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Date: March 22, 2020 

Remarks for the Honourable Seamus O’Regan Jr., Minister of 

Natural Resources, for an appearance before the Standing 

Committee on Natural Resources on Main and 

Supplementary C Estimates 

Words: 754 

Delivery Time: 5.8 minutes @ 130 wpm 

Thank you Mr. Chair 

Pleasure to join you from the island of Newfoundland – the 

ancestral homelands of the Mi’kmaq and Beothuk. And from one 

of Canada’s oil-producing provinces. 
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Mr. Chair, it’s a little over three months since we last met in the 

depths of a tough winter. The future looks brighter today. 

Oil prices have risen sharply. Analysts predict a buoyant year for 

most commodities. And vaccine roll-outs are accelerating. 

That’s great news for Canada as we continue taking steps to 

revive our economy and transform our energy sector in a way that 

leaves no workers or communities behind. 

We still have setbacks and challenges. And I know two preoccupy 

some on this committee, so I’ll address them. 

First, we remain deeply disappointed with President Biden’s 

decision to revoke Keystone XL’s permit. And we made that clear 

during the recent virtual Canada-U.S. summit. 

KXL was a good project. And we fought ferociously for it at the 

highest levels in concert with the Alberta government. That’s just 

a fact. 
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And second, we are working tirelessly to defend Line 5. 

This pipeline is vital for both economies. Supports thousands of 

jobs on both sides of the border. I’m very confident this will get 

resolved. 

Mr. Chair, these matters can’t cloud the potential of a renewed 

relationship with our top energy customer. 

Our economies are intricately connected. With shared supply 

chains. And more than a hundred pipelines and transmission lines 

crossing our shared border. 

We send clean electricity into millions of American homes. We’re 

their top supplier of products like crude oil, natural gas, and 

uranium. And one of their key sources of critical minerals 
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In other words, they need us. In fact, the Roadmap for a Renewed 

Canada-U.S. Partnership cites the need to protect our “highly 

integrated” energy infrastructure. 

And looking forward, I see many areas of collaboration. 

President Biden wants to work with our Prime Minister to revive 

our economies. End this pandemic. And build back better as we 

lead the world in confronting the climate crisis. 

Canada, thankfully, has a running start on climate. With actions 

like a national price on carbon pollution. A phase-out of coal-

generated electricity by 2030. And robust efforts to reduce diesel 

reliance in remote Indigenous communities. 

We recently took bold new steps to ensure we reach our Paris 

targets. Including some $15 billion for everything from renewable 

energy and smart grids to retrofits, EVs, and hydrogen. 
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Canada’s resource sectors will help us get there, thanks to their 

innovation, their engineering expertise, their skilled tradespeople, 

and their financial muscle. 

And we will do it while ensuring an inclusive economic recovery. 

One where Indigenous partners are active participants in the 

resource sectors of the future. 

Mr. Chair, the Prime Minister has asked me to support our natural 

resource and energy sectors through this transition. 

Actions reflected in the main and supplementary estimates we’re 

discussing today will help us get there. 

The “Mains” provide $2.2 billion in this fiscal year, an increase of 

$859 million. 

A big portion of that – just under $570 million – goes to the 

Emission Reduction Fund. 
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This is part  of  our  pandemic response  plan,  which  included      

$750  million  over  seven  years to  reduce  onshore  and  offshore  

methane  emissions.  

Another $84 million for this year and $309 million for 2021-22 will 

fund the Home Energy Retrofit Initiative. 

This is part of our $2.6 billion, seven-year pledge to help home-

owners lower monthly heating bills while doing their part to save 

the planet. 

Mr. Chair, we are also continuing to create jobs in the forest 

industry as we look for nature-based climate solutions. 

You’re  all  familiar  with  our  plan  to  plant  two  billion  additional  trees  

over  10  years.  And  measures to  protect  forests from  pest  

outbreaks and  wildfires.  
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These estimates also include $83.5 million in 2021-22 for a 

number of forestry programs that will: 

• Support innovation and the development of new products

and processes, especially in the emerging bioeconomy.

• Expand market opportunities here and abroad.

• And encourage Indigenous communities and businesses to

become more deeply involved in the sector.

Finally,  I  will  draw  your  attention  to  the  $22  million  in  2021-22  to  

keep  funding  two  flagship  geoscience  programs.  They’re  focused  

on  the  untapped  mining  potential  in  Canada’s north.  Including  

critical  minerals,  like  battery metals,  that  are  key to  Canada’s 

climate  plan.  

Mr. Chair, I am optimistic. We have set a clear path to a clean and 

prosperous future that leaves no one behind. 

And actions like those I’ve outlined today will get us there. 

Thank you. I welcome your questions. 
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DESCRIPTIVE OVERVIEW  OF NRCAN’S  
2021-22  MAIN ESTIMATES  

KEY MESSAGES 

• In these Main Estimates, Natural Resources Canada
is asking Parliament to review total budgetary

authorities of $2.2 billion.

• This is a net increase of $859.2 million, or 62%,

from last year’s Main Estimates.

BACKGROUND 

A net increase of $859.2M is comprised of the following: 

I. An increase of $1,043.6M for significant new and/or renewed initiatives for 2021-22
and year-over-year variations to existing programs:

(1) Emissions Reduction Fund ($747.3M to NRCan over 7 years)

Announced in Canada's COVID-19 Economic Response Plan on April 17, 2020.
To support the onshore oil and gas sector in making investments that significantly
reduce its greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, with a focus on methane; and to
support the offshore oil sector to make investments to reduce GHG emissions and
invest in clean technology and innovation.

(2) Improving energy efficiency in homes ($2.6B over 7 years)

Announced in the 2020 Fall Economic Statement to help Canadians make their
homes more energy efficient and support environmental objectives while making
homes more comfortable and more affordable to maintain.

(3) Renewal of forestry programs ($250.4M over 3 years).

Announced in the Budget 2019 to help Canada’s forest sector to innovate and
grow through the following programs:

Forest Innovation Program – to facilitate the initial R&D of innovative
technologies, products and processes in the emerging bioeconomy.
Expanding Market Opportunities – to increase and diversify market opportunities
for Canada’s forest products, both internationally and within Canada.
Investments in Forest Industry Transformation (IFIT) – to take transformative
technologies, products and processes and facilitate their adoption by the forest
sector for new or existing markets.
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Indigenous Forestry Initiative - to support forest-based economic development 
for Indigenous communities across Canada, by encouraging participation in the 
forest sector. 

(4) Encouraging Canadians to use zero-emission vehicles
Announced in the Budget 2019 to deliver a national program to support the
deployment of infrastructure to support the Government of Canada’s
commitment to accelerate the uptake of zero-emission vehicles.

(5) Renewal of mineral geoscience programs ($134.5M over 7 years and $5M
ongoing)

To support the renewal of programs generating public geoscience knowledge:
Geo-Mapping for Energy and Minerals focused on mineral potential and
sustainable land use for economic development in Canada’s North; and the
Targeted Geoscience Initiative, a national program focused on mineral potential
to support exploration at depth. This renewal was part of a July 29, 2020 NRCan
Media Release on Broad Support for the Minerals and Metals Sector.

(6) Protection of forests and communities from the spread of mountain pine beetle
across Canada ($61.5M over 3 years and $0.6M ongoing)

Announced in the Economic and Fiscal Snapshot 2020. To support the province of
Alberta in combatting the effects and eastward spread of the Mountain Pine
Beetle and for the Parks Canada Agency to undertake wildland fire risk mitigation
activities in those Rocky Mountain national parks impacted by the pest.

(7) Renewed funding to support Indigenous consultations and engagement and
address challenges for natural resource projects ($42.7M over 5 years)

To support analysis and identify solutions for complex major projects issues; to
maintain capacity to conduct meaningful Crown consultations on legacy federal
projects assessed under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 and
the National Energy Board Act; and to continue supporting Indigenous
participation in energy infrastructure development in British Columbia and
Alberta through the Indigenous Partnerships Office - West.

II. A decrease of $174.7M for significant year-over-year variations to existing programs
and sunsetting initiatives:

(8) Statutory Authorities - Payments to the Newfoundland Offshore Petroleum
Resource Revenue Fund ($90.4M)

Statutory programs are governed by legislation and regulations. As such, NRCan
has little control over the spending, compared to spending recorded against voted
authorities. The budgets for statutory programs are adjusted annually based on
the department's latest economic modeling forecasts.
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(9) ecoENERGY for Renewable Power ($41.8M)

To support the producers of renewable power sources such as wind, solar,
biomass and hydro energy, thereby supporting Canada’s commitment to reduce
its total GHG emissions. This program sunsets March 31, 2021.

(10) Impact Canada Initiative ($25.1M)

To help address complex economic, environmental and social problems by
accelerating and mainstreaming the adoption of challenge-oriented, outcomes-
based, and innovative programs and projects. NRCan delivers the clean
technology stream of the program, which drives new solutions in areas such as
climate change, green growth, and in applying new technologies to reduce
negative environmental impacts.

(11) Advancing clean technology (Clean Growth Program) ($17.4M)

To provide a new approach to advancing clean technologies across Canada’s
energy, mining, and forestry natural resource sectors. The program helps to
sustain jobs and clean growth opportunities for the natural resource sectors and
clean technology producers by supporting the development of clean
technologies, and highlighting their advantages in industrial operations.

III. A net decrease of $9.7M for all other programs.

Changes by Vote: Total budgetary authorities increase by $859.2M from the previous years’ 
Main Estimates due to a $138.2M increase in operating authorities, a $2.0M increase in 
capital authorities, a $806.0M increase in grants and contributions authorities, and a 
$87.0M decrease in statutory authorities. 

• Vote 1 Operating authorities increase of $138.2M is mainly due to the Emissions
Reduction Fund and improving energy efficiency in homes.

• Vote 5 Capital authorities increase of $2.0M is mainly due to the renewal of Mineral
Geoscience Programs.

• Vote 10 Grants and Contributions authorities’ increase of $806.0M is mainly due to
the Emissions Reduction Fund and Improving energy efficiency in homes.

• Statutory authorities decrease of $87.0M is mainly due to revised annual forecasts for
Payments to the Newfoundland Offshore Petroleum Resource Revenue Fund.
Forecasts are based on projected production levels and prices.
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FINANCIAL PROFILE  

Authorities ($M) 

Source Public Public Main Main Departmental Departmental 
Accounts Accounts Estimates Estimates Plan Plan 

Fiscal Year 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 

Operating 582.7 609.3 556.8 695.0 569.5 524.2 

Capital 25.3 16.0 11.6 13.6 10.3 9.5 

Grants and 
Contributions 333.1 415.6 448.1 1,254.1 272.7 124.1 

Total Voted 941.0 1,041.0 1,016.6 1,962.7 852.5 657.8 

Statutory 462.0 1,413.8 362.5 275.5 407.4 887.5 

Total 1,403.0 2,454.8 1,379.0 2,238.2 1,259.9 1,545.3 

FTEs1 4,171  4,381  4,279  4,263  4,117  3,977  

1Source of FTE information 
2018-19 and 2019-20 from Departmental Results Report 
2020-21 from the 2020-21 Departmental Plan 
2021-22 to 2023-24 from the 2021-22 Departmental Plan 
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DESCRIPTIVE OVERVIEW  OF NRCAN’S  
2020-21  SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES  (C)  

KEY MESSAGES 

• In these Supplementary Estimates (C), NRCan is
asking Parliament to review an increase of

$88.6 million.

• With the approval of these Estimates, NRCan’s

authorities will increase from $1.765 billion to $1.854
billion

BACKGROUND 

Supplementary Estimates (C) 2020-21 include: 

1. Xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxx xxxxx xxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xx xxxxx xx

• Funding for improving energy efficiency in homes ($84.5M)
Announced in the 2020 Fall Economic Statement to help Canadians make their homes
more energy efficient and support environmental objectives while making homes
more comfortable and more affordable to maintain.

• Funding for the Management of the Canada – U.S. Softwood Lumber File ($1.7M)
For the management of the softwood lumber file during a period of active litigation
and negotiations. This funding will equip Natural Resources Canada to work with
Global Affairs Canada to develop and maintain the critical sector and subject matter
expertise and economic analysis necessary to advance litigation and other efforts to
defend Canadian interests against trade action by the United States on the softwood
lumber file. This funding was initially announced in Budget 2018.

2. Transfers between Departments (net increase of $2.5M)

Transfer-In ($2.8M)

• From the Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development to meet Canada’s

2019 G7 commitment to support wildfire response and preparedness in the Amazon

Basin ($2.5M)

• From the Department of Transport to fund Clear Seas project under the Oceans

Protection Plan ($0.3M).
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Transfer-Out ($0.3M) 

• To Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council to address the diversity gap in
the forest sector work force and to encourage postgraduate studies in the fields
relevant to the Canadian Forest Service ($0.2M)

• To the Department of Health Canada to support the Climate Change and Health
Adaptation Capacity Building Contribution Program ($0.1M)

3. Internal Reallocation (no impact on authorities)

• To increase grant authority ($0.07M)

• To increase capital ($1.0M for acquisition of machinery and equipment)

FINANCIAL PROFILE 

Estimates Table ($M) 

New Submissions $10.9 $0.0 $75.0 $85.9 $0.2 $0.2 $86.1

Transfers Between 

Departments
$0.0 $0.0 $2.5 $2.5 $2.5

Internal 

Reallocations
-$1.0 $1.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0

TOTAL $9.9 $1.0 $77.5 $88.4 $0.2 $0.2 $88.6

Total 

Authorities

Fiscal Year 

2020-21

Voted Appropriations Statutory

Vote 1 

Operating

Vote 5 

Capital

Vote 10 

Grants and 

Contribution

Total Voted
Employee 

Benefit 

Plan

Total 

Statutory
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2020-21 SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES C AND 2021-22 MAIN ESTIMATES 

Estimates Items Likely to be Raised 

• Improving energy efficiency in homes
o $84.45M in Supps C funding and $308.6M in the Mains.
o Part of the overall commitment of $2.6B from 2020-21 to 2026-27 to help homeowners improve their

home energy efficiency.
o Delivers on commitment to provide up to 700,000 grants of up to $5000 for energy-efficient retrofits,

supported by EnerGuide energy assessments, and support for recruitment and training of EnerGuide
energy advisors.

• Management of the Canada – U.S. Softwood Lumber File
o $2.01M in 2020-21 funding ($1.48M in Supps C and $0.53M existing)
o $2.01M in 2021-22 funding in the Mains.
o Allows NRCan to provide economic analysis, industry intelligence, and expert advice to GAC.
o The ultimate objective is to eliminate U.S. duties on Canadian softwood lumber and achieving a long-

term managed trade agreement.
o As a result of Canada’s efforts, in December 2020, the first Administrative Review of softwood lumber

duties lowered the duty rates for the majority of Canadian exporters by more than half. In addition, earlier
last year, a WTO panel reviewing Canada’s challenge of countervailing duties found largely in our
favour.

• Emissions Reduction Fund
o $569.10M in 2021-22 funding in the Mains.
o Part of an overall commitment of $750M from 2020-21 to 2026-27 to help achieve net-zero emissions by

2050 and as part of Canada’s economic response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
o To support the onshore oil and gas sector in making investments that significantly reduce its greenhouse

gas (GHG) emissions, with a focus on methane; and to support the offshore oil sector to make
investments to reduce GHG emissions and invest in clean technology and innovation.

• Forestry Programs:

Forest Innovation Program (FIP) 
- $33.29M in 2021-22 funding in the Mains, $150,000 transferred to the Natural Sciences and

Engineering Research Council for Improving Diversity in the Forest Sector.
- Part of overall commitment of $96.4M over three years (2020-21 to 2022-23) for initial R&D of

innovative technologies, products and processes in the emerging bioeconomy.
- FIP has enabled the development of more than 40 forest products or process innovations.
- From 2012 to 2017, FIP provided $155 million to fund new clean applications and technologies for

Canada’s forest fibre, helping to reduce emissions and create jobs.
- This year FIP will invest $24.8M to support pre-commercial R&D. The lion’s share is the federal

contribution to FPInnovations, Canada’s world-class forest research institute.
- FIP will now require funding recipients, such as FPInnovations, to submit Diversity and Inclusion

plans outlining their efforts to address gender and other representation gaps in the forest sector

Expanding Market Opportunities 
- $20.96M in 2021-22 funding in the Mains. Part of overall commitment of $62.89M from 2020-21 to

2022-23 to enable NRCan to support market and product diversification in the forest sector.
- Sustained federal support for wood market diversification has resulted in new markets.
- In Canada, tall wood buildings have grown from only a handful a few years ago to over 50 at various

stages of construction and planning today.
- New construction projects are using Canadian wood in new ways in key markets such as Korea,

Japan, China and the United States.

Investments in Forest Industry Transformation (IFIT) 
- $42.36M in 2021-22 funding in the Mains.
- IFIT was renewed in Budget 2019 for three years (2020-21 to 2022-23) with an investment of $82.9M
- Part of an overall commitment of $356.37M from 2010-11 to 2022-23 to diversify markets through

new products, promoting innovation in the sector.
- Includes a $34.84M transfer over three years from ISED related to the Southern Mountain Woodland

Caribou.
- The IFIT program helps accelerate the commercialization of highly innovative, first-in-kind

technologies at Canadian forest industry facilities.
- Since 2010, IFIT has funded 45 projects involving world-first technologies that are expected to create

and maintain over 5,500 jobs.

Indigenous Forestry Initiative 
- $5.09M in 2021-22 funding in the Mains, including $1M in annual ongoing funding, for the Indigenous

Forestry Initiative (IFI).
- Part of Budget 2019 investment of $12.27M in incremental new funding from 2020-21 to 2022-23 to

continue to expand the IFI to support more and larger Indigenous-led forestry projects.
- IFI invests $1M annually to support forest-based, Indigenous economic development across Canada.
- Since 2017, the program has supported 93 Indigenous-led, forest-based economic development

projects, which led to the creation of over 350 jobs and 23 new or expanded businesses.
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2020-21 SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES C AND 2021-22 MAIN ESTIMATES 

• Encouraging Canadians to Use Zero Emission Vehicles

Electric Vehicle and Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Deployment 
- $26.10M funding in 2021-22 in the Mains.
- Part of overall commitment of $106.4M from 2016-17 to 2021-22 to enable emission reductions from

the transportation sector.
- Funding includes $24M for NRCan to implement repayable contribution agreements, which are cost-

shared with other levels of government and the private sector, for new charging and refuelling
stations.

- To date, NRCan has approved projects that will result in the build out of 1,108 EV fast-chargers, 22
natural gas stations and 15 hydrogen stations.

Zero Emission Vehicle Infrastructure 
- 34.93M in 2021-22 funding in the Mains.
- Part of overall Budget 2019 commitment of $130M over five years to support the development of

charging and refueling stations for zero-emission vehicles at locations where Canadians live, work
and play.

- Funding includes $34M for NRCan to implement repayable, cost-shared, contribution agreements to
build additional electric vehicle charging and hydrogen refuelling stations.

- This funding will enable greater adoption by Canadians, which is key to meeting Canada’s ambitious
target for zero emission-vehicle sales, and achieving our goal of net-zero emissions by 2050.

- The program administers at least three request for proposals per year, and each yields about 2,500
new chargers.

• Renewal of Mineral Geoscience Programs
- $21.85M in renewed funding in the Mains.
- Part of overall commitment of $131M from 2020-2021 to 2026-2027, and $4.93M ongoing, to renew

two flagship geoscience programs led by NRCan: the Geo-mapping for Energy and Minerals program
(GEM) and the Targeted Geoscience Initiative (TGI).

- Together, GEM and TGI provide junior exploration companies with valuable knowledge to identify and
develop future mines across the country, while supporting Northern, remote, and Indigenous
communities and organizations in decision-making on land-use planning.

- The programs’ economic impact over the past decade has been at least seven times the original
federal investment, as noted by Ernst & Young.

