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Pre-approved Routine Impact Assessments (PRIA) are pre-determined environmental 

management and mitigation measures for a defined class of routine, repetitive projects or 

activities with well understood and predictable effects. Approved PRIAs are an acceptable 

Impact Assessment pathway as they fulfill Parks Canada’s obligations under the Impact 

Assessment Act (IAA) as a manager of federal lands. In this circumstance, the removal of aquatic 

vegetation is not considered a physical work or a designated physical activity that requires 

assessment under the IAA, however this PRIA has been developed by the Ontario Waterways 

field unit for due diligence, as the activity has potential for negative effects and the field unit 

issues permits to conduct the activity. 

Aquatic vegetation is a natural part of the Rideau Canal and Trent-Severn Waterway freshwater 

ecosystems. Most vegetative species are native to these waters but some are invasive, such as 

Eurasian Watermilfoil. Aquatic plants provide habitat for fish and other aquatic organisms to 

spawn, feed and hide from predators. These plants also play an important role in maintaining 

and improving water quality by stabilizing sediments and absorbing harmful pollutants. Due to 

the benefits they provide, the removal of native aquatic vegetation should be minimized 

wherever possible. Removing aquatic vegetation also creates areas of disturbance where 

problematic, non-native invasive aquatic vegetation species can establish. Areas slated for 

aquatic vegetation removal should be chosen and delineated carefully. 

This PRIA applies to projects involving the removal of aquatic vegetation which require a permit 

for In-water and Shoreline Works and Related Activities, issued under the Historic Canals 

Regulations. These projects are undertaken by shoreline landowners (residential and 

commercial) and involve the removal of aquatic vegetation within a defined area to support 

recreation. This category of projects may also involve shoreline landowners that wish to remove 

invasive aquatic plants from the area fronting their property. The PRIA also applies to Ontario 

Waterways projects/programs, such as those related to the Federal Infrastructure Investment 

and aquatic invasive plant control.  

Realty permitting for aquatic vegetation removal currently allows a maximum area of 300 m2 to 

be harvested, with specific maximum dimensions of 10 m (30 ft.) parallel to shore and 30 m (100 

ft.) perpendicular to shore, located in the area of an existing dock. Further, it allows the area 

harvested to be 50% of the water frontage of a property, to a maximum of 10 m (30 ft.) wide. The 

removal of aquatic vegetation to create channels from shore to open water may be considered. 

In these circumstances, the maximum width dimension for channels is 3 m (10 ft.) for use by one 



 

shoreline property, 4.5 m (15 ft.) for communal use by multiple properties, and 6 m (20 ft.) for 

commercial use. The maximum channel length approved on the Trent-Severn Waterway is 106 

m (350 ft.). The aim is to approve the minimum area that will satisfy the goal of the applicant, 

and create the least disturbance. Generally, permits are issued for a period of 5 years, and 

unlimited cuts are possible within this time, however, this does not apply to areas of wild rice 

growth on the Trent-Severn Waterway. In these places additional review and Indigenous 

consultation is required annually. 

Under the current Realty permitting regime, shoreline landowners are only approved to cut 

submergent aquatic vegetation via use of a mechanical harvester or hand-cutting implements.  

Although this is the standard, the PRIA also covers the removal of a limited amount of emergent 

or floating aquatic plants (<5 m2) if the area is non-sensitive and the analysis of the 

Environmental Officer and Realty Officer supports it. In a similar vein, the PRIA covers the 

removal of plants by hand-pulling and use of a hand-held rake if the number of plants is limited 

and the analysis of the Environmental Officer and Realty Officer indicates this is preferable to 

the disturbance associated with use of a mechanical harvester. 

In addition to application of the mitigations herein, proponents are expected to meet all 

applicable Federal, Provincial and Municipal requirements and obtain all permits, licenses and 

approvals required.  

A SARA Permit Decision Form has been prepared as a companion document to this PRIA, and 

contains an analysis of potential effects to Species at Risk. 

Notes for Realty Officers 

Request photographs showing site conditions at peak growth (July/August) in order to help 

make the determination of whether or not this PRIA can be applied. When uncertain, a site visit 

is required to confirm site conditions.  

Check the Early Detection & Distribution Mapping System website to see if there are any 

observations of aquatic invasive species fronting the subject property, or in close proximity. 

