
 

 

Summary of the Indigenous Advisory Committee (IAC) Meeting 

October 13-14 2021 

Virtual Meeting (day 1) 

 
Meeting Objectives 
To provide Agency, TAC/IAC and IAC Subcommittee updates to IAC members and for 
members to provide input on the Collaboration Agreement sub-committees’ draft table of 
contents. 
 
Agenda item: Introduction & opening remarks 
The meeting began with a cultural welcome and an opening prayer from an Indigenous Elder. 
The Co-Chair provided opening remarks, noting an appreciation for sharing IAC’s advice at an 
Agency Senior Management Committee meeting.  
 
Agenda item: Recent updates on Agency work 

IAC’s Ex-Officio member provided several updates on recent Agency work recognizing the 
Agency is currently in a phase of ministerial transition with no anticipated changes to Committee 
work. An overview of recent Minister’s Advisory Council on Impact Assessment meetings was 
provided noting MINAC chair has an interest to meet with TAC/IAC in the context of the 
Indigenous cooperation regulations. An update was also provided on the Indigenous Knowledge 
Policy Framework. Three information sessions were held over the summer to provide Indigenous 
communities and organizations a high level overview of the Framework with time for questions. 
A call for funding was also launched in May to support Indigenous communities and 
organizations review of the Framework. The Agency will circulate the revised framework to IAC 
following the consideration of feedback with the three other implicated Departments and 
Agencies in Winter 2022. 

 
Agenda item: Update on how IAC Advice has been used 
The Ex-Officio member provided an update on how IAC advice on two key priority areas of 
Indigenous Knowledge and Collaboration Agreements have been incorporated into IAC work to 
date.  IAC advice provided on Indigenous Knowledge included high level principles which have 
been incorporated into the Interdepartmental Indigenous Knowledge Policy Framework. It was 
noted certain elements would fit better into Agency guidance and the Agency continues to have 
internal dialogue on issues related to timelines.  IAC advice on collaboration to date includes 
high level principles such as self-determination, decolonization of law and policy advanced 
through collaboration agreements, and relationship-based collaboration agreements. These 
principles will be reflected in the collaboration agreement template that the collaboration 
agreement sub-committee is currently working on. 
 
Agenda item: Discussion on IAC Advice 
Members discussed the effectiveness of IAC advice and whether the current approach is 
effective to ensure good dialogue on the advice. Members acknowledged operational realities 
and Indigenous peoples’ concerns around timelines. It was suggested the Agency examine the 



 

 

more challenging recommendations to bring back to the respective sub-committees to examine 
how it could be modified or better explained, perhaps under the “emerging issues” standing 
priority item. 

 

Agenda item: IAC/TAC Sub-Committee on IK & Science Presentation 
The Joint Sub-Committee Champion provided an update on the recommendations to the Agency 
on the weaving of IK and Western science, for the Agency’s advice to proponents regarding the 
including of Indigenous knowledge in the early planning phase. The Co-Champions for the sub-
committee have also submitted a proposal for the 2022 IAIA Conference in Vancouver. 
Members were asked to submit any examples of case studies for best practices of integrating IK 
and Western science. 

 

Agenda item: Update on Assessing Impacts on Rights Sub-Committee work 
The Champion of the Assessing Impacts on Rights Sub-Committee provided an overview on 
work to date on drafting principles for impact assessment. Most recent meetings focused on 
drafting a statement of work for a contractor to pen a document on a set of principles to the 
Agency on its priority to consider how to clarify expectations to proponents with respect to the 
assessment of impacts on rights, with attention paid to how the Agency can support robust 
nation-to-nation, government-to-government, Inuit-Crown relationships between the Agency and 
Indigenous communities. The Sub-Committee will review this document. An overview was also 
provided on a presentation made to the sub-committee on Mikisew Cree First Nation’s 
methodology for assessing impacts on rights in the context of the Frontier Oil Sands Mine 
Project. Next steps will be for the sub-committee to hear an update on the contracting process, to 
hear from a members on the Strategic Rights Plan of Wolastoquey Nation and to work on 
finalizing the list of Principles that will be drafted.  
 

Agenda item: MS Teams IAC Channel 
An Agency official provided information on a new channel set up for members to connect with 
each other and Agency staff as well as to view meeting materials.  
 
