




Standing Committee on Public Accounts Appearance 

March 1, 2022 

11:00 to 13:00 ET/ 9:00 to 11:00 MT/ 8:00 to 10:00 PT 

*Link to join meeting to follow*

Overview 

• You will be appearing virtually before the Standing Committee on Public Accounts and will be

joined virtually by Naina Sloan, Vice President of Programs and Partnerships.

• The committee was established on December 16th , 2021. See Annex A for a list of committee

members.

• Its mandate is to review and report on the Public Accounts of Canada and all reports of the

Auditor General of Canada.

• To date, committee meetings have focused on releasing reports and committee business.

8:30AM 

MT 

Annotated Agenda 

Tech and sound check - 10 minutes 

o Chantal Edgar and Adriana Gerhman to coordinate

o House admin support will conduct test 1-2 days prior.

o Things to prepare/ check

• Tablet

• Boom Headset

• Camera

• Cell phone (charged)

• Teams chat (signed in on phone and tablet)

• "Do not disturb" notification set on Teams

o Materials to have on hand

• Appearance Binder

• Notepad

• Pens (working)

• Highlighter

9:00 AM - Welcome and Introduction: Study of Report 12, Protecting 

11:00 AM Canada's Food System 

MT o On December 9, 2021 the OAG release Report 12,

which focused on emergency programs that aimed to

support Canada's food system during the pandemic.

News release notes: 
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5.a. Program ndera Exam 

Canadian Seafood Stabilization Fund - Project Examples 

The Canadian Seafood Stabilization Fund (CSSF) provided non-repayable funding to 

fish and seafood processors to help them protect the health and safety of their 

employees in the context of COVID-19. The CSSF also provided repayable funding for 

processors to increase their ability to store, process, market and distribute seafood 

products. 

Project Examples 

Alberta 
#18741 Sgambaro's Signature Seafoods received $19,875 in Canadian Seafood 
Stabilization Fund (CSSF) repayable funding to implement a new market strategy and 
add refrigerated transportation capacity to support their fish processing facility in 
Edmonton, Alberta.

_ 
I 

I 

Saskatchewan 
#18123 The lie-a-la-Crosse Fish Company Inc. in Saskatchewan received $20,500 in 
Canadian Seafood Stabilization Funding (CSSF) non-repayable funding to upgrade 
health and safety equipment at the fish processing plant in response to COVID-19. 

Manitoba 
#18726 Kristjanson Fish Inc. received $52,466 of Canadian Seafood Stabilization 
Fund (CSSF) repayable funding to support the purchase of equipment needed to 
increase market responsiveness and ensure successful and safe operations during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. I 

















BRIEFING NOTE FOR THE MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE MINISTER 

RESPONSIBLE FOR PACIFIC ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CANADA 

FOR INFORMATION ONLY 

TITLE: Auditor General of Canada's Report on Protecting Canada's Food System 

SUMMARY: 

• The Auditor General of Canada's Report on Protecting Canada's Food System is one of a suite of

audits conducted to evaluate the effectiveness of government spending in response to the

COVID-19 pandemic. The report is scheduled to be tabled in Parliament on December 9, 2021.

• The report focuses on whether select federal organizations protected Canada's food system

during the pandemic by designing, delivering and managing programs to:

o reduce food insecurity in Canada, through the Emergency Food Security Fund, the

Surplus Food Rescue Program, and the Nutrition North Canada subsidy program; and,

o support the resilience of food processors in agri-food, and fish and seafood sectors,

through the Canadian Seafood Stabilization Fund (CSSF) and Emergency Processing fund.

• Of the audited programs, regional development agencies (RDAs) were only involved in the

implementation of the CSSF. Three RDAs delivered funding for the program: (1) Western

Economic Diversification Canada (WD), the precursor to Pacific Economic Development Agency

of Canada (PacifiCan) and Prairies Economic Development Canada; (2) Atlantic Canada

Opportunities Agency; and (3) Canada Economic Development for Quebec Regions.

• The Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau, who is responsible for Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada,

will lead on the response to the audit recommendations.

BACKGROUND: 

• Through the federal government's response to mitigate the impacts of the pandemic on

Canada's food sector, fish and seafood processors were identified as a key contributor to the

sector, which faced unique economic challenges due to pandemic.

• The CSSF, administered by RDAs, provided over $62.5 million to support fish and seafood

processors adapt to the pandemic and put measures in place to keep workers safe.

• A total of $11,220,214 in funding was approved by WD, protecting up to 2,100 jobs in Western

Canada and contributing to the protection of food security. Of this, $8,552,207 was delivered

across 69 projects in BC, protecting up to 1,900 jobs.

• The Protecting Canada's Food System audit is important because Canadians and

parliamentarians need assurance that these programs achieved their intended outcomes by

reaching Canadians facing food insecurity and by supporting the resilience of the food-



processing sector. The findings of this audit may help the government better prepare for future 

crises. 

• The audit covered the period of March 2, 2020 to June 4, 2021. The final report is to be tabled

on December 9, 2021.