Applications should not be approved in these circumstances without a site visit to assess the 

presence/absence of invasive aquatic plant species, and only after a plan is developed which 

outlines proper plant handling methods to avoid further spread. It should be noted that Eurasian 

Watermilfoil is not included in this procedure as it is ubiquitous throughout the waterways.  

This PRIA does not cover aquatic plants that have detached from the canal bed and floated into 

the shoreline. In this situation, the plants can be removed from the waterbody without an In-

Water and Shoreline Works permit, so long as they are placed 30 m upland from the high water 

mark (see mitigation #14).  

Check the Englemann’s Quillwort buffer zone GIS layer, which is a buffer around critical habitat 

polygons. If an applicant property falls within this zone, it will require a site visit by 

Environmental Services to determine if there is potential habitat. This PRIA can be applied 



 

within these zones if it is determined there is low risk of plants being present, or if the areas of 

potential habitat are avoided. In the latter case, a map indicating areas to avoid must be provided 

along with the permit. Permits issued to properties within these zones should only approve the 

cutting of plants and not removal of plants. 

There are a number of existing shoreline management materials that outline best management 

practices and emphasize minimal disturbance to the shoreline and riparian zone. These 

resources are available from the Environmental Officer upon request, for distribution to 

shoreline landowners. 

Definitions 

Appropriately-sized boat access allows a residential or commercial boat to manoeuver to 

and from a boat dock or launch without impediment of submerged aquatic vegetation. This 

access should be minimized to avoid causing unneeded disturbance to aquatic vegetation. 

Aquatic vegetation are plants that have adapted to living in aquatic environments, and are 
either submergent, emergent (on erect stalks) or floating. Floating plants can be either rooted 
with floating leaves, or free-floating. It is primarily the former category that is referred to within 
the PRIA. 
 
Waterbody includes a lake, a canal, a reservoir, a river and its tributaries and a wetland, up to 
the annual high-water mark or in the case of an Ontario Waterway canal - the Upper Controlled 
Water Elevation, but does not include sewage or waste treatment lagoon, an artificial irrigation 
pond, a dugout or a ditch that does not contain fish habitat as defined in subsection 2(1) of the 
Fisheries Act. 
 
Sensitive aquatic features are any areas identified by the Environmental Officer as locations 
that require additional care and consideration for project activities. Examples of sensitive 
aquatic features include, but are not limited to, spawning areas, locations of underwater cultural 
resources, critical habitat and residences for Species at Risk, wetlands, known turtle 
overwintering locations, and areas of management concern. 
 

Scope of Application: 

This PRIA applies to activities and projects that involve the removal of aquatic vegetation for the 

purposes of maintaining appropriately-sized boat access by use of a mechanical harvester, which 

are subject to a permit for In-water and Shoreline Works and Related Activities.  

Under limited circumstances the PRIA also covers the removal of emergent and floating plants, 

and hand-pulling and use of a hand-held rake as removal methods (see the Exclusion section for 

more detail).   

The PRIA additionally applies to Ontario Waterways projects/programs, in particular those 
related to the Federal Infrastructure Investment, Operations and aquatic invasive plant control. 
 



 

Exceptions: 

This PRIA may apply if: 

 The project involves the removal of native emergent and floating aquatic vegetation from 
an area smaller than 5 m2, and none of the exceptions apply. If the target plants are 
invasive there is no maximum area. 

 The project involves the removal of aquatic vegetation by use of hand-pulling or a hand-
held rake from an area smaller than 100 m2, and none of the exceptions apply. These 
methods could be considered when there are a limited number of plants or the use of a 
mechanical harvester would be unduly disruptive.  

 The littoral zone fronting the subject property has a confirmed presence of an aquatic 
invasive plant species based on a site visit or EDDMaps. In this circumstance a plan must 
be developed to remove the plants in an appropriate manner to avoid further spread of 
the species.  

 The project involves the removal of emergent or floating invasive plants within a 
Blanding’s Turtle critical habitat polygon, if the result is likely to produce a net positive to 
the ecosystem. 

 The project may result in adverse impacts to sites of significance to Indigenous Peoples 
(including wild rice stands), or current access and use of areas where hunting, fishing or 
gathering rights are exercised by Indigenous peoples. Should consultation with 
Indigenous Peoples on impact to wild rice result in no concern, this PRIA will apply. Any 
site-specific restrictions resulting from consultation are to be added to the In-Water and 
Shoreline Works permit. 

