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Thank you Mr. Chair, 

Pleasure to be joining this committee from the island of 
Newfoundland – the ancestral homelands of the Mi’kmaq and 
Beothuk peoples. And, one of Canada’s oil producing 
provinces. 

The Canada-U.S relationship is like no other. The strength of 
it has withstood challenges and turbulence, particularly over 
the past four years. 

Make no mistake – the U.S. needs Canada. President Biden 
has emphasized rebuilding, and strengthening our bilateral 
relationship. Focusing on our common mission of net-zero by 
2050. Building a low-emissions energy future that leaves no 
energy worker and no energy-producing region behind. 

It’s why the first meeting with a foreign leader was with our 
Prime Minister, and why we had a high-level Summit. 

I attended that meeting. My colleagues and our counterparts 
agreed to a Roadmap for renewal, designed to strengthen this 
relationship. To rebuild our economies while leaving no one 
behind. And to lead the world in addressing the climate crisis. 

Our energy and natural resource sectors are central to that 
Roadmap. There are no two other countries with such highly-
integrated energy sectors as ours. 70 pipelines and nearly 3 
dozen transmission lines cross the border. 



         
         

  

 

           
    

  

  

     

 

            
     

  

           

  

           
   

  

     

  

Over $100bn in energy trade, every year. Over 2 million 
barrels of oil, per day. They are our single largest customer. 

Now  let  me  be  very clear  –  we’re  disappointed  with  President  
Biden’s decision  to  revoke  Keystone  XL’s permit.  In  fact,  we’re  
very unhappy with  the  decision,  and  we’ve  told  them  that.  
Directly.  And  clearly.  

The US will still need Canadian heavy crude – that does not 
change with President Biden’s decision. 

Four  years ago,  in  Houston,  the  Prime  Minister  said  “Nothing  
is more  essential  to  the  U.S.  economy  than  access  to  a  
secure,  reliable  source  of  energy.  And  Canada  is that  
source.”   It  was true  then,  it  remains  true  today.  

Which brings me to Enbridge’s Line 5. 

It is a critical energy and economic link. It is vital to Canada’s 
energy security, and to America’s. 

Thousands of jobs, on both sides of the border, depend on it. 

Thousands of homes, on both sides of the border, depend on 
it for heating. 

We take threats to our energy security very seriously. 



          
       

 

           
         

     

 

       
            

         
        

  

         
        

          
       

         
      

  

      
      

           
          

 

           
        

         
         

      

Which is why we raised Line 5 directly with the President and 
members of his Cabinet during our meetings last week. 

I assure members that we are looking at all our options. A 
shutdown of Line 5 would have profound consequences, in 
Canada and the United States. 

Yesterday, I met with my counterpart, Secretary Granholm, 
who might I add, has a link to Newfoundland, and as a former 
governor of Michigan, understands how critical Line 5 is to the 
state. I raised it as a matter of energy security. 

I understand Ambassador Hillman will be speaking to this 
committee later today. Let me take this opportunity to thank 
her, Detroit Consul General Joe Comartin, the team at the 
Canadian embassy in Washington, and all our diplomats who 
have been engaging on this issue in Washington, Detroit and 
Lansing and who defend Canada’s interests every day. 

There are challenges in this bilateral relationship. Including 
softwood lumber. Duties imposed are unwarranted. Unfair. 
Hurt our workers. Hurt our industry. On both sides of the 
border. And, we raised that with the President last week. 

But I believe the windshield is larger than the rear view mirror. 
Because there is more alignment in this relationship now than 
there ever has been before. Not only with the goals of the 
Government of Canada, but with the goals of the governments 
of Alberta and Saskatchewan. 



  

       
   

  

       
         

      

  

         
    

 

    

  

     
         

 

 

  

          
        

        

There  are  opportunities to  make  this relationship  even  
stronger,  and  it’s a  relationship  that  is bigger  than  one  project  
or  one  piece  of  energy infrastructure.  

The Roadmap for a Renewed U.S.-Canada Partnership 
presents us with a plan. 

A plan to protect our “highly integrated” energy infrastructure, 
like Line 5. To maintain the security and resiliency of supply 
chains, like Canadian crude heading southbound. 

A plan to renew and strengthen existing bilateral agreements. 
On critical minerals. 

Advancing nature-based climate solutions. 

Harmonizing standards and regulations. To increase 
competitiveness. And provide an even playing field for our 
companies. 

It’s about  people.  It’s about  workers,  and  ensuring  that  no  
worker  is left  behind.  Ensuring  that  no  energy producing  
region  or  province  –  like  mine  - is left  behind.  We  will  need  the  
ingenuity,  determination,  and  hard  work of  our  energy workers  
- in  our  energy-producing  provinces - to  build  our  low-
emissions  energy future.  

Mr. Chair, as I said at the outset, this is the single most 
important bilateral relationship for Canada. We got this 
relationship right with an unpredictable President over the 



             
           

      
      

  

      

   

        
 

      
    

       
  

      
  

 

    

 

past four years, and we will get it right and make it even 
stronger with a predictable one for the next four – to the 
benefit of workers in Alberta, Saskatchewan, Newfoundland 
and Labrador, and right across Canada. 

I’m joined here today by my officials; 

• Jean-Francois Tremblay, Deputy Minister 

• Mollie Johnson, Assistant Deputy Minister, Low Carbon 
Energy Sector 

• Glenn Hargrove, Assistant Deputy Minister, Strategic 
Petroleum Policy and Investment Office 

• Jeff Labonte, Assistant Deputy Minister, Lands and 
Minerals Sector, and 

• Beth MacNeil, Assistant Deputy Minister, Canadian 
Forest Service 

We welcome your questions. 



 

 

  
 

 

        

       
        

             
   

 

  

  
    

  

  

  
  

  

   

   
 

   
  

   
   

  
 

   
   

   
 

 

Energy Security 
March 3, 2021 

ISSUE 

Given the highly integrated nature of North American energy systems, a joint 

Canada-U.S. approach that supports and advances energy development, 
infrastructure and supply chains is critical to ensuring a reliable, resilient, and 

secure supply of energy for North America and the world, in support of building an 
inclusive low carbon economy. 

KEY MESSAGES 

o The Canada-U.S. energy relationship is critical to 
ensuring the national security, energy security and 
economic future of both nations. 

o With over 70 pipelines and over 30 transmission lines 

criss-crossing our border, Canada and the U.S. share one 
of the most highly integrated energy systems in the 
world. 

o This relationship also supports over 100 billion dollars 

of two-way trade and thousands of well-paying jobs on 
both sides of the border, spurring innovation and 

providing access to safe, affordable energy across North 
America. 

o The deep integration of our energy system benefits both 
countries by strengthening our energy security, lowering 
energy and capital costs, and enhancing the reliability of 
supply. 

o However, this level of integration also poses potential 
vulnerabilities, and requires effective cooperation across 
jurisdictions in North America to ensure its integrity and 
resiliency. 



 

 

  
  

 
   

    

    

   

   

  

   
 

   
   

  

  

  
 

  
   

       
 

  

  

 

  
 

  

 

o Shocks to the energy system in one jurisdiction, such as 
a cyber security attack, extreme weather events, 

infrastructure failures, regulatory decisions, or political 
decisions, can have a direct impact on the energy 
security of others. 

o We have already been working closely with the U.S to 

protect our critical energy infrastructure, including: 

o Collaborating on the development of reliability 
standards through NERC (the North American 

Reliability Corporation); and 

o Supporting cyber security events and exercises 
jointly hosted with industry. 

o In addition, Prime Minister Trudeau and President Biden 
recently reinforced the need to increase cooperation to 

strengthen cybersecurity and protect critical 
infrastructure in North America, including: 

o Implementing a Framework for Collaboration on 
Cybersecurity in the Energy Sector to enhance the 

security and resiliency of our cross-border energy 
infrastructure. 

o Working closely with the U.S. and taking a North 
American approach is therefore fundamental to 

achieving our net-zero targets as well as addressing our 
priorities for economic competiveness, national security, 
and climate change. 

If pressed on a North American approach to the petroleum 

sector: 

o We know that in Canada, the petroleum sector powers 
more than 1,000 companies, which support over 3,500 
businesses in the services sector and provide jobs to 

more than 576,000 people, including 11,000 Indigenous 
people, in every part of the country. 