Agenda item: Presentation on Draft Contents for Model Collaboration Agreements 
The Champion of the Collaboration Agreement Sub-Committee presented the draft contents for 
model collaboration agreements. The sub-committee has integrated the Principles for 
Collaboration Agreements endorsed by IAC in April 2021 into clauses within a collaboration 
agreement model. Members agreed to provide feedback on the template itself through email 
followed by the Agency’s internal review of the draft to ensure consistency with the Agency’s 
legal and policy framework. 
 

 
 
  
 
  



 

 

Summary of the Indigenous Advisory Committee (IAC) Meeting 

October 14, 2021 

Virtual Meeting (day 2) 

 
Agenda item: Plan for day 2 

To provide Agency, TAC/IAC and IAC Subcommittee updates to IAC members and for 
members to provide input on the Collaboration Agreement sub-committees’ draft table of 
contents. 
 
 
Introduction to Indigenous Knowledge in Impact Assessment Policy Products 
An Agency official provided an update on three policy products for Indigenous Knowledge in 
Impact Assessment including: External frequently asked questions, internal frequently asked 
questions and best practices for Agency staff doing impact assessment. IAC’s initial thoughts on 
these products is being sought including scope, additional questions that should be included and 
additional best practices to keep in mind about proponent’s work with IK. 
 
Approach for IAC work on Indigenous Knowledge Policy Products in Impact Assessment 
Co-chairs led a discussion on IAC’s role in providing feedback on the IK Policy products. An 
Agency official noted future Agency IK work will include tools for confidentiality agreements 
and templates for a letter documenting confidentiality procedures.  Members decided to provide 
feedback on the policy products at a dedicated breakout session following an upcoming session 
on Indigenous Knowledge & Science delivered by two Traditional knowledge experts. 
 

Agenda item: Emerging issue: Indigenous Cooperation Regulations Engagement and 
Circle of Experts  
The Ex-Officio member provided an update on the Indigenous Cooperation regulations noting 
the work continues the process which was initiated in 2019 to seeks views from Indigenous 
peoples on their objectives for participation and collaboration in the conduct of impact 
assessment, as well as their interest in Indigenous-led assessments and recognition as 
jurisdictions under the Act. The Ex-Officio member walked through the next phase of this work 
which would establish a Circle of Experts (CoE) which would be a technical body established for 
the purpose of co-developing a discussion paper with the Agency. The Agency noted the CoE is 
envisioned as a sub-committee of the IAC and the Agency would work with the IAC to establish 
selection criteria and identify potential technical experts. The IAC members discussed the 
proposal and supported the proposed path forward.  
 
Wrap-up and next steps 
The Co-Chairs provided a recap of action items for the priority areas of Collaboration and 
Indigenous knowledge. The next meeting will occur February 15-16, 2022. The Agency noted 
the location has yet to be determined and is dependent on the travel landscape.  The meeting 
ended with a closing prayer from an Indigenous Elder. 
 



 

 

 
  



 

 

 

Indigenous Advisory Committee  
 

Action Items from October 13-14 
 

Secretariat Action Items: 
 Prepare meeting summary for Members to review and finalize 
 Share detailed document of IAC feedback on IK Framework once revised (December 

2021) 
 Schedule IK session with Traditional Knowledge experts (scheduled Nov 22), followed 

by breakout sessions on IK Policy Products in Impact Assessment (scheduled December 
2 and 9) 

 Circulate policy documents on Indigenous Knowledge in Impact Assessment 
 Circulate draft selection criteria for the CoE 
 Identify any challenging recommendations that need to go back to sub-committees to be 

re-worked 

Members’ Action-items: 
 Review meeting summary 
 Review and provide feedback on the Collaboration Agreement template (November 1, 

2021) 
 Provide additional feedback on Joint Sub-Committee recommendations to Rachel 

(October 22, 2021/complete) 
 Members were asked to submit any examples of case studies for best practices of 

integrating IK and Western science for IAIA  
 Provide feedback on the CoE criteria (early Nov)  

 
 
  



 

 

Attendees 
 
IAC Co-Chairs 
Sue Chiblow 
Kyle Vermette 
 
IAC Committee Members 
Deana Sappier  
Paul Jones 
Jocelyn Gosselin 
Rachel Olson 
Angel Ransom  
Melody Lepine 
Suzie O’Bomsawin 
Stanley Oliver  
 
Impact Assessment Agency 
Brent Parker  
Susan Winger 
Janice Zeitz 
Emily Fairbairn 
Kayla Carman 
Carolyn Dunn 
 
Regrets 
Elmer Ghostkeeper 