In these cases, further review by the Realty and Environmental Officer is required. 

This PRIA does not apply in the following situations: 

 The means of aquatic vegetation management involves the use of the herbicide 
REWARD®. Other herbicides or chemicals are not approved for aquatic vegetation 
management by the Ontario Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks   

 The project involves the use of non-approved mechanical means of plant removal such as 
aquatic mowers, mulchers and rototillers. 

 The project involves the use of aerators, vegetation mats, or any other equipment for the 
purposes of supressing the growth of aquatic vegetation. 

 The project involves the re-location of rocks or logs (this would require separate analysis 
and approval). 

 The project involves large-scale aquatic vegetation removal (>300 m2) that is not related 
to the maintenance of previously-approved areas of harvest. Note that maintenance, this 
this context, means at least one plant removal activity within a timespan of 5 years. 

 The project takes place in Species at Risk Act critical habitat, which meets the biophysical 
characteristics of critical habitat and is likely to have an adverse effect on Species at Risk 
and/or their habitats. Note that the associated SARA Permit Decision Form has 
established that the biophysical attributes of critical habitat for Western Chorus Frog are 



 

not present in the waterways outside mapped wetlands. Also note a possible exception for 
removal of invasive plants within Blanding’s Turtle critical habitat (see above). 

 The project is located in a mapped wetland (provincially significant wetlands, evaluated 
wetlands and non-evaluated wetlands) and/or significant fish habitat. 

 The project involves the removal of aquatic vegetation outside the time period of July 16 
– September 14 for the following areas of the Trent-Severn Waterway: Severn River 
(including Gloucester Pool and Little Lake), Sparrow Lake, and the Talbot River along 
with connecting canal channels, and the time period of July 1 – September 14 for the 
remaining areas of the Trent-Severn Waterway and the entirety of the Rideau Canal.  

 The project is likely to require an authorization under the Fisheries Act (s.35(1) or 36(3)) 
and/or involves dredging. Check if your projects needs a review. 

 The project causes: 

o a permanent change to any characteristic of a water body (e.g., temperature, pH, 

turbidity, flow, water level, water body bed); 

o harm to wildlife species, as defined in subsection 2(1) of the Species at Risk Act 

that are listed in Schedule 1 of that Act; or 

o loss of residences or critical habitats, as defined in subsection 2(1) of the Species at 

Risk Act, of wildlife species referred to in subparagraph (iii). 

 The project likely results in significant interest or controversy among members of the 
public, stakeholders or Indigenous Peoples related to potential adverse effects on natural 
or cultural resources.  

 The project may adversely impact, result in removal of, or causes damage to, cultural 
resources of heritage value (e.g. underwater cultural resources). 

Approved Geographic Areas of Application: 

This PRIA may be used with projects that involve the removal of aquatic vegetation within all 
waterbodies that are part of the Trent-Severn Waterway and Rideau Canal National Historic 
Sites, and could be applied to similar works in other historic canals. 

Parks Canada Specialists: 

If there are any questions on how to apply this PRIA, consult a member of the Ontario Waterways 

Environmental Services Team. 

If there is any uncertainty regarding potential adverse effects to species at risk, consult a member 

of the Species Conservation Team. 

If there is any uncertainty regarding potential adverse effects to known or potential cultural 
resources, consult a member of the Cultural Resource Management Protection Team. 
  

http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/index-eng.html
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/reviews-revues/request-review-demande-d-examen-003-eng.html


 

Project Timing Considerations 

Environmental Timing Windows Table 

 
 

All waterbodies within the Rideau Canal and Trent-Severn Waterway have a Spring in-water 
work restriction window in place to protect spawning fish and their eggs. Fall restriction 
windows are in place within some waterbodies in order to protect fall-spawning species. 
 
Turtles begin congregating near their hibernaculum starting in mid-September. Most turtles 
begin staging for hibernation when the water temperature falls below 10˚C and may begin to 
bury into suitable substrate for hibernation at or just below that temperature. 
 
Works guided by this PRIA are restricted to in-water works in approved timing windows, outside 
of sensitive time periods for fish spawning and turtle overwintering.  
 
Trent-Severn Waterway in-water work restriction windows: 
 

 No in-water work permitted from September 15 to July 15 in Severn River (including 
Gloucester Pool and Little Lake), Sparrow Lake, Talbot River and connecting canal 
channels. 