 

 

   
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

   

    

   
  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

   
 
   

  

 

 

   

  
  

o The sector is also a critical partner in Canada’s plan to 
achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. Industry is leading 

in developing solutions to achieve net zero and 
governments must be there to support them on this 
path. 

o All partners must work together to get through the 

current economic crisis. That is why the Government of 
Canada has been working multilaterally to find solutions 
that will protect our Canadian industry and stabilize the 

price of oil. 

o This includes: 

o Working closely with oil producing provinces, industry 
leaders, and workers to ensure a united approach to 
finding solutions that consider all of Canada’s energy 
interests; 

o Working with our U.S. partners on an energy approach 
that recognizes our close relationship and integrated 
market; 

o Engaging with the International Energy Agency in 
support of a collective international solution; and 

o As the world’s 4th largest oil producing nation, 
playing a leadership role at the recent historic virtual 

G20 Energy Ministers’ Meeting – informed by 
invaluable insight from Canada’s oil producing 
provinces. 

If pressed on oil imports: 

o Overall, Canada is a net exporter of fuels. However, in 
certain circumstances, Canada does rely on imports. 

o For example, refineries in Eastern Canada may 

choose to import crude oil when it is more 
economical for their operations. 



 

 

  
  

    
  

 

 

o Oil imports have steadily declined since 2010 (to just 
under 660,000 barrels per day in 2019). 

o The majority of crude oil imports come from the US 
(over 70%), followed by Saudi Arabia (16%), Russia 
(3%), Cote d’Ivoire (1%) and others. 



 

 

 
  

 

  

 
  

  

   

  

 

  
 

    

 

     
 

    

  

      

  

 
  

   
  

  
 

 

   

     
   

Broader Canada-U.S. Direction 
February 24, 2021 

ISSUE 

The Government of Canada seeks to continue its long history of close 

collaboration, support and integration with the United States. This new 
Special Committee on Canada-U.S. Relations will assist with examining and 
reviewing the countries’ economic relationship, which is inseparable from 

their shared goals on climate and clean energy. 

KEY MESSAGES 

• No two nations depend more on each other for their 
mutual prosperity and security than the United States 
and Canada. 

• Canada and the U.S. share a long and close history of 

collaboration, support and integration that benefits both 
countries. 

• The economic relationship between Canada and the U.S. 
is based on integrated cross-border energy systems and 

trade, but our relationship is far greater than that. 

• Canada and the U.S. are well aligned in many areas, 

including on climate change and clean energy. 

• With President Biden now in office, both Canada and the 

U.S. have the same ambition to achieve green economic 
growth, create sustainable jobs, move towards a net-
zero economy and ensure a greener and more secure 
energy supply. 

• Canada’s partnership with the U.S. will maximize the 
chance of success as we recover from the COVID-19 
pandemic and address the climate crisis. 

• Though this new Special Committee on Canada-U.S. 

Relations will focus on targeted issues like trade 
protectionism (including the “Buy American” provisions) 



 

 

 
   

 

  
   

  

 

  

   

  
 

   
 

   

   
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

  

  

    

 
  

    

  

and cross-border energy infrastructure, these are only 
parts of the countries’ broader priorities to recover from 

COVID-19 and transition to net-zero. 

• The new U.S. administration is seeking to make progress 
in many areas in which Canada has already taken bold 
steps, including through the work of provinces and 

territories. These areas include the transition to net-
zero, clean and inclusive growth, nature-based solutions 
and energy security. 

• Important areas for collaboration between our countries 

were highlighted during the Canada-U.S. Leaders’ 
Summit on Feb 23. Prime Minister Trudeau and 
President Biden committed to partner on several 
initiatives, including: 

o Launching a High Level Climate Ministerial; 

o Developing a strategy to strengthen Canada-U.S. 
supply chain security, including for battery 
development and production; 

o Strengthening the Canada-U.S. Critical Minerals 
Action Plan; 

o Renewing and updating the existing DOE-NRCan 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on Clean 

Energy; and 

o Strengthening cooperation under the Energy 

Resource Governance Initiative (ERGI). 

• By working with the U.S., we believe that Canada can go 

faster and further to address climate change and the 
energy transition. 

• We look forward to a renewed era of stability, 

predictability and enhanced collaboration with the U.S. 



 

 

   
  

  
 

 

• Internationally, we should use joint Canada-U.S. 
leadership to advance climate objectives and increase 

innovation and our competitiveness in the global energy 
transition. 



  

 

          
  

 
            

         
       

         

  

    
 

  

 
 

    

  

  
 

  

 

 
   

  

 
  

  
  

  

 

 

Keystone XL Permit Revoked by President Biden 

March 3, 2021  

ISSUE 

On January 20, 2021, U.S. President Joe Biden revoked the Keystone XL (KXL) 
construction permit. 

Construction had been advancing in Alberta and in the U.S. However, in anticipation 

of the executive order, TC Energy stopped all construction work on the project. The 
company indicated about 1,000 employees in Canada and hundreds in the U.S. 

would be laid off as a result of the cancellation. 

KEY MESSAGES 

• Canada is very disappointed with the U.S. decision to 
cancel Keystone XL’s Presidential Permit. 

• The Prime Minister spoke directly with President Biden 

about the project last November, and Ambassador 
Hillman and others in our government worked hard to 
make the case to the incoming administration. 

• We recognize that the President’s decision fulfils an 

election campaign promise he made to Americans. 

• The Canada-U.S. relationship goes far beyond a single 
project: we enjoy one of the world’s most productive 
and mutually beneficial bilateral relationships. 

• Canada is the single-largest supplier of energy to the 
United States, contributing to U.S. energy security and 
economic competitiveness, and supporting thousands of 
jobs on both sides of the border. 

•  Our government welcomes President Biden’s 
commitment to fight climate change. We will continue 
to work with the U.S. government to combat climate 
change, fight COVID-19, create middle class jobs, and 

build back better by supporting sustainable economic 

recovery for everyone. 



  
  

 

 
    

  
 

 
   

  
  

 

  

 

    
 

  

  
  

 

  

   
 

 

 

• While challenges remain, there are positive signs for our 
oil industry. 

• Crude exports (to the U.S.) were at all-time highs in the 

months preceding the pandemic (reaching 3.95 million 
b/d in February 2020). 

• Reductions in fuel demand from the pandemic led to 
significant impacts on Canada’s crude oil exports, with 

U.S. destined crude exports falling by 24% to a yearly 
low of 3.18 million b/d in June 2020. 

•  Canada’s  exports to the U.S.  have now essentially  

recovered to  pre-pandemic levels  (3.72 million b/d in 

November, according to  latest available data).  And 

prices have also rebounded above pre-pandemic levels.  

If pressed on Canada’s future without KXL:   

• The U.S. requires access to a secure, reliable source of 
energy and has no better partner than Canada to fill that 
role. 

• We are the largest and most secure foreign source of 

crude oil, natural gas, hydroelectricity, and uranium for 
the U.S. 

• Over 70 pipelines and 30 transmission lines already 
criss-cross the Canada-U.S. border, connecting our 

energy sectors like no two other countries. 

• The integration of energy sources benefits both our 
countries by strengthening our mutual energy security, 

lowering energy and capital costs, and enhancing 

reliability of supply. 

• It also creates good, middle-class jobs on both sides of 
the border, including at the thousands of American 
companies that supply Canada’s energy industry. 



  
 

 

    

 
  

  

   
  

     
    

  
  

   

   
    

  

     
  

   

  

 

  

 
 

 

If pressed on how Canada will meet market demand if 
transportation options are limited: 

• While no major projects are currently  being planned that  

would entirely replace KXL,  other projects underway will  
increase Canada’s market access  and provide  a means to  
transport Canadian oil for years to come.  

• For example, the Enbridge Line 3 replacement is 

currently under construction in Minnesota and the Trans 
Mountain Expansion is being constructed in B.C and 
Alberta. 

• Projects like these, and the $40 billion LNG Canada 

project in B.C., are creating thousands of jobs and will 

increase our market access when they come into 
service. 

• When pipeline export capacity is limited, additional oil 
volumes typically move to rail. While a viable option, 
shipping by rail is more expensive, less efficient and 
causes more emissions. 

If pressed on the future of jobs in the sector: 

• There are many major resource projects — worth billions 
in investment — planned across Canada over the next 10 
years. 

• We continue to see a role for the oil and gas sector and 
its workers on the road to net-zero emissions by 2050. 

• Our government has provided funding of more than $2.8 

billion for the oil and gas sector to keep and create 

10,000 well-paying jobs while enhancing environmental 
performance amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. 

o This includes up to $1.72B to clean up orphan and 
inactive oil and gas wells, which is putting well-

servicing companies back to work and boosting 
many of the related services such as excavation and 
transportation; and 



   
 

  
  

 

  

  

    

 

  

  
 

 

  

   

  

 
 

 
  

  
 

  

 
 

  

      
    

o The $750M Emissions Reduction Fund will lower 
greenhouse gas emissions in Canada’s oil and gas 
sector, with a focus on methane. It will reduce 

emissions, all while keeping oil and gas workers on 
the job and strengthen the competitiveness of our 
energy industry for decades to come. 

