid-May to mid-August 
nesting period and meets the guidelines to reduce risk to migratory birds and conservation 
measures to minimize impacts on migratory birds during the nesting period. Guidelines to 
reduce risk to migratory birds.  

 The project does not include the removal or damage of cultural resources of heritage value, such 
as heritage buildings designated by the Federal Heritage Buildings Review Office, 
archaeological sites, historic or archaeological objects or cultural landscapes.  

 The project will not adversely affect the claims or rights of Indigenous peoples. The sites will 
remain accessible for their activities.  

 
Where these conditions cannot be met, a basic or detailed impact assessment (BIA or 

DIA) should be used in place of the PRIA. 

Other factors to consider:  

 This PRIA may not be appropriate in the following cases where the environment is highly 

susceptible to the introduction of aquatic and terrestrial invasive alien species. 

 Field unit staff can refer to Management Bulletin 2.6.10 – Recreation and Special Events 

Assessment to assist them in assessing new special events proposed in their region.  

 Field units are responsible for determining the capacity limits of the various indoor and outdoor 

special event sites for their respective historic sites and parks. 

 The management unit should establish park- and/or site-specific wildlife-sensitive time windows 
and areas of ecological or cultural significance to be avoided when authorizing and planning special 

events. 

 Special events involving excavation are not permitted without an assessment by a Cultural Resource 

Management (CRM) specialist and/or authorization from Parks Canada Agency (PCA) staff. 

https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/index-eng.html
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/reviews-revues/request-review-demande-d-examen-003-eng.html
https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/programs-623.html
https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/programs-623.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds/reduce-risk-migratory-birds.html
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 If the project is likely to require approval under the Canada Navigable Waters Act [para 5(1)], the 

use of this PRIA is probably not appropriate (check whether the project is a major work in navigable 

waters or a work in navigable waters listed in the Schedule).  

 Additional PCA permits may be required, including: 
o Building permits (e.g., for bleachers, tents, toilets) 
o Restricted event permits 
o Business licence (for each supplier offering goods and services at a special event) 
o Filming permit 
o Use of drones (e.g., for special events or for film and photography) 

Geographical areas of approved application 

This PRIA may be applied to developed plots that are accessible by road within a National Historic Site 
or any area of a National Park that is in Zone IV or Zone V, as determined by the zoning of the 
Management Plan. 

 La Mauricie National Park: per Management Plan zoning, Zones IV or V exclude the proposed 
critical habitat of the wood turtle 

 Fort Chambly NHS 

 Forges du Saint-Maurice NHS 

 Carillon Barracks NHS 

 Manoir-Papineau NHS 

 Louis-Joseph Papineau NHS 

 Fort Lennox NHS 

 Coteau-du-lac NHS 

 Obadjiwan-Fort-Témiscamingue NHS 

 Battle of the Châteauguay NHS 

 The Fur Trade at Lachine NHS 

 Sir George-Étienne Cartier NHS 

 Sir Wilfrid Laurier NHS 

 Louis S. St-Laurent NHS 

PCA specialists 

Impact assessment: 

If you have any questions about the application of this PRIA, please consult a member of the MWQFU 
impact assessment team. 
 
Species at risk: 
If in doubt about potential adverse effects on species at risk, please consult a member of the Species 
Conservation and Management team. 
 
Environmental management: 
If you have any questions regarding environmental management (e.g., treated wood, contaminated 
sites, hazardous materials or greening operations), please consult a member of the Environmental 
Management team. 
 
Cultural resources: 

https://tc.canada.ca/en/programs/navigation-protection-program/apply-npp
https://www.tc.gc.ca/fra/programmes-623.html
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If in doubt about potential adverse effects on known or suspected cultural resources, please consult a 
member of the Cultural Resource Management and Protection team or, if appropriate, the local Field 
Unit specialist. 
 
Recreational activities and special events: 

If you have any questions regarding the organization of a special event, please consult the Field Unit recreation 
and special events assessment coordinators or send an email to pc.activites-activities.pc@canada.ca. 