 

 No in-water work permitted from September 15 to June 30 in all other waterbodies.  
 
Rideau Canal in-water work restriction windows: 
 

 No in-water work permitted from September 15 to June 30 in all waterbodies. 
 

Valued Components and Effects Analysis 

Water Resources 

 Contamination of a waterbody from machinery leaks/spills of deleterious substances like fuel 

and oil. 



 

 Disturbance of canal bed sediments resulting in increased sedimentation of the water 

column, which can lead to:  

o Reduction of the availability and quality of important types of habitats (e.g., pools and 

riffles, spawning habitats) through the settling of sediment; 

o Loss of interstitial spaces between spawning gravels used to shelter eggs, alevin, 

juvenile fish, and other aquatic organisms;  

o Impacts to species health through the clogging and abrasion of gills and smothering 

of eggs and juveniles;  

o Reduction of water clarity and visibility which impairs the ability of aquatic life to find 

food, mates, and escape predators;  

o Elimination of critical food items such as insects and aquatic invertebrates, through 

smothering and loss of habitat;  

o Death of fish, amphibian, insects, vegetation and other aquatic organisms. 

o Increase in the contaminant concentration of water and surface sediment. 

 Elevated water temperature due to increased light penetration into cleared areas, potentially 

leading to changes in physical, biological, and chemical characteristics (e.g. reduced 

reproductive activity, direct mortality and increased decomposition of organic matter, 

leading to reduced dissolved oxygen). 

 

Aquatic Wildlife and Vegetation 

 Physical damage/loss of vegetation leading to loss or alteration of habitat, including changes 

in habitat structure and cover from predators. 

 Increase in habitat fragmentation, with an associated decrease in the connectivity of aquatic 

habitat. 

 Loss of vegetation leading to decrease and/or changes in food supply and available nutrients.  

 Impacts to ecosystem functions. 

 Disruption to wildlife and their life cycle activities.  

 Disruption of wild rice stands. 

 New or increasing distribution of aquatic invasive species via transfer of a mechanical 

harvester between waterbodies without cleaning or inspection. 

 Increase in the density of Eurasian Watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum), an invasive 

species which can re-root from cut fragments. 

 Disruption, displacement, injury or mortality of Species at Risk and destruction or damage 

to their habitat.  

 Increased human use of cleared areas, which can result in disturbance of adjacent aquatic 

vegetation and disruptive activity levels. 



 

 Increased use of motorized boats leading to increase in injury and/ or mortality of aquatic 

organisms. 

 

Air/Noise Quality 

 Temporary decreased ambient air quality (equipment emissions)  

 Increased ambient noise level 

 

Boater Experience and Public Safety 

 Reduced quality of boater experience due to noise from mechanical harvesters. 

 Reduced accessibility to portions of the site where work is taking place. 

 Rafts of cut vegetation (if not removed from the water) leading to aesthetic issues and issues 

with safe boating and swimming. 

 

Cultural Resources 

 Impact to underwater archaeological resources (known or potential) from displacement or 

destruction, resulting in loss of heritage value. 

 Impact to sites of significance for Indigenous Peoples, such as stands of wild rice. 

 

Mitigation Measures 

Pre-Project Planning:  

1) Applicants must refer to all relevant policies prior to creating plans for aquatic vegetation 
removal. 

2) Removal of aquatic vegetation may only proceed once a permit is issued, and the work must 
conform to the terms and conditions stated in the permit.  

3) All harvesting activity will occur during daylight hours. 

4) If possible, adjust hours of noisy work to minimize disturbance to others using the area. 

5) No dredging or excavation of the bed of the waterbody shall occur. 

6) No placement of fill on the bed of the waterbody shall occur. 

7) Logs, stumps and rocks may not be removed from the water. In some circumstances they 
may be re-located to an area of similar water depth in front of the same property, however 
re-location of natural objects is considered a dredging project and requires a more detailed 
assessment and separate approval.  



 

8) The use of herbicides as a means of control is prohibited without specific approval, and is 
only an option on the Trent-Severn Waterway. 

 

Work Site Conditions: 

9) All people working on the aquatic plant removal activity must review the mitigations and 
conditions stated in the permit, along with any site-specific considerations, before work 
begins.  

10) Clearly identify and avoid sensitive environmental features and aquatic habitats in the work 
area, including known spawning areas. 