• The Office of the Auditor General wrote to Ministers responsible for the audited programs to

offer a discussion prior to release. Departmental officials will participate in a scheduled pre

review of the final report.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND SOURCE OF FUNDS: 

• There are no financial implications associated with this issue.

PACIFICAN ANALYSIS: 

• Based on the draft report, RDAs are not directly implicated in the audit recommendations,

which were directed at Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC}, Fisheries and Oceans Canada

(DFO}, and Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada (CIRNAC).

• The draft report included the following findings:

o the government had not developed a national emergency preparedness and response

plan that considered a crisis affecting the entire food supply chain despite it being

considered critical infrastructure since 2009;

o departments and agencies drew on existing programs and engaged broadly with various

stakeholders to create new emergency food programs;

o while GBA+ and sustainable development were considered in program design, they

weren't always measurable, and programs' contributions to sustainable development

weren't always clear;

o oversight controls were in place for program delivery and monitoring funding. However,

there were some inconsistencies in program design which led to unfair treatment of

applicants and recipients across regions; and,

o programs helped to mitigate some effects of the pandemic on Canada's food system.

However, because of shortcomings in information gathering, departments and agencies

could not show they had achieved results against all of the outcomes intended to

reduce food insecurity or support the resilience of food processors in the agri-food and

fish and seafood sectors.

• AAFC, DFO and CIRNAC have prepared a joint response to the recommendations in the

Public Environment/Communications column of the Auditor General Report on Canada's Food

System (Enclosure 1}. As well, a joint Ministerial Statement will be publicly released on

December 9, 2021 (Enclosure 2}. PacifiCan has prepared responsive media lines for you, should

you be pressed to comment on the Auditor General's report (Enclosure 3}.

• RDA officials further note that:

o PacifiCan and PrairiesCan will cooperate with AAFC as needed, as the department leads

in the completion a national emergency preparedness and response plan;

o GBA+ and sustainability were assessed during the development and design phases of

CSSF. RDAs will track and report against their regular suite of Departmental Results

Framework Indicators, including GBA+ and sustainability measures;



o differences in program design may reflect regional differences in sectoral structures, as

well as different regional priorities and needs; and,

o impacts of the pandemic are still ongoing and being assessed. Further time will be

required to show program results against all intended outcomes.

NEXT STEPS: 

• The report will be tabled on December 9, 2021.

o Departmental officials will participate in a scheduled pre-review of the report on

December 7, 2021.

o The involved departments and agencies are coordinating proposed public messaging

that you may choose to use.

• PacifiCan officials are available to provide a briefing upon your request.

Dylan Jones 

President 

Enclosures: 

2021-12-06 

Date 

1. Joint Response to the Auditor General of Canada's Report on Protecting Canada's Food System

2. Government of Canada welcomes the Auditor General's report on Protecting Canada's Food

System (Joint Ministerial Statement, December 9, 2021}

3. Media Lines: Protecting Canada's Food System - Office of the Auditor General Report
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overnment of Canada welcomes the Auditor 

eneral's repo 

Food System 

on Protecting Canada's 

From: Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 

Statement 

December 9, 2021 Ottawa, Ontario 

The Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food, Marie-Claude Bibeau, the Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and 

the Canadian Coast Guard, Joyce Murray, and the Minister of Northern Affairs, Daniel Vandal today 

issued the following statement in response to the Auditor General's report on Protecting Canada's Food 

System: 

"Today, we welcome the Auditor General's report on Protecting Canada's Food System. We recognize 

the importance of the findings and accept the recommendations. 

Since the very beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, our Government has worked tirelessly to safeguard 

the health and well-being of Canadians. At a time when we faced disruptions to food processing and 

from going to waste, 

affordable for resident 

their communities. 

isks cif:fciod insecurity, we took quick 

trong foundation of existing programs and 

s, and we engaged broadly with 

ood, we rolled out programs to address issues across the 

nagement. We put measures in place to keep workers 

the tables of people facing food insecurity, prevented good food 

nding to make food and other essential items more accessible and 

rthern communities. Our government further supported locally

dividuals and families had access to healthy and affordable food in 

Food systems are essential for the health and well-being of Canadians and the strength of our economy. 

We are committed to working across all levels of government and with stakeholders to better prepare 

for future crises affecting the food system. 

The Government of Canada is committed to fairness, transparency, and accountability in program design 

and implementation. We also recognize the importance of collecting and reporting on data on Gender

Based Analysis Plus (GBA+) and sustainable development objectives in government initiatives, to ensure 



that we respond to the needs of diverse groups of Canadians, and take into account the social, 

economic, and environmental dimensions of sustainable development. 

As we move ahead in our efforts to strengthen the food supply chain, we will grow from the valuable 

lessons that we have learned during the pandemic, and continue to work collaboratively so that 

Canadians from coast to coast to coast have reliable access to more affordable, safe, and nutritious 

food." 