- The two programs support the implementation of the Canadian Minerals and Metals Plan and the
Canada-US Joint Action Plan on Critical Minerals Collaboration.

• Protection of Forests and Communities from the Spread of Mountain Pine Beetle across Canada

- $19.56M in 2021-22 funding in the Mains.

- Part of overall commitment of $61.37M from 2020-2021 to 2022-2023 to address challenges posed
by the spread of the mountain pine beetle in Alberta and across Canada.

- The Government recently announced $68.4M over three years in support of Alberta’s efforts to
address the spread of the mountain pine beetle.

- This includes $60M for province-based management operations and research, $6.9M for impact
mitigation in national parks, and $1.5M for federal research.

- We are currently moving into implementation of these measures. This includes $19.56M in 2021-22
Main Estimates.

• Funding to support Indigenous Engagement

Accommodation Measures for TMX 
- $19.53M in 2021-22 in the Mains.
- Part of GoC overall commitment of $598M. NRCan will receive $60.74M from 2019-20 to 2023-24 to

support a suite of measures addressing the impacts of the project on Indigenous rights and interests;
respond to CER recommendations to the Crown and for a post-decision implementation strategy for
the project.

Indigenous Advisory and Monitoring Committee for Energy Infrastructure Project as part of the 
TMX project. 
- $16.56M in 2021-22 in the Mains.
- Part of the overall commitment of $68.97M from 2017-18 to 2021-22 to enable NRCan to support

Indigenous Advisory and Monitoring Committees, which provide Indigenous Monitoring and Oversight
of the TMX and Line 3 pipeline projects.

Indigenous Consultations Participant Funding Program (Interim Principles) 
- $3.69M in 2021-22 in the Mains.
- Part of overall funding commitment of $11.49M over two years, starting in 2020-21 provided to allow

NRCan to conclude Crown-Indigenous consultations on the two remaining projects that fell under the
National Energy Board Act and Canadian Environment Assessment Act 2012.

- The projects include two proposed Nova Gas Transmission Ltd. projects: NGTL Edson Mainline
Expansion Project, and NGTL North Corridor Expansion Project.

- This funding also enables NRCan to focus on the accommodations provided to Indigenous groups in
the context of the Manitoba-Minnesota Transmission Project.
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2020-21 SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES C AND 2021-22 MAIN ESTIMATES 

Indigenous Natural Resources Partnerships 
- $9.19M in 2021-22 funding in the Mains.
- Part of the overall commitment of $43.08M from 2014-15 to 2021-22 to enable Indigenous

participation in energy infrastructure projects in British Columbia and Alberta.

Indigenous Participation in Dialogues 
- $0.99M in 2021-22 funding in the Mains.
- Part of the overall commitment of $4.18M from 2018-19 to 2022-23 to enable NRCan to conduct

research on research caribou in support of the conservation of this priority species at risk.
- This program supports the participation of Indigenous peoples in research on woodland caribou and

funds Indigenous led caribou conservation projects, helping to build Indigenous capacity to conserve
land and species.

- 

• Statutory Authorities - Payments to the Newfoundland Offshore Petroleum Resource Revenue Fund
- The Main Estimates forecast $214.94M for fiscal year 2021-22 for the Statutory Atlantic Offshore

Program which consists of $199.33M in payments to the Newfoundland Offshore Petroleum Resource
Revenue Fund

- This represents a forecasted decrease of $90.42M in royalties collected and transferred to NL and NS. .
- This forecast was prepared in 2020 and was based on an anticipated decrease in oil and gas production

in the Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador offshore.
- Royalties vary from year to year – mainly due to changes in production levels, oil and gas prices, and

operator costs.
- As the amounts collected are the same as the amounts transferred, there is no material impact on the

federal government’s budget.

• ecoENERGY for Renewable Power
- No funding in 2021-22, as program is scheduled to end March 31, 2021.
- Part of overall commitment of $1.41B (2007-2021) to support electricity production from low-impact,

renewable electricity projects.
- Through the ecoENERGY for Renewable Power Program, we have supported 104 renewable energy

projects that represent 4,458 megawatts of capacity.
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Broader Canada-U.S. Direction 
February 24, 2021 

ISSUE 

The Government of Canada seeks to continue its long history of close 

collaboration, support and integration with the United States. This new 
Special Committee on Canada-U.S. Relations will assist with examining and 
reviewing the countries’ economic relationship, which is inseparable from 

their shared goals on climate and clean energy. 

KEY MESSAGES 

• No two nations depend more on each other for their
mutual prosperity and security than the United States
and Canada.

• Canada and the U.S. share a long and close history of

collaboration, support and integration that benefits both
countries.

• The economic relationship between Canada and the U.S.
is based on integrated cross-border energy systems and

trade, but our relationship is far greater than that.

• Canada and the U.S. are well aligned in many areas,

including on climate change and clean energy.

• With President Biden now in office, both Canada and the
U.S. have the same ambition to achieve green economic
growth, create sustainable jobs, move towards a net-
zero economy and ensure a greener and more secure
energy supply.

• Canada’s partnership with the U.S. will maximize the
chance of success as we recover from the COVID-19
pandemic and address the climate crisis.

• The new U.S. administration is seeking to make progress
in many areas in which Canada has already taken bold
steps, including through the work of provinces and
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territories. These areas include the transition to net-
zero, clean and inclusive growth, nature-based solutions 

and energy security. 

• Important areas for collaboration between our countries 
were highlighted during the Canada-U.S. Leaders’ 
Summit on Feb 23. Prime Minister Trudeau and 

President Biden committed to partner on several 
initiatives, including: 

o Launching a High Level Climate Ministerial; 

o Developing a strategy to strengthen Canada-U.S. 
supply chain security, including for battery 
development and production; 

o Strengthening the Canada-U.S. Critical Minerals 

Action Plan; 

o Renewing and updating the existing DOE-NRCan 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on Clean 
Energy; and 

o Strengthening cooperation under the Energy 
Resource Governance Initiative (ERGI). 

• By working with the U.S., we believe that Canada can go 
faster and further to address climate change and the 

energy transition. 

• We look forward to a renewed era of stability, 
predictability and enhanced collaboration with the U.S. 

• Internationally, we should use joint Canada-U.S. 
leadership to advance climate objectives and increase 

innovation and our competitiveness in the global energy 
transition. 
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Competitiveness in Natural Resource Sectors 
March 2020 

ISSUE 

Natural resource sectors are among the economic sectors hit hardest by the 

pandemic. The Government of Canada has put in place measures to support 
the economic recovery.  

KEY MESSAGES 

• The Government of Canada knows that the natural
resource sectors play a key part in our commitment to

create good jobs and a globally competitive economy
today, and for years to come.

• This means ensuring the competitiveness of our natural

resource sectors to support workers, communities and

businesses and to strengthen the resilience of Canada’s
economy.

• The natural resource sector is a key part of the

government’s plan to “build back better”.

• The Government of Canada’s strengthened climate plan

is the cornerstone of the government’s commitment to

create over one million jobs, and restore employment to

pre-pandemic levels.

• The proposed plan, supported by an initial $15 billion in

investments, will help achieve Canada’s economic and

environmental goals.

o We are investing in critical battery minerals and

metals value chains to create jobs and fuel the clean

energy transition for Canada by not only providing

the raw materials required for clean and digital

technologies (e.g., lithium in EV batteries), but also

building up related industries along the value chain.
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o We are promoting investments in renewable energy
and next-generation clean energy and technology

solutions.

o We are supporting manufacturing, natural resource,

and energy sectors as they work to transform to

meet a net zero future, creating well-paying and

long-lasting jobs.

o We are working with Indigenous communities and

partners in industry and education institutions to

support skills training that will enhance the diversity

and inclusiveness of the natural resources sector

workforce.

o We are working with our forest sector partners to

promote the bioeconomy and nature-based solutions

to climate change.

o The natural resource sectors also continue to play
an important role in supporting economic
reconciliation with Indigenous peoples.

Supplementary messages – COVID-19: 

• In the wake of the pandemic, the Government of Canada

supported the natural resource sectors through a range
of initiatives:

o Extension of the Mineral Exploration Tax Credit to

help exploration companies raise equity funds.

o Support for the clean technology sector through the

NRC-IRAP Innovation Assistance Program and the

Regional Relief and Recovery Fund.

o $2.8 billion support for the petroleum sector to help

retain and create thousands of well-paying jobs

while enhancing the sector’s environmental
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performance so it can continue to play a key role in 

Canada’s clean growth future. The $2.8 billion 

includes: 

o Up to $1.72 billion — through funding to the 

governments of Alberta, Saskatchewan and 

British Columbia and repayable funding to the 

Alberta Orphan Well Association — to clean up 

orphan and/or inactive oil and gas wells. This 

is expected to create thousands of jobs — 

including an estimated 5,200 in Alberta alone — 

and provide lasting environmental benefits.  

o Up to $750 million in repayable contributions 

through a new Emissions Reduction Fund to 

lower greenhouse gas emissions in Canada’s oil 

and gas sector, with a focus on methane.  

• This Fund includes $75 million, some of 

which will be non-repayable, to help the 

offshore industry in Newfoundland and 

Labrador create and maintain jobs through 

pollution-reduction efforts. 

o Expanded eligibility to help Canadian 

businesses get the financing they need during 

this period of uncertainty. This support is 

available to medium-sized businesses with 

larger financing needs — beginning with 

companies in Canada’s energy sector — to help 

them maintain operations and keep their 

employees on the job. 

o An additional $320 million “to support jobs and 

ensure a sustainable, long-term, low-emitting 

future” for Newfoundland and Labrador’s 

offshore industry. The investment is being used 

toward such things as “safety improvements, 
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maintenance and upgrades of existing offshore 

infrastructure, as well as research and 

development, environmental services and clean 

technology.” 

o Up to $30 million to help forest sector small and 

medium-sized enterprises keep workers and 

communities safe through the implementation of 

COVID-19 health and safety measures. 

o Vital bridge financing to the country’s larger 

companies available to all industries in Canada’s 

resource sectors – provided they “commit to future 

climate disclosures and environmental 

sustainability goals.” 

o Job creation and training opportunities for Canadian 

youth in the fields of science, technology, 

engineering and math (STEM) in the energy, 

forestry, mining, earth sciences and clean 

technology sectors.  

 

If pressed on uptake of federal support: 

• A wide cross section of forest sector firms benefitted 

from the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS), 

extended work-sharing measures and deferred 

payments of income and sales taxes.  

• These measures helped maintain jobs and kept the 

lights on in facilities through initial phases of the 

pandemic.   

• Approximately 6,630 firms in the energy sector applied 

for CEWS receiving over $940 million in subsidies. 
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ENBRIDGE LINE 5 

March 2021 

ISSUE 

Enbridge’s Line 5 pipeline, which carries Canadian oil from Superior, Wisconsin, 

through the water of the Great Lakes at the Straits of Mackinac to Sarnia, Ontario, 
is a concern in Michigan.  

In November 2020, Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer announced that the state 

is revoking Enbridge’s 1953 authorization (its ‘easement’) to operate Line 5 through 
the Straits of Mackinac. The state is citing alleged violations of the easement 

agreement by Enbridge in operating the dual Line 5 pipelines over the years, which 
Michigan sees as an unreasonable oil spill risk, and is giving the company 180 days 

to cease operations (to May 12).  Enbridge is fighting the shutdown notice in federal 
court claiming it is in violation of federal laws and the Canada-U.S. pipeline treaty. 

Enbridge is also fighting other parallel lawsuits that Michigan filed in state court.  

On January 12, 2021, Enbridge wrote an open letter to the Governor, rejecting 
Michigan’s demand to shut down Line 5 – noting that it remains in compliance with 
the easement and with federal pipeline safety regulations.    

KEY MESSAGES 

• Our government understands the importance of Line 5 to

the oil and gas sector and its workers, and in fact all
Canadians.

• We support the continued safe operation of Enbridge’s
Line 5, which is a critical economic and energy security

link between Canada and the United States, delivering
feedstock to refineries in Michigan, Ohio, and
Pennsylvania, as well as Eastern Canada.

• Enbridge’s Line 5 has safely operated at the Straits of

Mackinac for over 65 years.

• The people of northern Michigan rely on Line 5 to heat
their homes and businesses, and to deliver the oil that
the state’s refineries need to produce transportation

fuel.
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• Canada will continue to engage with the U.S. in support
of the continued safe operation of Enbridge’s Line 5.

• Canada believes that placing Line 5 in a tunnel under the
Straits makes a safe pipeline even safer, and has
indicated its support for that project to state and federal
regulators.

• You will not find any two other countries in the world
with their energy sectors as closely linked as Canada
and the United States, with over 70 pipelines and 30
transmission lines crisscrossing the border.

If pressed on supply chains: 

• Line 5 is a significant crude oil and natural gas liquids

supply source for the entire Great Lakes region. It
serves industry in both Canada and the U.S., including
the Sarnia refinery and petrochemical complex, Quebec
refineries, and refineries in Michigan, Ohio, and
Pennsylvania.

• This is why we continue to do the hard work necessary
to secure reliable supply chains such as this one, by
safely enhancing pipeline capacity to get our resources
to both domestic and international markets, ensuring

this sector continues to be a source of good middle-class

jobs for Canadians.

If pressed on safety of Line 5 in the Straits of Mackinac: 

• With nearly one-third of U.S. and Canadian economic
activity centred in the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence
region, a significant number of binational mechanisms at

the federal, provincial and municipal levels work
together to advance environmental protection and
economic development in the Great Lakes region.
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• Enbridge continues to monitor Line 5 from a monitoring 
centre around the clock, supplemented with checks by 
remotely operated vehicles and human divers at regular 

intervals. 

• Line 5 is vitally needed infrastructure for Michigan today 
and into the future. The Great Lakes Tunnel Project 

would significantly reduce the potential risk to our 

shared environment in the Great Lakes. 

 

If pressed on the Canada-U.S. Transit Pipeline Treaty: 

• We are working closely with the Biden administration to 
raise and defend Canada’s interests, and are considering 
all options for ensuring the continued safe operation of 
Line 5. 

• We are aware of the 1977 Treaty, and its provisions and 
obligations. 

• Line 5 is the object of litigation in the U.S. at both 

federal and state levels. We are monitoring this situation 
closely.  

 

If pressed on Canada’s long history of collaboration and 
integration with the U.S. 

• Canada and the U.S. enjoy an unparalleled energy 

relationship that is highly integrated. We are each 

other’s top energy supplier, across virtually every source 
of energy.  On security, economic and environmental 
grounds, Canada is by far the best possible partner to 
meet U.S. energy needs. 

• The Canada-U.S. relationship goes far beyond a single 

project: we enjoy one of the world’s most productive 
and mutually beneficial bilateral relationships. 
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If pressed on the granular details of Line 5 

• Line 5 delivers crude oil to Michigan that the state's 

refineries need to produce transportation fuel. The 
pipeline also supports Michigan's homegrown upstream 
oil and gas industry.  Marathon Oil’s refinery in Detroit 
receives 28% of its feedstock directly from Line 5 to 

produce gasoline, diesel, and jet fuel.     

• Line 5 supplies the refineries that provide the majority 
of the aviation fuel to Detroit Metro Airport. 

• Line 5 delivers the feedstocks that produce 65% of the 

propane that heats Michigan Upper Peninsula homes and 
businesses, and 55% of Michigan's statewide propane 
needs. Michigan consumes more propane than any other 
state in America.  

• Line 5 is a lifeline for Ohio’s refineries, which do not 
have good alternative sources of supply and could be 
forced to shut down in the event of a Line 5 closure. 
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Line 3 

February 19, 2021 

ISSUE 
On November 30, 2020, Enbridge was granted a final construction permit by the 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. Having secured all necessary permits, Enbridge 
is now working to complete the last segment of the project in northern Minnesota. 

Protestors have attempted to disrupt construction.  

Several legal challenges to the project’s permits are ongoing, including motions to 
halt construction while the lawsuits are being heard. One such motion was denied 

on February 2, 2021. 

Enbridge began shipping oil on the Canadian portion of the project on December 1, 
2019, while awaiting regulatory approval to complete the U.S. portion.   

KEY MESSAGES 

• The completion of the Canadian portion of the Line 3
replacement project is a tribute to the efforts of the

hardworking Canadians in our energy sector, and a clear
demonstration of how good projects can move forward
when we work meaningfully with Indigenous peoples
and take concrete action to protect the environment.

• The Line 3 project will replace a 50-year-old pipeline
with a new and safer one.

• Canada’s strong climate plan and regulatory regime

ensures Canadian products flowing through this pipeline
are produced to the highest environmental standards.

• Once fully completed in the U.S., the project will restore
Line 3’s full 760,000 barrels per day capacity, adding

over 370,000 in much needed capacity that will further

support workers in our energy sector.

If pressed on litigation in the US against the project and 
climate change activists calls for the President to cancel 

permits:  

• Line 3 is an important piece of infrastructure that will
strengthen the integrated energy relationship between
the United States and Canada.
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• Our government will continue to advocate for the
completion of Line 3 in the United States in 2021.

• The United States requires access to a secure, reliable
source of energy and has no better partner than Canada
to fill that role.

If pressed on the granular details of Line 3 

• Line 3 carries both heavy and light oil from Alberta to
Superior, Wisconsin. From there, oil travels mainly to US
Midwest and eastern Canadian markets with smaller

volumes moving to other continental markets, including

the US Gulf Coast.

• Line 3 was originally built to carry 760,000 barrels per
day. Due to integrity issues, Enbridge voluntarily
restricted pressure and reduced capacity on Line 3 to

390,000 barrels per day. This change has been in place
since 2008.

• Enbridge now has 5,200 tradespeople working across
five construction spreads in northern Minnesota.

Construction is expected to last 6-9 months and be
completed by the end of 2021.
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Keystone XL Permit Revoked by President Biden 

February 19, 2021 

ISSUE 

On January 20, 2021, U.S. President Joe Biden revoked the Keystone XL (KXL) 
construction permit.  

Construction had been advancing in Alberta and in the U.S. However, in anticipation 

of the executive order, TC Energy stopped all construction work on the project. The 
company indicated about 1,000 employees in Canada and hundreds in the U.S. 

would be laid off as a result of the cancellation. 

KEY MESSAGES 

• Canada is very disappointed with the U.S. decision to
cancel Keystone XL’s Presidential Permit.

• The Prime Minister spoke directly with President Biden

about the project last November, and Ambassador
Hillman and others in our government worked hard to
make the case to the incoming administration.

• We recognize that the President’s decision fulfils an

election campaign promise he made to Americans.

• The Canada-U.S. relationship goes far beyond a single
project: we enjoy one of the world’s most productive
and mutually beneficial bilateral relationships.

• Canada is the single-largest supplier of energy to the
United States, contributing to U.S. energy security and
economic competitiveness, and supporting thousands of
jobs on both sides of the border.

• Our government welcomes President Biden’s
commitment to fight climate change.  We will continue
to work with the U.S. government to combat climate
change, fight COVID-19, create middle class jobs, and

build back better by supporting sustainable economic

recovery for everyone.
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If pressed on the current state of Canadian crude exports 
to the U.S.:  

• Crude exports (to the U.S.) were at all-time highs in the 
months preceding the pandemic (reaching 3.95 million 
b/d in February 2020).   

• Reductions in fuel demand from the pandemic led to 

significant impacts on Canada’s crude oil exports, with 
U.S. destined crude exports falling by 24% to a yearly 
low of 3.18 million b/d in June 2020.  

• Canada’s exports to the U.S. have now recovered to pre-

pandemic levels 

 

If pressed on Canada’s future without KXL:  

• The U.S. requires access to a secure, reliable source of 
energy and has no better partner than Canada to fill that 
role. 

• We are the largest and most secure foreign source of 

crude oil, natural gas, hydroelectricity, and uranium for 
the U.S.  