• Canada has committed to creating over one million jobs 

and restoring employment to pre-pandemic levels. 

• This will be done by using a range of tools, including 
direct investments in the social sector and in 
infrastructure, immediate training to quickly skill up 

workers, and incentives for employers to hire and retain 

workers. 

o This includes a commitment of up to $100 billion 
over the next three years to support meaningful, 

targeted stimulus, which will make the economy 
greener, more inclusive, more resilient and more 
competitive. 

Key difference between KXL 2015 and KXL 2021 

• TC Energy committed to: 

o  operate the KXL pipeline at a net-zero emissions level 
when in-service; 

o investing an estimated $1 billion in renewable energy 
to match the pipeline’s power consumption; and 

o $10 million towards a clean energy training fund 

throughout the construction of the project to help 
skilled labourers prepare for future clean energy jobs. 

• In both Canada and the U.S., TC Energy signed MOUs to 
facilitate Indigenous equity participation in the project. 



  

 

 

       

          
    

 
          

       
         

          
       

          
          

          
 

          
             

        

  

   

 
  

   
 

 
 

   

  

  

  
   

 

ENBRIDGE LINE 5 

February 19, 2021 

ISSUE 

Enbridge’s Line 5 pipeline, which carries Canadian oil from Superior, Wisconsin, 
through the water of the Great Lakes at the Straits of Mackinac to Sarnia, Ontario, 
is a concern in Michigan. 

In November 2020, Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer announced that the state 

is revoking Enbridge’s 1953 authorization (its ‘easement’) to operate Line 5 through 
the Straits of Mackinac. The state is citing alleged violations of the easement 

agreement by Enbridge in operating the dual Line 5 pipelines over the years, which 
Michigan sees as an unreasonable oil spill risk, and is giving the company 180 days 

to cease operations (to May 12). Enbridge is fighting the shutdown notice in federal 
court claiming it is in violation of federal laws and the Canada-U.S. pipeline treaty. 

Enbridge is also fighting other parallel lawsuits that Michigan filed in state court. 

On January 12, 2021, Enbridge wrote an open letter to the Governor, rejecting 
Michigan’s demand to shut down Line 5 – noting that it remains in compliance with 
the easement and with federal pipeline safety regulations. 

KEY MESSAGES 

• Our government understands the importance of Line 5 to 

the oil and gas sector and its workers, and in fact all 
Canadians. 

• We support the continued safe operation of Enbridge’s 
Line 5, which is a critical economic and energy security 

link between Canada and the United States, delivering 
feedstock to refineries in Michigan, Ohio, and 
Pennsylvania, as well as Eastern Canada. 

• Enbridge’s Line 5 has safely operated at the Straits of 

Mackinac for over 65 years. 

• The people of northern Michigan rely on Line 5 to heat 
their homes and businesses, and to deliver the oil that 
the state’s refineries need to produce transportation 

fuel. 



      
 

 

 

 

   
 

  
  

 

  

   

 
  

 
 

  
  

    
 

 

   

 

 

  
 

 

 

  

• Canada will continue to engage with the U.S. in support 
of the continued safe operation of Enbridge’s Line 5. 

• Canada believes that placing Line 5 in a tunnel under the 
Straits makes a safe pipeline even safer, and has 
indicated its support for that project to state and federal 
regulators. 

• You will not find any two other countries in the world 
with their energy sectors as closely linked as Canada 
and the United States, with over 70 pipelines and 30 
transmission lines crisscrossing the border. 

If pressed on supply chains: 

• Line 5 is a significant crude oil and natural gas liquids 

supply source for the entire Great Lakes region. It 
serves industry in both Canada and the U.S., including 
the Sarnia refinery and petrochemical complex, Quebec 
refineries, and refineries in Michigan, Ohio, and 
Pennsylvania. 

• This is why we continue to do the hard work necessary 
to secure reliable supply chains such as this one, by 
safely enhancing pipeline capacity to get our resources 
to both domestic and international markets, ensuring 

this sector continues to be a source of good middle-class 

jobs for Canadians. 

If pressed on safety of Line 5 in the Straits of Mackinac: 

• With nearly one-third of U.S. and Canadian economic 
activity centred in the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence 
region, a significant number of binational mechanisms at 

the federal, provincial and municipal levels work 
together to advance environmental protection and 
economic development in the Great Lakes region. 



  
 

  

 

  
  

 

 

 

  

  

 
 

 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 

    

 

  
  

 

  

 
  

• Enbridge continues to monitor Line 5 from a monitoring 
centre around the clock, supplemented with checks by 
remotely operated vehicles and human divers at regular 

intervals. 

• Line 5 is vitally needed infrastructure for Michigan today 
and into the future. The Great Lakes Tunnel Project 

would significantly reduce the potential risk to our 

shared environment in the Great Lakes. 

If pressed on the Canada-U.S. Transit Pipeline Treaty: 

• We are working closely with the Biden administration to 
raise and defend Canada’s interests, and are considering 
all options for ensuring the continued safe operation of 
Line 5. 

• We are aware of the 1977 Treaty, and its provisions and 
obligations. 

• Line 5 is the object of litigation in the U.S. at both 

federal and state levels. We are monitoring this situation 
closely. 

If pressed on Canada’s long history of collaboration and 

integration with the U.S. 

•  Canada and the U.S. enjoy an unparalleled energy 

relationship that is highly integrated. We are each 

other’s top energy supplier, across virtually every source 

of energy. On security, economic and environmental 
grounds, Canada is by far the best possible partner to 
meet U.S. energy needs. 

• The Canada-U.S. relationship goes far beyond a single 

project: we enjoy one of the world’s most productive 
and mutually beneficial bilateral relationships. 



 

  

 
    

  

      

   
 

  

  
 

 
  

 
    

  

 

 

If pressed on the granular details of Line 5 

•  Line 5 delivers crude oil to Michigan that the state's 

refineries need to produce transportation fuel. The 
pipeline also supports Michigan's homegrown upstream 
oil and gas industry. Marathon Oil’s refinery in Detroit 
receives 28% of its feedstock directly from Line 5 to 

produce gasoline, diesel, and jet fuel. 

•  Line 5 supplies the refineries that provide the majority 
of the aviation fuel to Detroit Metro Airport. 

•  Line 5 delivers the feedstocks that produce 65% of the 

propane that heats Michigan Upper Peninsula homes and 
businesses, and 55% of Michigan's statewide propane 
needs. Michigan consumes more propane than any other 
state in America. 

•  Line 5 is a lifeline for Ohio’s refineries, which do not 
have good alternative sources of supply and could be 
forced to shut down in the event of a Line 5 closure. 



 

 

 
         

      
            

     
 

      
          

  
 

             
        

  

 

 

 
  

   
  

  

  

   
  

    

 

 
 

  

  

 

Line 3 

February 19, 2021 

ISSUE 
On November 30, 2020, Enbridge was granted a final construction permit by the 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. Having secured all necessary permits, Enbridge 
is now working to complete the last segment of the project in northern Minnesota. 

Protestors have attempted to disrupt construction. 

Several legal challenges to the project’s permits are ongoing, including motions to 
halt construction while the lawsuits are being heard. One such motion was denied 

on February 2, 2021. 

Enbridge began shipping oil on the Canadian portion of the project on December 1, 
2019, while awaiting regulatory approval to complete the U.S. portion. 

KEY MESSAGES 

• The completion of the Canadian portion of the Line 3 
replacement project is a tribute to the efforts of the 

hardworking Canadians in our energy sector, and a clear 
demonstration of how good projects can move forward 
when we work meaningfully with Indigenous peoples 
and take concrete action to protect the environment. 

• The Line 3 project will replace a 50-year-old pipeline 
with a new and safer one. 

• Canada’s strong climate plan and regulatory regime 
ensures Canadian products flowing through this pipeline 

are produced to the highest environmental standards. 

• Once fully completed in the U.S., the project will restore 
Line 3’s full 760,000 barrels per day capacity, adding 

over 370,000 in much needed capacity that will further 

support workers in our energy sector. 

If pressed on litigation in the US against the project and 
climate change activists calls for the President to cancel 
permits: 

• Line 3 is an important piece of infrastructure that will 
strengthen the integrated energy relationship between 
the United States and Canada. 