Valued components and effects analysis 

Soil and land resources 

 Soil compaction and rutting  

 Soil contamination from waste (e.g., garbage, trash, sewage, fuel) 

 Enlargement of the disturbance footprint 

 Soil erosion, topsoil loss and subsoil exposure 

Water quality  

 Water contamination from accidental spills from machinery, equipment, boats, portable toilets, 

sewage, grey water or other liquid wastes from food concessions 

 Localized changes in surface water hydrology 

 Spread of disease and aquatic invasive species 

Air quality and noise 

 Temporary reduction in ambient air quality (i.e., caused by dust, pyrotechnics, equipment 

emissions, etc.) during special events 

 Increased ambient noise levels 

 Temporary light pollution 

 

Flora and fauna 

 Damage or removal of vegetation in immediate or adjacent areas (e.g., root exposure, trampling or 
unauthorized trail) 

 Introduction of invasive alien species, proliferation of existing populations  

 Sensory disturbance to wildlife due to noise and increased human presence, including the 

installation and use of pyrotechnics that encourage animals to move and avoid their preferred 

habitat 

 Wildlife habituation/attraction to artificial food sources or attraction to its sources 

 Damage to nests, roosts or burrows and disturbance to nesting, resting or birthing animals 

 Mortality caused by project activities 

 Potential damage to flora or fauna in the event of an accidental spill (e.g., fuel, oil, chemicals, 
human waste, etc.) 

 Possible damage to wildlife due to infection when importing or using pet or wildlife accessories 

Cultural resources  

 Adverse effects on the heritage value or character-defining elements of a cultural resource or 
historic site: 

o Adverse effects on cultural landscapes or landscape features of heritage value 

o Effects on archaeological resources (known or suspected) due to displacement or 

destruction, resulting in a loss of heritage value 
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o Effects on the heritage value or character-defining elements of a building, engineering work 

or historic object 

Visitor experience and public safety  

 Impairment of the quality of the visitor experience and public safety due to noise, increased ambient 

lighting illuminating the special event, the presence of construction equipment or the use of 

pyrotechnics 

 Restricted access to parts of the site where the special event is taking place 

 Traffic delays and congestion that may occur due to the special event 

 Potential increase in the risk to visitor safety due to the event (e.g., proximity to water, greater 
number of visitors on-site, consumption of alcoholic beverages on-site, transportation of teams and 

equipment on-site, use of pyrotechnic equipment and other special effects, etc.) 

General/cumulative effects 

 Cumulative effects could remain if environmental components are affected by interactions between 

multiple projects at the same locations in the protected heritage place over long periods of time. 

Mitigation measures  

Special events planning 

1. Special event organizers must review mitigation measures and any considerations specific to the 

protected area with designated PCA staff prior to the start of the special event. 

2. Parks Canada encourages organizers to set a goal of zero waste and to encourage the use of reusable, 

recyclable and/or compostable packaging and catering materials. See Parks Canada Towards Zero 

Waste Guidance for Special Events. 

3. Special event organizers must inform visitors of the heritage value of the protected heritage place 

and the most appropriate mitigation measures (e.g., do not damage or destroy turtle nests and 

protect them with exclusion fencing). 
 

Table 1. Critical environmental periods for MWQFU 
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*¹: Species designated as threatened or vulnerable by the Government of Québec. 

*²: For more details, refer to the regional framework and the target species present. 

  

https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/timing-periodes/freshwater-eaudouce-qc-eng.html
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Table 2. Environmental considerations for special events 

 

*Check with the MWQFU conservation service 

 

Operations and equipment 

4. Event organizers are responsible for providing appropriate spill containment and clean-up 

equipment, spill response equipment and a Spill Response Plan to ensure a rapid response to spills 

(e.g., chemicals, human waste). 

5. In the event of a spill, the organizer must immediately inform the PCA heritage site manager and the 
environment coordinator of the La Mauricie and Western Quebec Field Unit conservation service via the 
emergency contact (819-536-3180). 

6. The organizer must at all times provide a complete spill kit adapted to the equipment on-site in 
accordance with the Approved Response Plan to ensure a rapid response in the event of a spill. 

7. The organizer must promptly log events involving oil in the PCA Environmental Incident Report 
(Appendix 2). 

8. The operation, refuelling and maintenance of vehicles and equipment, and the handling and storage 
of toxic materials (e.g., fuel, oils and chemicals) must be conducted in a manner that prevents soil and 
water contamination.  