11)  If required, clearly mark sensitive and/or restricted areas (e.g. spawning areas, emergent 
vegetation) so that they can be avoided during the course of work. Remove these materials 
when the project is complete.  

 

Equipment Operations:  

12) Mechanical harvesters must be properly tuned, clean and free of contaminants, in good 
operating order, and free of leaks (e.g., fuel, oil or grease). Harvester operators should use 
vegetable-based biofuels to operate the machinery. If use of these is not possible it must be 
reported to Parks Canada in advance of the activity. 

13)  Plan to repair or refuel all equipment including mechanical harvesters off of the waterway 
or at a designated marina fuel station. If repair or re-fueling on the waterway is unavoidable, 
ensure that the activity is completed with proper spill management equipment to prevent 
deleterious substances from entering the water.  

 

Vegetation: 

14) All harvested aquatic vegetation shall be removed from the waterbody and deposited 30 m 
(100 ft.) from the high water mark to prevent leaching of nutrients back into the waterbody. 
If the subject property does not extend 100 m from the high water mark, the vegetative 
matter shall be placed as far as possible from the waterbody, a minimum of 15 m (50 ft.) 
from the high water mark. Harvested aquatic vegetation should not be placed within low-
lying areas that drain into the waterbody. 

15) The harvested aquatic vegetation shall not be re-deposited in a different location within the 
same waterbody or in a different waterbody. 

16) There shall be no destruction, cutting or removal of all emergent and floating aquatic 
vegetation (e.g. Wild Rice, Common Cattail, Hardstem Bulrush, White Water Lily, Pickerel 
Weed) located within or adjacent to the work zone. 

17) A minimum buffer zone of 3 m (10 ft.) shall be kept from all emergent and floating aquatic 
vegetation during the harvesting activity.  

18) All areas of potential Englemann’s Quillwort habitat that require avoidance are identified 
in the work permit. Should unforeseen plants be observed within the work zone the work 
must stop and Parks Canada contacted for guidance. The enclosed Englemann’s Quillwort 
information sheet with photos will help to identify this endangered plant.  



 

19)  Should wild rice be identified within the work zone that has not been previously assessed, 
contact designated Parks Canada staff immediately for direction. Removal of aquatic 
vegetation in proximity to wild rice may require a more detailed assessment or further 
approvals.  

 

Aquatic Wildlife and Species at Risk  

20) In order to protect fish spawning and overwintering turtles, work is only permitted between 
July 15 – September 14 for the following areas of the Trent-Severn Waterway: Severn River 
(including Gloucester Pool and Little Lake), Sparrow Lake, and the Talbot River along with 
connecting canal channels, and between July 1 – September 14 for the remaining areas of 
the Trent-Severn Waterway and all areas of the Rideau Canal. 

21) If active spawning areas or other wildlife features are discovered within the work zone, stop 
work and contact designated Parks Canada staff immediately for direction. 

22) Should conditions at the work site indicate that there are negative impacts to fish, Species 
at Risk, or their habitat, all work shall cease until the problem has been corrected and Parks 
Canada staff have been consulted. 

23) Individual fish, turtles and other wildlife should be encouraged to leave the work zone in 
advance of the removal activity by walking an in-water silt curtain (or similar) from shore 
to deeper water, or waving a rake (or similar) through the water column from a boat. Larger 
operations could use more substantial means such as use of bubble curtains and use of 
compressed air to create blasts of air. Selected measures must not be detrimental to wildlife. 
Additional time should be built into the activity set-up schedule to allow wildlife to move 
out of the area of their own accord.   

24)If aquatic wildlife and/or Species at Risk are observed during the project they should not be 
harmed or harassed and should be allowed to leave of their own accord. Parks Canada must 
be notified of any observations as soon as possible, along with substantiating photographs 
where possible. If an individual is observed in an injured state, this must also be reported 
to Parks Canada. Additional measures to avoid impacts may be required before work can 
restart. 

25) Should injured reptiles and amphibians (such as turtles and snakes) be observed, a care 
center operated by qualified professionals must be contacted to arrange transportation and 
care. In this situation Parks Canada must be notified immediately to provide additional 
guidance.  

26)If a mechanical harvester is used to remove aquatic vegetation, the mass of cut plants must 
be inspected to ensure there are no fish, turtles or other aquatic life caught within it. If 
specimens are found they must be released immediately into the waterbody and the 
occurrence reported to Parks Canada. Information to include in the report is the number of 
individuals, general types (species), sizes (young, adult) and any mortality/injury events.  