 

  

  

   
 

 

     
  

  

   

 

   
  

 
 

  
 

  
 

• Our government will continue to advocate for the 
completion of Line 3 in the United States in 2021. 

• The United States requires access to a secure, reliable 

source of energy and has no better partner than Canada 
to fill that role. 

If pressed on the granular details of Line 3 

• Line 3 carries both heavy and light oil from Alberta to 
Superior, Wisconsin. From there, oil travels mainly to US 
Midwest and eastern Canadian markets with smaller 

volumes moving to other continental markets, including 

the US Gulf Coast. 

• Line 3 was originally built to carry 760,000 barrels per 
day. Due to integrity issues, Enbridge voluntarily 
restricted pressure and reduced capacity on Line 3 to 

390,000 barrels per day. This change has been in place 
since 2008. 

• Enbridge now has 5,200 tradespeople working across 
five construction spreads in northern Minnesota. 

Construction is expected to last 6-9 months and be 
completed by the end of 2021. 



 
   

 

  

  
   

 
  

  

    
 

 

   

   

  
  

  

   
    

   

   

  

   

   

   
  

 

Trans Mountain Expansion Project 
February 24, 2021 

ISSUE 

The Government of Canada approved the Trans Mountain Expansion (TMX) 

project in June 2019, because it is in the public interest. The project is 
subject to 156 binding conditions by the Canada Energy Regulator. The 
government is implementing additional measures, including accommodations 

to address the potential impacts of the project on Indigenous rights and 
other concerns. 

KEY MESSAGES 

• The Government of Canada remains committed to 
ensuring the Trans Mountain Expansion project moves 
forward in the right way. 

• The project is contributing to Canada’s economic 

recovery by providing thousands of jobs, and once 

complete, will deliver petroleum to new and existing 
markets, and generate revenues to fund clean energy 
solutions. 

• Construction is well underway, with approximately 
7,300 people working on terminals, pump stations, and 
installing pipe from Edmonton to Burnaby. 

• The Trans Mountain pipeline system directly supports 

continental energy security. 

• Over the past two years, nearly two thirds of all 
petroleum product shipped through the Trans Mountain 
Pipeline was shipped to Washington State via the Trans 

Mountain Puget Sound system. 

o This includes delivery of crude oil to refineries at 
Anacortes, Cherry Point, and Ferndale. 



 

 

  

  
 

 
   

 

   

   
  

  

  

  
  

 
    

 

    
  

 
   

 
 

 

 
  

• The Trans Mountain Expansion project will triple the 
capacity of the Trans Mountain system to deliver 

petroleum products to the Lower Mainland and for 
export, including to the U.S. 

• Completion of the project will support the continued 
integration of our energy sectors, by supporting good 

jobs on both sides of the border, spurring innovation, 
and providing access to safe, affordable energy across 
North America. 

• Safe, modern energy infrastructure projects, such as 

TMX, can contribute to addressing our countries’ energy 
needs, as well as support priorities for economic 
competiveness, national security, and climate change. 

If pressed on Indigenous engagement 

• Our government continues to engage with Indigenous 
groups on the project, including exploring opportunities 
for economic participation and on the implementation of 
measures to address potential impacts on rights and 

other concerns. 

• As part of our government’s commitment to 
reconciliation, we continue to work collaboratively with 
the Indigenous Advisory and Monitoring Committee for 

the Trans Mountain Expansion project, through which 
Indigenous groups along the pipeline route and shipping 
corridor are providing advice and monitoring this major 
resource project. 

If pressed on workplace incidents, safety stand down, and 
construction restart 

• On December 18, 2020, Trans Mountain Corporation 
implemented a voluntary stand down to review and 

reinforce the company’s commitments to a safe work 
environment. 



  
   

 

  

    

    

    

    

  
 

   
     

  

  

  

    

 
 

   

  

    

 

• Trans Mountain Corporation has since taken steps to 
enhance its safety culture and ensure safety practices 

and procedures are of the highest standards. Specific 
enhancements include: 

o More rigorous job-site training; 

o Greater worksite inspections and reporting; 

o Enhanced safety planning for high-risk work; 

o Increased hiring of safety personnel; and, 

o Improved fitness for duty assessments. 

• Prior to resuming construction, all contractors and 
workers completed enhanced safety training. 

• As of February 2021, Trans Mountain Corporation has 
resumed construction activities across most of the line. 

If pressed on route variance: 

• Trans Mountain Corporation has applied to the Canada 

Energy Regulator to vary the approved route of the 
Trans Mountain Expansion project through the 
Coldwater Valley. 

• The Canada Energy Regulator is carrying out a public 

hearing process with input from Indigenous 
communities, landowners, and other stakeholders as 
part of its adjudication of the proposed alternative 

routing. 

If pressed on COVID-19: 

• Trans Mountain Corporation continues to safely operate 
the Trans Mountain Pipeline and construct the expansion 

project. 



  
 

  

 

 

  

    

  
  

  
 

  

 

 
   

   

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

   

  
 

  

 

• Trans Mountain Corporation has implemented 
comprehensive measures to keep workers and groups 

safe. Specific measures include: 

o Staggering work shifts and following physical 
distancing guidelines; 

o Enhancing cleaning and sanitation protocols; 

o Ensuring adequate personal protective equipment; 

o Daily health monitoring, including temperature 
checks; 

o Hiring a physician to oversee Trans Mountain 
Corporation’s response and ensure full adherence to 
all public health directives and guidelines; and 

o Engaging with Indigenous communities on the 
development and implementation of its COVID 
response measures. 

• Trans Mountain Corporation is adhering to all public 

health guidelines, including a BC Public Health Order 
regarding safe operations of industrial work camps. 

If pressed on protest activity: 

• Canadians have the right to share their views and 
engage in peaceful protests. 

• It is important to ensure the safety of the public, local 

communities, and workers engaged in building the 

project. 

• Local, provincial, and federal law enforcement agencies 
are working together as appropriate to ensure public 

safety. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

    
 

 

 

If pressed on Canada’s commitment to achieve net-zero: 

• Canada has committed that every dollar the federal 

government earns from this project will be invested in 
Canada’s clean energy transition. 

• It is estimated that additional tax revenues from the 
project alone could generate $500 million per year once 

the project has been completed. 

• This money, as well as any profit from the sale of the 
pipeline, will be invested in clean energy projects that 

will power our homes, businesses, and communities for 

generations to come. 



Softwood Lumber  
February 26, 2021 

ISSUE 
Canada-U.S. trade in softwood lumber is integral to jobs and economic 

recovery on both sides of the border. Ongoing duties on Canada’s softwood 
lumber exports are constraining Canadian forest sector competitiveness and 
hindering economic opportunities in both countries. The governments of 

Canada and the U.S. are well-aligned on forest sector priorities, including 
the role of the sector as a key climate solution.  
 

KEY MESSAGES 
  

• Canada and the U.S. have a complex history on softwood 
lumber. We are each dependent on the other’s markets 
and producers, while at the same time, frequently 
finding ourselves on opposite sides of litigation tables.   
 

• Today, Canada remains an important source of lumber 
for the U.S. – supplying roughly a quarter of all softwood 
lumber consumed in that country last year, valued at 
over C$8 billion. 
 

• As U.S. housing starts rise to the highest levels seen 
since 2006, significant quantities of softwood lumber are 
required to supply the homes and jobs critically needed 
by Americans right now. 

 

• Driven by this strong demand, lumber prices have 
reached new heights, boosting our exports to a new 
record in October 2020 at C$1.1 billion.  
 

• However, U.S. duties on Canadian softwood lumber 
continue to constrain Canadian exports. These duties are 
unfair, unwarranted, and harmful to both countries.  

 
 



• In December 2020, the first U.S. Administrative Review 
of softwood lumber duties lowered the duty rates for the 

majority of Canadian exporters by more than half.  
 

• This is a step in the right direction, but any duties on our 
softwood lumber exports are baseless and we will 

continue our strong opposition.  
 

• With softwood lumber trade driving economic recovery 
in both countries, it is important that we continue to 
push for a negotiated settlement that will support jobs 

and prosperity for workers on both sides of the border.  
 
 
 
RESPONSIVE: Reduction in duty rates following first U.S. 

Administrative Review of softwood lumber duties 
 

• The lower duty rates applied to most Canadian lumber 
exporters following the first Administrative Review are a 
step in the right direction, but we must continue to work 

together towards a new agreement, which would be the 
best outcome for all players on both sides of the border. 

 
RESPONSIVE: Media reports of a pending increase in 

softwood lumber duties 
 

• Media coverage of a recent decision related to the 
Expedited Review process has triggered fears that the 
U.S. is poised to increase softwood lumber duty rates.  

