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April 9, 2018


Brennen Young, Director
Regulatory Cooperation
Regulatory Affairs Sector
Treasury Board of Canada Secretariat
Email: rcd-dcmr@tbs-sct.gc.ca


Dear Mr. Young:

Re: Canada-European Union CETA Regulatory Cooperation Forum 
– Stakeholder Comments

The Grape Growers of Ontario (GGO) acting under the authority of the Ontario Farm Products Marketing Commission represents 500 processing grape growers including 180 wineries on 17,000 acres of vineyards in Ontario.  Over 60% of the country’s vineyard acreage is located in Ontario with the rest in British Columbia, and smaller acreages in other provinces.

According to a 2017 Economic Impact report prepared for the Canadian Vintners Association, the Canadian grape and wine industry generates total economic impact of $9 billion including $1.7 billion in tax revenues, and mark-ups to liquor boards.  It attracts 3.7 million tourists and creates over 37,000 jobs.  VQA wine sales (made of 100% Ontario-grown grapes) represent 10.8% of the volume of wine sold in the province, with 33.6% International Canadian Blend, for a total of 44.4% of wine sold in Ontario that is Ontario made. Imported wine captures 55.6% of the wine sales in the province.

The Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) regularly works with industry on new pesticide regulations at a global level or as joint registrations, particularly with the United States. There is a need for harmonization of acceptable uses, product availability, and maximum residue limits of pest management products between Canada and the European Union in order to secure equal access to products for minor uses and specialty crops such as grapes.  Harmonization of pesticides would mean having the same pesticides registered for the same pests, crops, rates, and Maximum Residue Limits (MRL).  In the absence of Maximum Residue Limits being set by a country, the identification of any trace amount of residue may be used as a reason to deny entry of the product into the country.  Common MRLs and overall harmonization of pesticides will remove non-trade barriers and facilitate trade. 

Grape Growers of Ontario is a founding member of the Canadian Grapevine Certification Network that is working toward a national domestic clean plant program to address plant virus issues and develop a consistent supply of disease-free vines for the industry, which traditionally relies on imported plant material from France and Germany. Currently, the industry is faced with two grapevine viruses in particular, Leafroll and Red Blotch, which significantly reduce grape quality and yield. While sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measures should not create unjustified barriers to trade, it is also important to consult with industry on plant health issues with respect to SPS import requirements.

The alignment of plant protection products and risk assessment, and a joint review process for pesticides with minor uses is imperative for producers of specialty crops such as grapes to have the necessary products for plant health and eliminate non-trade barriers.  Consistency in regulation and policies can provide for an efficient and cost-effective regulatory framework as well as ensure competitiveness of our agricultural industries.


Yours truly,




Debbie Zimmerman, CEO
Grape Growers of Ontario
d.zimmerman@grapegrowersofontario.com

cc:	Matthias Oppenlaender, Chair, Grape Growers of Ontario
Craig Hunter, Research & Crop Protection, Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers Association