 

Water Quality: 

27) In-water work shall be performed in a manner that minimizes the disturbance of the 
watercourse bottom and dispersion of sediment. 



 

28) Monitor water quality for unacceptable suspended sediment levels during in-water 
activities. This may involve visual assessment, or where risk is higher using sampling 
equipment. 

29)All work and activities will comply with Fisheries and Oceans Canada measures to protect 
fish and fish habitat and will not release deleterious substances into a waterbody.  

 

Invasive Species:  

30) No vegetation or sediment should be carried into the site on equipment or clothing. 

31) Transport of mechanical harvesters and other equipment between disconnected 
waterbodies must follow the Clean Drain Dry guidance in order to minimize risk of 
introducing invasive species.  

32) In advance of aquatic invasive plant removal, a plan must be developed and approved to 
outline appropriate methods of plant handling in order to avoid further spread of the 
species. The plan should include reference the collection of plant fragments, for instance by 
use of a turbidity curtain or boom.  

 

Spill Response: 

33) Spill containment equipment must be present on-board. A spill contingency response kit 
should include sorbent material and berms to contain 110% of the largest possible spill 
related to the work must be available.  

34) All spills must be contained and cleaned-up as soon as it is possible to safely do so.  

35) The Ontario Ministry of Environment Spills Action Center, (1-800-268-6060) shall be 
notified of a spill of any volume into the water. Notify Parks Canada immediately of all spills 
in Federal waters. 

 

Stewardship: 

36) A significant contributor to excessive aquatic plant growth is the addition of nutrients to the 

waterway. Landowners within the Rideau Canal and Trent-Severn Waterway watersheds 

can play a significant role in reducing excessive aquatic plant growth by taking the following 

action: 

 Leave (or replant) a minimum three-meter buffer of natural vegetation along the 

shoreline to absorb nutrients before they reach the water. 

 Avoid the use of garden chemicals, including herbicides. 

 Maintain septic systems in good running order (including regular pump-outs and 

maintenance of the leaching bed/system). 

 Avoid “hardening” any shoreline or riparian areas (e.g. concrete, asphalt). This increases 

the overland flow of storm and rainwater which degrades water quality. 

 Implement a rural best management program to reduce nutrient/bacteria runoff from 

agricultural lands. 

https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/measures-mesures-eng.html
https://canadainvasives.ca/programs/clean-drain-dry/


 

Supplementary Mitigations: 

37)  Supplementary mitigation(s) may be required to ensure all potential impacts are mitigated. 

These are to be issued with the permit for Shoreline and In-Water Work, issued under the 

Historic Canal Regulations. 

Approval: 

Original document approved and signed by David Britton, Director of Ontario Waterways, on 

June 18, 2021. 

References: 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada. Measures to protect fish and fish habitat.  Accessed May 18 2021. 

Parks Canada. 2007. Policies for In-water and Shoreline Works and Related Activities: Rideau 

Canal and Trent--Severn Waterway National Historic Sites of Canada. 

Parks Canada. Managing Aquatic Vegetation on the Rideau Canal. Accessed May 18, 2021. 

Legislative and Policy Framework 

The Historic Canals Regulations (SOR/93-220) under the Department of Transport 
Act provide the regulatory framework for the management, use and protection of the Rideau 
Canal and Trent–Severn Waterway in accordance with the Historic Canals Policy and the 
Management Plan. 

The Impact Assessment Act requires that the environmental impact of certain projects or 
activities on or directly affecting federal lands be assessed, and if significant, mitigated where 
possible, and not be permitted if the impacts are potentially significant and cannot be mitigated. 

The Fisheries Act requires the protection of fish habitat.  

The Species at Risk Act requires the protection of species at risk and their habitats on federal 
crown lands. 

The Canada Shipping Act regulates boating activities. 

The Navigable Waters Protection Act protects the integrity and navigation safety of navigable 
waters. 

The Historic Canals Policy, which is part of the Guiding Principles and Operating Policies, sets 
out policies for managing and operating historic canals. 

The Federal Wetlands Policy requires that there be no net loss of wetland functions in federally 
owned wetlands. 

Cultural Resource Management Policy, which provides a decision-making framework for the 
protection and presentation of cultural resources. 

 

https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/measures-mesures-eng.html
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/lhn-nhs/on/rideau/info/vegetation
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