• Over 70 pipelines and 30 transmission lines already 
criss-cross the Canada-U.S. border, connecting our 

energy sectors like no two other countries. 

• The integration of energy sources benefits both our 
countries by strengthening our mutual energy security, 

lowering energy and capital costs, and enhancing 

reliability of supply. 

• It also creates good, middle-class jobs on both sides of 
the border, including at the thousands of American 
companies that supply Canada’s energy industry. 
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If pressed on how Canada will meet market demand if 
transportation options are limited: 

• While no major projects are currently being planned that
would entirely replace KXL, other projects underway will
increase Canada’s market access.

• For example, the Enbridge Line 3 replacement is

currently under construction in Minnesota and the Trans
Mountain Expansion is being constructed in B.C and
Alberta.

• Projects like these, and the $40 billion LNG Canada

project in B.C., are creating thousands of jobs and will
increase our market access when they come into

service.

• When pipeline export capacity is limited, additional oil

volumes typically move to rail.  While a viable option,
shipping by rail is more expensive, less efficient and
causes more emissions.

If pressed on the future of jobs in the sector: 

• There are many major resource projects — worth billions
in investment — planned across Canada over the next 10

years.

• We continue to see a role for the oil and gas sector and
its workers  on the road to net-zero emissions by 2050.

• Our government has provided funding of more than

$2.8 billion for the oil and gas sector to keep and create
10,000 well-paying jobs while enhancing environmental
performance amidst the COVID-19 pandemic.

o This includes up to $1.72 billion to clean up orphan

and inactive oil and gas wells, which is putting well-

servicing companies back to work and boosting
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many of the related services such as excavation and 
transportation; and  

o The $750 million Emissions Reduction Fund will
lower greenhouse gas emissions in Canada’s oil and
gas sector, with a focus on methane. It will reduce
emissions, all while keeping oil and gas workers on
the job and strengthen the competitiveness of our

energy industry for decades to come.

• Canada has committed to creating over one million jobs
and restoring employment to pre-pandemic levels.

• This will be done by using a range of tools, including
direct investments in the social sector and in

infrastructure, immediate training to quickly skill up
workers, and incentives for employers to hire and retain
workers.

o This includes a commitment of up to $100 billion
over the next three years to support meaningful,
targeted stimulus, which will make the economy
greener, more inclusive, more resilient and more

competitive.
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Trans Mountain Expansion Project 
February 24, 2021 

ISSUE 

The Government of Canada approved the Trans Mountain Expansion (TMX) 

project in June 2019, because it is in the public interest. The project is 
subject to 156 binding conditions by the Canada Energy Regulator. The 
government is implementing additional measures, including accommodations 

to address the potential impacts of the project on Indigenous rights and 
other concerns.  

KEY MESSAGES  

• The Government of Canada remains committed to 
ensuring the Trans Mountain Expansion project moves 
forward in the right way. 

• The project is contributing to Canada’s economic 
recovery by providing thousands of jobs, and once 

complete, will deliver petroleum to new and existing 
markets, and generate revenues to fund clean energy 
solutions.  

• Construction is well underway, with approximately 
7,300 people working on terminals, pump stations, and 
installing pipe from Edmonton to Burnaby.   

• The Trans Mountain pipeline system directly supports 
continental energy security.  

• Over the past two years, nearly two thirds of all 
petroleum product shipped through the Trans Mountain 

Pipeline was shipped to Washington State via the Trans 
Mountain Puget Sound system.   

o This includes delivery of crude oil to refineries at 
Anacortes, Cherry Point, and Ferndale.  
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• The Trans Mountain Expansion project will triple the 
capacity of the Trans Mountain system to deliver 

petroleum products to the Lower Mainland and for 
export, including to the U.S.  

• Completion of the project will support the continued 
integration of our energy sectors, by supporting good 

jobs on both sides of the border, spurring innovation, 
and providing access to safe, affordable energy across 
North America. 

• Safe, modern energy infrastructure projects, such as 

TMX, can contribute to addressing our countries’ energy 
needs, as well as support priorities for economic 
competiveness, national security, and climate change.  

If pressed on Indigenous engagement  

• Our government continues to engage with Indigenous 
groups on the project, including exploring opportunities 
for economic participation and on the implementation of 
measures to address potential impacts on rights and 

other concerns. 

• As part of our government’s commitment to 
reconciliation, we continue to work collaboratively with 
the Indigenous Advisory and Monitoring Committee for 

the Trans Mountain Expansion project, through which 
Indigenous groups along the pipeline route and shipping 
corridor are providing advice and monitoring this major 
resource project.   

If pressed on workplace incidents, safety stand down, and 
construction restart 

• On December 18, 2020, Trans Mountain Corporation 
implemented a voluntary stand down to review and 

reinforce the company’s commitments to a safe work 
environment.  
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• Trans Mountain Corporation has since taken steps to
enhance its safety culture and ensure safety practices

and procedures are of the highest standards. Specific
enhancements include:

o More rigorous job-site training;

o Greater worksite inspections and reporting;

o Enhanced safety planning for high-risk work;

o Increased hiring of safety personnel; and,

o Improved fitness for duty assessments.

• Prior to resuming construction, all contractors and
workers completed enhanced safety training.

• As of February 2021, Trans Mountain Corporation has
resumed construction activities across most of the line.

If pressed on route variance: 

• Trans Mountain Corporation has applied to the Canada
Energy Regulator to vary the approved route of the
Trans Mountain Expansion project through the
Coldwater Valley.

• The Canada Energy Regulator is carrying out a public
hearing process with input from Indigenous
communities, landowners, and other stakeholders as
part of its adjudication of the proposed alternative

routing.

If pressed on COVID-19: 

• Trans Mountain Corporation continues to safely operate
the Trans Mountain Pipeline and construct the expansion

project.
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• Trans Mountain Corporation has implemented
comprehensive measures to keep workers and groups

safe. Specific measures include:

o Staggering work shifts and following physical
distancing guidelines;

o Enhancing cleaning and sanitation protocols;

o Ensuring adequate personal protective equipment;

o Daily health monitoring, including temperature
checks;

o Hiring a physician to oversee Trans Mountain
Corporation’s response and ensure full adherence to
all public health directives and guidelines; and

o Engaging with Indigenous communities on the
development and implementation of its COVID
response measures.

• Trans Mountain Corporation is adhering to all public

health guidelines, including a BC Public Health Order
regarding safe operations of industrial work camps.

If pressed on protest activity: 

• Canadians have the right to share their views and
engage in peaceful protests.

• It is important to ensure the safety of the public, local

communities, and workers engaged in building the

project.

• Local, provincial, and federal law enforcement agencies
are working together as appropriate to ensure public

safety.
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If pressed on Canada’s commitment to achieve net-zero: 

• Canada has committed that every dollar the federal 

government earns from this project will be invested in 
Canada’s clean energy transition.  

• It is estimated that additional tax revenues from the 

project alone could generate $500 million per year once 
the project has been completed.  

• This money, as well as any profit from the sale of the 
pipeline, will be invested in clean energy projects that 

will power our homes, businesses, and communities for 
generations to come. 
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Bill S-3 and Occupational Health and Safety (Protections 
for Workers in the Offshore)   

February 2021 

ISSUE 

Occupational Health and Safety regulations are important for employees in 

all industries and workplace settings in Canada. Employees in Canada have 
the right to a safe work environment.  

Natural Resources Canada is developing permanent occupational health and 
safety regulations under the Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Atlantic 
Accord Implementation Act and Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum 

Resources Accord Implementation Act (the Accord Acts). Xxxxx xxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxx xxx xx xxxxxxxx xxxxx xxx xxxxxx xxxx xx xxxx xxx questions may 
arise as to how workers are protected in the intervening period. 

KEY MESSAGES 

• Our government places the highest priority on health,

safety, and environmental protection in all aspects of
our natural resource industries.

• Occupational health and safety regulations are

important for employees in all industries and workplace
settings in Canada, including in our offshore.

• In 2014, the government amended the Accord Acts to
clarify the legal framework for offshore occupational

health and safety and to establish transitional
regulations.

• Since that time, my department has worked diligently

with Newfoundland and Labrador and Nova Scotia, to

develop permanent regulations tailored to the offshore,

one of the most remote and dangerous places to work in
the country.

• Bill S-3 recently passed by the Senate, and referred to

the House, has been amended to seek one additional
year, rather than two, for the three governments to
work together to complete the permanent regulations.
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• We have a detailed plan in place to complete these 
complex regulations.  

If pressed on why the permanent regulations are not 
already completed: 
 

• These are complex regulations that must be tailored to 

the dangerous and remote working conditions that are 
unique to the offshore. 
 

• The Accord Acts also establish a joint-management 

framework, where Canada, Newfoundland and Labrador, 
and Nova Scotia are equal partners. All three 
governments must have the opportunity to vet the 
regulations through their approval processes.  
 

• Unanticipated events, such as the global pandemic, have 
also had an impact. 
 

If pressed on why amendments to the Occupational Health 
and Safety Act are being proposed now: 

• The timing of the bill reflects recent delays experienced 
as a result of COVID-19. 
 

• These amendments provide continuity in the regulatory 

framework for the transitional regulations automatically 
repealed on December 31, 2020.   

 
• Clause 3 of the bill ensures that the regulations will be 

revived retroactive to January 1, 2021. Until then, the 
transitional regulations will continue to protect workers 
in the offshore.  
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Oil Imports 

February 2021 

ISSUE 

Despite being among the top oil exporters in the world, Canada’s eastern 

refineries still rely on oil imports from the US and other countries to meet 
domestic demand. 

According to Statistics Canada, oil imports from Saudi Arabia have been 

rising steadily for the past five years.  

KEY MESSAGES 

• Canada has a market-based energy framework whereby
the private sector makes decisions on imports and
exports, including based on cost.

• Overall, Canada is a net exporter of fuels. However, in
certain circumstances, Canada does rely on imports.

o For example, refineries in Eastern Canada may
choose to import crude oil when it is more

economical for their operations.

• Our government is working to build a clean energy
future and reach net-zero emissions by 2050 by

investing in innovation and delivering economic growth,

competitive industries and clean jobs while protecting
the environment.

• Energy efficiency is a vital part of that equation and a
key factor in our transition to a low carbon economy.

• Through Budget 2019, we announced investments of
$1 billion in energy efficiency measures across Canada.

• While we work towards this transition, we understand

the importance of building pipeline capacity to gain
access to global markets.
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• That is why our government approved the Line 3 
replacement project and the Trans Mountain Expansion 

project. 

If pressed: 

• Oil imports have steadily declined since 2010 (to just 

under 660,000 barrels per day in 2019).  

o The majority of crude oil imports come from the US 
(over 70%), followed by Saudi Arabia (16%), 
Russia (3%), Cote d’Ivoire (1%) and others. 
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Orphan and Inactive Wells 
February 2021 

ISSUE 

On April 17, 2020, the Government of Canada announced $1.72 billion in 
funding to the provinces of Alberta, British Columbia, and Saskatchewan to 
support the decommissioning and reclamation of inactive and orphan wells. 

This included a $200 million repayable loan to Alberta’s Orphan Well 
Association. These measures have helped retain and create thousands of 
jobs that will have lasting environmental benefits.  

KEY MESSAGES 

• Canada’s oil and gas sector has been particularly hard

hit by the COVID-19 pandemic and the oil price war in
the spring of 2020.

• The Government of Canada supported thousands of jobs
in this important sector of our economy through

$1.72 billion to address orphan and inactive wells.

• This initiative has provided $1 billion to the Government
of Alberta, $400 million to the Government of
Saskatchewan, and $120 million to the Government of

British Columbia for abandonment and reclamation of
inactive wells.

• The program has also provided a $200 million loan to
Alberta’s Orphan Well Association.

• All of the funding agreements were finalized last fall and

there has been significant uptake in each province.

• As part of its agreement, the Government of Alberta has

committed to strengthen regulations to significantly
reduce the future prospect of new orphan wells. The
result will be a sustainably funded system, where
companies rightly bear the costs of environmental
responsibility.

• Each of the programs is being overseen by a federal-
provincial monitoring committee, which will review the
performance of the programs on a quarterly basis.
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• As the resource owners, provinces are responsible for 
regulating development related to upstream oil and gas, 
including potential environmental liabilities. 

 

If pressed on the federal government providing funding to 
provinces, who are responsible for their own environmental 

liabilities 

• This program has created thousands of jobs in a sector 

of the economy that was particularly hard hit due to 
COVID-19 and the Saudi-Russia oil price dispute.  

• At the same time, this initiative will reap significant 
environmental benefits. 

• Each province is responsible for managing its own 
environmental liability regime.  

o Alberta is working to strengthen its regulations, and 

has released its liability management policy.   

o Saskatchewan has committed to strengthen its 
regulations.  

o British Columbia has updated its regulatory regime, 
establishing a maximum period of time a well can 
remain inactive. It is also in the process of further 
strengthening its regulations to ensure the polluter-
pays principle is re-enforced going forward. 

If pressed on why other provinces did not receive funding 
for their oil, gas and mining environmental liabilities 

• The government has provided a broad range of support 

throughout the country and has worked to create jobs in 
a sector of the economy where the impact of COVID was 
particularly significant. 
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Energy Security 
February 2021 

ISSUE 

Given the highly integrated nature of North American energy systems, a joint 

Canada-U.S. approach that supports and advances energy development, 
infrastructure and supply chains is critical to ensuring a reliable, resilient, and 

secure supply of energy for North America and the world, in support of building an 
inclusive low carbon economy. 

KEY MESSAGES 

• The Canada-U.S. energy relationship is critical to
ensuring the national security, energy security and
economic future of both nations.

• With over 70 pipelines and over 30 transmission lines

criss-crossing our border, Canada and the U.S. share one
of the most highly integrated energy systems in the
world.

• Canada is the leading and most secure energy partner to

the U.S.

o Canada provides 23% of the U.S. consumption of

crude oil, 21% of uranium, 9% of natural gas, and
1% of electricity.

• The reverse is also true: Canada is the second-largest
market for U.S. energy exports, and these exports play
an important role in ensuring Canada has reliable and

secure energy supplies.

• This relationship also supports over 100 billion dollars of
two-way trade and thousands of well-paying jobs on
both sides of the border, spurring innovation and

providing access to safe, affordable energy across North

America.
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• The deep integration of our energy system benefits both 
countries by strengthening our energy security, lowering 

energy and capital costs, and enhancing the reliability of 
supply. 

• That is why we support the continued safe operation of 
Enbridge’s Line 5, which is a critical economic and 

energy security link between Canada and the United 
States, delivering feedstock to refineries in Michigan, 
Ohio, and Pennsylvania, as well as Eastern Canada. 

• However, this level of integration also poses potential 

vulnerabilities, and requires effective cooperation across 
jurisdictions in North America to ensure its integrity and 
resiliency. 

• Shocks to the energy system in one jurisdiction, such as 

a cyber-security attack, extreme weather events, 
infrastructure failures, regulatory decisions, or political 
decisions, can have a direct impact on the energy 
security of others.  

• In addition, as the North American energy system 
evolves and becomes even more connected (e.g. smart 
grids), these evolutions offer extensive benefits to the 
clean energy transition, but also expand the potential 
for threats.  

• We have already been working closely with the U.S to 
protect our critical energy infrastructure, including:  

o Collaborating on the development of reliability 

standards through NERC (the North American 
Reliability Corporation); and 

o Supporting cyber security events and exercises 
jointly hosted with industry. 
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• In addition, Prime Minister Trudeau and President Biden
recently reinforced the need to increase cooperation to

strengthen cybersecurity and protect critical
infrastructure in North America, including:

o Implementing a Framework for Collaboration on
Cybersecurity in the Energy Sector to enhance the

security and resiliency of our cross-border energy
infrastructure.

• Working closely with the U.S. and taking a North

American approach is therefore fundamental to

achieving our net-zero targets as well as addressing our
priorities for economic competiveness, national security,
and climate change.

If pressed on a North American approach to the petroleum 

sector: 

• We know that in Canada, the petroleum sector powers
more than 1,000 companies, which support over 3,500
businesses in the services sector and provide jobs to

more than 576,000 people, including 11,000 Indigenous
people, in every part of the country. The sector is also a
critical partner in Canada’s plan to achieve net-zero
emissions by 2050. It simply cannot be allowed to fail.

• All partners must work together to get through the
current economic crisis. That is why the Government of
Canada has been working multilaterally to find solutions
that will protect our Canadian industry and stabilize the

price of oil.

• This includes:

o Working closely with oil producing provinces,
industry leaders, and workers to ensure a united

approach to finding solutions that consider all of
Canada’s energy interests;
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o Working with our U.S. partners on an energy 
approach that recognizes our close relationship and 

integrated market; 

o Engaging with the International Energy Agency in 
support of a collective international solution; and 

o As the world’s 4th largest oil producing nation, 
playing a leadership role at the recent historic virtual 
G20 Energy Ministers’ Meeting – informed by 
invaluable insight from Canada’s oil producing 

provinces.   
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Two Billion Trees – Parliamentary Budget Officer Report 

January 28, 2021 

ISSUE 

The Government of Canada has committed to planting two billion trees over 

the next ten years. On January 28, 2021, media reports quote the 
Parliamentary Budget Officer who says that this commitment will cost    
$2.78 billion more than planned.  

KEY MESSAGES 

• Nature is part of the solution to climate change. And
there is no path to net-zero emissions that does not
involve our forests.

• Canada is fortunate to have vast, healthy, and resilient

forest ecosystems that support the well-being of
Canadians and help absorb carbon pollution.

• Natural Resources Canada is currently finalizing a made-
in-Canada solution for planting these trees, with support

from Environment and Climate Change Canada and
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada.

• Meeting this commitment will help Canada address
climate change by reducing carbon pollution, and is a

key part of Canada’s efforts to achieve net-zero
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.

• An initiative of this scale requires strong partnerships

across Canada to succeed.

• Our government has and will continue to actively engage
with provincial and territorial governments, Indigenous
peoples, industry, and non-government stakeholders to
realize this commitment.
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• We are committed to using nature-based solutions to
fight climate change, including planting two billion trees

over the next ten years, to clean our air and water and
make our communities greener.

If pressed on reports of the Parliamentary Budget Officer: 

• The Parliamentary Budget Officer’s report that
insufficient resources have been allocated to the
planting of two billion trees over the next ten years did
not take into account the intent for cost-sharing with

partners. Partners are expected to include provinces and

territories, Indigenous communities, cities and
communities, and private land owners.

• Our government’s intent for cost-sharing has always
been a key feature of this initiative. We have and will

continue to engage with these partners to realize this
commitment.

If pressed on initiative funding: 

• The Fall Economic Statement committed $3.16 billion
towards establishing partnerships to plant two billion
trees over 10 years in a sustainable, inclusive manner
that supports biodiversity and ensuring the right tree is
planted in the right place.

• Existing federal programs support tree planting, with
approximately 150 million new seedlings expected to be
planted by 2022 through Environment and Climate
Change Canada’s Low Carbon Economy Fund and

Infrastructure Canada’s Disaster Mitigation and
Adaptation Fund.

• Our government also supports other tree planting
initiatives, such as the Highway of Heroes tree

campaign, which has planted more than 750,000 of a
planned two million trees between Toronto and Trenton,
Ontario.
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• Early in the pandemic, we committed to providing $30
million to help small and medium sized businesses,

including tree-planting companies, to offset additional
costs associated with COVID-19 health and safety
measures.

• This commitment helped to protect workers and

communities and supported the scheduled planting of
600 million trees this season.

If pressed on when and where planting will occur: 

• Natural Resources Canada, with support from
Environment and Climate Change Canada, is responsible
for the development and operationalization of a plan to
plant two billion trees.

• We will continue to engage stakeholders to inform
program design, including potential partners involved in
the production of seedlings (which take two years to
grow) as well as those who have the capacity to identify
the areas of land and the types of trees to be planted,

prepare sites, and monitor trees for survival.

