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JOINT SUBMISSION FROM CIAC AND CEFIC
 TO THE CETA REGULATORY COOPERATION FORUM

INTRODUCTION
As members of the International Council of Chemical Associations (ICCA), the Chemistry Industry Association of Canada (CIAC) and the European Chemical Industry Council (Cefic) agree that enhanced regulatory cooperation would maintain high levels of protection for human health and the environment while promoting resource and cost savings for both governments and industry from the more efficient interaction of different regulatory regimes.  Regulatory cooperation is about supporting more efficient, transparent and cost-effective approaches to chemicals management between trading partner countries while respecting national sovereignty and statutory/regulatory requirements in any jurisdiction.
The ICCA has developed a set of principles that CIAC and Cefic wish to leverage to promote common understanding of their chemicals management systems and the requirements these impose which can help narrow differences in regulatory outcomes and build confidence between regulators.  Ultimately, it is believed that regulatory cooperation can prevent unnecessary regulatory divergences that create non-tariff barriers and harm economic competitiveness.  

For regulators, cooperation is an opportunity to share scarce resources, increase transparency and facilitate engagement with counterparts in key trading partner countries. Enhanced regulatory cooperation can help streamline and accelerate certain work processes such as the prioritization of chemicals for further evaluation and completion of risk assessments. All of these opportunities will contribute to increased efficiency and certainty in the regulatory process for the regulator and the regulated community. 
 
PRIORITIES FOR REGULATORY COOPERATION
CIAC and Cefic have identified the following areas as core priorities for enhanced regulatory cooperation by Canada and the EU under the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA):
	Transparent regulator-regulator interactions and transparency in regulatory processes

Cooperation on prioritization of substances for review and collaboration on risk-based chemical assessment.
Enhanced scientific cooperation, particularly on emerging regulatory issues.

The CIAC and Cefic believe the most effective and efficient approach to sound chemicals management is through a combination of transparent science and risk-based regulations and voluntary industry initiatives such as Responsible Care® and the Global Product Strategy (GPS) ICCA regulatory toolbox/Principles and Elements of a Chemicals Management System 
http://www.icca-chem.org/ICCADocs/ICCA_Regulatory_toolbox_inter.pdf. 
Enhanced regulatory cooperation can help promote common understanding and prevent divergences in legislation prior to their enactment. Increased cooperation will lead to more regulatory certainty, objectivity and transparency.  It will also increase efficiency, minimize duplication of effort and costs for governments and industry alike.  Reducing non-tariff barriers to trade will facilitate greater economic growth and innovation while still sustaining high standards of safety.  
Regulatory cooperation should promote a common science-based evaluation framework for risk-based decision making with clear criteria and processes.  Following are global industry principles defined by priority areas for engagement by government administrations, regulatory agencies and stakeholders:

Transparency
Developing mechanisms to increase transparency will build confidence in each other’s regulatory process and serve as the basis for cooperation between regulators. Key areas encompass:
	Commitment by regulators to early publication of draft regulatory initiatives in public domain with meaningful opportunities for stakeholders to provide comment and input into regulatory proposals at the various stages of the regulatory process. 

Shared reviews of regulatory impact assessments for existing policy areas and for the identification of future regulatory priorities as part of a long-term dialogue.
Mechanisms for joint consultation between regulators early in the development of new regulations to identify opportunities to align regulatory decisions, to prevent and eliminate unnecessary regulatory divergences that create non-tariff barriers and harm economic competitiveness.
	Dialogue on the national interpretation of regulatory definitions, standards and scientific evidence. 

Prioritization

Collaboration towards a common risk-based approach of prioritization for chemicals assessment and management will provide for optimal allocation of scarce resources. Burden sharing between governments will significantly accelerate the completion of risk assessments.  Governments should prioritize chemicals of highest concern with a focus on chemicals in commerce with highest hazard and highest potential for exposure.  

Chemicals assessment

Shared approaches to chemicals assessment will prevent trade-related divergences and support mutually-beneficial economic integration.   Additionally, this will specifically support improved understanding and engagement of various stakeholders, including small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and the public, and build confidence in regulatory systems.  
To encourage shared approaches, the following areas need to be considered:  
	Impact Assessments -  require impact assessments including a review of potential trade related impacts from draft regulation.
	Design – transparency and flexibility in the design of chemical assessments will help promote broad understanding of the key issues to be assessed and the specific methods, assumptions, and evaluation procedures to be utilized. Input from the research community and stakeholders should be part of this activity, so that the most up-to-date data can be obtained, and the most relevant methods can be considered and used. 
	Data Generation – promote common data formats and languages, regulatory definitions and standards allowing transferability and reducing the need for duplicative data generation including shared approaches towards testing. Facilitate use of alternative approaches to minimize animal testing. 
	Data Sharing – encourage regulators to share data and data assessments, with consent of industry data owners and appropriate safeguards to ensure the protection of commercial and proprietary interests and enforceable commitments under intellectual property rules. 
	Classification and labeling –   encourage adoption of common classification and labelling following the UN Purple Book eliminating the need for dual classifications and allowing flexibility between the different revisions.
	Data Evaluation – utilize transparent, consistent and scientifically objective data evaluation protocols including methods, assumptions, assessment factors and evaluation procedures to evaluate studies. 
	Scientific evidence – base data selection and assessments on a clear and consistent framework that takes into account, and integrates, all relevant data and information and gives the greatest weight to information from the most relevant and highest quality studies. 
	Confidential business information – establish mutually accepted criteria for defining and protecting CBI.


CIAC and Cefic believe that these priorities can serve as a basis for enhanced regulatory cooperation.  This will in turn ensure strong protection of health and environment, increase transparency for all stakeholders and support building consumer confidence while significantly reducing costs for regulators and industry alike.
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