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Marine Renewables Canada is a national association, representing over 80 members working in wave,

tidal, river current, and offshore wind energy. As an emerging clean technology sector, regulations and

processes established could have a major impact in facilitating or hampering growth. Establishing an

approach to regulation that recognizes the realistic level of risk, addresses the state of technology

demonstration and research undertaken in Canada and globally, and applies the appropriate tools and

processes to assess and mitigate potential impacts will ensure that the sector is responsibly and

sustainably developed. Therefore, we are very pleased to have this opportunity to provide input

regarding the Treasury Board Secretariat’s Targeted Regulatory Review covering clean technology.

Current Regulatory Challenges

Assessing and monitoring the potential environmental effects of in-stream tidal energy turbines has

become a critical challenge for early demonstration projects in Nova Scotia. Many of these projects have

been awarded a feed-in tariff (FIT) by the Province of Nova Scotia and some of them have also received

considerable funding from the Government of Canada, such as DP Energy, who was awarded ~$29.7

million under the Emerging Renewable Power Program. These programs and funding along with private

sector investment, require developers to meet prescribed development milestones. However, existing

regulatory challenges can delay the project and therefore impact the ability of developers to maintain or

attract additional funding and investment.

Obtaining permits and authorizations under the Fisheries Act and other environmentally focused

legislation has become one of the major challenges because there is requirement for greater scientific

information and data to inform decision-making. However, the only way this data can be collected is by

deploying turbines. Industry and regulators find themselves in a “chicken or the egg” dilemma and to

date, a consistent approach to addressing this challenge has not been implemented.

Many in-stream tidal and other marine renewable energy technology and project developers are small to

medium enterprises (SME) and start-ups. The uncertainty of regulatory processes around addressing

potential environmental effects can greatly impact SMEs/start-ups in particular, as they do not have

significant financial resources to stretch over lengthier permitting processes.

The marine renewable energy industry recognizes that there are environmental unknowns that must be

addressed through data collection and continued environmental monitoring. However, as an emerging

clean technology, it is critical that the technologies are able to be tested and proven without the

significant regulatory burden they currently face. If the regulatory burden is not addressed, this emerging

industry is at risk of not moving some of the first projects forward. These have a real opportunity to
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gather the data needed and prove the technical capability of the technologies which are critical to

advancing the industry.

Marine Renewables Canada would welcome the opportunity to explore options to address the current

regulatory challenges presented by environmental legislation (i.e. Fisheries Act, Species at Risk Act), etc.

with the Government of Canada, relevant provincial governments, and its industry members. A

collaborative and collective approach to determining what types of regulatory or policy changes or

approaches could be implemented to address any potential environmental risk would benefit the industry

greatly and ensure that clean technologies with potential to support GHG reductions, economic

development, and climate action reach commercialization in Canada for the benefit of Canadians.
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