 
• If upheld, the decision would affect only the six small 

companies that participated in the Expedited Review, 
and does not have implications for the broader Canadian 
industry nor signal U.S. intentions.  

 



RESPONSIVE: Impact of COVID-19 on the forest sector 
 

• The start of the pandemic had a significant impact on 
Canada’s forest sector, with over 130 forest product 
manufacturing facilities closing or curtailing operations, 
affecting roughly 20,000 Canadians. 
 

• Since that time, much of the industry has recovered due 
to strong and persistent demand for solid wood 

products. Roughly 80% of affected forest sector 
workers have now returned to work. 

 

• Recovery has been especially robust for solid wood 
manufacturers – where the vast majority of facilities are 
again operating at full, or near-to-full capacity and 
taking advantage of record-high prices.  

 
• However, this recovery has been uneven. Market 

declines for certain types of paper have been 
accelerated by the pandemic, and only 55% of the 
affected jobs have been restored among pulp and paper 

facilities.  
 
 

Alignment with U.S. on forest sector priorities 
 

• Both Canada and the U.S. are well-aligned in their 
approach to sustainable forest management, including 
consideration for wildlife habitat, regeneration 
requirements, and the use of third-party certification 

bodies, among others.  
 

• The Canada-U.S. Forest Health and Innovation Initiative, 
which facilitates sharing of knowledge and best 
practices, exemplifies our common objectives of 

maintaining world-leading sustainability standards in 
forest management.  
 



• As another example, both Canada and the U.S. recognize 
the importance of sustainable forest management and 

forest products as a key part of low-carbon economies, 
and are working to advance opportunities for innovative, 
low-carbon building solutions like mass timber. 
 

• Finally, Canada and the U.S. have long been partners on 

fighting forest fires – with a Reciprocal Forest Fire 
Fighting Arrangement dating back to 1982 enabling 
resources to be deployed between the countries.  

 

• Most recently, Canadian wildland fire fighters were 

deployed to California to support critical efforts in that 
state. 
 



Critical Minerals 

February 24, 2020 

ISSUE 

Canada and allies are concerned about reliance on non-market economies 

for the minerals and metals required for their manufacturing and defense 
industrial bases.  

The EU, the U.S., Japan and Australia are actively considering actions to 

secure supply chains and ensure that critical minerals are available for 
sensitive and clean technologies used in global defense, renewable energy 
and advanced manufacturing. Canada has the potential to serve as an 

important supplier of these “critical minerals” and metals and to develop 
associated downstream industries. 

KEY MESSAGES  

• Canada is a secure and sustainable supplier of critical 
minerals demanded by the world. 

• The world seeks secure access to critical mineral to 
support clean technologies, batteries, aerospace and 

defense, advanced applications.  

• Developing Canada’s critical mineral industry can 
advance the competitiveness of our mining sector, 
growing our economy and creating jobs for Canadians. 

• Efforts to build resilient global critical mineral supply 
chains requires international cooperation which is why 
Canada is working collaboratively with its allies. 

 

The Canada-U.S. Joint Action Plan on Critical Minerals 
Collaboration: 

• Recognizing the importance of an integrated North 

American approach, Canada and the U.S. have developed 

a Joint Action Plan on Critical Minerals Collaboration.  



• At the Leaders’ Summit on February 23, Prime Minister 

Trudeau and President Biden agreed to strengthen the 

Canada-U.S. Critical Minerals Action Plan to target a net-

zero industrial transformation, batteries for zero-

emissions vehicles, and renewable energy storage.  

 

• The leaders also agreed to strengthen cooperation under 

the Energy Resource Governance Initiative (ERGI), a 

multinational effort to foster international cooperation 

on the minerals and metals that make the energy 

transition possible. 

• Actions focus on facilitating greater minerals trade and 

investment, addressing security and defence concerns, 

and increasing industry collaboration. 

• Canada is an important supplier of 13 of the 35 minerals 

deemed critical by the U.S. and holds the potential to 

supply many more. 

Other International Actions on Critical Minerals: 

• Canada is also engaging with the EU, Japan and 
Australia on critical mineral trade and investment flows.  

Rare earth elements in Canada: 

• Global allies working with Canada to source rare earth 
elements needed for consumer electronics, wind 
turbines, magnets, electric vehicle motors, and 

advanced industrial applications. 

 



 

 

  

 

  

 
  

  

 
 

   

  

 

 
 

 

  
  

  

   
  

  
  

  
  

   
  

  

  
 

  

Clean Energy & Clean Growth 
February  2021  

ISSUE 

Canada and the United States both recognize that investments in clean 

energy technology and innovation are the foundation for reaching climate 
change and emission reductions goals, while also enhancing competitiveness 
and creating jobs. Given our highly integrated energy systems and the 

important economic and energy security benefits of the bilateral energy 
relationship, cooperation to advance these priorities will further support 
clean and inclusive growth. 

KEY MESSAGES 

• As the United States rejoins the Paris Agreement and 
begins the journey toward net-zero emissions by 2050, 
our two countries have an unprecedented opportunity to 

coordinate efforts. 

• Doing so will help create an integrated market for clean 
energy and technologies. 

• Our efforts are led by the recently announced 

Strengthened Climate Plan, which recognizes that taking 
climate action now is a critical economic opportunity. 

o With federal investments expected to reach $15 
billion, the Climate Plan focuses on low-carbon and 

zero-emissions fuels, smart renewable energy and 
grid modernization projects to enable the clean grid 
of the future, ensuring rural, remote and 
Indigenous communities have the opportunity to be 

powered by clean, reliable energy, and further 

improving energy efficiency. 

o It is also a key pillar of the government’s plan to 
create over one million jobs, restoring employment 

to pre-pandemic levels. 



 

 

  

   
  

    
 

   

 
   

   
 

  

     
  
 

   
 

 

   
 

 

  

 

   

 

   

   

  

• In addition, we recently launched the Small Modular 
Reactor Action Plan to accelerate SMR development and 

deployment across Canada, and the Hydrogen Strategy 
for Canada which provides a plan to help diversify our 
future energy mix and generate economic benefits. 

• Canada’s oil and gas sector has made significant 
progress to reduce GHG emissions through billions of 
dollars in investments in clean technology. 

• These are all areas where we can enhance our 
cooperation and work more closely with our neighbour 

to the South. 

• Prime Minister Trudeau and President Biden recently 
reinforced the importance of our bilateral relationship, 
including commitments to: 

o Take a coordinated approach to encourage the 
development of cross-border clean electricity 
transmission. 

o Renew and update the existing Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) on energy between the U.S. 
Department of Energy and the Department of 
Natural Resources Canada to enhance cooperation 
on sustainable and equitable energy transitions, 

clean energy innovation, connectivity and low-
carbon transportation. 

o Align policy to accelerate production and 

deployment of zero-emission vehicles and charging 

infrastructure. 

o Work together to build the necessary supply chains 
to make Canada and the United States global 
leaders in all aspects of battery development and 

production, including strengthening the Canada-
U.S. Critical Minerals Action Plan to target a net-



 

 

    

    

 

 

  

  
  

   

   

  

 
 

  

    
 

  
 
   

 
 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

zero industrial transformation, batteries for zero-
emissions vehicles, and renewable energy storage. 

o Reduce oil and gas methane emissions to protect 
public health and the environment, as guided by the 
best science. 

If pressed on the government’s clean energy record: 

• Our efforts include: 

o Creating the world’s cleanest oil and gas industry, 
which contributes nearly two-thirds of energy R&D 

investments in Canada; 

o Enhancing energy efficiency; and, 

o Expanding one of the world’s cleanest electricity 
mixes to produce even more clean energy to power 
even more of our national economy. 

If pressed on the Hydrogen Strategy: 

• The Hydrogen Strategy for Canada lays the foundation to 
fully seize the hydrogen opportunity and build back 
better from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• It relies on Canadian expertise throughout the entire 

value chain to build new hydrogen supply, distribution, 
and end uses that will support a low-carbon energy 
ecosystem with benefits beginning now. 

• The Strategy will: 

o Strengthen our economic competitiveness, grow 
export potential, attract investment, and create good, 
sustainable jobs across the country; and 

o Drive down emissions in sectors like resource 

extraction and processing, freight, transportation, 



 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

    
 

  
 

  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

  
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

  
 

power generation and manufacturing, as well as the 

production of steel and cement, where electrification 

may not be the best choice. 