• This initiative will include both urban and rural areas
across Canada, and will be delivered over ten years,
representing a 40% annual increase in trees planted in

Canada.

• By the tenth year, this will have increased forest cover
by an area twice the size of Prince Edward Island
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Critical Minerals 

February 24, 2020 

ISSUE 

Canada and allies are concerned about reliance on non-market economies 

for the minerals and metals required for their manufacturing and defense 
industrial bases.  

The EU, the U.S., Japan and Australia are actively considering actions to 

secure supply chains and ensure that critical minerals are available for 
sensitive and clean technologies used in global defense, renewable energy 
and advanced manufacturing. Canada has the potential to serve as an 

important supplier of these “critical minerals” and metals and to develop 
associated downstream industries. 

KEY MESSAGES 

• Canada is a secure and sustainable supplier of critical
minerals demanded by the world.

• The world seeks secure access to critical mineral to
support clean technologies, batteries, aerospace and

defense, advanced applications.

• Developing Canada’s critical mineral industry can
advance the competitiveness of our mining sector,
growing our economy and creating jobs for Canadians.

• Efforts to build resilient global critical mineral supply
chains requires international cooperation which is why
Canada is working collaboratively with its allies.

The Canada-U.S. Joint Action Plan on Critical Minerals 
Collaboration: 

• Recognizing the importance of an integrated North

American approach, Canada and the U.S. have developed
a Joint Action Plan on Critical Minerals Collaboration.
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• At the Leaders’ Summit on February 23, Prime Minister 
Trudeau and President Biden agreed to strengthen the 

Canada-U.S. Critical Minerals Action Plan to target a net-
zero industrial transformation, batteries for zero-
emissions vehicles, and renewable energy storage.  

• The leaders also agreed to strengthen cooperation under 

the Energy Resource Governance Initiative (ERGI), a 
multinational effort to foster international cooperation 
on the minerals and metals that make the energy 

transition possible. 

• Actions focus on facilitating greater minerals trade and 
investment, addressing security and defence concerns, 
and increasing industry collaboration. 

• Canada is an important supplier of 13 of the 35 minerals 

deemed critical by the U.S. and holds the potential to 
supply many more. 

Other International Actions on Critical Minerals: 

• Canada is also engaging with the EU, Japan and 
Australia on critical mineral trade and investment flows.  

Rare earth elements in Canada: 

• Global allies working with Canada to source rare earth 

elements needed for consumer electronics, wind 
turbines, magnets, electric vehicle motors, and 
advanced industrial applications. 
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ECCC’S NOTE 

Clean Fuel Standard 
 
 
What is the Clean Fuel Standard?  
 

• The Clean Fuel Standard will reduce the emissions associated with the 
production, delivery and use of fuels in Canada. 
 

• It will also create an incentive to use less-polluting fuels, drive 
innovation in the oil and gas sector, and encourage increased 
production of clean fuels in Canada.  

 

• Once fully implemented, the Clean Fuel Standard will help cut more 
than 20 million tonnes of emissions in 2030. 

 

What fuels will be affected by the Clean Fuel Standard?  
 

• The Clean Fuel Standard will target liquid fossil fuels like gasoline and 
diesel that are used mostly in transportation.  
 

 
Why does the Clean Fuel Standard no longer include a gaseous or 
solids stream? How is Canada going to make-up the lost 10 Mt of 
emissions reductions the Clean Fuel Standard promised?   

• The Clean Fuel Standard (CFS)  is being limited to liquid fuels because 
Canada’s strengthened climate plan (A Healthy Environment and A 
Healthy Economy) will: 

o increase the price on carbon pollution, thereby delivering more 
emission reductions; and,  

o introduce new funding to support the production of cleaner fuels in 
Canada, such as hydrogen and biofuels, and improve energy 
efficiency in buildings. 

• Canada’s strengthened climate plan will enable Canada to exceed its 
Paris Agreement target, while making the country a clean fuel leader.  

 
 
Who has been consulted on the proposed Clean Fuel Standard?  
 

• The regulations are being informed by a process of extensive 
consultation, including with provinces and territories, industry, and other 
stakeholders.  
 

• We are also learning from other jurisdictions such as California and 
British Columbia, which have already implemented similar measures.  

 
What is the status on developing the Clean Fuel Standard?  

 

• The proposed Clean Fuel Regulations were published in Canada 
Gazette, Part I, in December 2020.  
 

• The final regulations are expected this fall, with the reduction 
requirements coming into force in 2022.  
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ECCC’S NOTE 

What are the implications of the Clean Fuel Standard on households 
that rely largely on home heating oil? What is being done to offset 
these impacts? 

• We understand that home heating oil users are more impacted under
the regulations. We are considering how this may be addressed.

How will the $1.5B for a Low-carbon and Zero-emissions Fuels Fund, 
announced in A Healthy Environment and Healthy Economy, impact 
the Clean Fuel Standard?  

• The funding will support the production and use of low-carbon fuels
(e.g., hydrogen, renewable natural gas and diesel) in Canada, while the
Clean Fuel Standard will incentivize the industry to invest in these fuels
through the creation of credits. Together, these measures will work hand
in hand to grow the clean fuels market in Canada.
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Clean Energy & Clean Growth 
February 2021 

ISSUE 

Canada recognizes that investments in clean energy technology and 

innovation are the foundation for reaching climate change and emission 
reductions goals, while also enhancing competitiveness and creating jobs. 

KEY MESSAGES 

• The recently announced Strengthened Climate Plan
recognizes that taking climate action now is a critical

economic opportunity.

o With federal investments expected to reach
$15 billion, the Climate Plan focuses on low-carbon

and zero-emissions fuels, smart renewable energy and

grid modernization projects to enable the clean grid of
the future, ensuring rural, remote and Indigenous
communities have the opportunity to be powered by
clean, reliable energy, and further improving energy
efficiency.

o It is also a key pillar of the government’s plan to
create over one million jobs, restoring employment to
pre-pandemic levels.

• In addition, we recently launched the Small Modular
Reactor Action Plan to accelerate SMR development and
deployment across Canada, and the Hydrogen Strategy
for Canada which provides a plan to help diversify our

future energy mix and generate economic benefits.

• Canada’s oil and gas sector has made significant
progress to reduce GHG emissions through billions of

dollars in investments in clean technology.
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If pressed on collaboration with the U.S.: 

• As the United States rejoins the Paris Agreement and

begins the journey toward net-zero emissions by 2050,
our two countries have an unprecedented opportunity to
coordinate efforts.

• Doing so will help create an integrated market for clean
energy and technologies.

• Prime Minister Trudeau and President Biden recently
reinforced the importance of our bilateral relationship,

including commitments to:

o Take a coordinated approach to encourage the
development of cross-border clean electricity
transmission.

o Renew and update the existing Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) on energy between the U.S.
Department of Energy and the Department of
Natural Resources Canada to enhance cooperation

on sustainable and equitable energy transitions,
clean energy innovation, connectivity and low-
carbon transportation.

o Align policy to accelerate production and

deployment of zero-emission vehicles and charging
infrastructure.

o Work together to build the necessary supply chains

to make Canada and the United States global

leaders in all aspects of battery development and

production, including strengthening the Canada-
U.S. Critical Minerals Action Plan to target a net-
zero industrial transformation, batteries for zero-
emissions vehicles, and renewable energy storage.
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o Reduce oil and gas methane emissions to protect 
public health and the environment, as guided by the 

best science. 

If pressed on the Hydrogen Strategy: 

• The Hydrogen Strategy for Canada lays the foundation to 

fully seize the hydrogen opportunity and build back 
better from the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 
• It relies on Canadian expertise throughout the entire 

value chain to build new hydrogen supply, distribution, 

and end uses that will support a low-carbon energy 
ecosystem with benefits beginning now.  
 

• The Strategy will: 
 

o Strengthen our economic competitiveness, grow 
export potential, attract investment, and create good, 
sustainable jobs across the country; and 
 

o Drive down emissions in sectors like resource 

extraction and processing, freight, transportation, 

power generation and manufacturing, as well as the 

production of steel and cement, where electrification 

may not be the best choice. 

 
• Low-carbon and zero-emission hydrogen has the 

potential to reduce our annual greenhouse gas 
emissions by up to 45 million metric tonnes a year in 

2030. 
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COVID-19 AND THE GLOBAL CONTEXT OF CANADA’S NATURAL RESOURCES 

Canada is blessed with an abundance of natural resources. This advantage positions us 
to lead the global transition to a net-zero economy while strengthening our economic 
competitiveness, attracting investments and creating well-paying, middle-class jobs 
accessible to everyone.  

However, some parts of Canada’s natural resources sectors are facing significant 
challenges that started well before the global pandemic began. COVID-19 added to 
those pressures, affecting natural resources operations and long-term viability and 
impacting Canada’s efforts to transition towards a low carbon economy.  

The petroleum industry has struggled with a prolonged slump in oil prices, 
exacerbated by the Russia-Saudi Arabia price war of March 2020, when global oil 
demand plunged by as much as a third and global prices fell by 36%, Canadian oil and 
gas capital expenditures shrank to 15-year lows, and tens of thousands of jobs were 
lost.  

While challenges remain, there are positive signs for the petroleum industry. Although 
Canada’s crude oil exports to the U.S. fell by 24% at the height of the pandemic to a 
yearly low of 3.18 million b/d in June 2020, they have now essentially recovered to pre-
pandemic levels (3.72 million b/d in November, according to latest available data). And 
prices have also rebounded above pre-pandemic levels. 

Other parts of the natural resources ecosystem have also faced challenges over the 
past years. The Canadian forest sector was facing fiber supply issues, caused by fires 
and pests, market access disturbances, such as the softwood lumber trade dispute with 
the US, and declining demand for traditional paper products, such as newsprint.  

Demand for forest products was hard hit at the start of the pandemic, and NRCan 
estimates that over 130 facilities closed or curtailed operations affecting over 19,000 
employees. However, beginning in mid-April, demand and prices for solid wood 
products like lumber rebounded strongly, driven by home renovation activity and a rapid 
recovery in US home building. Nearly all solid wood facilities have since resumed 
operations and are currently benefitting from record-high prices, positioning this 
subsector as a leader in Canada’s ongoing economic recovery.  

On the other hand, pulp and paper producers continue to face challenges despite strong 
demand for some products like tissue and towel and packaging products. The global 
pandemic has increased the uptake of digital technology, accelerating the long-term, 
irreversible decline in demand for printing and writing papers. Many pulp and paper 
facilities are facing challenges in following through on planned conversions to new 
product lines. 

Prior to the pandemic, Canada's mineral and metals sector was on strong footing. 
Minor, short-term shocks, such as rail strikes and price instability due to US-China trade 
disputes, were an impediment to the sector’s full potential. Overall, the sector was on an 
upward trend at the beginning of 2020; though with over 60 commodities produced in 
Canada, inevitably some were bucking the trend and struggling (e.g. coal and potash). 
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The mining sector saw sharp declines in demand and prices, leading to several 
closures and curtailments across Canada, though this was partly due to swift action to 
protect rural and Indigenous communities from the pandemic. However, most mining 
commodities have recovered from initial drops either due to being sources of investment 
(e.g. gold and silver) or economic recovery, with the exception of diamonds, where 
prices continue to struggle due to severe supply-side disruptions and low demand. 

As we now begin to build back better amid a full-blown second wave of COVID-19, our 
ingenuity and expertise in the natural resources sectors are more essential than ever. 
This will require investment in deployable technologies that will achieve emissions 
reductions by 2030 as well as R&D that will support Canada’s net zero by 2050 goals.  

Our sectors are vital to drive sustainable, inclusive growth, and create long-term middle-
class jobs and opportunities for communities across Canada. Our government is helping 
to support this recovery by streamlining and modernizing our regulatory review process, 
advancing our engagement and involvement with Indigenous communities, and 
collaborating with stakeholders to achieve our net-zero by 2050 goals.  

We are also making generational investments in new technologies and accelerating 
innovation to ensure the long-term viability of Canada’s natural resources sectors. 
That’s why we are: 

• Expanding one of the world’s cleanest electricity mixes to produce even more clean
energy, as well as create the world’s cleanest and lowest-carbon petroleum industry;

• Supporting the transition of the forest sector towards the bioeconomy through R&D,
innovation and market access;

• Creating lasting partnerships with indigenous communities; and

• Enhancing energy efficiency of our natural resources sectors.

This is urgent work. Achieving net-zero emissions requires bold action. And it means 
enlisting all Canadians, all regions of our country, all parts of our economy, and all 
natural resource sectors working together to make this happen. That includes the forest 
sector’s key role in advancing biofuels and supporting our mining industry that is 
producing the critical minerals to power a clean-energy future through everything from 
solar panels and wind turbines to the next-generation of storage batteries. 

Fortunately, our challenge is made easier by the diversity of our energy sector. It is our 
country’s underlying strength. In addition to our vast oil and gas resources that have the 
technology to significantly reduce emissions, we are the third-largest producer of 
hydroelectricity. We are a global leader in solar and wind power, as well as smart-grids, 
storage technologies and carbon capture. We are also a Tier-1 nation for nuclear 
energy, and a driver of clean hydrogen production and fuel-cell technologies.  

Our mission in this clean-growth century must be a shared one that requires 
collaboration with industry, all governments, and the public in order to create a stronger, 
more sustainable, inclusive, and innovative natural resources sectors. Investors from 
around the world are making clear choices. They're putting their money into businesses, 
industries, and jurisdictions that are taking meaningful climate action. And they're 
divesting from those that, in their view, are not taking meaningful climate action. 
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How we balance the urgency of combating climate change with new post-COVID 
demands for a more equitable, shared prosperity is the immediate challenge before us. 
A challenge that can only be met if all Canadians are part of the answer.  
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NRCan Priorities Outlined in 2021-22 Departmental Plan 

February 2021 

ISSUE 

Departmental Plans were tabled by the President of the Treasury Board in 

the House of Commons in February. NRCan’s Departmental Plan supports 
the natural resource industry and Canadians in its recovery from the impacts 
of COVID-19 while moving forward on a strengthened climate plan. 

KEY MESSAGES 

• NRCan’s 2021-22 Departmental Plan outlines how we
will support post-pandemic economic recovery and a
strengthened climate plan for Canadians.

• We will accelerate the development and adoption of

clean technology and transition to a net-zero future by:

o investing $150 million over three years through the
Zero Emission Vehicle Infrastructure Program to
make charging and refueling stations more

accessible; and

o delivering on new investments to grow Canada’s
clean fuels market, including early actions outlined
in the Hydrogen Strategy for Canada.

• We will also continue to advance reconciliation, build
relationships, and share economic benefits with
Indigenous peoples.

• NRCan will promote a diverse and inclusive workforce

while supporting resource communities through, for
example, our Science and Technology Internship
Program under our government’s Youth Employment
and Skills Strategy.
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• We will help protect Canadians from the impacts of 
natural and human-induced hazards and support climate 

action.  

o For example, through an investment of $3.16 billion 
over 10 years, my department will partner with 
other levels of government, non-government 

organizations, Indigenous communities, private 
landowners and others to plant two billion trees. 

Supplemental Messages:  

• NRCan’s programs actively support our government’s 
Gender Results Framework for economic participation 
and prosperity, education and skills development, and 
poverty reduction health and well-being.  

• For example, the Clean Energy in Rural and Remote 
Communities and Indigenous Forestry Initiative, 
addresses systemic barriers related to accessing capital 
funding or capacity building, supporting greater 
participation of Indigenous communities in the energy 

and forest sectors.  

• Our Science and Technology Internship Program has 
also advanced removing systemic barriers to 
employment experienced by Indigenous youth and youth 

living in northern and remote communities.  

o As a result, in the past year, we have already seen 
an increase in the participation of Indigenous youth 
in the program from five to 12 percent. 

• Advancing equality is an ongoing and collaborative 
process, and data capacity is an important piece to 
monitoring our progress. NRCan will continue to strive 
for excellence in the value we provide to all Canadians.  
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Creation of a New Emissions Reduction Fund 

Funding Profile: 

• $569.10 million (M) in 2021-22 funding ($9.24M in Vote 1 and
$559.86M in Vote 10).

• Part of an overall commitment of $750M from 2020-21 to 2026-
27 to help achieve net-zero emissions by 2050 and as part of

Canada’s economic response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

• This program delivers on the government’s climate change

agenda and the transition to a low-carbon economy.

KEY MESSAGES 

• The Government of Canada created the Emissions

Reduction Fund to help businesses reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, with a focus on
methane.

• Methane emissions are one of the most potent

greenhouse gases and Canada's oil and gas sector is
the source of 43 percent of those emissions.

• The Emissions Reduction Fund provides incentives

to companies to maximize methane and other
greenhouse gas emissions reductions, protect the
environment, and advance research and
development in the oil and gas sector.

• The fund will maintain jobs and opportunities for
Canadians in the sector while positioning industry
to keep up with, and lead, the global energy
transition – making it more globally competitive in a
post-pandemic environment.

• Onshore oil and gas companies can now apply into
the second program intake period.

Mains 2021-22 
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• Funding is also available to support research,
development and demonstration to advance new
GHG abatement technologies in the Newfoundland

and Labrador offshore, such as improvements to
production while reducing flaring and other direct
emissions.

BACKGROUND 

Three programs fall under the Emissions Reduction Fund: 

Onshore deployment program (Vote 1: $7.08M; Vote 10: $514.41M): 

• Offers up to $675 million to onshore upstream and midstream oil and gas
companies by March 2022 to lower or eliminate routine venting of methane rich
natural gas from conventional, tight and shale oil and gas operations. Examples
of a project that eliminates intentional venting includes gas conservation projects
where 100% of hydrocarbon gas is conserved for re-use on site or for sale, or
gas conservation and gathering projects that eliminates routine flaring of gas.

• It offers repayable and partially repayable contributions.

• The second intake period for the onshore program opened on January 18 and
runs to March 19, 2021, providing further opportunity for Canadian companies to
invest in clean solutions to reduce methane emissions.

• Eligible recipients approved for funding will be offered a five-year payback period
with three different options for repayment.

Offshore deployment program (Vote 1: $1.31M; Vote 10: $39.5M): 

• Provides up to $42 million for capital projects designed to either reduce offshore
GHGs or improve the environmental performance of offshore oil spill monitoring,
detection and response activities.

• Emissions reducing projects could include flare tip technology upgrades,
compressor efficiency improvements and platform electrification.

• Early detection and surveillance technology for improved spill recognition is an
example of an eligible project on the spill side of the program.

• Contributions are fully repayable.

• The application period for the offshore deployment program ran from November
9 to January 31. Xxx xxxxxxx xx xxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx x xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxx
xx xxx xxxxx xxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Offshore research, development and demonstration (Vote 1: $0.66M; Vote 10: 
$23.78M): 

• Supports research, development and demonstration activities to decarbonize the
Newfoundland and Labrador offshore sector. Funding will be delivered using an
initial recipient, Petroleum Research Newfoundland and Labrador, who will select
and manage eligible projects.

• The application period for the offshore RD&D program ran from December 15 to
January 29.

• Project contributions are non-repayable.

The Emissions Reduction Fund falls under NRCan’s Core Responsibility to advance 
Innovative and Sustainable Resources Development. 

66



FINANCIAL PROFILE 

Current Funding Profile ($M) 

Figures above exclude EBP and PSPC/SSC amounts. 
The total including these amounts is $750M. 
Rounded to 2 decimals. 

CONTACTS: 

• Mollie Johnson, Low Carbon Energy Sector
• Glenn Hargrove, Strategic Petroleum Policy and Investment Office

• Drew Leyburne, Energy Technology Sector

2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026 2026-2027 Grand Total

Vote 1 Operating 6.74 9.24 4.59 2.54 2.54 2.50 2.50 30.65

Vote 10 Grants and Contributions 152.38 559.86 712.24

Total 159.13 569.10 4.59 2.54 2.54 2.50 2.50 742.89
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Improving Energy Efficiency in Homes 

Funding Profile: 

• $84.45 million (M) in 2020-21 Supplementary Estimates C funding
($9.45M Vote 1 and $75.0M Vote 10).

