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Meeting Objective 
The main objectives of the March 9 and 11 meeting were to hear from the 

three TAC (Technical Advisory Committee) sub-committees about their near 

final draft advice and the contractors performing research for the three 

TAC [Technical Advisory Committee) sub-committees. 

Day 1 

Agenda Item: Opening Remarks & Agency Update 

• The TAC [Technical Advisory Committee) co-chairs provided opening 

remarks. 

• The Agency's ex-officio member provided a territorial 

acknowledgement for the land on which the Agency representatives 

were located. 

• The Agency's ex-officio member provided an update on the work of the 

Minister's Advisory Council on Impact Assessment and the Indigenous 
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Advisory Committee, including an appearance at the former by a TAC 

(Technical Advisory Committee) member to discuss regional 

assessment. 

Agenda Item: Sub-committee on Health, Social, and Economic 
Effects Presentation 

• The sub-committee champions decided to yield their session time to 

the other sub-committees. 

• The champions noted that in the coming months, the sub-committee 

hopes to provide formal comments on the Agency's health, social, and 

economic guidance, to continue to examine mental health impacts, 

and to consider what role the Agency should play in ensuring that 

impact assessment research is conducted ethically. 

Agenda Item: Sub-committee on Cumulative Effects Presentation 

• The sub-committee champions provided an update on their work to 

date and next steps. They also sought input from TAC [Technical 

Advisory Committee) members on a few key areas, including when to 

do cumulative effects assessment (CEA (cumulative effects 

assessment)), temporal and spatial boundaries for CEA (cumulative 

effects assessment), the relation between regional assessment and 

CEA [cumulative effects assessment', and the how CEA [cumulative 

effects assessment) impacts the extent of significance. 

• TAC [Technical Advisory Committee) members discussed cumulative 

effects on Indigenous rights, urban vs. rural considerations, the 

circumstances where CEA [cumulative effects assessment) should be 

undertaken, and the timing of CEA (cumulative effects assessment) in 

the broader assessment process. Additionally, members discussed how 

CEA [cumulative effects assessment' is conducted in practice, the role 
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of proponents, and CEA [cumulative effects assessment) as a small 

piece of a broader need to address historic injustice and inequality. 

Agenda Item: Sub-committee on Positive Effects Presentation 

• The sub-committee champions provided an update on their work, 

including next steps. They presented a draft list of principles to be 

followed when considering positive effects and sought refinement 

from the TAC [Technical Advisory Committee) members. 

• TAC [Technical Advisory Committee) members discussed effects that 

go from positive to negative over time (or vice versa), the role of 

government in considering positive effects, and nuances around the 

recipients of positive effects. They also discussed how offsets should be 

considered, and how to foster collaborative relationships between 

proponents and communities. 

Day 2 

Agenda Item: Health, Social and Economic Effects Research 
Contract 

• The contractor presented their health, social and economic effects 

research, which focused on creating five memos: 1) overview; 2) 

critique of existing guidance; 3) integrating health impact assessment 

(HIA (health impact assessment)) into the wider impact assessment 

process; 4) assessment of the mental health impacts associated with 

environmental change; and 5) ethical research in HIA (health impact 

assessment). 

Agenda Item: Cumulative Effects Research Contract 
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• The contractor presented their cumulative effects research, which 

focused on a literature review with associated recommendations, as 

well as conducting a survey with key findings and recommendations. 

• TAC [Technical Advisory Committee) members discussed with the 

contractor the connection between cumulative effects and regional 

assessment, the thresholds for considering cumulative effects, how to 

adapt the approach taken for environmental CEA (cumulative effects 

assessment) to the context of health, social, and economic effects 

assessment, the privacy considerations that exist around health data, 

and the approaches that can be taken for a constructive CEA 

(cumulative effects assessment) process. 

Agenda Item: Positive Effects Research Contract 

• The contractor presented their positive effects research, which focused 

on a literature review and key interviews to be able to provide 

examples and suggested approaches for considering positive effects. 

• In response to the presentation, TAC [Technical Advisory Committee) 

members spoke to the relation between positive effects and 

cumulative effects, the connection with regional and strategic 

assessment, and the importance of planning for making the most of 

positive effects. 

Agenda Item: Recap and Next Steps 

• The TAC [Technical Advisory Committee) will connect towards the end 

of April to finalize a response letter to the Agency President's letter 

from July 2020. 

Take Aways 
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• The sub-committees will finalize their advice for submission to the 

Agency by mid-April. 

• The Agency will distribute the final contractor deliverables to all TAC 

(Technical Advisory Committee) members. 

• The Agency will distribute a draft response letter for member input. 
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