• Low-carbon and zero-emission hydrogen has the 
potential to reduce our annual greenhouse gas 
emissions by up to 45 million metric tonnes a year in 

2030. 

If pressed on Clean Energy Jobs 

• A key pillar of the government’s climate plan is a 
commitment to create over one million jobs, restoring 
employment to pre-pandemic levels. 

• For example: 

o Retrofitting homes and buildings will create 
thousands of jobs in construction, manufacturing, 
sales, clean technology, and financial services and 

cut energy costs for Canadian families and 
businesses. 

o Planting two billion trees will also create thousands 
of jobs for tree planters, technicians, nursery 

growers, field biologists, urban planners, and many 
others. 

o The growing electricity sector will provide a wide 

range of jobs, from wind turbine and rooftop solar 

installers to software engineers developing new ways 
to improve Canada’s grids. 

o The Hydrogen Strategy for Canada will strengthen 

Canada’s economic competitiveness and is expected 
to generate more than 350,000 high-paying jobs 
nationally by 2050. 



 

 

  
 

   
 

 
  

 

 

o The Atlantic Provinces and the federal government 
are collaborating to connect surplus clean power to 

regions moving away from coal. This project will 
reduce GHG emissions, improve the resiliency of the 
grid, provide clean and affordable power and create 
jobs. 



 
 

    
 

 

   

  

   

    

 

 

   

 

  

  

      

 

 

 

   

 

  

   

 

 

     

     

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

  

        

 

      

 

 

 

   

   

  

   

    

  

 

Canada-US Trade in Natural Resources Sector: Quick Facts 

Energy 

• In 2019, the U.S. exported over US$25B in energy goods to Canada while Canada exported over 

US$92B in energy goods to the U.S. 

• Canada is the largest energy supplier to the U.S. 

• The reverse is also true: Canada is the second-largest market for U.S. energy exports. 

Oil and Gas 

• Canadian crude oil represents about 23% of all U.S. consumption, while U.S. crude oil represents 

about 26% of Canadian consumption. 

• Crude oil and petroleum products represent the vast majority (91%) of Canadian energy exports to 

the United States, as well as U.S. energy imports to Canada (89%). 

• Exports from the U.S. to Canada accounted for over 20% of Canada’s total gas consumption in 

2019. 

Electricity 

• In 2019, Canada exported over 60 Terawatt hours of electricity to the U.S. – the equivalent of 

powering almost 6 million U.S. homes. 

• Our electricity trade is particularly crucial in the northeast: Canada meets about 12-16% of New 

England and New York’s total retail sales of electricity. 

Canada-U.S. energy infrastructure 

• There are over 70 oil and natural gas pipelines that safely transport energy across the border. 

• Oil exports to the U.S. are overwhelmingly sent via pipeline (90%), with smaller amounts by truck 

or tanker (5.3%) and by rail (4.9%), based on 2020 data. 

• Electricity crosses the –Canada-U.S. border along more than 30 major transmission lines. 

Cleantech 

• Between 2015 and 2019, the U.S. was the destination for close to 80% of all Canadian clean tech 

exports. 

Minerals and Metals 

• There was over CA$94 billion in two way minerals and metals trade between the two countries in 

2019. 

• Overall, Canada is an important supplier of 13 of the 35 minerals that the U.S. has identified as 

critical, including aluminum, uranium, and graphite. 

Forest Sector 

• In 2019, the U.S. imported about US$17 billion in forest products from Canada, while Canada 

imported about US$7 billion in forest products from the U.S. 

o Our trade includes intermediate goods for use in value-added manufacturing, such as the 

$US300 million worth in logs the U.S. exports to Canada each year. 

o As a reliable and secure ally, Canada accounts for about 40% of total U.S. imports of forest 

products. 
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Mark Strahl  
VICE CHAIR 

 
Riding: Chilliwack—Hope, BC 
 
Political Party: Conservative  
 
Elected to Parliament: 2011 

 
General Information:  
Mark Strahl was born and raised in Chilliwack. He is an Honourary Member of the Rotary Club 
of Chilliwack, and a member of the Royal Canadian Legion Vedder Branch 280, the Hope and 
District Chamber of Commerce, the Chilliwack Chamber of Commerce, the Chilliwack Healthier 
Community group and the Chilliwack Housing First Task Team. Mr. Strahl has spent his 
professional life serving the public and in 2011, he ran as a candidate in the riding of Chilliwack–
Fraser Canyon and was elected to the House of Commons, where he served in a number of 
roles in Stephen Harper’s Conservative government. He was re-elected in 2015 as the Member 
of Parliament for Chilliwack—Hope and served for three years as Chief Opposition Whip, a key 
member of Andrew Scheer’s Conservative Leadership Team. He was re-elected as Member of 
Parliament for Chilliwack—Hope in 2019.  
 
Following Erin O’Toole’s election as the Leader of Canada’s Conservatives in 2020, Mr. Strahl 
was appointed the Shadow Minister for Labour to fight for Canada’s workers and the jobs that 
feed their families, support their communities and make Canada strong. 
 
Analysis: 
 
Mr. Strahl’s interventions in Question Period have focused on the steel industry and jobs lost 
therein. He has also made interventions with respect to supply managed sectors, including 
dairy and other agricultural products, as well as in relation to food safety and inspection.  
 
Mr. Strahl serves as a member of the House Committee on Transport, Infrastructure and 
Communities. His interventions in committee have focused on expanding rapid COVID-19 
testing in Canada’s airline industry.  
  
Order Paper Questions: 
Nothing relevant at this time.   
 
Private Members Bills or Motions: 
Nothing relevant at this time.   
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Leona Alleslev 
 

Riding: Chilliwack—Hope, BC 
 
Political Party: Conservative  
 
Elected to Parliament: October 2015 

 
General Information:  
Leona Alleslev was first elected to the House of Commons in 2015 and was re-elected in 2019 
as the Member of Parliament (MP) for Aurora—Oak Ridges—Richmond Hill, Ontario. After 
being elected in 2015, she was appointed as Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public 
Services and Procurement. Ms. Alleslev later served on the National Defence Committee, 
Foreign Affairs and International Development Committee, the Citizenship and Immigration 
Committee, and was Chair of the Canadian NATO Parliamentary Association. In 2018, Ms. 
Alleslev was appointed Shadow Cabinet Minister for Global Security. In November 2019, she 
was appointed as Deputy Leader of the Official Opposition and shortly after named Shadow 
Cabinet Minister for Foreign Affairs. She currently serves on the Foreign Affairs Committee and 
the Special Committee on Canada-China relations. She is also a member of the Canadian NATO 
Parliamentary Association. 
 
Prior to serving as an MP, Ms. Alleslev was a Canadian Air Force Officer, Senior Manager, and 
entrepreneur. She has held leadership positions in the Department of National Defence, as well 
as senior managerial roles with IBM Canada and Bombardier Aerospace. She served on the 
Aerospace Industry Association of Canada, the Ontario Aerospace Council and the Women in 
Aerospace Association joint government/industry change initiatives. Ms. Alleslev has also 
owned and operated two small businesses; an eco-tourism business in Temagami, and a custom 
closet and home organization company in Aurora. Ms. Allesev earned a B.A. (Honours) in 
History and Political Science from the Royal Military College of Canada in Kingston and received 
her Queen’s Commission to serve as an Air Force Logistic Officer.  
 
Analysis: 
Ms. Alleslev’s interventions in Question Period have focused primarily on expanded public 
transit investment in province of Ontario, specifically, advocating for the Younge subway 
extension in Toronto. She has also raised questions with respect to the government’s COVID-19 
economic support measures and sexual harassment in the military.  
  
Order Paper Questions: 
Nothing relevant at this time.   
 
Private Members Bills or Motions: 
Nothing relevant at this time.   
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Randy Hoback 
 

Riding: Prince Albert. SK 
 
Political Party: Conservative  
 
Elected to Parliament: 2008 

 
General Information:  
Born in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, he grew up and attended school in Canwood, 
Saskatchewan. He earned a Certificate in Business Administration from the University of 
Saskatchewan and a Chartered Professional designation (C.Dr.) from the College of Trustees of 
McMaster University. Mr. Hoback worked for farm machinery manufacturer Flexicoil and later 
Case New Holland from 1986 to 2000, when he purchased the family farm in 2000. He 
subsequently expanded the farm to 3,300 acres (13 km2) as well as developing a custom 
spraying and trucking business. He served as Chairman of the Western Canadian Wheat 
Growers Association (WCWGA), and represented them at World Trade Organization meetings 
in Geneva and Hong Kong. As a parliamentarian, Mr. Hoback was the official opposition critic 
for Canada-US relations. He also served as chair and vice-chair of the House of Commons 
Standing Committee on International Trade and served on the Standing Committee on Finance, 
the Standing Committee on Natural Resources, the Standing Committee on Procedure and 
House Affairs, and the House of Commons. Standing Committee on Agriculture and Agri-Food. 
In March 2010, Mr. Hoback was elected President of the Canadian Section of the Inter-
Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA), an organization committed to promoting 
parliamentary participation in the inter-American system, to promoting interparliamentary 
dialogue on important issues of the hemisphere and to encourage the sharing of experiences 
and best practices among its members. 
 