9. Machinery shall be stored, serviced and cleaned at a location authorized by PCA, on a level surface, 
away from tree foliage (area defined by the outer circumference of a tree branch where water drips and 
falls to the ground) and at a measured distance of at least sixty (60) metres horizontally from a waterbody 
(measured from the high-water mark (HWM) in the case of a lake or waterbody or the wetland boundary). 
Refuelling and lubrication of machinery shall be conducted at least thirty (30) metres horizontally from 
a waterbody (measured from the HWM in the case of a lake or waterbody or from the wetland boundary). 
The high-water mark (HWM) is the ordinary or average level at which a body of water rises to its highest 
point and remains there long enough to leave a mark on the land (Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 2015). 
The upper controlled water elevation is used to define the high-water mark in developed waterways. 

10. The organizer and/or equipment operator must perform all maintenance, servicing and cleanup of 
their equipment at a site where contaminants can be contained in the event of a spill. Properly identified 
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leak-proof containers must be provided to store used petroleum products and waste generated by the 
maintenance and servicing of the machinery separately.  

11. Refuel on a waterproof fuel mat with a berm or inside a container. Clean up spills and leaks during 
refuelling and contain contaminated materials, which must be disposed of properly. Never pour or 
deposit fuel in the environment or in a waterbody. 

12. Before excavating contaminated soils, the proponent must wait for instructions from the PCA 
environmental representative while a check is conducted for the presence of cultural resources in the 
underlying soil. Fuel must never be dissipated or deposited in the environment or in a waterbody.  

13. Where possible, use machinery that runs on organic and biodegradable oil and require that the 
proponent and/or equipment operator provide certificates from an accredited laboratory certifying 
equipment compliance. 

14. Secure oil-fired generators to prevent movement during operation and place them on a waterproof 
fuel mat with a berm or in a container that can hold 150% of the volume of fuel in the equipment. 

15. No small oil-fired stationary equipment (generator, pump, etc.) or tank or container shall be left 
within twenty (20) metres (measured from the HWM in the case of a lake or waterbody or from the 
wetland boundary) of a lake, waterway or wetland unless it is installed in an impermeable structure 
(collection container or enclosure equipped with an impermeable tarp to contain leaks and spills) with a 
minimum volume equivalent to 150% of the capacity of the tank and containers. If the facility is not 
equipped with basic shelter, water from precipitation must be removed from the work after each period 
of precipitation and managed as potentially contaminated. 

16. Follow all applicable regulations and codes for the management and handling of hazardous waste. 

a. Identify and handle all toxic/hazardous materials as required by the Canadian Environmental 
Protection Act, the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act and the Workplace Hazardous 
Materials Information System (WHMIS). 

b. Dispose of contaminated materials off PCA lands, at provincially or territorially certified 
disposal sites. The proponent must provide a slip for the disposal of contaminated materials and 
soils at an authorized site outside the historic site. 

 

Waste management 

17. Provide an appropriate number of portable toilets based on expected attendance, daily duration of 
activities, type of event and services offered (food, beverages) and recommendations made by the lessor 
of such equipment, including an appropriate number of wheelchair-accessible toilets and the necessary 
clearance and signage to facilitate access. Ensure that the supplier follows the appropriate delivery, 
installation, operation and removal procedures. 

18. Where possible, portable toilets should be located at least 30 metres from any waterbody (i.e., lake, 
river or wetland) or municipal storm drain. Expand the buffer zone based on the level of risk and site-
specific conditions. 

19. Properly dispose of wastewater in designated areas as directed by PCA staff. 

20. It is prohibited to discharge solid waste, sewage or contaminated water into a waterbody or 
stormwater management system. 

21. Organize, place and maintain sufficient containers for compostable, recyclable or waste materials 
before and during the special event. 

22. Burying or burning waste on-site is prohibited. 

23. Separate and sort waste materials and dispose of them in accordance with regulations at authorized 
facilities (e.g., according to provincial landfill legislation and ban). Hazardous waste materials (batteries, 
fuel, etc.) must be separated from normal waste and properly labelled and disposed of. 
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24. Store all products that may attract wildlife (e.g., petroleum products, food, recyclable beverage 
containers, and garbage) in a secure building, vehicle, or wildlife-proof container, or as directed by PCA 
staff. 

 

Soil and land resources, water quality 

25. Minimize vehicular traffic on exposed, sensitive, vegetated soils and instead use specially designed 
surfaces (gravel, paved and/or protected surfaces). Do not use shoulders, unofficial trails, grassy areas, 
etc. 

26. Avoid operating vehicles/machines up or down riverbanks or along the shoreline, except on 
designated access roads, PCA approved routes and areas protected by a ramp or snow bank. 

