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Submitted via e-mail to rcd-dcmr@tbs-sct.gc.ca

28 February 2018

IFIA and CEOC are pleased to provide the following comments on Canadian Government’s Call for proposals for regulatory cooperation activities in the Regulatory Cooperation Forum (RCF) under CETA.

IFIA and CEOC represent the world’s leading international testing, inspection and certification bodies active in over a hundred countries around the world and a highly qualified work force of over 400.000 employees. IFIA and CEOC members offer conformity assessment services, including testing, inspection, certification, systems audits, training, technical and documentary support. These services provide global market access for manufacturers, and help ensure that not only regulatory requirements are fulfilled, but also that reliability, economic value, environmental impact and sustainability are enhanced.

IFIA and CEOC encourage Canadian Government to include the topic of cybersecurity in its dialogue in the Regulatory Cooperation Forum (RCF) under CETA.

Cybersecurity is one of the major challenges technological progress brings along in the era of digitalisation, touching virtually all areas of citizens’ life as well as all sectors of industry and economy and critical infrastructures of originary security concern for states and governments.
Since the assurance of cyber security is an imperative for all connected IT-systems and products, it has an inherent global dimension which is best dealt with at a global level. Canada’s collaboration with Europe and other major economic areas of the world to fight cyber threats appears to be a natural approach. 
On 13 September 2017 the European Commission adopted the ‘EU Cybersecurity Act’, which is currently passing through the legislative process in the European Parliament and the Council. IFIA and CEOC have been active providing comments and engaging European officials in order to support the successful roll out of this important initiative. 
In this context, close collaboration between Canada and the European Union should be pursued in order to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of actions to prevent states, economies and citizens from the detrimental consequences of globally occurring cyber-attacks.
Thank you for your consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any questions. 
Sincerely,
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