Analysis: 
The majority of Mr. Hoback’s interventions in Question Period have focused on the 
government’s support for farmers and farming communities.  
 
Mr. Hoback is a member of the House Committee on International Trade, where his 
interventions have focused on a number of topics of interest. These include trade relations with 
the United States, forestry and softwood lumber, electric vehicles and batteries, and the 
aluminium industry.   
  
Order Paper Questions: 
Nothing relevant at this time.   
 
Private Members Bills or Motions: 
Nothing relevant at this time.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Trade_Organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geneva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hong_Kong
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Chris Lewis 
 

Riding: Essex, ON 
 
Political Party: Conservative  
 
Elected to Parliament: 2019 

 
General Information:  
Chris Lewis served on Kingsville Town Council and 13 committees, has been a proud member of 
the Kingsville Fire Department for 7.5 years and a member of his successful family business 
since 1995. He has coached many hockey teams in the community and has been a long time 
active conservative. Mr. Lewis is currently: 

• the Deputy Shadow Minister of Canada/US Relations and Federal Economic 
Development Agency for Southern Ontario  

• Member of the Standing Committee on International Trade (CIIT) 

• Chair of the Auto Caucus 
 
Analysis: 
Mr. Lewis’ sole intervention in Question Period related to cross-border trade with the United 
States.  
 
Mr. Lewis serves as a member of the House Committee on Justice and Human Rights, where his 
interventions have focused on international trade, softwood lumber, the aluminium and steel 
industries and Canada’s supply managed sectors.  
  
Order Paper Questions: 
Nothing relevant at this time.   
 
Private Members Bills or Motions: 
Nothing relevant at this time.   
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Simon-Pierre Savard-Tremblay 
VICE CHAIR 
 
Riding: Saint-Hyacinthe--Bagot, QC  
 
Political Party: Bloc Quebecois  
 
Elected to Parliament: 2019 

 
General Information:  
Simon-Pierre Savard-Tremblay grew up in Quebec City before settling in Montreal to follow his 
college studies in economic and social sciences at Collège Stanislas. He holds a bachelor's 
degree in political science from the Université de Montréal and a Master's degree in sociology 
from the Université du Québec in Montreal. In 2018 he obtained a doctorate in socio-
economics of development from the School for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences in Paris, 
under the supervision of Jacques Sapir and Florence Weber. Mr. Savard-Tremblay's 
involvement in politics led him to chair the Forum jeunesse du Bloc Québécois from 2010 to 
2012, notably during the 2011 federal election. He was active as a columnist in the media for 
several years, contributing to a blog at the Journal de Montréal.  
 
 
Analysis: 
 
Mr. Savard-Tremblay’s interventions in Question Period have primarily related to advocating for 
support for Quebec’s aerospace industry and for protection of Quebec’s interests. His 
interventions have also concerned the government’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Mr. Savard-Tremblay serves as a member of the House Committee on International Trade, 
where he has made a number of interventions of interest. These include those related to 
Canada – U.S. trade relations generally, the aluminium industry, softwood lumber and forestry 
issues, and electric vehicles. He has also made interventions related to climate change and the 
government’s response, and Canada’s supply managed sectors.  
  
Order Paper Questions: 
Nothing relevant at this time.   
 
Private Members Bills or Motions: 
Nothing relevant at this time.   
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Daniel Balikie 
VICE CHAIR 
 
Riding: Elmwood—Transcona, MB 
 
Political Party: New Democratic Party of Canada  
 
Elected to Parliament: 2015 

 
General Information:  
 
The son of former NDP deputy leader Bill Blaikie, Daniel Blaikie studied philosophy and history 
at the University of Winnipeg, from which obtained an undergraduate degree. He went on to 
earn a Master's degree in philosophy at Concordia University in Montreal. Mr. Blaikie has 
trained as an electrician, and remains a member of the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers. He has also acted as an advisor to the Minister of Health in the Government of 
Manitoba. 
 
In past Parliaments, Mr. Blaikie has served on the Access to Information, Privacy and Ethics, 
Government Operations and Estimates and International Trade committees. In the current 
Parliament, he is a member of the International Trade and Procedure and House Affairs 
committees.  
 
Analysis: 
 
The majority of Mr. Blaikie’s interventions in Question Period have related to the government’s 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Mr. Blaikie serves as a member of the House Committee on International Trade, where his 
interventions have focused on international trade and trade agreements as well as Canada – 
U.S. relations generally. He has also made interventions with respect to the aluminium and 
steel industries, environmental protections, and Canada’s supply managed sectors.  
  
Order Paper Questions: 
Nothing relevant at this time.   
 
Private Members Bills or Motions: 
One motion of interest: M-32, Commitments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Further 
information related to this motion can be found HERE.  
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Raj Saini  
CHAIR 
 
Riding: Kitchener Centre, ON 
 
Political Party: Liberal Party of Canada  
 
Elected to Parliament: 2019 

 
General Information:  
Since 1995, Raj Saini has served as a pharmacist and small business co-owner, and continued 
his representation of Kitchener Centre residents in Ottawa after being re-elected in 2019.  
 
During his first term, Mr. Saini was a member of the Foreign Affairs and International 
Development and Access to Information, Privacy and Ethics committees. When re-elected in 
2019, his priority was to ensure he was a member of the Environment and Sustainable 
Development committee so he could directly contribute to environmental policies. As a 
pharmacist, he has long been an advocate of a national pharmacare program. Mr. Saini is 
committed to connecting small businesses and youth with meaningful employment 
opportunities. Every year he visits almost every Canada Summer Jobs employer and student.  
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Rachel Bendayan 
 
Riding: Outremont, QC 
 
Political Party: Liberal  
 
Elected to Parliament: February 2019 

 
General Information:  
Rachel Bendayan is the Parliamentary Secretary for Small Business, Export Promotion and 
International Trade. She was first elected as the Member of Parliament for Outremont in a by-
election in February 2019. Prior to her election, Ms. Bendayan worked served as Chief of Staff 
to Minister of Small Business and Tourism, Bardish Chagger. For close to 10 years, she practiced 
law at Norton Rose Fulbright in the fields of litigation and international arbitration, specializing 
in international trade law. While in private practice, Ms. Bendayan also taught at the Université 
de Montréal's Faculty of Law. 
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Anthony Housefather 
 
Riding: Mount Royal, QC  
 
Political Party: Liberal  
 
Elected to Parliament: 2015 

 
General Information:  
Anthony Housefather was first elected as the Member of Parliament for Mount Royal on 
October 19, 2015. From 2015 to 2019, he was the Chairman of the Standing Committee on 
Justice and Human Rights. Following his re-election in 2019, he was appointed to serve as the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Labour. Mr. Housefather has two Law Degrees 
(B.C.L. and LL.B.) from McGill University and an MBA from Concordia University’s John Molson 
School of Business. Until he was elected as an MP, he served as Executive Vice President 
Corporate Affairs and General Counsel at a multinational technological company.  
 
In 1994, Mr. Housefather was initially elected as a municipal councilor in Hampstead, then 
elected in Côte-Saint-Luc/Hampstead/Montreal West, and served as Mayor of Côte-Saint-Luc 
between 2005 and 2015.  
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Hon. John McKay 
 
Riding: Scarborough—Guildwood, ON  
 
Political Party: Liberal  
 
Elected to Parliament: 1997 

 
General Information:  
Born in Toronto, Ontario, Hon. John McKay has lived most of his life in Scarborough district of 
Toronto. He has a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Toronto at Scarborough and a 
Bachelor of Laws degree from Queen's University. After practicing private law, he was elected 
to represent Scarborough East in 1997 and was re-elected in 2000. After Scarborough East was 
abolished in 2003, Mr. McKay was elected to represent the riding of Scarborough—Guildwood 
in 2004. He was re-elected in the 2006, 2008, 2011 and 2015 federal elections.  
 