Contacts 

Oliver Anderson 
Director of Communications 
Office of the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food 

613-462-4327

Media Relations 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario 
613-773-7972
1-866-345-7972

,ii' ,,,,,,.< 

Jane Deeks 
Director of Communications 
Office of the Minister of Fisheries, Oceans 
and the Canadian Coast Guard 
343-550-9594
Jane. Deeks@dfo-mpo .gc. ca

Media Relations 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
613-990-7537
Media.xncr@dfo-mpo.qc.ca

Ryan Cotter 
Director of Communications 
Office of the Honourable Daniel Vandal 
Minister of Northern Affairs, Minister responsible for Prairies Economic Development Canada 
and Minister responsible for the Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency 
819-953-1153

Media Relations 
Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada 
819-934-2302





November 25, 2021 

MEDIA LINES 

Protecting Canada's Food System - Office of the Auditor General Report 

ISSUE 

On Thursday, December 9, 2021, the Office of the Auditor General of Canada (OAG) will table 

the Performance Audit on Protecting Canada's Food System. The audit focuses on Canada's 

food supply during the COVID-19 pandemic and covers, among other federal food-related 

programs, the Canadian Seafood Stabilization Fund (CSSF), which Western Economic 

Diversification Canada (WO), now PacifiCan and PrairiesCan, delivered in Western Canada on 

behalf of the Department of Fisheries and Oceans. 

It is expected that the audit will indicate that WO and other participating departments were 

successful in meeting the CSSF objectives. 

KEY MESSAGES 

• The Government of Canada welcomes the Auditor General's report on Protecting

Canada's Food Supply. We recognize the importance of the findings and accept the

recommendations.

• Economically, workers in Canada's fish and seafood processing sector were some of the

first to feel the impacts of COVID-19. The pandemic changed the market drastically, and

required fish and seafood processors to adopt to both new market conditions and new,

challenging safety measures very quickly.

• Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) has focused on a strong economic recovery the

fish and seafood sector is a part of, while ensuring the safety of workers in the sector.

• That's exactly why the $62.5 million Canadian Seafood Stabilization Fund (CSSF) was

launched. This fund was designed to help the industry weather the impacts of COVID-

19, and to retool and rebrand both in the short-term and long-term, while ensuring the

safety of workers in the sector.

• By continuing to work with partners in Canada's fish and seafood sector to help grow

and diversify its consumer-base, we ensured that the sector sees a strong recovery and

sustained growth.

• In the West, the program was delivered by Western Economic Diversification Canada
(WO), now PacifiCan and PrairiesCan.

• In the West, a total of $11,220,214 in funding was approved and up to 2,100 jobs were
protected.



• These investments helped recipients increase storage to deal with excess inventory,
ensure the health and safety of workers, adopt advanced manufacturing technologies
and adapt to changing requirements and demand.

• I am pleased that the Auditor General's findings note that the RDAs, including WD, were
successful in meeting the objectives of the CSSF.

• While there are no specific recommendations specific to the RDAs, we acknowledge the
findings in the Auditor General's report and are committed to working together to make
appropriate adjustments to future delivery of emergency relief funding.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

01) Why did the CSSF allow Personal Protective Equipment as an eligible expense while other

programs, like the Emergency Processing Fund for the meat-packing industry did not?

A 1) Consultations with industry stakeholders during program development identified PPE as a 

key need for the sector for reducing outbreaks at seafood processing facilities. This ensured 

that seafood processors in BC were able to keep their workers safe and operate efficiently to 

maintain food security in Canada. 

02) Why did seafood processors in the Atlantic and West have slightly different rules than in

Quebec?

A2) The structure of the industry is different and has different needs across the country. in order 

to ensure the program was effective and met regional needs, it was important that 

implementation met national objectives while being locally adapted and agile. 

03) Why was reporting on the results of the CSSF so unreliable?

A3) Impacts of the pandemic are still ongoing and being assessed. Further time will be required 

to show program results against all intended outcomes. 

04) Why did the Investment Agriculture Foundation of BC deliver the program in British

Columbia?

A4) The IAFBC's proven track record of program delivery was recommended during 

consultations with industry associations to help meet expected demand for the program. 



BACKGROUND 

On December 9, 2021, the Office of the Auditor General of Canada (OAG) will table the 
Performance Audit on Protecting Canada's Food System. The audit focuses on whether federal 
organizations protected Canada's food supply during the COVID-19 pandemic by, "effectively 
designing, delivering and managing programming". This audit includes the Canadian Seafood 
Stabilization Fund (CSSF). 

The $62.5 million Canadian Seafood Stabilization Fund (CSSF) was launched on April 25, 2020. 
The Department of Fisheries and Oceans was the lead department for the CSSF, which was 
delivered by ACOA, Western Economic Diversification Canada (WO), and Canada Economic 
Development for Quebec Regions (CED). 

