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September 5, 2019

Brennen Young

Director

Policy and Strategic Planning

Regulatory   Affairs   Sector

Email: RCD-DCMR@tbs-sct.gc.ca

Julia Cropley

A/Director - Departmental Regulatory Affairs

Transport Canada / Government of Canada

Email: julia.cropley@tc.gc.ca

Re: Targeted Regulatory Reviews - International Standards - Harmonization

I have had the opportunity to attend the webinar for Targeted Regulatory Reviews. Thanks very much for

the opportunity to submit our comments. We would like to focus on International Standards

Harmonization.

The MMIC comprises motorcycle importers and distributors that have global based manufacturers.

Of our members, five have parent manufacturers based in Europe, four have parent manufacturers based in

Japan, two in the United States, and only one has a headquarter in Canada. These manufacturers sell their

products all over the world and utilize the harmonization of the technical regulations with other countries

and regions, including the widely accepted standards used by the European Union and the United States.

We are strong supporters of the UN 1998 Agreement and the activities within the UNECE World Forum

for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29). We have also been participating in the discussion at the

UN/ECE/WP.29 through the International Motorcycle Manufacturers’ Association (IMMA).

Currently, our members’ products are mainly governed by technical regulations under two pieces of

legislation – the Motor Vehicle Safety Act (MVSA) and the Canadian Environment Protection Act

(CEPA). While Canadian regulations mostly align with the US motor vehicle safety and emissions

standards, there are some European technical regulations that have been adopted into Canadian regulations

as alternative measurements. However, there are still more technical standards that could be adopted. It

has been a beneficial practice for manufacturers and consumers to reduce or eliminate trade barriers

through harmonizing technical regulations. Canadians will benefit from the reduced cost in product

certification and have a wider selection of the product configurations. Some examples of the technical

regulations that may be a candidate for adoption or discussion along with the currently approved standards

are regulations for:

• motorcycle lightings and signals,

• motorcycle emissions,

• other new / advanced technology related regulations for future automated vehicles, including

vehicle-to-vehicle communication and vehicle-to-infrastructure communication systems.

To be specific, I would like to take the motorcycle lighting and signal regulations as the example. In our

technical Standard CMVSS 108, it mainly aligns with US FMVSS 108, this harmonization in technical

standard greatly benefits Canadian consumers, and Canadian companies to import and export motorcycles

and parts between the two countries. However, due to the differences in government’s strategic priorities

in the two countries, Canada should not be waiting for the US to update its regulations, and then adopt it
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into Canadian regulations. This is the case when certain US regulations are moving too slow to catch up to

the application of new technologies. US NHTSA has not updated it requirements for motorcycle turn

signal lamps. It still has certain design restrictive provisions that do not allow some new lighting

technology to be applied to the lamps. For example, the current regulation requires motorcycle turn signal

lamp to have certain size of reflective area to be able to meet the photometric requirement. New lighting

sources (such as LED) turn signal lamp can meet the photometric requirement and need not have the

bigger reflective area. The lighting meets UN/ECE regulation 50, but does not meet the current Canadian

regulation that is referencing US FMVSS 108 (SAE standard). Consumers think the new lighting is more

appealing and fashionable. But importers have to modify the turn signal lamp to be able to market the

same model in Canada. The potential risk is that consumers are likely to modify their new vehicle with

aftermarket parts to make it a more fashionable look.

It is the MMIC’s position to support regulatory cooperation between Canada and US, and that between

Canada and Europe in harmonizing technical regulations. With the establishment of the current Canada-

US Regulatory Cooperation Council, we have had the opportunity to participate in the discussion through

working groups on Chemical Substance Management, and benefit from the results of Transport Canada

(TC) and the United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) partnership, as well as Environment

Climate Change of Canada (ECCC) and US EPA partnership.

The Motorcycle and Moped Industry Council (MMIC) is a national, non-profit, trade association which

represents the major motorcycle and scooter distributors, as well as the manufacturers, distributors and

retail outlets of motorcycle and scooter related products and services in Canada, since 1971. MMIC’s

member companies account for over 95 percent of all the new motorcycles and scooters sold in Canada.

The MMIC is funded entirely by its members, affiliate members and by the programs and services it

offers.

The MMIC and its members are also leaders in promoting safe and responsible riding of motorcycles. In

2015, a study conducted by Smith Gunther Associates Ltd. identified that recreational motorcycling boosts

the Canadian economy by $2.68 Billion annually. Using widely accepted projection methodologies the

study also forecast that the annual direct and indirect economic impact of recreational motorcycling will

climb to $4 billion annually by 2040 with motorcycling-dependent jobs reaching as many as 23,100

people.

Sincerely yours,

Li Liu

Manager, Technical Standards and Compliance

MMIC