27. Apply measures to protect the soil under any support points of containers and transport pallets to 
prevent soil degradation during the installation and removal of such equipment. Favour the use of 
hardened surfaces (access road, parking lot, pavement, etc.) for the storage of this equipment to avoid 
degrading vegetated areas and limit rehabilitation efforts. 

28. Promptly restore altered areas to their natural state to prevent erosion. 

29. Do not anchor in prohibited areas; the use of mooring slips must be coordinated with PCA and 
Transport Canada. 

30. In anticipation of the snow removal required for the event, mark curbs, grassy areas and other 
infrastructures to be protected during these interventions. 

31. During snow removal operations, ensure that the snow collected is clean and plan for its disposal 
according to the level of contamination observed. Snow soiled with soil and other residues should not be 
disposed of within 60 m of an aquatic habitat. 

 

Air quality 

32. Use new or well-maintained equipment with fully functional emission control/muffler/exhaust 
systems, engine covers, etc. 

33. Where possible, assess the production of greenhouse gases and offset emissions through participation 
in a recognized program. 

 

Flora 

34. No vegetation shall be removed from the site or harvested unless approved by PCA. 

35. Limit where possible vehicular and pedestrian traffic to existing or approved lanes and roads as 
directed by the PCA representative to avoid damaging vegetation. 

36. Use of any vegetation to support equipment, infrastructure and signage is strictly prohibited. 

37. Use of the riparian forest (excluding trails, campfires, temporary structures) by event 
organizers/participants and the general public is prohibited. 

 

Invasive alien species  

38. Any equipment or machinery coming from outside the PCA protected heritage place must be washed 
off-site and inspected prior to arrival to minimize the risk of introducing and spreading invasive alien 
species. Proof that this mitigation measure has been implemented may be requested before the 
equipment is permitted in the protected heritage place. 

39. Minimize soil disturbance and vegetation removal where possible. 
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40. Stabilize and revegetate disturbed areas as soon as possible, using native plants, soil mix and seed 
approved by designated PCA staff. If it is too far into the growing season, stabilize the site to prevent 
erosion and revegetate the following spring by putting in place the measures required for effective 
vegetation recovery, if necessary (exclusion barrier, signage, erosion control matting, etc.). 

41. Use only clean, local soil/gravel/mulch materials to avoid the possible introduction of seeds from 
invasive or alien species. Typical stemmed flower bouquets and arrangements, rose petals, etc. from a 
florist or flower shop are acceptable since their seeds are sterile, and it is unlikely that the seeds will 
germinate or the cuttings will reproduce in the surrounding environment. The introduction of any other 
plant material (e.g., trees, shrubs, herbaceous plants with or without seeds) not originating from a florist 
or flower shop shall be subject to review/approval by designated PCA staff. 

 

Wildlife 

42. PCA staff will conduct a pre-event briefing to inform event officials of potential sensitive species, 
including species at risk and species designated as threatened or vulnerable that may be encountered and 
the requirements they must meet in the event of an encounter and to protect these species and their 
habitats. 

43. Never approach or harass a wild animal (e.g., feed, bait or lure). 

44. It is prohibited to remove wild animals or part of a wild animal from the site. 

45. It is prohibited to disturb, destroy or take a nest or eggs of a migratory bird; or possess a live migratory 
bird, or the carcass, skin, nest or eggs of a migratory bird, under the Migratory Birds Convention Act. 

46. The habitat of sensitive species must be protected by means of barriers. Depending on the nature of 
the special event, specific protective measures will be implemented to protect individuals, residences and 
critical habitats, if necessary. 

47. If wildlife is observed in or near the site, give them the opportunity to leave. 

48. Special event organizers should immediately inform PCA staff of any wildlife encounters. If aggressive 
behaviour or persistent intrusion occurs, stop the special event and evacuate the site. 

49. Minimize the amount of light and the area illuminated. Reduce glare by using properly mounted 
shielded lighting and avoid direct lighting of shoreline areas.  

50. All animal accessories imported or used in educational exhibits/interpretive programs must be in 
good condition, kept separate from wild animal populations, and properly stored, cared for and cleaned.  

51. All animals transported to the site must have a current health certificate from a certified veterinarian, 
which ensures that each animal has been vaccinated and dewormed. 