It is expected the audit findings will indicate that WO and other participating departments were 
successful in meeting the objectives of the CSSF 

PREPARATION AND APPROVALS 

PREPARED BY: 

KEY CONTACT: 

APPROVED BY: 

Ben Letts 

Michael Burridge 
Martin Sutherland 

604 379 9626 

604-404-3983
778-558-1864





Prairies Economic 
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PROTECTED B 

BRIEFING NOTE FOR THE MINISTER OF NORTHERN AFFAIRS, MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR 

PRAIRIES ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CANADA AND MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 

CANADIAN NORTHERN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

FOR INFORMATION ONLY 

TITLE: Auditor General of Canada's (OAG) Report on Protecting Canada's Food System 

SUMMARY: 

• The report is scheduled to be tabled in Parliament today December 9, 2021.

• The report focuses on whether select federal organizations protected Canada's food system during the

pandemic. It raises concerns regarding the lack of a national emergency preparedness and response

plan to address food supply chain challenges, inconsistencies in program design across impacted

regions, and difficulty in measuring GBA+ impact and the overall results.

• The Canadian Seafood Stabilization Fund (CSSF), administered by Regional Development Agencies

(RDA), provided over $62.5 million to support fish and seafood processors adapt to the pandemic and

put measures in place to keep workers safe. In the west, approximately $9M in federal funding was

invested to support this sector including approx. $500,000 invested in 17 projects across the Canadian

prairies.

• The Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau, who is responsible for Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, will

lead on the response to the audit recommendations.

• The joint response by the primary organizations implicated in the audit (Agriculture and Agri-Food

Canada, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, and Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada) is

attached as Annex A along with the proposed key messages in Annex B developed by Prairies

Economic Development Canada.

BACKGROUND: 

• The Auditor General of Canada's Report on Protecting Canada's Food System is one of a suite of audits

conducted to evaluate the effectiveness of government spending in response to the COVID-19

pandemic.

• Of the audited programs, RDAs were only involved in the implementation of the CSSF. Three RDA's

delivered funding for the program: (1) Western Economic Diversification Canada (WD), which is now

Pacific Economic Development Agency of Canada (PacifiCan} and Prairies Economic Development

Canada (PrairiesCan; (2) Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency (ACOA}; and (3) Canada Economic

Development for Quebec Regions (CEDQ).

• Through the federal government's response to mitigate the impacts of the pandemic on Canada's food

sector, fish and seafood processors were identified as a key contributor to the sector, which faced

unique economic challenges due to pandemic.

Prepared by: Name: Hicham Aitelmaalem 

Title: and 
·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.· ... ·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.··· ·.·.·.·.·.·•.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.· . ·. ·  " 

Approved Name: SundeepCheema 

by: Title: Chief Financial Officer and Executive Director, Finance 

& 

CCM # MIN PR00132 



PROTECTED B 

• The Protecting Canada's Food System audit is important because Canadians and parliamentarians need

assurance that these programs achieved their intended outcomes by reaching Canadians facing food

insecurity and by supporting the resilience of the food-processing sector. The findings of this audit may

help the government better prepare for future crises.

• The total funding available for Protecting Canada Food System was $515 million between the various

programs and organizations:

o Emergency Food Security Fund - $300M

o Emergency Processing Fund - $77.SM

o Canadian Seafood Stabilization Fund - $62.SM

o Surplus Food Rescue Program - $SOM

o Nutrition North Canada - $25M

• The audit covered the period of March 2, 2020 to June 4, 2021.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND SOURCE OF FUNDS: 

• There are no financial implications associated with this issue.

PrairiesCan ANALYSIS: 

• Based on the draft report, RDAs are not directly implicated in the audit recommendations, which were

directed at Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC), Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO), and

Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada (CIRNAC).

• The report included the following findings:

o the government had not developed a national emergency preparedness and response plan

that considered a crisis affecting the entire food supply chain despite it being considered

critical infrastructure since 2009;

o departments and agencies drew on existing programs and engaged broadly with various

stakeholders to create new emergency food programs;

o while GBA+ and sustainable development were considered in program design, they were not

always measurable, and programs' contributions to sustainable development were not always

clear;

o oversight controls were in place for program delivery and monitoring funding. However, there

were some inconsistencies in program design which led to unfair treatment of applicants and

recipients across regions; and,

o programs helped to mitigate some effects of the pandemic on Canada's food system. However,

because of shortcomings in information gathering, departments and agencies could not show

they had achieved results against all of the outcomes intended to reduce food insecurity or

support the resilience of food processors in the agri-food and fish and seafood sectors.

• RDA officials further note that:

o PrairiesCan will cooperate with AAFC as needed, as the department leads in the completion a

national emergency preparedness and response plan;

o GBA+ and sustainability were assessed during the development and design phases of CSSF.

RDAs will track and report against their regular suite of Departmental Results Framework

Indicators, including GBA+ and sustainability measures;



PROTECTED B 

o inconsistencies in program design may reflect regional differences in sectoral structures, as

well as different regional priorities and needs; and,

o impacts of the pandemic are still ongoing and being assessed. Further time will be required to

show program results against all intended outcomes as the department continue to collect the

results of its investments.

NEXT STEPS: 

• The Office of the Auditor General may reach out to you to discuss the report.