• $308.60M in 2021-22 Main Estimates funding ($98.10M Vote 1 and
$210.50M Vote 10).

• Part of the overall commitment of $2.6B from 2020-21 to 2026-27
to help homeowners improve their home energy efficiency.

• This program delivers on the government’s commitment to provide
up to 700,000 grants of up to $5000 for energy-efficient retrofits,
supported by EnerGuide energy assessments, and support for

recruitment and training of EnerGuide energy advisors.

KEY MESSAGES 

• This ambitious, seven year, $2.6 billion Home
Energy Retrofit initiative was announced in the Fall

Economic Statement and will be available to
homeowners, retroactive to December 1, 2020.

• The initiative will help Canadians make their homes
more energy efficient – a means for homeowners to

take concrete action to fight climate change, while
creating good middle-class jobs in communities.

• Efforts are already underway to get the initiative up
and running quickly, rolling out funding for energy

assessments and retrofit grants.

• A national web-portal, where homeowners can get
informed, coordinate with local retrofit
programming; submit a claim; and secure

reimbursement, will be part of the launch.

Supps C 2020-21 and Mains 2021-22 
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• The funding will see as many as 700,000 Canadians 
benefit from grants, of up to $5,000, for energy 

efficient retrofits, supported by EnerGuide energy 
assessments.  
 

• We are also investing to recruit and train up to 
2,000 new EnerGuide energy advisors to conduct 

energy assessments. These will be new good, 
middle-class jobs, targeted to reflect Canada’s 

diverse workforce.  
 

• The Government of Canada also announced that it 

will further support Canadians in their efforts to 
make their homes more energy efficient by 
providing access to low cost loans. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

Retrofitting existing homes – such as improving the building envelope of a home by 
adding insulation or replacing windows and doors – is one of the most effective ways to 
reduce GHG emissions and save homeowners money on energy costs, while also 
creating good, middle-class jobs in communities and supporting growth of the green 
supply chain.  
 
The Fall Economic Statement announced $2.6B for the Home Energy Retrofit Initiative. 
A key piece of Canada’s climate plan, the Home Energy Retrofit Initiative will also 
generate important new and inclusive jobs to support Canada’s economic recovery 
following the pandemic. Xxx xxxxxxx xxxx xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxxx 
xxxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxx xxx xx xxxxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxxx xxx xxxxxxx xxxx 
xxxxxx xxxxxxx 
 
Canadians will be able to access this initiative through a national program portal to begin 
their retrofit journey involving two key steps:   
 
1.  EnerGuide home energy evaluations will provide homeowners with credible and easy 
to understand information about their home’s energy use. The evaluation will be paired 
with recommendations for home retrofits that maximize energy and GHG savings. 
Grants for improving building resiliency and the integration of onsite renewable 
generation will be available to Canadians. 
 
2.  Grants of up to $5000 will help lower capital costs for eligible recommended retrofit 
and resiliency measures, promoting near-term retrofit activity, job creation, and support 
growth of Canada’s green building material supply chain. 
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To ensure an adequate supply of Energy Advisors to deliver home energy evaluations, 
NRCan will also support organizations to train and recruit Energy Advisors, in particular 
among under-represented populations. Regions with shortages of Energy Advisors will 
be the focus for recruitment first. A strategy will be implemented to upskill and increase 
the current Energy Advisor workforce and attention paid to reducing barriers to entry by 
subsidizing training costs and developing virtual learning tools. 

NRCan is also considering opportunities for provinces and territories with mature retrofit 
programs to opt-in to deliver the national federal home retrofit grant program within their 
jurisdictions, as well as consideration for potential future distinctions-based delivery with 
national Indigenous organizations and/or regional Indigenous governments, informed by 
engagement.  

The Home Energy Retrofit Initiative will also be forward-compatible with the low cost 
home energy retrofit loan program under development by Finance Canada and the 
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation.  

The Home Energy Retrofit Initiative will improve emission reductions in the built 
environment and support Canada’s plan to exceed 2030 climate goals and Canada’s 
goal of net-zero by 2050, xx xxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxx xxx xxx xxxx xx xx xxx 
xxxxxxxxxx xxx xxxx and supporting building code adoption that will deliver an additional 
5.6 MT by 2030. 

A wide-reaching and innovative national campaign will inform Canadians on the 
opportunities the Home Retrofit Initiative presents, including access channels to apply 
and the process of reimbursements.  

The Home Energy Retrofit Initiative will contribute to the department’s Energy Efficiency 
objectives, including energy efficiency outreach and activities involving representatives 
of Indigenous communities; increasing homes labelled with the EnerGuide home energy 
rating system; energy savings, and; GHGs avoided. 

FINANCIAL PROFILE 

Current Funding Profile ($M) 

2020-2021 2021-2022

Vote 1 Operating 9.45 98.10

Vote 10 Grants (Home Retrofits) 75.00 210.00

Vote 10 Contributions (Energy Efficiency) 0.50

Total 84.45 308.60

Figures above exclude EBP and PSPC/SSC amounts. 

Rounded to 2 decimals.  

CONTACT: Mollie Johnson, Assistant Deputy Minister, LCES, 343-292-8922 
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Forest Sector Support in the Estimates 

Funding Profile: 

• The 2021-22 Estimates include $174.5 million (M) for programs to
support the forestry sector.

• The 2020-21 Supplementary Estimates C include $3.8M for
programs to support the forestry sector.

KEY MESSAGES 

• We are committed to supporting the forest sector
through investments in market diversification,
innovation, and the bioeconomy to create and

sustain good jobs and to enhance the sector’s
resilience and competitiveness.

SUITE OF PROGRAMS IN THE ESTIMATES 

• The Investments in Forest Industry Transformation (IFIT)
program provides $356.4M from 2010-11 to 2022-23 to help

accelerate the commercialization of highly innovative, first-in-kind
technologies in Canadian forest sector facilities. This includes:

o $82.2M from Budget 2019 program renewal; and

o Additional funding of $34.8M over 3 years, provided through

IFIT, to support forest sector transition in the context of
conservation measures for the central group of the Southern
Mountain Caribou in British Columbia.

• The Forest Innovation Program (FIP) provides $555.8M from
2011-12 to 2022-23 to support Research and Development (R&D)
to help the forest sector transform itself through innovation,

including the scale-up of novel biotechnologies and bioproducts.
This supports FPInnovations to accelerate the research and
development and testing required to produce made-in-Canada,

biodegradable facemasks for the medical community and includes:

o 64.4M from Budget 2019 program renewal; and

Supps C 2020-21 and Mains 2021-22 
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o a transfer of $11.6M over 3 years from ECCC for the 50 Million 
Tree Program to support alternative greenhouse gas emissions 

reduction programming that contributes to Canada’s clean 
growth and climate change plan (Pan-Canadian Framework on 
Clean Growth and Climate Change). 

• The Expanding Market Opportunities (EMO) program provides 
$203.9M from 2011-12 to 2022-23 to support market 
diversification activities that open new markets for traditional wood 

products, and bring new wood products for traditional markets, 
around the world. This includes: 

o $62.9M from Budget 2019 program renewal. 

• The Indigenous Forestry Initiative (IFI) provides $24.07M 
from 2017-18 to 2022-23 and $1M ongoing, to projects that 
increase Indigenous participation in forestry-related opportunities, 

businesses, careers and governance, ensuring communities gain 
long-term sustainable benefits from natural resource projects. This 
includes: 

 
o $11.9M from Budget 2019 program renewal   
 

• Through the Green Construction through Wood program 
(GCWood), we are investing $54.6M from 2018-19 to 2022-23 
to reduce the carbon footprint of construction in Canada through 

the promotion of innovative uses of wood, such as in Tall Wood 
buildings 
 

• The Mountain Pine Beetle program provides $61.4M from 
2020-21 to 2022-23 and $0.5M ongoing to support Alberta’s 
efforts to address the challenges posed to the forest sector and 

communities by the spread of the mountain pine beetle. This 
includes funding for province-based management operations and 
research, impact mitigation in national parks, and federal research. 

 
• The Spruce Budworm program provides $73.6M from 2018-19 

to 2021-22 to support the implementation of the Spruce Budworm 

Early Intervention Strategy – Phase II and $0.7M ongoing to 
support Spruce Budworm related research activities. 

 

• The Forest Research Institute Initiative provides $2.4M 
ongoing to generate new knowledge through research and 
development to enable Canadian forest operators and wood product 

manufacturers to maintain and improve market access, and reduce 
energy consumption and improve on environmental performance. 
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• The Management of Softwood Lumber includes $11.2M from 

2016-17 to 2022-23 and $0.5M ongoing to equip Natural 
Resources Canada to work with Global Affairs Canada to develop 
and maintain the critical sector and subject matter expertise and 

economic analysis necessary to advance litigation and other efforts 
to defend Canadian interests against trade action by the United 
States on the softwood lumber file. 

 
• The Emergency Management Strategy - Wildland Fire 

Resilience provides $30.1M from 2019-20 to 2023-24 and 

$4.9M ongoing to strengthen the resiliency of Canadians to natural 
disaster events, including wildland fire. This includes: 

 

o A transfer of $2.5M from Global Affairs Canada in 2020-21 to 
support wildlife restoration in Latin America (Wildfire Response 
and Preparedness in Amazon Basin). 
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Encouraging Canadians to use Zero Emission 

Vehicles 

Funding Profile: 

• The 2021-22 Main Estimates include $61.03 million to encourage

Canadians to use Zero Emission Vehicles.

• The initiatives listed correspond to the following 2021-22 Main
Estimates items:

o $34.93M in 2021-22 funding for Zero Emission Vehicle
Infrastructure; and

o $26.10M funding in 2021-22 for Electric Vehicle and

Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Deployment

KEY MESSAGES 

• The Government of Canada has a goal of 100
percent of light-duty vehicle sales in Canada being
zero emission by 2040.

• This commitment was re-iterated in the 2020 Fall
Economic Statement where an additional $150
million investment was announced for zero-
emission vehicle infrastructure.

• Since 2016, we have invested more than $460
million to support:

o a coast-to-coast network of charging stations;

o electric vehicle infrastructure where Canadians
live, work and play;

o natural gas stations in key freight corridors;
o hydrogen stations in metropolitan centres;
o demonstration of next-generation charging

technologies; and
o the development of essential codes and

standards.

Mains 2021-22 
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Zero Emission Vehicle Infrastructure Program 

• Funding in 2021-22 for the Zero Emission Vehicle
Infrastructure Program, includes $34 million for
NRCan to implement repayable, cost-shared,
contribution agreements to build additional electric
vehicle charging and hydrogen refuelling stations.

• This funding will enable greater adoption by

Canadians, which is key to meeting Canada’s
ambitious target for zero emission-vehicle sales,
and achieving our goal of net-zero emissions by

2050.

• The program administers at least three request for
proposals per year, and each yields about 2,500

new chargers. This approach is keeping NRCan on-
track to meet program targets.

Electric Vehicle and Alternative Fuel Infrastructure 
Deployment Initiative 

• Funding in 2021-22 for the Electric Vehicle and
Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Deployment
Initiative includes $26 million for NRCan to

implement repayable contribution agreements,

which are cost-shared with other levels of
government and the private sector, for new
charging and refuelling stations.

• To date, NRCan has approved projects that will
result in the build out of 1,108 EV fast-chargers, 22
natural gas stations and 15 hydrogen stations.

• With the successful completion of these projects, all

funds will be expensed and all program targets will
be met or surpassed.
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SUPPLEMENTAL MESSAGES 

• NRCan has also approved 32 demonstration projects
aimed at addressing technological gaps and barriers
to the introduction of electric vehicles, such as
developing charging options for public transit,
multi-residential units, and people without

dedicated parking; addressing grid integration
issues; and improving the functionality of network

management systems for electric vehicle
infrastructure.

• NRCan also continues to work with the U.S.
Department of Energy, to develop new and revised
binational codes and standards for EV and
alternative fueled vehicles, facilitating the seamless

transportation of people and goods between our
two countries.

• This will enable greater adoption by Canadians,
which is key to meeting Canada’s ambitious target

for zero emission-vehicle sales, and achieving our
goal of net-zero emissions by 2050.

If pressed on progress on Canada’s Zero Emission 

Vehicle Sales targets: 

• The Speech from the Throne reaffirmed our
commitment to getting more zero emission vehicles

on the road in Canada, by making ZEV’s more
affordable while investing in more charging stations
across the country.

• To reach our targets, we know that a whole of

government approach, including a variety of
measures across the value chain, are required to
tackle all barriers to greater deployment.
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BACKGROUND 
 
The Zero Emissions Vehicle Infrastructure Program (ZEVIP) 
 
The Zero Emissions Vehicle Infrastructure Program (ZEVIP) investments go beyond the 
establishment of fast chargers on the national highway system, and focus on EV level 2 
charging at workplaces, commercial and multi-unit residential buildings and projects for 
fleets (e.g. taxis, car sharing), mass transit and inner city delivery.  
 
Budget 2019 provided NRCan with $130M (over five years) to further expand 
Canada’s zero-emission vehicle infrastructure and deploy 20,000 new recharging and 
hydrogen refuelling stations in more focused locations where Canadians live, work and 
play, including: 

• Multi-unit residential buildings; 

• Workplaces; 

• Commercial spaces; 

• Street charging and public parking spots; and 

• Remote areas. 
 

Resources will also support targeted projects for the electrification of mass-transit and 
delivery trucks. 
  
The first Request for Proposals (RFP) in 2019 targeting public places and on-street 
charging will result in the installation of over 2,600 chargers. The second RFP in summer 
2020 focussed on multi-unit residential charging and workplaces and projects to be 
recommended for funding will yield approximately 2,800 EV chargers.  
The program administers at least three RFPs per year and each yields about 2,500 new 
chargers, keeping NRCan on track to meet its overall program targets. 
Budget 2019 also included: 

• $300M over three years to Transport Canada for a federal purchase incentive of 
up to $5,000 for electric battery or hydrogen fuel-cell vehicles;  

• $5M over five years to Transport Canada to work with auto manufacturers to 
secure voluntary ZEV sales targets; and, 

• A 100 per cent accelerated capital cost allowance for medium- and heavy-duty 
ZEVs purchased by businesses. 

 
These previous investments will be completed by commitments highlighted in the recent 
Fall Economic Statement, which proposes to further accelerate ZEV uptake by providing 
an additional $150 million over 3 years, starting in 2021-22, for zero emission vehicle 
infrastructure and an additional $287 million in funding for vehicle purchase incentives 
that will make zero emission vehicles more affordable for Canadians. 

 
This programming complements the earlier investments for Electric Vehicle and 
Alternative Fuel Infrastructure ($182.5M over six years; see note on EVAFIDI) that 
seeks to establish a coast-to-coast network of fast-charging stations along the national 
highway systems, natural gas refuelling stations along key freight corridors and 
hydrogen refuelling stations in major metropolitan areas. The investments also support 
the demonstration of next generation and innovative electric vehicle charging and 
hydrogen refueling technologies, as well as the development and alignment of 
Canada/U.S. codes and standards for electric and low carbon fueled vehicles and 
refueling infrastructure. 
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The Electric Vehicle and Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Program 
 
The Electric Vehicle and Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Program ($182.5M over 6 years) 
seeks to establish a coast-to-coast network of fast-charging stations along the national 
highway systems, natural gas refuelling stations along key freight corridors and 
hydrogen refuelling stations in major metropolitan areas. The investments also support 
the demonstration of next generation and innovative electric vehicle charging and 
hydrogen refueling technologies, as well as the development and alignment of 
Canada/U.S. codes and standards for electric and low carbon fueled vehicles and 
refueling infrastructure. 
 
For the Deployment Component ($96.4M), in summer 2020, the program administered 
its last request for proposals (RFP). With the results of this RFP, NRCan will commit all 
program funds and meet or exceed the overall six-year program targets, supporting the 
establishment of: 

• a coast-to-coast network of 1,108 fast chargers against a target of 1,000 

• 22 natural gas stations against a target of 21 

• 15 hydrogen stations against a target of 15 
 

To date, the Demonstration Component ($76.1M) has resulted in implementation of six 
fast-chargers and 163 Level-2 chargers across Canada in real-world demonstration 
projects. These projects have provided innovative solutions in the urban environment 
(e.g., at multi-unit residential buildings and for EV owners without dedicated parking) and 
at workplaces. 
 
The Codes and Standards Component ($10M/4yrs) supports the development and 
revision of codes and standards for low-carbon vehicles (e.g., electric, natural gas, and 
hydrogen) and refuelling infrastructure to ensure there is alignment between Canada 
and the U.S. This addresses a barrier to the operation of these vehicles across 
jurisdictions and provides assurance that consumers can drive and refuel where and 
when required. It also ensures clean tech companies in both countries can design 
products to a single set of technical specifications, reducing the time to market and 
saving them money on certification. 
 
To date, there are agreements in place that will result in more than 27 codes, standards, 
and best practices developed by March 2021 exceeding the target of six per year. 
 
This program complements the Zero Emissions Vehicle Infrastructure Program (see 
note on ZEVIP) investments that go beyond the national highway system, and focus on 
EV level 2 charging at workplaces, commercial and multi-unit residential buildings and 
projects for fleets (e.g. taxis, car sharing), mass transit and inner city delivery. Budget 
2019 provided NRCan with $130M (over five years) to further expand Canada’s zero-
emission vehicle infrastructure and deploy 20,000 new recharging and hydrogen 
refuelling stations in more focused locations where Canadians live, work and play, 
including: 

• Multi-unit residential buildings; 

• Workplaces; 

• Commercial spaces; 

• Street charging and public parking spots; and 

• Remote areas. 
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Budget 2019 also included: 

• $300M over three years to Transport Canada for a federal purchase incentive of
up to $5,000 for electric battery or hydrogen fuel-cell vehicles;

• $5M over five years to Transport Canada to work with auto manufacturers to
secure voluntary ZEV sales targets; and

• A 100 percent accelerated capital cost allowance for medium- and heavy-duty
ZEVs purchased by businesses.

These previous investments will be completed by commitments highlighted in the recent 
Fall Economic Statement, which proposes to further accelerate ZEV uptake by providing 
an additional $150M over three years, starting in 2021-22, for zero emission vehicle 
infrastructure and an additional $287M in funding for vehicle purchase incentives that will 
make zero emission vehicles more affordable for Canadians. 

FINANCIAL PROFILE 

Current Funding Profile ($M) 

The Zero Emissions Vehicle Infrastructure Program (ZEVIP)

2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 Grand Total

Vote 1 Operating 0.55 0.57 0.83 2.08 2.10 6.14

Vote 10 Grants and Contributions 9.35 11.15 34.10 34.10 34.00 122.70

Total 9.90 11.72 34.93 36.18 36.10 128.84

The Electric Vehicle and Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Program 

2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 Total

Vote 1 Operating 0.58 1.24 2.12 2.19 2.32 2.13 10.58

Vote 10 Contributions 3.57 10.91 16.70 16.50 22.84 23.97 94.49

Total 4.15 12.15 18.82 18.69 25.16 26.10 105.07

Figures above exclude EBP and PSPC/SSC amounts. 

* Rounded to 2 decimals.

CONTACT: Mollie Johnson, Assistant Deputy Minister, LCES, 343-292-8922 
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Renew the Mineral Geoscience Programs 

Funding Profile: 

• $21.85 million (M) in renewed funding ($18.80M Vote 1, $1.80M
Vote 5, $1.25M Vote 10) for 2021-22.

• Part of overall commitment of $131M from 2020-2021 to 2026-
2027 and $4.93M ongoing, to enable NRCan to advance geoscience

research.

• This programming delivers on the government’s commitment to

creating a stronger, more resilient Canada, both paving the way for
future job creation and supporting the development of a green
economy.