 

Cultural resources 

52. The sites are protected heritage places and should be treated as such. Event organizers should be 
aware that all special event work and activities at protected heritage places are subject to various 
regulations and guidelines such as the Canada National Parks Act, Cultural Resource Management 
Policy and Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada.  

53. The location of special event structures will be subject to review by the Cultural Resource Management 
Advisor to ensure that there are no significant adverse effects on the cultural resources and overall 
commemorative integrity of the site. 

54. Apply all mitigation measures identified by a PCA archaeologist or cultural resources advisor for the 
immediate area of the special event. 

55. To the extent possible, protect cultural resources by specifically excluding them from the event, 
preventing unauthorized access to the resources, or having Agency staff diligently monitor them. 
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56. According to PCA guidelines, areas that may contain cultural resources will be marked off and 
protected to prevent unauthorized access and any adverse effects that may arise from the special event or 
caused by participants. 

57. Security or site staff will monitor areas and/or objects of known cultural resources (including 
archaeological resources, historic objects or building interiors) to which guests will have access, to 
prevent accidental damage, theft and vandalism. 

58. Excavation of any kind is prohibited without prior approval from PCA, approved by the field unit 
superintendent/manager responsible or granted through the Cultural Resource Impact Analysis (CRIA) 
process. 

59. Impacts to the surface soil and below the surface soil for the purpose of anchoring fences, tent stakes, 
signs or any other purpose are prohibited, except in areas that have been subject to preliminary review 
or analysis by an archaeologist or qualified cultural resource management specialist/advisor (through the 
CRIA process). It is recommended that signs, temporary fencing, or structural stabilization mechanisms 
that are non-intrusive (i.e., do not break through the ground) be used. 

60. The use of cultural resources to support equipment, infrastructure and signage is strictly prohibited. 

61. A minimum 2-metre buffer zone without activity must be maintained around any known heritage 
building or cultural resource. Expand the buffer zone based on the level of risk and site conditions. This 
includes all facilities, machinery, equipment and main traffic routes. 

62. In the event that archaeological resources are discovered during project activities, the special event 
organizers will isolate the area and restrict access until the cultural resource management 
advisor/specialist is informed and provides further direction. 

63. Should any artifacts, human remains or remains of ancient peoples and any objects of historical value 
be found, they remain the property of the Crown and all such objects must be protected and brought to 
the immediate attention of the cultural resource management advisor/specialist.  

 

Visitor experience and safety 

64. Reduce sound equipment volume during visitor hours and minimize the distance that noise will travel 
during events (e.g., avoid diverting speakers from the event area). 

65. Plan events (particularly those involving traffic interruptions) to avoid peak hours whenever possible. 

66. Parking and access roads to the special event shall only be in areas designated by the PCA. 

67. The use of special effects, pyrotechnics or gunpowder must comply with the Explosives Act and the 
Regulations under the PCA Guidelines. The proponent must ensure that the required permits are 
obtained from MWQFU management to use explosives during the special event. PCA gunpowder 
specialists will provide specific guidance for the use of gunpowder on-site. 

68. The use of drones on PCA premises is strictly regulated and requires special permission from the 
management unit superintendent. The use of drones at PCA must comply with the National Parks Act, 
the conditions of the permit issued by the field unit superintendent and Transport Canada requirements.  

 

General/cumulative effects 

69. Restore the property to its original condition as soon as possible after the event in accordance with 
PCA’s natural resource conservation and cultural resource management specifications. 

70. Special event equipment must be stored at a PCA-approved location. 

71. The event organizer will be held responsible for damages from vandalism, theft and other similar 
events related to movable or immovable property (including cultural resources) on the site. 
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Additional mitigation measures 

Some minor modifications may be required to mitigate any potential impacts (e.g., maps of the 
protected heritage place showing where the special event may occur, locations of sensitive species or 
cultural resources to be avoided, contacts for environmental emergencies.  Include additional mitigation 
measures here: 
  

Approval 

Original document approved and signed by Nadine Blackburn, Director of the Mauricie and Western 
Quebec Field Unit, on September 15, 2020.  
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APPENDIX 1 

 
Zoning Map in Effect in the La Mauricie National Park Management Plan  

2020–2030 
 

(To come following approval of the new 2020–2030 zoning plan) 

Appendix 2 - Environmental Incident Report Form 

To request a copy of this document, please contact ia-ei@pc.gc.ca.  
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