• PrairiesCan officials are available to provide a briefing upon your request.

Dylan Jones 

Interim Deputy Minister 

Enclosures: 

Annex A-Joint Response to OAG on Protecting Canada's Food System 

12/9/2021 

Date 

Annex B - MEDIA LINES - Protecting Canada's Food System -Office of the Auditor General Report 
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Annex B 

December 8, 2021 

MEDIA LINES 

Protecting Canada's Food System - Office of the Auditor General Report 

ISSUE 

On Thursday, December 9, 2021, the Office of the Auditor General of Canada (OAG) will table the 
Performance Audit on Protecting Canada's Food System. The audit focuses on Canada's food supply during 
the COVID-19 pandemic and covers, among other federal food-related programs, the Canadian Seafood 
Stabilization Fund (CSSF), which Western Economic Diversification Canada (WO), now PrairiesCan and 
PacifiCan, delivered in Western Canada on behalf of the Department of Fisheries and Oceans. 
It is expected that the audit will indicate that WO and other participating departments were successful in 
meeting the CSSF objectives. 

KEY MESSAGES 

• Workers in Canada's fish and seafood processing sector were some of the first to feel the economic

impacts of COVID-19. The pandemic changed the market drastically, and required fish and seafood

processors to adapt quickly to new market conditions and challenging safety measures.

• Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) led the $62.5 million Canadian Seafood Stabilization Fund

(CSSF) to help the industry retool and rebrand for the short-term and long-term, and ensure the safety

of workers in the sector.

• In the West, the program was delivered by Western Economic Diversification Canada (WO), now
PrairiesCan and PacifiCan.

• On the Prairies, $507 thousand was invested in 17 projects to support the fresh water fishery and
seafood industries.

• The program helped recipients increase storage to deal with excess inventory, ensure the health and
safety of workers, adopt advanced manufacturing technologies and adapt to changing requirements
and demand.

• I am pleased that the Auditor General's findings note that the RDAs, including WO, were successful in
meeting the objectives of the CSSF.



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

01) Why did the CSSF allow Personal Protective Equipment as an eligible expense while other programs, like the
Emergency Processing Fund for the meat-packing industry did not?

A 1) Consultations with industry stakeholders during program development identified PPE as a key need for the 
sector for reducing outbreaks at seafood processing facilities. This ensured that seafood processors in the 
West were able to keep their workers safe and operate efficiently to maintain food security in Canada. 

02) Why did seafood processors in the Atlantic and West have slightly different rules than in Quebec?

A2) The structure of the industry is different and has different needs across the country. In order to ensure the 
program was effective and met regional needs, it was important that implementation met national objectives 
while being locally adapted and agile. 

BACKGROUND 

On December 9, 2021, the Office of the Auditor General of Canada (OAG) will table the Performance Audit on 
Protecting Canada's Food System. The audit focuses on whether federal organizations protected Canada's 
food supply during the COVID-19 pandemic by, "effectively designing, delivering and managing programming". 
This audit includes the Canadian Seafood Stabilization Fund (CSSF). 

The $62.5 million Canadian Seafood Stabilization Fund (CSSF) was launched on April 25, 2020. The 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans was the lead department for the CSSF, which was delivered by ACOA, 
Western Economic Diversification Canada (WO), and Canada Economic Development for Quebec Regions 
(CED). In the West, a total of $9,059,439 in funding was approved and up to 2,100 jobs were protected. 

The DFO-led CSSF plays a minor role in this chapter of the OAG report. The key finding is that the government 
had not developed a national emergency preparedness and response plan to address a crisis affecting the 
entire food supply chain despite it being considered critical infrastructure since 2009. Criticisms are largely 
aimed at Agriculture and Agri-food Canada. As such Minister Bibeau will take the lead. Minister Vandal will be 
implicated due to his responsibility for the Nutrition North program at Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern 
Affairs Canada. 

PREPARATION AND APPROVALS 

PREPARED BY: 

KEY CONTACT: Hicham Aitelmaalem 780-984-9710 

APPROVED BY: Robert Makichuk 613-324-9550 





Standing Committee on Public Accounts: Committee Members 

Tom Kmiec, CPC, Calgary Shepard 

Social Media Analysis: 

Tom Kmiec was born in Poland and immigrated to Canada in the mid-

1980s. Tom is serving his third term on behalf of the residents of Calgary 

Shepard. He is the former national conservative caucus chairman in the 

43rd Parliament and served previously on the finance and foreign affairs 

committees. Tom has championed awareness for persons with rare 

disorders as well as tax fairness for persons with disabilities through his 

private member's bill that would improve accessibility to the disability 

tax credit. He has also worked on legislation governing equalization and 

transfers as well as bereavement leave for parents of underage children. 

He studied at Concordia University in Montreal and obtained a Master's 

degree from Regent University in Virginia, USA. He has served for 

cabinet ministers both provincially and federally. He is a past policy 

manager with the Calgary Chamber of Commerce and the past registrar 

for the human resources profession in the province of Alberta. 