KEY MESSAGES 

• The Government of Canada is providing $131 million
over seven years, starting in 2020-21, to renew two
flagship geoscience programs led by NRCan: the

Geo-mapping for Energy and Minerals program
(GEM) and the Targeted Geoscience Initiative (TGI).

• GEM provides geoscientific knowledge of the

immense untapped resources in Canada’s north and

informs mineral resource opportunities in the
context of a changing climate.

• TGI provides next-generation geological knowledge

and innovative techniques to target deeply buried
mineral deposits.

• Together, GEM and TGI provide junior exploration
companies with valuable knowledge to identify and

develop future mines across the country, while
supporting Northern, remote, and Indigenous
communities and organizations in decision-making
on land-use planning.

Mains 2021-22 
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• The programs’ economic impact over the past 
decade has been at least seven times the original 

federal investment, as noted by Ernst & Young. 
 

• Their accomplishments include: the creation of the 
first digital maps of Canada’s north; and the 
development of next-generation models of ore 

deposits to guide mineral exploration.  
 
• The renewed programs also include a focus on 

critical minerals, such as battery metals, that are 
key to Canada achieving net-zero emissions by 

2050. 
 
• By providing strong federal public geoscience 

research, the two programs support the 

implementation of the Canadian Minerals and Metals 
Plan and the Canada-US Joint Action Plan on Critical 
Minerals Collaboration.  

 

• Through these initiatives, we are helping to 

maintain Canada’s position as a top location for 
mineral investment, and stimulate the green 
economy associated with critical minerals.  

  
 

BACKGROUND 
 

Through the Geological Survey of Canada’s GEM and TGI, in line with its legislated 

responsibility to provide public geoscience knowledge, NRCan conducts research to 

better understand the geological context around Canada’s mineral deposits. The 

geoscience knowledge generated through these programs’ research not only helps 

mineral exploration companies plan efficient and effective exploration campaigns, but can 

also help governments and communities plan land use and the successful development of 

the infrastructure that enables access to mineral resources. As a result of these benefits, 

NRCan mineral geoscience research helps to attract investment in Canadian mineral 

exploration and development, contributing to a stronger economy.  

By providing knowledge necessary for mineral resource development, GEM and TGI 

support the Minister of Natural Resources’ commitment to implement the Canadian 

Minerals and Metals Plan (CMMP), a policy framework developed in close collaboration 

with provinces and territories, Indigenous peoples, and industry to seize opportunities in 

the global minerals sector.  
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NRCan’s national-scale geoscience, spanning multiple jurisdictions, is complementary to 

that conducted by the territories and provinces within their own jurisdictions, as set out in 

the Intergovernmental Geoscience Accord. 

GEM and TGI also support the Canada-US Joint Action Plan on Critical Minerals 

Collaboration, by helping position Canada as a secure and reliable source of critical 

minerals which are: (1) essential to the economic and national security of allied nations, 

(2) vulnerable to global supply chain disruptions, and (3) key to achieving net-zero

emissions by 2050.

Targeted Geoscience Initiative 

TGI was first launched in 2000 with the goal of stimulating cost-effective private sector 

exploration for mineral resources. Under this ongoing goal, TGI has continually reoriented 

its approach to keep pace with scientific advances and the needs of the mineral industry. 

From an initial focus on characterizing mineral deposits, since 2010 TGI has moved 

towards understanding the systems leading to deposit formation. By understanding how 

and where mineral deposits are formed across Canada, TGI develops statistical models 

to predict mineral potential. The program will continue to generate geoscience knowledge 

and innovative techniques to enhance effectiveness of deep exploration for Canada’s key 

economic minerals. Furthermore, to keep pace with scientific advances, emerging data-

related technologies, and the needs of the mineral industry, the program includes a strong 

emphasis on critical minerals, effective public data delivery, and applications of artificial 

intelligence. 

Geo-Mapping for Energy and Minerals 

GEM was launched in 2008 to bridge the significant geoscience knowledge gaps in 

Canada’s North, recognizing a lack of knowledge in this area which presented a barrier to 

mineral exploration and economic development. The first 12 years of GEM brought 

geological understanding of the North to a minimum foundational level, identifying in 

broad strokes what mineral deposits are potentially present, and what geological 

processes occurred in the North over the approximately 4.5 billion years of the Earth’s 

dynamic history to create and distribute these deposits. Despite progress in the last 

decade, the North remains under-mapped relative to Canada’s south. Over its next seven 

years, GEM will continue to fill this gap, with greater detail around priority areas. This new 

phase of GEM will also investigate more recent and uniquely Northern processes (such 

as permafrost thaw), whose interplay with climate change and the Northern environment 

have additional implications for mineral exploration and development, in particular for the 

infrastructure that enables these projects. 

Program Productivity 

Previous program phases have been highly productive. Over the last decade, GEM and 

TGI have collectively generated more than 3400 public geoscience knowledge 

publications, which have been downloaded more than 300,000 times by industry, 

academia, and others.  
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In addition, the programs have generated more than 50 industry collaborations, have 

initiated more than 450 engagement activities in 65 Northern and Indigenous 

communities, have provided more than 650 opportunities for earth science students and 

postdoctoral researchers, and have allocated almost 100 grants for external scientific 

work aligned with program objectives. 

A 2020 study by Ernst and Young underscored the economic impacts of GEM and TGI, 

finding that in the last decade, both programs have already generated at least $1.22 B of 

economic benefits, with private industry investing at least $7.30 for every federal dollar. 

This value is expected to increase over time as companies continue to use GEM and TGI 

research to inform mineral exploration. The Ernst and Young results align with a 1999 

study of Canada’s public geoscience programs estimating that $1 of public geoscience 

investment yielded $5 of exploration spending, and discovery of about $125 in resources. 

Milestones and Deliverables 

Both programs will follow the standard milestones for scientific programs, which is to say 

that they will include a phase of research planning, followed by active scientific 

operations, followed by research close-out and planning for the future.  

Specific deliverables will vary by research project, but will include items such as 

production of scientific and technical publications (including reports, maps, datasets, 

analytical tools/methods, etc.) and development of active scientific collaborations. 

Given its Northern focus, GEM has launched its collaborative dialogue with territories, 

provinces, and Indigenous governments and organizations in the co-development of its 

research priorities. The program will also involve Northern and Indigenous communities at 

all stages of its research activities. In addition, the program will offer capacity-building 

opportunities for Northerners and Indigenous peoples. GEM has convened an active 

Advisory Group of Northerners, representing the diversity of the Northern community, to 

provide key advice on building respectful and sustainable relationships with Indigenous 

and Northern peoples, communities, and organizations, as well as maximizing the uptake 

of GEM knowledge by Northerners. 

In 2020-21, TGI launched 33 initial program studies within the program’s two research 

pillars: Ore Systems Project and Digital Geoscience and Method Development Project. 

Under these pillars, TGI research will support NRCan’s work to identify and secure future 

supply of critical and other economically important minerals in Canada, many of which are 

vital to foster a green economy. TGI is also implementing the first phase of its grant 

program (2021-23) to support studies that are complementary to foundational TGI 

research. 

For 2021-2022, both programs are on track to launch an initial slate of 

transitional/foundational research activities, based on their mandates.  

Both the Geo-Mapping for Energy and Minerals (GEM) program and the Targeted 
Geoscience Initiative (TGI) fall under NRCan’s Core Responsibility of Natural Resource 
Science and Risk Mitigation. 
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FINANCIAL PROFILE  
 
Current Funding Profile ($M) 

 
2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025

Vote 1 Operating 12.62 18.80 19.82 19.57 17.03

Vote 5 Capital 1.35 1.80 1.59 1.52 1.10

Vote 10 Grants and Contributions 0.33 1.25 1.25 1.25 1.25

Grand Total 14.30 21.85 22.66 22.34 19.38

 

 
2025-2026 2026-2027 Grand Total Ongoing

Vote 1 Operating 14.15 12.85 114.85 3.93

Vote 5 Capital 0.50 0.50 8.35 0.50

Vote 10 Grants and Contributions 1.25 1.25 7.80 0.50

Grand Total 15.90 14.60 131.00 4.93  
 
Figures above exclude EBP and PSPC/SSC amounts. 

Rounded to 2 decimals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CONTACT: Jeff Labonté, ADM, Lands and Minerals Sector 
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Mains 2021-22 

Indigenous Engagement in the Estimates 

Funding Profile: 

• The 2021-22 Main Estimates include $49.96 million for NRCan’s
programs to support Indigenous Engagement.

• The initiatives listed correspond to the following 2021-22 Main

Estimates items:

o Accommodation Measures for the Trans Mountain Expansion
Project;

o Indigenous Advisory and Monitoring Committee for Energy
Infrastructure Projects as Part of the Trans Mountain
Expansion Project;

o Indigenous Consultations Participant Funding Program
(Interim Principles);

o Indigenous Natural Resources Partnerships; and

o Indigenous Participation in Dialogues.

KEY MESSAGES 

• Funding of $49.96 million over one year in 2021-22
will allow NRCan to deliver on its commitment to
build foundational, long-term, and mutually

beneficial relationships and partnerships with
Indigenous peoples.

• Through these initiatives, Indigenous peoples not
only share in the prosperity from the development

of Canada’s natural resources, but play a leading
role.

• Through targeted programming in the clean energy,
sustainable mining, forestry, and petroleum sectors,

our Government is working towards reconciliation
by building meaningful partnerships and ensuring
Indigenous peoples benefit from developing
Canada’s natural resources.
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Mains 2021-22 

SUITE OF PROGRAMS IN THE ESTIMATES 
 

• Accommodation Measures for TMX is seeking $19.53M over 

one year in 2021-22 ($6.03M in Vote 1 and $13.50M in Vote 10) 
through the Mains. 

 

o NRCan will receive $60.74M from 2019-20 to 2023-24 to 
support a suite of measures to address the potential impacts 
of the project on Indigenous rights and interests; respond to 

CER recommendations to the Crown and for a post-decision 
implementation strategy for the project. 

 

• Indigenous Advisory and Monitoring Committee for Energy 

Infrastructure Project as part of the TMX project is seeking 
$16.56M over one year in 2021-22 ($2.57M Vote 1 and 
$13.99M Vote 10) through the Mains. 

 
o This is part of the Government of Canada’s overall 

commitment of $68.97M from 2017-18 to 2021-22 to enable 

NRCan to support Indigenous Advisory and Monitoring 
Committees, which provide Indigenous Monitoring and 
Oversight of the TMX and Line 3 pipeline projects. 

• Indigenous Consultations Participant Funding Program 
(Interim Principles) is seeking $3.69M over one year in 2021-
22 ($3.15M Vote 1 and $0.54M Vote 10) through the Mains. 

  
o This is part of the overall commitment of $11.49M over two 

years, starting in 2020-21 provided to allow NRCan to conclude 

Crown-Indigenous consultations on the two remaining projects 
that fell under the National Energy Board Act and Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Act 2012.  

 
o The projects include two proposed Nova Gas Transmission Ltd. 

projects: NGTL Edson Mainline Expansion Project, and NGTL 

North Corridor Expansion Project.  
 

o This funding also enables NRCan to focus on the 

accommodations provided to Indigenous groups in the context of 
the Manitoba-Minnesota Transmission Project.     
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Mains 2021-22 

• Indigenous Natural Resources Partnerships provides $9.19M
in 2021-22 only ($3.19M Vote 1 and $6.0M Vote 10) funding

through the Mains.

o This is part of the Government of Canada’s overall commitment

of $43.08M from 2014-15 to 2021-22 to NRCan to enable
Indigenous participation in energy infrastructure projects in
British Columbia and Alberta.

• The Indigenous Participation in Dialogues program is seeking
$0.99M in 2021-22 funding in the Mains.

o This is part of the overall commitment of $4.18M from 2018-19
to 2022-23 to enable NRCan to conduct research on woodland
caribou in support of the conservation of this priority species at

risk.

o This program supports Indigenous-led caribou research projects

and help to build indigenous capacity to conserve land and
species.
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Atlantic Offshore Payments 

 

KEY MESSAGES 

• Under the Atlantic Accord Acts, NRCan collects
royalties from offshore petroleum activities and
then acts as a flow-through by transferring those
exact amounts to the provinces of Newfoundland
and Labrador and Nova Scotia.

• Royalties vary from year to year – mainly due to
changes in production levels, oil and gas prices,
and operator costs.

• As the amounts collected are the same as the
amounts transferred, there is no material impact on
the federal government’s budget.

• In 2021-22, royalties collected and transferred to
Newfoundland and Labrador and Nova Scotia are
forecast to decrease by $90.4 million.

Mains 2021-22 

Funding Profile: 

• $214.94M forecast for fiscal year 2021-22 for the Statutory Atlantic
Offshore Program which consists of:
o $199.33M ($90.42M decrease) in payments to the Newfoundland

Offshore Petroleum Resource Revenue Fund;
o $11.68M ($0.49M increase) in contributions to the Canada-

Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Petroleum Board Budget;

o $3.93M (0.37M decrease) in contributions to the Canada-Nova
Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board Budget;

o $0M (no change) in payments to the Nova Scotia Offshore Revenue

Account; and
o $0M (no change) in payments of the Crown Share Adjustment for

Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Resources.

• Parliamentarians do not vote on these statutory funding items.
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• This forecast was prepared in 2020 and was based 
on an anticipated decrease in oil and gas 

production in the Canada-Newfoundland and 
Labrador offshore.  

 

• Based on what we know today, actual transfers to 
the provinces are expected to be even lower given 

the impacts of low oil prices and the global 
pandemic.  
 

• Consistent with last year, no royalty or Crown 
Share transfers to the province of Nova Scotia are 

expected. This is because production has ended at 
the only two gas projects, Sable and Deep Panuke, 
which are being decommissioned. 
  

• NRCan also funds 50 percent of the operating 
budgets for the two Offshore Petroleum Boards.  

 

• These funds are drawn from NRCan’s statutory 
account and are not dependent on an annual vote in 

Parliament. The funding can be cost recovered up 
to 100 percent from industry and any cost-
recovered amounts are returned to Canada.  

 

BACKGROUND 
 

The Minister of NRCan is responsible under the Accord Acts to make payments to the 
provinces of Newfoundland and Labrador (NL) and Nova Scotia (NS) that are equivalent 
to the revenue amounts (e.g. royalties) received by Canada in relation to offshore oil and 
gas activities. Under the Accord Acts, the Government of Canada (NRCan) collects 
these royalty payments from industry on a monthly basis, and transfers the same 
amount directly to the provinces. In essence, NRCan acts only as a flow through and 
any actual royalties received and transferred to the provinces are revenue-neutral and 
have no material financial impact on NRCan or the Government of Canada. Under the 
Accord Acts, the Minister of NRCan is also responsible for funding 50% of the offshore 
petroleum boards’ budgets. Finally, pursuant to the Crown Share Adjustment Payments 
Regulations, the Minister of NRCan is responsible for making Crown Share Adjustment 
payments to the province of Nova Scotia.  
 
The Statutory Atlantic Offshore Program under the Atlantic Accord Acts is comprised of 
five components: 1) the Newfoundland Offshore Petroleum Resource Revenue Fund;   
2) the Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Resource Revenue Account; 3) the Canada-
Newfoundland Offshore Petroleum Board budget; 4) the Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore 
Petroleum Board budget; and 5) the Crown Share Adjustment Payments.  
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Offshore Revenue Funds 

Amounts equal to the offshore revenues collected by the Receiver General for Canada 
are credited to the Newfoundland Offshore Petroleum Resource Revenue Fund and the 
Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Resource Revenue Account. The amounts credited to 
these two revenue funds are then paid to the provinces of NL and NS.  

NRCan forecasts royalty revenues for offshore petroleum projects located in the 
Canada-NL and Canada-NS offshore areas. For the Main Estimates process, these 
forecasts are prepared in August of the previous year.   

Royalty revenues in Main Estimates for 2021-22 are forecast to decrease in the Canada-
NL offshore due to expected decrease in production, mostly attributable to a shutdown at 
the Terra Nova project since December 2019, as well as the impacts of low oil prices 
and the global pandemic. Actual transfers for 2021-22 are likely to be even lower than 
forecast in Main Estimates given the ongoing impacts of low oil prices and COVID-19.  

Consistent with 2020-21, we are forecasting no royalty revenue transfers to the province 
of Nova Scotia due to the end of production at the Deep Panuke and Sable Offshore 
Energy projects. Should any future transfers occur, they would be associated with 
royalty re-assessments/audits. 

Crown Share Adjustment Payments 

The Minister of Natural Resources makes the Crown Share Adjustment Payments to the 
province of NS from the Consolidated Revenue Fund under sections 246 to 249 of the 
Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Resources Accord Implementation Act. 

In the 1980’s, the Government of Canada obtained the right to acquire an interest in 
offshore projects under the National Energy Program (NEP) and NS negotiated the right 
to acquire a portion of this federal interest. When the NEP was discontinued, CSAP was 
captured under the Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Resources Accord 
Implementation Act and provided NS with the equivalent benefit to what it would have 
received had the federal government obtained an interest in an offshore project and had 
NS been able to exercise its crown share right. 

In 2012, the Crown Share Adjustment Payments Regulations (the Regulations) were 
promulgated to enable the Minister of Natural Resources to make Crown Share 
Adjustment Payments to NS from the Consolidated Revenue Fund.   

The Regulations contain a detailed calculation methodology that NRCan applies to 
determine the statutory payments. Crown Share Adjustment Payments are a function of 
actual revenues earned and costs incurred arising from qualifying oil and gas production 
in the Canada-NS offshore area.  

The Sable Offshore Energy Project and the Deep Panuke Project both qualified for 
Crown Share Adjustment Payments. We are not forecasting any Crown Share 
Adjustment Payments to the province of NS in 2021-22, due to the end of natural gas 
production at both projects. Should any future Crown Share Adjustment Payments arise, 
it would only be a result of future provincial audits of royalties paid by industry in 
previous years.  
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The Offshore Petroleum Boards 

The Canada-NL Offshore Petroleum Board (C-NLOPB) was created in 1986 and the 
Canada-NS Offshore Petroleum Board (CNSOPB) was created in 1990 through the 
Atlantic Accord Acts for the purposes of regulating the oil and gas industry in the 
Canada-NL and Canada-NS offshore areas.  

The role of the Offshore Boards is to regulate exploration for, and development of, 
hydrocarbon resources, in a manner that conforms to the statutory provisions for worker 
safety, environmental protection, and the effective management of land tenure.  

Pursuant to the Atlantic Accord Acts, the Government of Canada and the provincial 
government each fund 50% of the Offshore Boards’ budgets. Canada’s funds are drawn 
from NRCan’s statutory account and are not dependent on an annual vote in Parliament. 
The Offshore Boards can recover up to 100% of costs from industry, which are remitted 
in equal portions to governments throughout the year. 

The C-NLOPB’s budget forecast for 2021-22 is for $23,354,000 (50% of which will be 
funded by the Government of Canada). The C-NLOPB is expected to submit its official 
budget request to governments in spring 2021, which is expected to be $1 Million lower 
than the amount currently forecast in Main Estimates. Consistent with previous years, 
cost recovery from industry is anticipated to be approximately 100%.  

The CNSOPB’s budget forecast for 2021-22 is for $7,865,000 (50% of which will be 
funded by the Government of Canada). For the CNSOPB 2021–2022 is a pivot point and 
the beginning of a multi-year process that is expected to involve budget reductions given 
the decline in activity in the Canada-NS offshore. The CNSOPB is expected to submit its 
official budget request to governments in spring 2021, which is expected to be 
approximately $2.5 Million lower than the amount currently forecast in Main Estimates. In 
addition, cost recovery is anticipated be to be reduced in order to ensure costs to 
industry are stabilized. 

FINANCIAL PROFILE 

Current Funding Profile (in dollars) 

1 Supplementary Estimates B authorities for 2020-21. 
2 Amounts included as part of the Annual Reference Level Update 2021-22. 

