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July 15, 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Members of the Technical Advisory Committee on Science and Knowledge: 
 
Thank you for the advice you have provided to the Impact Assessment Agency of 
Canada (the Agency) on health, social, and economic effects; cumulative effects; 
and positive effects in impact assessment. We are carefully considering your 
advice and I am confident that it will inform our work for the better.  
 
As we enter the third year of the Technical Advisory Committee on Science and 
Knowledge’s (TAC) mandate and in consideration of your discussions with the 
Agency on a forward work plan, I have identified the following areas where we 
would most value the TAC’s expertise and advice going forward. I would also 
propose that the TAC aim for earlier deliverables on Tailored Impact Statement 
Guidelines and pre-planning best practices for proponents, as those are current 
implementation issues for the Agency and proponents.  
 

1. Pre-planning Best Practices for Proponents:  Identifying best practices 
for proponents in advance of entering the planning phase of the impact 
assessment process. 
 

2. Tailored Impact Statement Guidelines (TISGs):  Providing further 
advice to inform the approach for future TISG guidance based on the 
experience, to date, and comments received from the Minister’s Advisory 
Council and stakeholders; building on the TAC’s earlier input now that 
some completed TISGs are available to revisit. 
 

3. Further Work on Health, Social, and Economic Effects:  Providing 
comments on the Agency’s existing guidance on Analyzing Health, Social 
and Economic Effects under the Impact Assessment Act, and possible 
further advice on mental health (e.g., to help strengthen existing and 
forthcoming guidance, identify current knowledge gaps related to 
assessment of mental health impacts, and recommend potential additional 
tools for practitioners). 
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4. Emerging Issues:  Providing timely advice to respond to emerging issues 

identified by the Agency as well as on any key issues identified by the 
Committee. 
 

5. Reviewing Key Draft Guidance:  Continuing to provide expert advice on 
new (e.g., characterizing effects/extent of significance, adaptive 
management) and revised guidance (e.g., cumulative effects and potential 
revised Agency guidance on Health, Social and Economic Effects). 

 
Brent Parker, the Agency’s ex-officio member on the Committee, will be pleased 
to continue to work with you and provide support as you refine priorities and 
organize your work plan. 
 
The Agency is also keenly interested in the joint work being pursued with the 
Indigenous Advisory Committee on western science and Indigenous knowledge, 
and is looking forward to discussing how the two committees can build on this 
collaboration in the coming year. 
 
I look forward to continuing to benefit from the TAC’s work and high quality 
advice on this new set of priorities. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David McGovern 
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