• Feb. 19: Posted on Facebook about his opposition to the Emergencies Act.

• Feb. 18: Tweeted that Coastal Gaslink protestors in BC had smashed vehicles and confronted

employees, and asked if the situation met the threshold for the Emergencies Act.

• Feb. 8: Tweeted his opposition to vaccine mandates.

• In January, retweeted tweets about CBC, inflation, and vaccine mandates.

Parliamentary Analysis: 

• Serves as Deputy House Leader of the Official Opposition.

• Working to change the law to extend bereavement time for parents, and this was passed in a bill in

December 2021.



Vice-Chairs 

Jean Yip, Lib., Scarborough-Agincourt 

Social Media Analysis: 

After completing her degree at the University of Toronto, Jean pursued 

a career in insurance and underwriting, becoming a team leader in her 

field. Jean holds the Fellow Chartered Insurance Professional 

Designation. In Parliament, Jean sits on the Standing Committee on 

Public Accounts and Special Committee on Canada-China Relations. She 

also serves as Co-Chair of the Liberal Seniors Caucus. Jean is also a 

member of the Liberal Party's Caucuses on Immigration, and Mental 

Health as well as Women's and Scarborough Caucuses where she brings 

attention to the issues facing the people of Scarborough-Agincourt. 

Jean is a member of the Canada-China Legislative Association, as well as 

the Canada-Armenia, Canada-Philippines Parliamentary Friendship 

Group, and the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. Since being 

elected, Jean has spoken in the House of Commons on many issues 

including student employment, pension security, National Daffodil Day, 

the Anniversary of Armenian Independence, and removing barriers to 

STEM. 

• Feb. 18: Posted about vaccine booster eligibility for 12 to 17 year olds.

• Feb. 17: Posted on Facebook about the Canada Learning Bond.

• Overall, Twitter feed promotes mainly local events.

Parliamentary Analysis: 

• Recent speeches on seniors and immigration.



Nathalie Sinclair Desgagne, BQ, Terrebonne 

Social Media Analysis: 

Elected as MP in 2021, Nathalie is an experienced economist. Having 

worked at the European Bank of Investment, she returned to her home 

in Quebec in 2017 to pursue a career in the world of Quebecois affairs. 

A graduate of McGill and Oxford, she continues her academic 

involvement by contributing to numerous academic works. She 

specialized in economic development and the environment at the 

l'ecole normale superieure in Paris. 

• On Feb. 20, posted on Facebook about her opposition to the Emergencies Act.

• On Feb. 18, she met with colleagues from the Quebec National Assembly to discuss the economy

and the interests of her constituents.

• On Feb. 17, she posted on Face book about the work of the PACP Committee and stated that the

committee asked to see the accounts of the Public Sector Pension Plan's investment portfolio.

Parliamentary Analysis: 

• Most interventions in the Chamber this session have been regarding the Old Age Security Act.

• At the Feb. 3
th PACP meeting, she asked questions about money disbursed to oil companies, and

their related accountabilities. She also asked if the government should go farther and ask for all

financial institutions to disclose their climate risks similar to the United Kingdom and New Zealand.



Members 

Valerie Bradford, Lib., Kitchener South-Hespeler 

Social Media Analysis: 

Valerie is passionate about universally affordable and accessible 

childcare, which will allow parents to fully participate in the workforce. 

Valerie has spent the last 15 years supporting small businesses and 

bringing jobs and investments to Waterloo Region as an economic 

development professional for the City of Kitchener. She is the current 

Chair of the Workforce Planning Board, serving for the past eight years. 

Valerie's goal is to ensure that Canadians everywhere have access to 

safe and affordable housing that meets their needs. She has been a 

member of the Kitchener South-Hespeler Federal Liberal Riding 

Association Board since 2016, most recently serving as its Policy Chair. 

• Tweets about International Day of Women and Girls in Science, local constituency work, and

investments benefitting her constituency.

Parliamentary Analysis: 

• At the Feb.8th PACP meeting, she spoke about enhancing transparency and improving

communication with the public and all sectors of society. She asked about strengthening Canadians'

awareness of the climate crisis and the measures to address it. She also asked about the principle of

intergenerational equity and how to incorporate it into institutional decision-making.



Richard Bragdon, CPC, Tobique-Mactaquac 

Social Media Analysis: 

Richard Bragdon brings nearly 25 years of experience in working with 

the public in roles such as: a Realtor, Vice President of a non

profit/charitable organization, a Pastor, an Executive Director of an 

agricultural management service provider, and volunteer. Richard has 

also served on various Boards and advisory councils for both charitable 

and governmental organizations. Richard recently served as the elected 

Conservative Party of Canada National Council Member for New 

Brunswick. Richard spends time volunteering with a local First Nations' 

Community Outreach, assisting those struggling with mental health and 

addiction related issues, as well as working with seniors. 

• Feb. 7: Tweeted in support of Private Members' Bill "Fairness for Farmers" (Bill C-234).