CONTACT: Glenn Hargrove, ADM, Strategic Petroleum Policy and Investment 
Office 
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ecoENERGY for Renewable Power 
(Sunsetting) 

Funding Profile: 

• No funding in 2021-22, as program is scheduled to end March 31,
2021.

• Part of overall commitment of $1.41B (2007-2021) to support
electricity production from low-impact, renewable electricity
projects.

• This program supports the government’s climate change and clean
growth objectives.

KEY MESSAGES 

• Through the $1.39 billion ecoENERGY for Renewable
Power Program, we have supported 104 renewable
energy projects that represent 4,458 megawatts of
capacity.

o For example, Western Sustainable Power’s 66
MegaWatt Blue Trail Wind Farm, located in

Alberta, received $20 million in funding from the

program over ten years.

• By funding these types of initiatives, the
government has advanced projects and is delivering
programs to support electricity production from

clean, reliable sources.

Responsive – sunsetting 

• Fiscal year 2020-21 is the final year that eligible

projects are able to receive their incentive under
the program.

Mains 2021-22 
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BACKGROUND 

The ecoENERGY for Renewable Power program was introduced in January 2007 to 
support 14.3 terawatt-hours of electricity production from about 4,000 megawatts (MW) 
of renewable power capacity. The program provides a production incentive of one cent 
per kilowatt-hour for up to 10 years to eligible low-impact, renewable electricity projects 
constructed over the period of April 1, 2007 to March 31, 2011.  

By March 31, 2011, the program had committed $1.39B to 104 projects representing 
4,458 megawatts of capacity.  

The following provides the amount of funding that was committed by provinces: 

Province / 
Territory 

Number of 
Projects 

Dollar Value of 
Approved Projects 

AB 8 $166M 

BC 19 $305M 

SK 0 0 

MB 1 $42M 

ON 47 $466M 

QC 10 $199M 

NB 5 $87M 

PE 4 $39M 

NS 8 $70M 

NL 2 $17M 

YK 0 0 

NT 0 0 

NU 0 0 

Departmental Results Framework 

This item corresponds to the Innovative and Sustainable Natural Resources 
Development core responsibility. 

FINANCIAL PROFILE 

2007-2008 

to 

2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 Total

Vote 1 Operating 14.83 1.00 0.99 1.06 1.03 1.49 20.40

Vote 10 Grants and Contributions 913.05 137.94 119.55 106.68 76.61 39.85 1393.68

Total 927.88 138.94 120.54 107.74 77.64 41.34 1414.08

Figures above exclude EBP and PSPC/SSC amounts.* Rounded to 2 decimals. 

CONTACT: Mollie Johnson, Assistant Deputy Minister, LCES, 343-292-8922 
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Part II – Main Estimates Department of Natural Resources 

Department of Natural Resources 

Raison d'être 
The Minister of Natural Resources is responsible for this organization. 

Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) works to improve the quality of life of Canadians by ensuring that our natural resources are developed 
sustainably, providing a source of jobs, prosperity, and opportunity, while preserving our environment and respecting our communities and 
Indigenous peoples. 

Additional information can be found in the Organization’s Departmental Plan. 

Organizational Estimates 

2019–20 2020–21 2021–22 
Expenditures Main Estimates Main Estimates 

Estimates To Date 
(dollars) 

Budgetary 
Voted 
1 Operating expenditures  609,326,261 556,830,962 613,207,961 694,982,982 

5 Capital expenditures  16,036,366 11,608,000 15,453,000 13,629,040 

10 Grants and contributions  415,597,935 448,124,943 823,663,615 1,254,135,315 

Total Voted  1,040,960,562 1,016,563,905 1,452,324,576 1,962,747,337 
Total Statutory  1,413,830,365 362,450,688 384,526,216 275,457,322 

Total Budgetary  2,454,790,927 1,379,014,593 1,836,850,792 2,238,204,659 

2021–22 Main Estimates by Purpose 

Operating Capital Transfer Revenues and other Total 
Budgetary Payments reductions 

(dollars) 
Innovative and Sustainable Natural 371,842,202 3,360,000 1,049,130,897 (23,910,427)  1,400,422,672 
Resources Development
Globally Competitive Natural 71,255,923 . . . . . 364,931,525 (307,200)  435,880,248 
Resource Sectors
Natural Resource Science and Risk 202,625,889 7,269,040 55,017,390 (12,543,303)  252,369,016 
Mitigation
Internal Services  146,632,723 3,000,000 . . . . . (100,000)  149,532,723 

Total  792,356,737 13,629,040 1,469,079,812 (36,860,930)  2,238,204,659 
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Department of Natural Resources Part II – Main Estimates

Listing of the 2021–22 Transfer Payments

2021–22
Main Estimates

2020–21
Main Estimates

2019–20
Expenditures

(dollars)

Grants
Grants in support of Home Retrofits  210,000,000  . . . . .  . . . . . 

Grants in support of Clean Technology Challenges  22,959,734  2,229,938  41,584,738 

Grants in support of Outreach and Engagement, Energy Efficiency and Energy 
Innovation

 3,563,333  3,290,810  3,413,333 

Grants in support of Innovative Solutions Canada  1,980,000  700,000  1,980,000 

Grants in support of Oil Spill Recovery Technology under the program entitled 
Incentives to Develop Oil Spill Recovery Technologies

 1,800,000  . . . . .  1,800,000 

Grants in support of Geoscience  1,245,000  832,233  . . . . . 

Grants in support of Improving Diversity in the Canadian Forest Sector 
Workforce under the program entitled Forest Innovation Program

 150,000  . . . . .  . . . . . 

Contributions
Contributions in support of the Emissions Reduction Fund  559,855,905  . . . . .  . . . . . 

Contributions in support of Clean Energy for Rural and Remote Communities  55,861,965  32,489,276  52,908,057 

Contributions in support of the Emerging Renewable Power Program  39,328,138  44,625,940  48,604,374 

Contributions in support of Investments in the Forest Industry Transformation 
Program

 39,300,000  16,934,892  11,400,000 

Contributions in support of Zero Emission Vehicle Infrastructure  34,100,000  1,279,690  11,150,000 

Contributions in support of the Energy Innovation Program  31,942,312  30,834,414  39,131,264 

Contributions in support of Clean Growth in Natural Resource Sectors 
Innovation Program

 28,226,626  37,381,791  38,228,735 

Contributions in support of the Forest Innovation program  24,813,000  26,484,116  . . . . . 

Contributions in support of the Smart Grids Program  24,087,345  24,530,928  25,854,705 

Contributions in support of Electric Vehicle and Alternative Fuel Infrastructure 
Deployment

 23,970,000  23,863,961  22,840,000 

Contributions in support of Spruce Budworm Early Intervention Strategy – 
Phase II

 23,000,000  2,237,110  19,500,000 

Contributions in support of Energy Efficiency  20,170,214  15,904,194  22,922,922 

Contributions in support of Mountain Pine Beetle Management in Alberta  18,960,000  . . . . .  . . . . . 

Contributions in support of Expanding Market Opportunities  17,850,000  17,285,722  . . . . . 

Contributions in support of the Green Construction through Wood Program  15,719,000  4,957,310  8,696,000 

Contributions in support of Indigenous Advisory and Monitoring Committees 
for Energy Infrastructure Projects

 13,996,697  8,548,268  16,000,000 

Contributions in support of Accommodation Measures for the Trans Mountain 
Expansion project

 13,500,000  4,447,343  8,000,000 

Contribution in support of Indigenous Natural Resources Partnerships  6,000,000  5,789,554  . . . . . 

Contributions in support of Climate Change Adaptation  5,103,390  7,017,066  6,630,000 

Contributions in support of Indigenous Economic Development  4,333,000  4,485,653  1,000,000 

Contributions in support of Earthquake Early Warning  4,000,000  . . . . .  2,000,000 

Contributions in support of the Forest Research Institute Initiative  2,368,000  2,476,400  2,368,000 

Contributions in support of Wildland Fire Resilience  2,050,000  680,375  1,850,000 

Contributions in support of Clean Technology Challenges  908,288  13,776,677  6,085,830 

Contributions in support of the Youth Employment and Skills Strategy  558,000  . . . . .  1,373,518 

Contributions in support of the Indigenous Consultations Participant Funding 
Program

 537,583  671,364  . . . . . 

Contributions in support of the GeoConnections Program  500,000  428,075  500,000 

Contributions in support of Cyber Security and Critical Energy Infrastructure 
Protection

 409,785  364,627  955,467 
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Part II – Main Estimates Department of Natural Resources 

2019–20 2020–21 2021–22 
Expenditures Main Estimates Main Estimates 

(dollars) 

Contributions in support of the clean-up of the Gunnar uranium mining . . . . . 10,127,000 398,000 
facilities
Contributions in support of Indigenous participation in dialogues  5,156,568 620,000 300,000 

Contributions in support of Research  1,836,012 750,000 290,000 

Total Statutory  1,352,961,683 305,247,606 214,944,497 

Listing of Statutory Authorities 

2019–20 2020–21 2021–22 
Expenditures Estimates To Main Estimates 

Date 
(dollars) 

Budgetary
Payments to the Newfoundland Offshore Petroleum Resource Revenue Fund 363,966,637 289,755,606 199,334,997 
(Canada-Newfoundland Atlantic Accord Implementation Act)
Contributions to employee benefit plans 60,623,377 61,066,507 60,422,325 

Contribution to the Canada/Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Petroleum 568,245 11,187,000 11,677,000 
Board (Canada-Newfoundland Atlantic Accord Implementation Act)
Contribution to the Canada/Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board 51,968 4,305,000 3,932,500 
(Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Resources Accord Implementation 
Act)
Minister of Natural Resources – Salary and car allowance (Salaries Act and 85,069 89,300 90,500 
Parliament of Canada Act) 
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2021–22 Estimates Annex – Items for inclusion in the Proposed Schedules to the Appropriation Bill

Items for inclusion in the Proposed Schedule 1 to the Appropriation Bill
(for the financial year ending March 31, 2022)

Unless specifically identified under the Changes in 2021–22 Main Estimates section, all vote wordings have been provided in earlier 
appropriation acts.

Vote 
No.

Amount ($) Total ($)Items

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

 694,982,982 – Operating expenditures
– Authority, as referred to in paragraph 29.1(2)(a) of the Financial
Administration Act, to expend in the fiscal year — in order to offset
expenditures that it incurs in that fiscal year — revenues that it receives in that
fiscal year from
(a) the sale of forestry and information products;
(b) the issue of licences, permits and certificates under the Explosives Act and
the Explosives Regulations, 2013;
(c) training and certification activities related to the Act and Regulations referred
to in paragraph (b);
(d) research, consultation, testing, analysis and administration services and
research products as part of the departmental operations; and
(e) the provision of internal support services under section 29.2 of the Financial
Administration Act
– The payment to each member of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada who is
a minister without portfolio, or a minister of State who does not preside over a
ministry of State, of a salary — paid annually or pro rata for any period less than
a year — that does not exceed the salary paid under the Salaries Act, rounded
down to the nearest hundred dollars under section 67 of the Parliament of
Canada Act, to ministers of State who preside over ministries of State

1

 13,629,040 – Capital expenditures5

 1,254,135,315 – The grants listed in any of the Estimates for the fiscal year
– Contributions

10

 1,962,747,337 

 1,962,747,337 

Schedule 1A–2
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2021–22 
ESTIMATES 

Budgetary Expenditures by Standard Object 

This table shows the forecast of total expenditures by Standard Object, which includes the types of goods or services to be acquired, or the transfer payments to be made and the revenues to be credited to the vote. 

Definitions of standard objects available at: http://www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/recgen/pceaf-gwcoa/2122/7-eng.html 

Budgetary Expenditures by Standard Object 

Personnel 

1 

Transportation 
and 

communications 

2 

Information 

3

Professional and 
special services 

4 

Rentals 

5 

Purchased repair 
and maintenance 

6 

Utilities, 
materials and 

supplies 

7 

Acquisition of 
land, buildings 

and works 

8 

Acquisition of 
machinery and 

equipment 

9 

Transfer 
payments 

10 

Public debt 
charges 

11 

Other subsidies 
and payments 

12 

Less: Revenues 
and other 
reductions 

Total 

Department of Natural Resources 470,227,329 28,734,602 19,283,652 168,981,244 28,493,626 10,258,948 37,424,784 3,395,000 32,031,763 1,469,079,812 . . . . . 7,154,829 36,860,930 2,238,204,659 

Total  470,227,329 28,734,602 19,283,652 168,981,244 28,493,626 10,258,948 37,424,784 3,395,000 32,031,763 1,469,079,812 . . . . . 7,154,829 36,860,930 2,238,204,659 
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2021–22
ESTIMATES

Statutory Forecasts

2019–20
Expenditures

2020–21
Estimates To 

Date

2021–22
Main Estimates

(dollars)

Budgetary
Department of Natural Resources

 199,334,997  289,755,606  363,966,637 Payments to the Newfoundland Offshore Petroleum Resource Revenue Fund 
(Canada-Newfoundland Atlantic Accord Implementation Act)

 60,422,325  61,066,507  60,623,377 Contributions to employee benefit plans

 11,677,000  11,187,000  568,245 Contribution to the Canada/Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Petroleum 
Board (Canada-Newfoundland Atlantic Accord Implementation Act)

 3,932,500  4,305,000  51,968 Contribution to the Canada/Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board 
(Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Resources Accord Implementation 
Act)

 90,500  89,300  85,069 Minister of Natural Resources – Salary and car allowance (Salaries Act and 
Parliament of Canada Act)
Payments to the Nova Scotia Offshore Revenue Account  9,545,908  . . . . .  . . . . . 
Payments of the Crown Share Adjustment for Nova Scotia Offshore 
Petroleum Resources

 24,862,021  . . . . .  . . . . . 

Contribution to the Federation of Canadian Municipalities for the Green 
Municipal Fund (Budget Implementation Act, 2019, No.1)

 950,000,000  . . . . .  . . . . . 

 . . . . .  3,600,000  3,966,904 Climate Action Support Payments (Energy Manager Program and Clean 
Energy for Rural and Remote Communities Program) (Budget 
Implementation Act, 2019, No.1 S.C. 2019, c.29)

 . . . . .  . . . . . (1)Geomatics Canada Revolving Fund

Other Statutory items listed in the Public Accounts of Canada  160,237  . . . . .  . . . . . 
Payments to support students and youth impacted by COVID-19 pursuant to 
the Public Health Events of National Concern Payments Act

 . . . . .  14,522,803  . . . . . 

Total Budgetary  1,413,830,365  384,526,216  275,457,322 
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2021–22 
ESTIMATES 

Expenditures by Purpose 

Budgetary 
2020–21 

Main Estimates Operating Capital 
2021–22 Main Estimates 

Transfer Revenues and 
other  reductions Payments 

(dollars) 

Total 

Department of Natural Resources 

Innovative and Sustainable Natural Resources Development

Globally Competitive Natural Resource Sectors

Natural Resource Science and Risk Mitigation

Internal Services

Total

 610,218,394 

425,892,047 

214,015,248 

128,888,904 

1,379,014,593 

371,842,202 

71,255,923 

202,625,889 

146,632,723 

792,356,737 

3,360,000 

. . . . . 

7,269,040 

3,000,000 

13,629,040 

1,049,130,897 

364,931,525 

55,017,390 

. . . . . 

1,469,079,812 

(23,910,427)

(307,200)

(12,543,303)

(100,000)

(36,860,930)

 1,400,422,672 

435,880,248 

252,369,016 

149,532,723 

2,238,204,659 
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Department of Natural Resources

2021–22 Main Estimates

Interim Supply Requirements

Vote 
No. Vote wording and explanation(s) of Additional Twelfths Total Main Estimates Amount Granted

Approved and Pending Items (dollars) (triage items included)

1 – Operating expenditures
– Authority, as referred to in paragraph 29.1(2)(a) of the Financial
Administration Act, to expend in the fiscal year — in order to offset
expenditures that it incurs in that fiscal year — revenues that it receives
in that fiscal year from
(a) the sale of forestry and information products;
(b) the issue of licences, permits and certificates under the Explosives
Act and the Explosives Regulations, 2013;
(c) training and certification activities related to the Act and
Regulations referred to in paragraph (b);
(d) research, consultation, testing, analysis and administration services
and research products as part of the departmental operations; and
(e) the provision of internal support services under section 29.2 of the
Financial Administration Act
– The payment to each member of the Queen’s Privy Council for
Canada who is a minister without portfolio, or a minister of State who
does not preside over a ministry of State, of a salary — paid annually or
pro rata for any period less than a year — that does not exceed the
salary paid under the Salaries Act, rounded down to the nearest hundred
dollars under section 67 of the Parliament of Canada Act, to ministers
of State who preside over ministries of State

No additional twelfths beyond the normal three-twelfths

 173,745,746  694,982,982 

5 – Capital expenditures

No additional twelfths beyond the normal three-twelfths

 3,407,260  13,629,040 

10 – The grants listed in any of the Estimates for the fiscal year
– Contributions

No additional twelfths beyond the normal three-twelfths

 313,533,829  1,254,135,315 

Page 1 of 1CR-M008 2021.01.06 15:41:50
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Committee Profile 

House of Commons Standing Committee on Natural Resources 

43rd Parliament – 2nd Session 

CONSERVATIVE (4) Greg McLean (Calgary Centre, AB) 

Dane Lloyd  (Sturgeon River—Parkland, AB) 

Jeremy Patzer (Cypress Hills—Grasslands, SK) 

Bob Zimmer (Prince George—Peace River—Northern Rockies, BC) 

BLOC QUEBECOIS (1) Mario Simard (Jonquière, QC) 

NEW DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY (1) 

Richard Cannings (South Okanagan—West Kootenay, BC) 

LIBERAL (6) 

Paul Lefebvre (Sudbury, ON) 

Yvonne Jones (Labrador, NL) 

James Maloney (Etobicoke—Lakeshore, ON) 

Bryan May (Cambridge, ON) 

Maninder Sidhu (Brampton East, ON) 

Patrick Weiler (West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast—Sea to Sky Country, BC) 
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Greg McLean 

Riding: Calgary Centre, Alberta 

Political Party: Conservative  

Profession: Financial Professional (mostly in the oil and gas sector) 

Elected to Parliament: October 2019 

General Information:  
Before being elected in 2019, Greg McLean worked as a financial professional for 20 years, including work in the oil and gas 
sector and with start-ups in technology. He leads Criterium Merchant Capital, the financial advisory subsidiary of a Calgary-
based consulting firm.  He has worked in Alberta’s capital markets as a financier, advisor, a portfolio manager, and Chief 
Investment Officer. He has managed portfolios of publicly listed and private companies; sourced and structured investments in 
private equity, venture capital opportunities, and other financings; executed workout strategies with investee companies; and 
advised on corporate consolidation opportunities and transition activities.  He spent six years advising two Canadian Cabinet 
Ministers, including the Hon. Harvie Andre, M.P. for Calgary Centre, across three portfolios, and the Hon. Jean Corbeil in the 
Ministry of Transport. 

He has spent some of his time as a new MP helping his colleagues understand oil and gas policy, steps the industry has taken 
toward sustainable development, and reasons that eastern Canadians should prefer western Canadian oil over imports. 

On September 8, 2020, he was named the Shadow Minister for Natural Resources & Canadian Northern Economic Development 
Agency (CanNor).  Prior to that, he served as the Deputy Shadow Minister for National Revenue (tax policy issues). 

He has a Bachelor of Commerce Degree from the University of Alberta, and an MBA from the Richard Ivey School of Business at 
the University of Western Ontario. 