Hon. John McKay was Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance from 2003 to 2006 
during the government of Paul Martin, then served as an opposition MP and critic until 
November 2015 during the government of Stephen Harper. As of April, 2019, he serves as Chair 
of the Standing Committee on Public Safety and National Security; Chair of the Canadian 
Section of the Canada-United States Permanent Joint Board on Defence; and Vice-President of 
the Canada-United Kingdom Inter-Parliamentary Association, along with membership in several 
other groups and committees.  
 
Mr. McKay served as the Critic for the Environment for the Liberal Party of Canada during the 
government of Steven Harper. He was appointed to the role by Liberal Party Leader Justin 
Trudeau on August 21, 2013. His positions include:  
o Liberal Party of Canada Critic for Environment – 2013–2015 
o Liberal Party of Canada Critic for Defence – 2011-2013 
o Official Opposition Critic for Small Business and Tourism – 2008 
o Official Opposition Critic for Crown Corporations – 2006 
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Sherry Romanado 
 
Riding: Longueuil—Charles-LeMoyne, QC 
 
Political Party: Liberal  
 
Elected to Parliament: 2015 

 
General Information:  
Born and raised in Greenfield Park, Quebec, Sherry Romanado has a certificate in Public 
Relations from McGill University and a Master’s degree in Business Administration from 
Concordia University. A faculty lecturer for the Public Relations program at McGill University’s 
School of Continuing Studies, she is a former member of the Board of Directors of The 
Chartered Institute for Transport and Logistics and a past chair of the Education Committee for 
North America. 
 
A proud mother of two sons serving in the Canadian Armed Forces, Sherry was actively involved 
in the CGG 1979 Centennial Cadet Corps at Greenfield Park, serving as Vice President and later 
as Director of Communications. She is a long-time member of the Royal Canadian Legion 
(Branch 94) as well as the Lions Club of Greenfield Park. 
 
During her first term as Member of Parliament for Longueuil – Charles-LeMoyne Ms. Romanado 
was Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Seniors and Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Veterans Affairs and Associate Minister of National Defense. She currently serves as 
Chair of the Standing Committee on Industry, Science and Technology. She is also a member of 
the following committees: 
o Subcommittee on Committee Budgets of the Liaison Committee 
o Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure of the Standing Committee on Industry, Science 

and Technology 
o Liaison Committee 
o Standing Committee on Industry, Science and Technology 
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Randeep Sarai 
 
Riding: Surrey Centre, BC  
 
Political Party: Liberal  
 
Elected to Parliament: 2015 

 
General Information:  
Randeep Sarai was born in Vancouver and raised in South Burnaby. He graduated from UBC 
with a Bachelor of Arts and went on to complete his Bachelor of Laws Born at Queen’s 
University in Kingston, Ontario. He was a Founder and has served as a Director of Virsa – 
Supporting Youth Strengthening Families Society and helped start South Asian Community 
Coalition Against Youth Violence, which successfully championed for the creation of the 
Integrated Gang Task Force.  
 
During his first term as the Member of Parliament for Surrey Centre, Mr. Sarai served as Pacific 
Caucus Chair from 2016-2018, a member of the Citizenship, Immigration and Refugee 
Committee and the Public Accounts Committee. He was re-elected in 2019 to represent Surrey 
Centre for a second term and currently sits on the International Trade Committee.  
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Softwood Lumber (GAC) 

• As you are no doubt aware, Canada and the U.S. have been embroiled over several 
decades with the softwood lumber dispute – now in its fifth round. 

• Thanks to significant efforts by the Government of Canada, along with provincial 
governments and industry respondents, most Canadian producers are facing a much 
lowered duty rate (8.99%), in comparison to the previous rates (20.23%) that were 
established at the beginning of the trade dispute in 2017. 

• Although the new rate is better, duties continue to hamper economic recovery, and harm 
producers, consumers, and builders. 

• The current record-high lumber prices are helping to assuage the effect of the duties for 
certain segments of the industry, but they are also having a detrimental impact on the 
housing market and housing affordability in the U.S. 

• From Canada’s perspective, a negotiated solution is in both countries’ best interests and we 
continue to underline that we are ready to discuss realistic proposals that would be 
acceptable to Canadian industry. 

• Until such time, the Government will continue to vigorously challenge these unfair and 
unwarranted duties, including under NAFTA/CUSMA and at the WTO. 

CAAM – March 2, 2021 

Mr. Mark Strahl (Chilliwack—Hope, CPC): Thank you, Mr. Chair. My question is regarding the 
Softwood Lumber Agreement. Prime Minister Trudeau has now been Prime Minister under three 
different U.S. administrations. I think certainly from our perspective he missed a great 
opportunity to negotiate a Softwood Lumber Agreement with President Obama. The last four 
years have, obviously, been more challenging in terms of trade, but now with this reset as was 
mentioned, or the new Roadmap, I don't see anything in the Roadmap about softwood lumber. 
I'm wondering are we once again putting that on the backburner, or do you have a mandate to 
negotiate a new Softwood Lumber Agreement for Canadians? 
Mr.  Steve  Verheul:  We  are  certainly prepared  to  enter  into  negotiations with  the  U.S.  on  a  new  
Softwood  Lumber  Agreement  at  any point  in  time.  The  challenge  we  have  is we  don't  have  a  
willing  partner  on  the  other  side.  That  may change  as the  U.S.  administration  gets more  up  to  
speed,  as we  have  the  new  USDR  confirmed,  and  she  starts to  take  on  a  lot  of  these  files,  but  
over  the  last  number  of  years there  has been  no  appetite  on  the  part  of  the  U.S.  to  enter  into  a  
negotiation,  and  the  U.S.  industry continues to  press  them  to  not  enter  into  such  negotiations.  
That's  the  reason  we  have  been  taking  the  approach  of  continually challenging  U.S.  decisions 
on  softwood  lumber  duties,  largely winning  in  most  of  those  cases.  We  now  have  six cases 
underway,  both  at  the  WTO and  under  our  CUSMA  agreement  so  we're  building  up  pressure  to  
try to  convince  the  U.S.  to  re-enter  a  negotiation,  but  so  far  we  have  not  had  a  willing  partner  on  
that  side.  
Mr. Mark Strahl: Are either of you aware did the Prime Minister raise the issue of softwood 
lumber with President Biden on either his initial call, or during the bilateral meetings? 



                
              

              

             
             

              
         

              
                

             

                   
              

             
             

              
                
                 
    

Mr. Steve Verheul: I'm certainly aware that it was raised. I'm not sure in which context. I think it 
was raised in more than one context. I wouldn't want to state definitively whether the Prime 
Minister himself raised it or not. I would expect so, but I'm not entirely sure. 
Mr.  Mark  Strahl:  Okay.  I  didn't  see  it  in  either  one  of  the  read-outs,  or  in  the  reporting  on  it  from  
the  Prime  Minister's Office,  but  perhaps it  was raised  and  just  not  reported.  I  have  seen  some  
analysis that  says that  the  America  First  procurement  policies of  President  Biden  could  hit  us 
harder  than  the  provisions in  Trump's renegotiated  NAFTA.  Do  you  agree  if  they were  to  shut  
down  or  severely limit  the  ability of  Canadian  products,  or  producers to  engage  in  U.S.  
infrastructure  could  have  even  a  greater  impact  than  some  of  trade  actions that  were  taken  by 
the  previous administration?  
Mr. Steve Verheul: We don't really know yet because we haven't seen any kind of details 
around what they might intend to do on infrastructure. I think what's important, and what we're 
taking as a positive signal is that the U.S. administration has said that they want to consult with 
Canada as they move towards designing and implementing that particular program. They are 
looking at the North American market as well. They are very much aware of the integration of 
our economies, and that if they did have a strict Buy America kind of approach, it would be 
costly because we supply a lot of the goods that go into the products they are looking for. 
Mr.  Mark  Strahl:  Sorry,  briefly,  have  you  been  given  a  mandate  to  fight  back against  “Buy 
American”  at  the  officials'  level,  or  would  it  be  similar  to  Keystone  XL  where  once  the  U.S.  
administration  makes a  decision,  the  Canadian  government  just  throws in  the  towel  and  accepts 
that  result?  
Mr. Steve Verheul: I'm not going to comment on that, but I will say that what we're trying to do 
on “Buy American” is to make sure we have the proper kinds of relationships with the new U.S. 
administration so we can have these kinds of conversations. They have opened that door, so 
we're starting to have them. There's an openness to make sure that they don't take actions that 
are going to cause damage to us in ways that we would certainly have difficulty with. There is an 
open door to try to work this out the best way we can, and that's what we're focused on, trying to 
make sure that we do not face the kinds of damages that we could potentially face if the U.S. 
was to go it entirely alone. 
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