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April 9, 2018

Dear Mr. Young,
On behalf of the Canadian Veal Association (CVA) please accept our comments regarding the Canada-European Union Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) Regulatory Cooperation Forum.
While the Canadian veal industry welcomes the opportunity to increase its exports with the new trade agreements, we are very concerned about the impact that these same agreements will have on our own domestic market when there is a trade imbalance.  This ultimately impacts the viability of our producers and processors.
The Canadian veal industry is a relatively small sector, in comparison to the other livestock sectors, representing 800 million dollars in agricultural sales and therefore much more susceptible to any type of market fluctuations.  
We do have concern for the competitiveness of the veal industry in Canada when faced with a barrage of imported European veal, often produced at lower costs than our domestic production. It is critical that our industry remain viable therefore request that the principle of reciprocity be implemented on all imported European veal coming into Canada.  
The CVA defines reciprocity in that all imported veal meat must be held to the same production standards and regulations as what we have in Canada.  For example, Canadian veal producers do not have access to the same approved livestock medicines as what European veal producers have.  This imbalance creates a lower cost of production for European veal producers.  Doxycycline, ceftiofur, fluoroquinolones and colistin are all examples of products frequently used in the production of veal in Europe but are not approved for use in Canada.  
To be clear, the CVA is not requesting that ceftiofur, fluoroquinolones and colistin become approved products in Canada for veal production, we acknowledge the importance Category I antimicrobials represent to human health; we are, however, requesting that veal produced with those products are not permitted entry into Canada keeping all veal safe to Canadian consumers.
As Canada works towards a One Health approach and is making a concerted effort to reducing the amount of Category I products used in livestock production the CVA questions why meat with these products would be allowed into Canada.  The Canadian veal sector has made a conscientious effort to reduce the amount of Category I products used in veal production, implemented testing programs to warrant their use as well as reducing overall antibiotic use in veal production.  We ask that consumers have the same safe food standards from imported veal that we have here in Canada in the veal sector ensuring a safe and equal playing field. 
Access to products like ceftiofur, fluoroquinolones and colistin does provide European veal producers a competitive advantage over Canada.  If Canada is to remain competitive we must operate on a level playing field with Europe to further avoid greater potential economic losses.  Access to antibiotics need to be the same for both countries.
As of March 10, 2018 there have been 99 tonnes of European veal imported into Canada vs. seven tonnes for the same time period in 2017 (Veal Supply at a Glance-Canada, Red Meat Section, AAFC).  These increased veal imports are entering Canada and putting a strain on the domestic Canadian veal industry and directly displacing Canadian veal.  Couple this increased volume of European veal coming into Canada with the fact that European veal producers are high volume/low cost producers, one can see the difficulty in remaining viable let alone competitive.  
Without the principles of reciprocity implemented for veal production standards and equal access to the same products used in veal production, the CVA believes that a competitive disadvantage exists.   However, with reciprocity comes the opportunity for regulatory cooperation by providing an equal and level playing field amongst both the Canadian and European veal sectors by ensuring veal raised with products that are not approved in Canada not be permitted import entry into Canada. 
Should you have any questions about these comments, please feel free to contact Jennifer Haley, Executive Director at 519-824-2942 or at jhaley@livestockalliance.ca to discuss further. I look forward to working towards a solution on this issue with you and your team.

Sincerely,

Original signed

Bob Wynands,
President





	 