Parliamentary Analysis: 

• At the PACP meeting on Feb.81h
, he asked the Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable

Development how many megatonnes of carbon have been reduced due to the carbon tax. He stated

that the carbon tax has caused inflation and is most likely to have a more consequential impact on

low-income Canadians living in rural Canada.



Michael Cooper, CPC, St. Albert-Edmonton 

Social Media Analysis: 

Michael Cooper is the Conservative Member of Parliament for St. 

Albert-Edmonton. First elected in October 2015 and re-elected in 

October 2019, Michael serves as member of the Standing Committee on 

Justice and Human Rights. Earlier in the current Parliament, Michael 

served as the Official Opposition Deputy Shadow Minister for Finance 

and as a member of the Standing Committee on Finance. In the last 

Parliament, Michael served as the Official Opposition Deputy Shadow 

Minister for Justice. He also served as Vice-Chair of the Standing 

Committee on Justice and Human Rights and Vice-Chair of the Special 

Joint Committee on Physician-Assisted Dying. Michael has been a strong 

advocate for victims and strengthening Canada's criminal justice 

system. Michael has also worked closely with victims of impaired 

driving. He has advocated for mandatory sentences for impaired driving 

offences. Michael has also been an advocate for jurors, which 

represents the last form of mandatory civic duty in Canada. In the last 

Parliament, Michael introduced Bill C-417, which seeks to amend the 

Criminal Code so that jurors suffering from mental health issues arising 

from their jury service can disclose all aspects of their jury service with 

medical health professionals without criminal penalty. The Bill passed 

unanimously at all stages in the House of Commons. The 2019 election 

was called before the Bill could be voted on in the Senate. Following the 

election, Michael is working with Conservative Senator Pierre-Hughes 

Boisvenu in championing similar legislation, Bill S-212. Michael has been 

a vocal advocate for strengthening relations with democratic Taiwan. In 

January 2020, he called on the Prime Minister to support Taiwan's 

participation in the World Health Organization, as part of an 

internationally coordinated response to COVID-19. In reply, the Prime 

Minster announced for the first time Canada's support for Taiwan's 

participation. Prior to being elected Michael worked as a civil litigator at 

a leading Edmonton law firm. 

• Tweets his opposition to the Emergencies Act and its threat to democracy.

Parliamentary Analysis: 

• At the Feb.81h PACP meeting, he asked for a breakdown of the money spent on international climate

finance. He also asked if it was possible for the government to realistically meet its goal of 45%

reduction.



Blake Desjarlais, NDP, Edmonton Griesbach 

Social Media Analysis: 

Blake Desjarlais (he/him) was born in Edmonton and raised in the 

Fishing Lake Metis Settlement. Blake made history in September 2021 

when he was the first openly Two-Spirit person and Alberta's only 

Indigenous Member of Parliament to have been elected to the House of 

Commons. Blake currently serves as the Caucus Vice Chair and Critic for 

Treasury Board, Diversity and Inclusion, Youth, Sport and Post

Secondary Education. Blake is the Deputy Critic for 2SLGBTQI+ Rights 

and Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship. 

• Recent tweets are about the Emergencies Act, the need for the federal government to step in after

the Coutts blockade, and supporting charities local to his constituency.

Parliamentary Analysis: 

• At the Feb. g
th PACP meeting, he mentioned Alberta workers and asked how the federal government

could identify and assist communities and workers most affected by the transition to a low carbon

economy. He also asked how the government could ensure it's hearing the voices of people who are

impacted by the transition to a just economy the most.

the government allocated no money to the 

small businesses, arts, tourism and 



Han Dong, Lib., Don Valley North 

Social Media Analysis: 

Raised and educated in Toronto, Han, his sister, and his parents 

immigrated to Canada from Shanghai in the early 1990s. In 2019 Han was 

elected as the Member of Parliament for Don Valley North. He currently 

serves as the Co-Chair Canada-China Legislative Association, a member of 

the Standing Committee on Human Resources, Skills, and Social 

Development and the Status of Persons with Disabilities, and a member of 

the Standing Committee on Access to Information, Privacy, and Ethics. 

Prior to being elected to the House of Commons in Ottawa, Han served as 

a Member Provincial Parliament (MPP) at Queen's Park from 2014-2018, 

standing up for public education, and consumers rights. Han has 

advocated for safer communities, easing traffic congestion, action to 

combat climate change, and housing affordability. 

• Feb. 10th: Tweeted about a meeting with Canadian Colleges for a Resilient Recovery to support

Canada's transition to a low-carbon labour market.

Parliamentary Analysis: 

• At the Feb.8th PACP meeting, he asked what percentage of Canada's GHG reduction can be

attributed to federal measures, as opposed to other levels of government. He also asked about

measure the federal government can take to ensure that there is consistency across all levels of

government.



