
 

 

Summary of the Indigenous Advisory Committee (IAC) Meeting 

June 15-16, 2021 

Virtual Meeting (day 1) 

 
Meeting Objectives 
For IAC to move forward on priority areas for 2021-22 including Indigenous Knowledge and 
Assessing Impacts to Rights. 
 
Agenda item: Introduction & opening remarks 
The meeting began with a cultural welcome and an opening prayer from an Indigenous Elder. 
Members reflected on the recent unmarked graves discovered near the location of a former 
residential school and took time to remember those lost. The Co-Chair provided an overview for 
the two-day meeting focusing on priorities. The Ex-Officio member noted Agency updates 
including the Minister’s Advisory Council on Impact Assessment report which was tabled 
publicly and circulated to the Committee members. 
 
Agenda item: IAC advice delivered in 2020-21 and potential priority areas for 2021-22 

The Agency’s President provided comments to the committee on their advice delivered to date 
and discussed potential priority areas for 2021-22. Areas of focus included: 

1. Further work on Collaboration and Cooperation: advice to the Agency on Collaboration 
Agreement models that integrate IACs “Principles to inform Collaboration Agreements 
Between Indigenous Nations and the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada” 

2. Assessing Impacts on Rights: Continued work on developing principles and guidance for 
proponents, developing principles and guidance that can help guide proponents during 
early engagement 

3. Indigenous Knowledge Tools in Impact Assessment: providing input on Agency tools 
including frequently asked questions, standards for reviewing Indigenous Knowledge in 
proponent submissions and templates for confidentiality agreements 
 

Agenda item: Scoping IAC priority areas 
 
The Co-Chair discussed the scope of each priority area with members as well as potential 
deliverables that could be associated with each area of focus. 

 Assessing Impacts on Rights - Members agreed that Assessing Impacts of Rights work 
should have a broader scope to include advice to the Agency staff, third parties and 
proponents.  

o 6 members volunteered to sit on a sub-committee which would bring preliminary 
work to the IAC in October and then finalize principles based on IAC’s feedback. 

 Further work on Collaboration and Cooperation – members agreed to provide 
feedback on a collaboration agreement model to incorporate principles developed by 
IACs Collaboration Agreement sub-committee. 



 

 

o The Collaboration Agreement sub-committee will re-convene to discuss work 
planning and the possibility of providing several model templates based on 
principles developed. 

 Indigenous Knowledge – Members were supportive of providing advice on Indigenous 
Knowledge tools in impact assessment which will be the focus of October’s meeting.   

 Discussion on Emerging issues – The co-chair noted a portion of meeting time will be 
dedicated to informal dialogue with the Agency on practical challenges, gaps and work. 

 
 
Agenda item: Re-cap of day one and plan for day 2.  
The Co-Chairs provided a re-cap of the meeting and outlined the objectives for day 2, including 
next steps for Assessing Impacts on Rights work. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  
 
  



 

 

Summary of the Indigenous Advisory Committee (IAC) Meeting 

June 16, 2021 

Virtual Meeting (day 2) 

 
Agenda item: Plan for day 2 

For IAC to move forward on priority areas for 2021-22 including Indigenous Knowledge and 
Assessing Impacts to Rights. 
 
Agenda item: Assessing Impacts on Rights: Overview of key areas of work for the Agency 
 
An Agency official provided an overview of how the Agency works with proponents to provide 
context to the advice the Agency is seeking. The current Agency direction was showcased, 
including guidance for proponents on gathering information, conducting studies and engaging 
Indigenous peoples in collaboration. Expectations for proponents is set out in the Tailored 
Impact Statement Guidelines (TISG), including the nature of the dialogue. 
 
 
Agenda item: Mikisew Cree’s Approach to Impact Assessments 
Dr. Ginger Gibson from the Firelight Group presented past work and methods on Mikisew 
Cree’s culture and rights work as well as existing work on cultural mitigation.  A cultural 
mitigation toolkit is being developed to build in Indigenous perspectives and cultural values into 
biophysical mitigations. 

Members discussed the following key topics: 
 Consent – In addition to the stepwise approach to understanding decisions, 

communication with different beings is also important. 
 Western culture – imbalance with defining Indigenous culture and not Western culture 
 Funding – view that proponents should be providing the funding when a right is impacted 

 
Agenda item: Assessing Impacts on Rights: Next steps and approach for this work  

 The co-chair led a discussion with members to determine an approach for providing final 
advice to inform Agency guidance to proponents on early engagement with and support 
for Indigenous communities to prepare for Assessing Impacts on Rights. 

 6 members volunteered to advance this work through a sub-committee 

 It was determined the sub-committee would first focus on principles to present to IAC at 
the next meeting in October. 

Agenda item: Collaboration Sub Committee Update and next steps 

The Collaboration Agreement sub-committee Champion provided an update on the final 
deliverable “Principles to Inform Collaboration Agreements between Indigenous Nations and the 
Impact Assessment Agency of Canada” which is now posted on the Agency webpage. 



 

 

o An Agency official presented a table of contents for a Collaboration Agreement 
model for IAC’s feedback.  The Agency would benefit from IACs advice on the 
development of model agreements.   

Agenda item: Updates 

 Co-Chairs updated members on a standing agenda item for emerging issues to discuss 
practical challenges, gaps and work as needed and suggested for the fall the item focus on 
Agency responses to the advice received to date. 

 An Agency official provided an update on Interdepartmental Indigenous Knowledge 
Policy Framework which is in the final stage of engagement with funding to support 
Indigenous participation through written comments or open regional calls. 

o Members agreed to review the final framework once comments from the summer 
engagement are incorporated in addition to the Committee’s interim advice 
provided in January 2021. 
 

Agenda item: Wrap-up and Closing prayer 
The next meeting will be October 13-24, 2021.  Members will work through sub-committees to 
advance the priorities over the summer. The meeting ended with a closing prayer from an 
Indigenous Elder. 
 

 
  



 

 

 

Indigenous Advisory Committee  
 

Action Items from June 15-16 
 

Secretariat Action Items: 
 Prepare meeting summary for Members to review and finalize; 
 Circulate Google doc link for IAC meeting calendar 
 Circulate email of volunteers for the sub-committee members for the coming year. 
 Provide update on when a face-to-face meeting may be feasible 

Members’ Action-items: 
 Review meeting summary;  
 Confirm interest to participate in current and new Sub-Committees. 
 Indigenous Knowledge and Impacts on Rights Sub-Committee Champions to work with 

Agency to send placeholder for next sub-committee meetings. 
 

 
  



 

 

Attendees 
 
IAC Co-Chairs 
Sue Chiblow 
Kyle Vermette 
 
IAC Committee Members 
Deana Sappier  
Paul Jones 
Jocelyn Gosselin 
Rachel Olson 
Angel Ransom  
Melody Lepine 
Suzie O’Bomsawin 
Stanley Oliver  
Elmer Ghostkeeper 
 
Impact Assessment Agency 
David McGovern  
Patricia Brady  
Terry Hubbard 
Ian Ketcheson 
Brent Parker  
Susan Winger 
Janice Zeitz 
Emily Fairbairn 
Alan MacKinnon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


