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Commissioner of the Environment and 
Sustainable Development (CESD)

 Established via 1995 amendments to the Auditor General Act:

• Appointed by Auditor General of Canada

• Audits the results of federal programs related to the environment 

and sustainable development (E&SD)

• Audits the implementation of the Federal Sustainable 

Development Strategy (FSDS) and departmental sustainable 

development strategies (SDS)

• Manages the environmental petitions process
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The CESD’s Reports to Canada’s Parliament

 2 reports per year

 4 audit topics per year plus annual petitions report
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The CESD’s Focus

 Performance audits

 SDS monitoring

 Petitions

 Being OAG’s E&SD specialist

 OAG’s SDS

 International work

 Sustainable development goals
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Performance Audits

 Topics have an E&SD focus but use the same methodology and have the same 

requirements as all audits done by the Auditor General

 Recent examples:
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Auditing the Federal Sustainable Development 
Strategy

Federal Sustainable Development Strategy 

• Can the targets and goals be assessed?

• How well are federal departments and agencies 

meeting targets and goals? 

• Report to Parliament on the fairness of the 

information in the progress report. 

Departmental sustainable development strategies 

• Assess implementation and progress.
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Environmental Petitions . . . 
A Voice for Canadians

The environmental petitions process is a way for 

Canadian residents to bring their concerns about 

environmental and sustainable development issues to 

the attention of the federal government and obtain a 

formal response from a minister.

For more information, visit: 

www.oag-bvg.gc.ca

http://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/
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Recent and Upcoming Work

 December 2019

• SDS 

• FSDS Progress Report 

• Petitions

• Perspective

 Spring 2020

• Transportation of Dangerous Goods

 Fall 2020

• Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals

• Water Basins

• SDS

• Petitions
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Priorities

1. 2030 Agenda—Sustainable Development Goals

 An OAG focus since 2016; all OAG work will contribute.

 Work with auditors in other countries to assess

• preparedness (2018)

• implementation (2020)

2. Climate change

 Past work focused on mitigation; adaptation (2014, 2017).

 Future work will consider finance, pan-Canadian framework

initiatives (2022).

3. Supporting the committee



Thank you!