Peter Fragiskatos, Lib., London North Centre 

Social Media Analysis: 

Peter Fragiskatos was first elected as the Member of Parliament for 

London North Centre in 2015. In this role, Mr. Fragiskatos previously 

served as a member of the National Security and Intelligence Committee 

of Parliamentarians, the Standing Committee on Finance, and the Special 

Committee on Canada-China Relations. He was also a member of various 

other committees, parliamentary associations, and inter-parliamentary 

groups. In December 2021, Mr. Fragiskatos was appointed by the Prime 

Minister to serve as the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of 

National Revenue. Prior to entering federal politics, Mr. Fragiskatos was a 

political scientist at King's University College at Western University and a 

media commentator. His works have been published by major Canadian 

and international news organizations, including Maclean's, The Globe and 

Mail, The Toronto Star, BBC News, and CNN. Born in London, Ontario, Mr. 

Fragiskatos has served on the boards of Anago (Non) Residential 

Resources Inc. and the Heritage London Foundation. Mr. Fragiskatos holds 

a Political Science degree from Western University, a master's degree in 

International Relations from Queen's University, and a PhD in 

International Relations from Cambridge University. 

• Most of his recent tweets concern the Emergencies Act and the situation in London and Windsor.

Parliamentary Analysis: 

• At the Feb. g
th PACP meeting, he asked how lessons learned from the COVID-19 emergency response

could be applied to the crisis of climate change. He also asked about greater collaboration between

federal and provincial governments, and asked for an opinion on the importance of nuclear energy.



Philip Lawrence, CPC, Northumberland-Peterborough South 

Social Media Analysis: 

Philip Lawrence was first elected as the Member of Parliament for 

Northumberland-Peterborough South in the 2019 General Federal 

Election. He is currently a member of the Standing Committee on Justice 

and Human Rights. In February of 2020, Philip tabled his Private 

Members Bill, C-206, An Act to amend the Greenhouse Gas Pollution 

Pricing Act (qualifying farming fuel). Prior to working in politics, Philip 

earned his BA in Political Science at Brock University. He went on to 

attend Osgoode Hall Law School and the Schulich School of Business to 

obtain his law degree and MBA. He started his practice in law with a 

focus on taxation and corporations. In 2008, he joined one of Canada's 

largest financial institutions, becoming the third generation in his family 

to work in Financial Services. 

• Recent tweets are about the Emergencies Act and growing polarization.

Parliamentary Analysis: 

• At the Feb.8th PACP meeting, he asked if greenhouse gas emissions goals had been achieved and if

not, how far away the government was. He also asked if the government had achieved any of the

international carbon reduction targets, and asked if the carbon tax was having any meaningful

impact on carbon emissions.



Brenda Shanahan, Lib., Chateauguay-Lacolle 

Social Media Analysis: 

Brenda holds an MBA, a Bachelor of Social Work and a Bachelor of History. 

During her career as a banker, social worker and financial educator, she 

provided counsel in financial management and developed financial literacy 

workshops and materials as well as being a commentator on financial 

issues for various media outlets. A long-time resident of Chateauguay and 

mother of three adult children, Brenda has been involved in a number of 

organizations such as Amnesty International and the Canadian Federation 

of University Women. Elected as the Member of Parliament for 

Chateauguay-Lacolle in 2015, Brenda served on the Special Joint 

Committee on Physician-Assisted Death, the Standing Committee on 

Public Accounts and the Standing Committee on Government Operations 

and Estimates. She was then appointed to the Committee of 

Parliamentarians on National Security and Intelligence. She was also Vice

Chair of the Quebec Liberal Caucus, Vice-Chair of the Liberal Women's 

Caucus and Co-Chair of the Multi party Global Health Caucus. For her 

second term (2019- ), she continues to serve on the Committee of 

Parliamentarians on National Security and Intelligence. She is also Vice

Chair of the Standing Committee on Access to Information, Privacy and 

Ethics as well as Treasurer of the Liberal Women's Caucus and Treasurer of 

the Rural Liberal Caucus. 

• Recent tweets about the Ottawa protests.

Parliamentary Analysis: 

• At the Feb.81h PACP meeting, she asked after the biggest obstacles to coordinating work that needs

to be done on the ground to achieve our greenhouse gas emissions targets, focusing on governance

and accountability.

 





Media Analysis related to Report 12: Protecting Canada's Food System (Canadian Seafood 

Stabilization Fund) 

The media has shown little interest in the audit of the Canadian Seafood Stabilization Fund (CSSF) as 

outlined in Report 12: Protecting Canada's Food Supply. 

These brief mentions are neutral and informative: 

• 

• 

• 

"Around the Hill. .. 

Canada's auditor general will release a series of reports on Dec. 9, including one that looks at 

protecting Canada's food system and another that looks at the health and safety of agricultural 

temporary foreign workers during the COVID-19 pandemic." 

"Around Town .... 

Auditor General KAREN HOGAN drops four reports, which will be tabled in the Commons at 2 

p.m.-ish. These ones are biggies: protecting Canada's food system; the health and safety of

temporary foreign workers in the Covid era; the regional relief and recovery fund; and 

enforcement of Covid quarantine and testing orders." 

Telegraph Journal; January 13, 2021) 

Passing mention of the Canadian Seafood Stabilization Fund only. 