Analysis: 
Greg McLean serves as the critic for Natural Resources and Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency. Xxxx xx xxxx 
xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx xx xxx xxxxx xx xxxxxxx xxxx xxxx xxxxxxxxx xxx xxx xxx xxx xxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx xx xxxxxxx xx 
xxxxxxxxx xx xxxxxx xx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxxxxxx xxxx xxxxxx xxxx xxxxxxxx xxxx 

Xx xxxxxxx xxx xxxxx xxx xxxxxx xxxxxxxxx x xxxx xxxx xxxxxx xx xxx xxxxx xx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxx xxx xxxxxx xx xxx xxx xxx 
xxx xxxxxxx 

Xxxxxx xx xxxxxxxxx xxxxxx xx xxx xxxxxxxxxxxx xx xxx xxxx xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxx xxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xxx xxx xxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxx xxx xxxx xx xxx xx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx xxx xxxxxxxxxx xx xxxx xxxxxxxx xx xxxxxx xx xxxxx xxx xxxx xxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxXx 
x xxxx xxxx xx xxx xxxxxxx xx xxxxxx xxxx xxx xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxx xx xxxxxxxx xxxx xx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx x xx 
xxxxxxxxx xx xxxxx xxxxxxxx xx x xx xxx xxxxxxx xx xxxxxxx xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxx xxx xxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xxx xxx xxx xxx 
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xxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxx xx xxxxxxxx x xxxx xxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxx xxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xxxxx xxxx xxxx xx xxx xxxxxxxxxxx xx 
xxxxx xx xxx xxxxxxxxxxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xx xxxxxxx xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xxxx xx xxxxxxx xxx xxx xxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx xx xxxxxxx xx xxxxx xxxxxx xxx xxxxx xxxxx xx xxxxx xxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxx xxxxxx xx xxx xx x 
xxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxx xx xxxx xxxxxxxxxx xxx xxx xxx xxx xxxxxxxxxx xx xxxxxx x xxxxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxx xxx xxxx 
xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxx xx xxx xxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxxxx x xxxxxx xxxx xxxxx xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxx xxx xxxxx xx 
xxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxx xxx xxxxxxxxxxxx x xxxxxxxxxx xx xxxxxxxxxx xxx xxxx xx xxxxxxxxxx xxxx xx 
xxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxx xx xxxxx xxxx xxx xxxxx xxxxx xx xxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxx xxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxx xx xxx 
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Items of interest: 

Order Paper Questions: 
Nothing relevant at this time. 

Private Members Bills or Motions: 
On February 24, 2020, Greg McLean introduced Private Members Bill C-214, An Act to amend the Income Tax Act. This 
enactment amends the Income Tax Act to include in the definition “qualifying environmental trust”, trusts that are maintained for 
the sole purpose of funding the reclamation of an oil or gas well operated for the purpose of producing petroleum or natural gas. 
He argued that the bill would create equity for the Canadian resource industry by providing a level playing field in the oil and gas 
sector and a financial instrument that is already available for every other extractive industry in Canada, including pipelines.  The 
bill was reinstated in September 2020 and is currently at first reading. In December 2020, the member introduced Private 
Members Bill C-262 An Act to amend the Income Tax Act (capture and utilization or storage of greenhouse gases), which is 
currently at second reading. 

111



Dane Lloyd 

Riding: Sturgeon River—Parkland, Alberta 

Political Party: Conservative 

Profession: Parliamentary advisor  

Elected to Parliament: October 2017 

Biography: 

Before entering public life, Dan Lloyd worked as a parliamentary advisor to MP Michael Cooper, and special assistance to the 
Hon. Ed Fast and the Hon. Jason Kenney. He graduated from Trinity Western University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
History and Political Studies. Additionally, he continues to serve as a Canadian Army reservist in the Governor General's Foot 
Guards located in Ottawa and holds a commission as an infantry officer with the rank of lieutenant.  

Analysis: 

Dane Lloyd currently serves as critic for Rural Economic Development and previously served as critic for Digital Government. He 
previously sat on the Government Operations and Estimates Committees, the Veterans Affairs Committee and the Industry, 
Science and Technology committee.  

Xxxx xx xxxx xxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx xx xxx xxxxx xx xxxxxxx xxxx xxxx xxxxxxxxx xxx xxxxxx xxxx xxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx xx xxxxx 
xxx xxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xx xxxxx xxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxx xx xxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx 

Order Paper Questions: 
Nothing relevant at this time. 

Private Members Bills or Motions: 
Nothing relevant at this time. 
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Jeremy Patzer 

Riding: Cypress Hills—Grasslands, SK 

Political Party: Conservative 

Profession:  Telecommunications 

Elected to Parliament: October 2019 

Biography: 

Jeremy Patzer was born and raised on a grain farm in Frontier, Saskatchewan. He went on to work in the telecommunications 
industry for 10 years, in business and residential settings for both rural and urban areas. All the while, he remained active in 
politics, serving on the Board of Directors for the Conservative Party Constituency Association since 2015.  In the previous 
session of Parliament, Mr. Patzer was a member of the Industry, Science and Technology Committee.   

Analysis: 
Xxxxx xx xx xxx xx xxx xxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxx xxxx xxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxx xxxxxxx 
xxxxxxx xx xxx xxxx xx xxxxxxxx 
- Xxx xxxxxxxxxx xxx xxxxxx xx xxxxx xxx xxxxx xx xxxx xx xxx xxx xxxxxxx xxxxx xxxxxxxxxx
- Xxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxx xxxxxxxx xxxx xxxx xxxxx xx xxxxx xx xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxxxx
- Xxxxx xx x xxxx xx xxxxxxx xxx xxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xx xxxxx xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxx
- Xxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxx xxxx xxxxxx xxx xx xxx xxxx xxx xx xxx xxxxxxx

Order Paper Questions: 
Nothing relevant at this time. 

Private Members Bills or Motions: 
Nothing relevant at this time. 
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Bob Zimmer 

Riding: Prince George—Peace River—Northern Rockies, BC 

Political Party: Conservative  

Profession: Construction Business Owner 

Elected to Parliament: May 2011 

Biography: 
Bob Zimmer was born in Dawson Creek, BC and raised in Fort St. John, BC. He began his career working for his father’s family 
carpentry business and obtained his Red Seal Journeyman Carpentry Certification before going on to own his own construction 
business. He received an undergraduate degree from Trinity Western University in human kinetics and history/political science, 
as well as a bachelor’s of education degree from the University of British Columbia. He served as Chair of the Standing 
Committee on Access to Information, Privacy and Ethics in September 2017. Since coming into office, he has sat on several 
committees including the Standing Committee on Agriculture and Agri-Food, Standing Committee for Veterans Affairs, and the 
Standing Committee for Procedure and House Affairs. He has also served as Vice-Chair of the Standing Committee on Human 
Resources, Skills and Social Development and the Status of Persons with Disabilities and Critic for Asia-Pacific Gateway. During 
the previous session of this Parliament, he was the shadow minister for northern affairs and the Canadian Northern Economic 
Development Agency. 

Analysis: 
Xxxxx xxx xxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xxx xxx xxxx x xxxxx xx xxxx xx xxx xxxxxxx xxxxx xxxx xxx xxxxx xxx xxx xxxx 
xxxxxxxx xx xxx xxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xx xxx xxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxx xx xxxx xxxxxxxx xx x xxxxxx xx xxxxx xxx xxx 
xxx xxxxxxxxx xxxx xxxxxxxxx xx xxxxxxx xxx xxxxxxxxxx xx xxxxxxxx xxx xxxxxxxx xx xxx xx xxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxx xxx xx 
xxxxxx xx xxx xxxxxxx xxx xxxx xxx xxxxxxxx 

Order Paper Questions: 
Nothing relevant at this time. 

Private Members Bills or Motions: 
Nothing relevant at this time. 
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Mario Simard 

Riding: Jonquière, Québec 

Political Party: Bloc Québécois  

Profession: University Lecturer 

Elected to Parliament: October 2019 

Biography: 
Mario Simard has been a lecturer in political science and social work at the Université du Québec à Chicoutimi since 2005. He 
holds a bachelor's and master's degree in political science and is currently pursuing doctoral studies in political philosophy at the 
University of Paris Nanterre. Mr. Simard was a political attaché from 2011 to 2015 for the former member for Jonquière – Alma, 
Claude Patry, elected as NDP before transferring to the Bloc Québécois during his mandate. 

Analysis: 
During 
Xxx xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx xx xxx xxxxx xxxx xxxxxx xxx xxxx xx xxxxxxx xxx xxx xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxx xx xxxxx xxxxxx xxxxx xx 
xxx xxxxxxxx xxxx xxx xxxxxxxx xx xxxxx xx xxx xxxxxx xx xxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxx xx xxxxxxxxxxx xxx xxx xx 
xxxxxxxx xxxxx xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xxx xxxxx xxxxx xxx xxxxxx xxx xxxxxxx xxx xxxxxxxxxx xx 
xxxxx xxxxxx xx x xxxxxxxxxx xxxx xxxx xxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xxx xx xxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxx xx xxx 
xxx xx xxx xxxxxxxxx xxx xxxxxx xxxx xxxx xxxx xxx xxxxxxxxx xx xxx xxxxxxx xxxxxxx xxx xxxxxxxx xx xxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xxx 
xxx xxxxx xxxxxxxx xxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxx xxxxxx xx xxxx x xxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxx xx xxx xxxxxxx xxx xxxx xx xxxx x xxxx 
xxxx 

Xx xxx xxxx xxxxxxxx xx xxx xxxxxxxxxx xxx xxxxxxxx xxx xxxxxxx xx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxx xxxxxxxx xxxx xxxx xxxxxxx xx xxx 
xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xx xxxx xxxxxxx xxxx xx xxxxx xx xxxx xxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxxx xxx xxxxxxxxxx xxxx xxx xxxxxx xx 
xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx xx xxx xxxxxxxx xxx xxxxxxxx xx xxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxxxxxx xxx xxx xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxx xxxx xxx 
xxxx xxxxxxxx xx xxx xxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxxx 

Order Paper Questions: 
Nothing relevant at this time. 

Private Members Bills or Motions: 
Nothing relevant at this time. 
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Richard Cannings 

Riding: South Okanagan—West Kootenay, British Columbia 

Political Party: New Democratic Party 

Profession: Biologist and Author 

Elected to Parliament: October 2015 

Biography: 
Mr. Cannings graduated with an Honours B.Sc. in Zoology from the University of British Columbia and a M.Sc. in Biology from 
Memorial University of Newfoundland. He worked in the Zoology Department at the University of British Columbia for 15 years, 
and subsequently worked as a consulting biologist. 

Prior to his election, Mr. Cannings served as a director on the board of the Nature Conservancy of Canada, and worked with Bird 
Studies Canada, coordinating surveys on the status of Canada’s bird populations. He also served on the B.C. Environmental 
Appeal Board for over a decade and as the co-chair on the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada for eight 
years. 

Analysis: 
Xxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xxxxx xx xxx xxxxxxxx xx xxx xxxxx xx xxxxxxx xxxxx xx x xxxxxx xxx xx xxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxx 
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xx xxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx xx xxxxx xxxxxxxx xxxxx xx xxx xxx xxxx xxx xx xxxxxxxx xxxx xxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xx xxx xxx 
xxx xxx xxxxxx xxxxx xxxx xxx xxxxx xxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxx xxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxxx xxxx xxx xxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxx 
xxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxx xxxxxx xx xxx xxxxxx xxx xxxxxxx xxxx xxx xxx xxxxxx xx xxx xxxxxxxxxx xx xxxx xxxxxx xxx xxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxx xx xxxxxxx xx xxxxxxxxxx xxx xxxxxx xxxxxxx xx x xxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxx 
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xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx xx xxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xx xxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxx 
xxxxxx xx xxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xx xxxxxxxxxx xxx xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xxx 
xxxxxxxxxx  

Mr. Cannings was a member of the House Committee on Natural Resources for the entirety of the previous Parliament. 

Order Paper Questions: 
Q-1012 — October 1, 2020 — Mr. Cannings (South Okanagan—West Kootenay) — With regard to the Softwood Lumber Action
Plan announced on June 1, 2017, broken down by department or agency and contribution agreement: (a) what companies,
organizations or communities have received funding; (b) how much has been received by each community, company or
organization; (c) for what purpose has each contribution been used; (d) for each community, company or organization, how many
people have been assisted; (e) have all of the original $867 million dollars been expended, and, if not, how much remains to be
expended; and (f) have additional funds been allocated to this action plan or under other government initiatives to assist those
negatively impacted by the tariffs put in place by the United States?

Private Members Bills or Motions: 
During the previous Parliament, Mr. Cannings sponsored Private Members Bill C-354, calling on the Public Works to allow the 
use of wood in construction projects.  The Bill died at dissolution at second reading in the Senate.  PEI Senator Diane Griffin 
(Liberal-appointed Independent) re-introduced the Bill as S-206 on December 11, 2019. 
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Paul Lefebvre 

Riding: Sudbury, ON 

Political Party: Liberal 

Profession:  Lawyer 

Elected to Parliament: 2015 

Biography: 
An accomplished tax lawyer, business owner, and former Commissioner to the Human Rights Commission of Ontario, Mr. 
Lefebvre is a resident of Northern Ontario with a passion for improving his community.  He owned the local private French-
language radio station, 98.9 FM (Le Loup), and expanded its reach by establishing a new station in the Nipissing area. He also 
owned the francophone newspaper, Journal Le Voyageur, where he transformed the weekly publication into a regional 
newspaper, increasing its circulation from 8,000 to 18,000.  Mr. Lefebvre is the past chair of the Sudbury Community Foundation 
and the 2011 Canadian Francophone games, and the past Vice-President of the Association de la presse francophone. A music 
enthusiast, he is also a founder and past chair of the Jazz Sudbury Festival.  Mr. Lefebvre taught international taxation at the 
University of Ottawa’s Faculty of Law, and has written articles on taxation that have appeared in numerous publications, 
including Lawyer’s Weekly and the Canadian Tax Journal. 

Analysis: 
Mr. Lefebvre is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural Resources.  The ability to appoint Parliamentary 
Secretaries to Committees has been reinstated by the government this Parliament.  He will play a key role in communicating the 
work of the committee to the Minister. 
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Yvonne Jones 

Riding: Labrador, NL 

Political Party: Liberal 

Profession: Journalist and Entrepreneur 

Elected to Parliament: 2013 

Biography: 
Ms. Jones is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs. While serving in 
opposition, Yvonne was the Liberal Critic responsible for Northern Development and the Canadian Northern Economic 
Development Agency, ACOA, as well as Search and Rescue.  Prior to her election to the House of Commons in May 2013, 
Yvonne was the Liberal MHA for Cartwright-L’anse au Clair since 1996. During her time has an MHA she served as the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Department of Works, Services and Transportation and to the Department of Health. In 2003, 
Yvonne Jones was the first female in the province to be appointed Minister of Fisheries & Aquaculture. She was also the Minister 
Responsible for the Status of Women. Yvonne Jones was appointed Interim Leader of the Liberal Party of Newfoundland and 
Labrador and Leader of the Official Opposition on November 15th, 2007. On July 30, 2010, Yvonne became the official Leader of 
the Liberal Party of Newfoundland and Labrador. 

A graduate of West Viking College, Yvonne began her career as a journalist and has worked throughout the province as a news 
reporter. She also carried out contract work as a researcher with Memorial University and as a Resource Employment Counselor 
with Human Resources Development Canada. Yvonne is also an entrepreneur and has owned and operated small businesses in 
Labrador in both the transportation and tourism sectors. Her first foray into politics was as Mayor of her hometown, Mary’s 
Harbour, Labrador, in 1991.  Through her volunteer work with the Battle Harbour Development Corporation, the Combined 
Councils of Labrador, the NunatuKavut and various literacy groups and councils, Yvonne played a significant role in improving 
the quality of life not only for the people of her district, but for the people of Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Yvonne has also served as the Vice-Chair of the Public Accounts Committee, which analyses the Federal Government’s 
spending along with the work of the Auditor General. 
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James Maloney 

Riding: Etobicoke—Lakeshore, ON 

Political Party: Liberal 

Profession: Civil Trial Lawyer 

Elected to Parliament:  2015 

Biography: 
In 2014, Toronto City Council appointed Mr. Maloney interim Councillor of Ward 5.  A civil trial lawyer by training, Mr. Maloney is 
originally from Thunder Bay but has lived and worked in Etobicoke for forty years. He earned his Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Bishop’s University, and his Law degrees from the University of Windsor and the University of Wales in Cardiff, UK.  Mr. Maloney 
is the former President of the Toronto Lawyers Club, served on the Board of Directors for the local Franklin Horner Community 
Centre and the Catholic Children’s Aid Society of Toronto. He is the proud recipient of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal.  He 
is Co-Chair of the Toronto Caucus and is a member of the Auto Caucus. 

Mr. Maloney was the Chair of the House Committee on Natural Resources throughout the entirety of the previous Parliament and 
the first session of the current Parliament.  He is also a member of the House Standing Committee on Justice and Human 
Rights. 
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Bryan May 

Riding: Cambridge, ON 

Political Party: Liberal 

Profession: Management 

Elected to Parliament:  2015 

Biography: 
Bryan May’s senior management experience spans roles with non-profit organizations including the YMCA, the Boys and Girls 
Club of Canada, and the University of Waterloo. Bryan served on the committee for the Oxford Active Living/Youth Action Plan, 
was a member of the Y Service Club, and was the Executive Treasurer of the Social Planning Council of Cambridge and North 
Dumfries— an organization focused on collecting, analyzing, and openly sharing data to strengthen community with the goal of 
eliminating poverty. Bryan’s volunteerism in Cambridge includes coaching baseball as well as being a long-time member of 
numerous charitable organizations. Bryan earned his Bachelor of Arts from the University of Waterloo. 

Mr. May is also a member of the House Standing Committee on Veterans Affairs. 
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Maninder Sidhu 

Riding: Brampton East, ON 

Political Party: Liberal 

Profession: Customs Broker 

Elected to Parliament: 2019 

Biography: 

Maninder Sidhu has lived in Brampton for the past 30 years. He mentors aspiring young entrepreneurs, and is the founder of The 
Kindness Movement Charity. This charity assists underprivileged school children and the less fortunate in India and here in 
Canada. After graduating from the University of Waterloo, Maninder built a successful customs brokerage business. 
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Patrick Weiler 

Riding: West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast—Sea to Sky Country, BC 

Political Party: Liberal 

Profession: Environmental and Natural Resource Management Lawyer 

Elected to Parliament: 2019 

Biography: 
Patrick Weiler is an environmental and natural resource management lawyer who grew up in both West Vancouver and Sechelt. 
During his career, he has supported governments around the globe to improve the management of aquatic ecosystems, as well 
as the governance of natural resource sectors on behalf of the United Nations and other international development agencies. Mr. 
Weiler has represented First Nations, municipalities, small businesses and non-profits on environmental and corporate legal 
matters within this riding, throughout British Columbia and around the world. 

Mr. Weiler is also a member of Standing Committee on Government Operations and Estimates. 
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Members of the 
House of Commons Standing Committee on Natural Resources (Oct 2020) 

Bob Zimmer 
Conservative 
Prince George—Peace 
River—Northern Rockies, 
BC 

Patrick Weiler 
Liberal 

West Vancouver-
Sunshine Coast 

Sea to Sky Country 
BC 

Richard Cannings 
NDP 

South Okanagan — 
West Kootenay, BC 

-Critic-

Greg McLean 
Conservative 
Calgary Centre, AB 
-Critic-

Maninder Sidhu 
Liberal 

Brampton East, 
ON 

Jeremy Patzer 
Conservative 
Cypress Hills— 
Grasslands, SK 

Dane Lloyd 
Conservative 
Sturgeon River— 
Parkland, AB 

James Maloney 
Liberal 

Etobicoke-
Lakeshore, ON 

Mario Simard 
Bloc Quebecois 

Jonquière, QC 
-Critic-

Bryan May 
Liberal 

Cambridge, ON 

Paul Lefebvre 
Liberal 
Sudbury 
Ontario 
-Parliamentary Secretary-

Yvonne Jones 
Liberal 

Labrador, NL 
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